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INTRODUCTION 


Human civilisation has pone through four socio¬ 
economic formations which continued over millennia. 
Now it has entered ji fifth, communist, formation, the 
first phase of which is socialism, the youngest social 
system of all, a little over sixty years old. 

Until now human history had not known such a 
dynamically developing system at socialism, winch 
has worked stupendous changes in the ife of society 
over an unprec edentedly brief historical peiiod. 

Goaded on by its greed for jxdf and profit, capital 
drove to the limit the social stratification of society, 
turning some people into lords of the poor, parasitic- 
ally living on the exploitation of other people's strength 
and intelligence, and others into hired hands, labour¬ 
ing to multiply their masters' wealth. It was neces¬ 
sary, said the founders of Marxism, ‘to arrange the 
empirical world in such a way that man experiences 
and Incomes accustomed to what is truly human in 
it and that he becomes aware of himself as man’.' 

1 K. Marx and I’. Kneels, ' The llcly Family, or Critique 
of Cti: ml Ctai<i»ni\ in: Kail Marx, Frederick Engel*, 
Colttclcd Works, Vol. I. Metcovr, 1071, p. 130. Here and 
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This had yet to be brought home to men who 
needed to he made to see that they must fight to win 
and build a new society. And the Mancists-Lcnlnists 
did it. The Marxist-Lent nisi parties in the countries 
which today form the world of socialism, the fratcr- 
tial socialist community, managed to rally their peo¬ 
ples for the effort to realise the ideals of socialism 
and communism, which Lenin expressed as follows: 
‘We shall work to inculcate in people’s minds, turn 
into a habit, and bring into the dayby-day life of the 
masses, the rule: “All for each and each for all**; the 
rule: “From each according to his ability, to each ac¬ 
cording to his needs”; we shall work for the gradual 
but steady introduction of communist discipline and 
communist labour .’ 1 

To make these ideals come true, to attain such lofty 
goals, it will yet take time and a good deal *>f effort 
for man to change himself. But the chief pledge of 
the realisation of the great communist ideals is that 
there has l>een formed even now a man free from the 
chains of exploitation, man the creator, master of Ins 
own destiny. This man is the embodiment of the 
highest achievements of socialism and its main asset. 


henceforth all quotes from Marx'* end Enoch's work* refer 
to English translations brought out by Progress Publishers. 
M'rtCPW, ur.lcrs otherwise indicated. 

' V. I Lenin, 'From the First Subbotnik on the Mr*- 
cow-Kazan Railway to the All-Russia May Day S'd>- 
b Irik’, Collected H'orki, Vd. 31, 1977, p. 124, All quote* 
freon Lenin’s corks refer lo the English translations put out 
by Progress Publishers, Moscow, 


lie is socialism’s principal gain, to which it owes its 
greatness, stability, and promise. 

The victorious Great Octolrcr Socialist Revolu¬ 
tion—the pivotal event of the twentieth century, 
which radically changed the course of development 
of mankind—gave profound and comprehensive 
expression to the great worldwide liberating mission 
Of the working class. 

The heroic struggle of the workers and peasants 
of Russia, wholeheartedly and effectively supported 
by working people across the world, showed, in 
Lenin’s words, 'to all countries something- and 
something highly significant—of their near and inevi¬ 
table future*.’ The Great October Socialist Revolu¬ 
tion ushered in a new epoch—the epoch of transition 
from capitalism to socialism. 

'lire world socialist system created as a result of 
the victorious Great October Socialist Revolution, is 
the greatest achievement of the working class. 

The victorious October Revolution imparted 
powerful revolutionary impulses to all contingents of 
the international working-class movement, opening 
fresh opportunities and prospects for the development 
of the national liberation struggles, which resulted in 
die disintegration of the colonial system of imperial¬ 
ism. 

‘The most important of the international ronseijwen- 
ces of the October Revolution, which have shaped 


’ V. 1. I .min, ‘ "Uft-Wint" Communism an Infantile 
D:»crdcr', Collected Walks, Vd. 31, Moscow, l!Ni(i, P . 22. 
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the face of our epoch, has been the emergence and 
development of the world socialist system.’ noted 
Leonid Ilrczhncv in his speech on the sixtieth an¬ 
niversary of die Great October Socialist Revolution . 1 

The October Revolution is a socio-political event, 
the greatness of which is disclosed ever more deeply 
and graphically with each new step made by mankind 
along the road of social progress. The world-historic 
significance of its victory and of the rich experience 
of real socialism consists in the fact that they have 
provided an example of the most just organisa¬ 
tion of society in the interest of the working people, 
as well as of a new type of international union, the 
ever more close-knit community of the fraternal 
peoples of the socialist countries. 

In recent years, the socialist countries’ fraternal 
parties, developing the Maixlst-Leninist theory of 
building a socialist society, have enriched the treasure- 
house of Marxism-Leninism with new conclusion* 
and propositions, which open further prospects for 
socialist development. 

The conception of the developed socialist society, 
elaborated by the combined efforts of the CPSU and 
fraternal communist and work?is* parties, is .1 great 
creative contribution to Mandat-Leniimt theory. 

Following the theory and practice of t eal socialism, 
the fraternal communist and workers' parlies iden¬ 
tify and consistently implement a realistic course 

•LI. Bralmcv, Ttu Great October Krtofulion and 
Mankind’f Prcgxeu, Novotti Pica Agency Publishing House, 
Moscow, 1977, p. IB- 
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aimed at attaining both immediate and fundamental 
long-range goals, the supreme of which is the steady 
the in the living standards and cultural level of the 
peoples in their countries. 

Enriching the real experience of socialism, the 
socialist countries, united by the community of their 
state systems, their commitment to the cause of peace, 
socialism, democracy, ami national independence, arc 
voluntarily developing all-round cooperation with 
each other on the principles of Marxism-Leninism, 
international solidarity, respect for the equality awl 
sovereignty of each country, nou-interfercnce in 
internal affairs, and friendly mutual assistance. 

Together, these principles express the essence of an 
international alliance of a new tyjxj, die world social¬ 
ist community. 

Communists proceed from the general objective 
laws of the development of socialism, which are 
reflected in Marxist-Leninist theory and arc borne 
out by practice. These laws are set out in the do¬ 
cuments of the fraternal parties’ international meet¬ 
ing*, and me carried out with due regard for die 
concrete conditions prevailing in each country. Phis 
dialectical interrelation of the general and the 
particular provides for a fuller realisation of the 
advantages offered by socialism. For just iu the histor¬ 
ical processes of socialist development have general 
laws and particular concrete conditions governing 
their realisation, so arc the advantages of socialism 
manifested in the general, realised with due regard 
for the particular. This book examines the general 
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advantages of the socialise system, which arc mamfi-i- 
cd to some extent or another in different countries 
pursuing socialist and communist construction. 

1 ho experience of socialist development shows 
that its singleness of historical purpose objectively 
stems from the identity of interests of socialist society, 
I his objectivity, however, is manifested only insofar 
as the working class and its Marxist-Leninist party 
are aware of the objective requirements of social 
development. But knowledge of these requirements, 
of objective law?, docs not automatically provide, for 
instance, for the growth of production, serving merely 
as a guide to determining economic strategy and 
tactics, to identifying the central problem and the 
means of dealing with the tasks of a concrete period. 
In this is manifested the role of the subjective factor, 
the role of the policy of the Marxist-Leninist parties, 
<►2 their organisational and ideological work among 
the working people. The connection between the 
objective laws of socialism and the advantages offered 
l>y it is characterised by die fact that conscious use of 
these laws in the interest of society ns a whole u one 
of the most important—and the most general - 
advantages of the new social system. 

Singling out this, the most general, advantage of 
socialism, the authors have endeavoured to reduce to 
a system the main and most typical advantages of 
socialism, which have already been cognised and are 
being realised in social practice, both in the economic 
and the socio-political, ideological, cultural and intel¬ 
lectual fields. 


Tire authors assign a special place to the descrip¬ 
tion of the characteristics of the socialist mode of 
life. 

In examining the essence of socialist humanism, 
they analyse the conditions created by society foi the 
cultural and intellectual development of the indi¬ 
vidual, disclosing in this way the humane nature of 
socialism, of its social optimism, which is founded in 
the absolute confidence felt by every working man 
in liis own and his children's future and security in 
old age. 

The authors systematise the advantages of socialism 
with due icgard for the fact that its progressive 
character is reflected not only in the rate at which 
the productive forces develop under it and in the 
amount of material goods made available to citizens, 
but also in the way in which the needs of the indi¬ 
vidual and society arc met, in the character and pat¬ 
tern of these needs, and in the further prospects for 
the development of the individual. By altering the 
relationship between the worker and the means of 
production, socialism has created real opportunities 
for man’s all-round creative growth and for the 
promotion of his social activity. 

Lenin pointed out that with the triumph of so¬ 
cialism, a higher type of social organisation of labour 
is established. This is what is important, this is the 
guarantee that the final triumph of communism is 
inevitable.' 

1 V. I. Lenin, *A Great Beginning, Cottecled It ’oth, 
Vol. 29, Moscow, 1977, p. 419. 
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Analysing the historical changes in the organisa¬ 
tion of labour, Lenin stressed that organisation of so¬ 
cial labour under serfdom rested on the discipline of 
the stick, the toilets Ixdng extremely ignorant and 
downtrodden. The capitalist organisation of labour 
was maintained through the discipline of hunger. 

The communist organisation of social labour, the 
fust step of which is socialism, is based—and will 
continue to he based increasingly as time passes—on 
the free and conscious discipline of the working peo¬ 
ple themselves. It grows out of the new material con¬ 
ditions, the exponent of which is the working class, 
the labouring masses, i.c., socialist society, and is 
based on the gains of socialism and the absence of 
such social evils, inherent in capitalism, as hunger 
and poverty, unemployment and illiteracy, and so¬ 
cial and national oppression. 

A new attitude to work, the gradual turning of 
labour into a prime vital necessity, and a transforma¬ 
tion in the motives of man's activity aie a major 
advantage of socialism. It is accompanied by the all¬ 
round development of worker*’ social and production 
activities and of diverse forms of public initiative in 
the sphere of production and other areas of the life 
of society, and l>y fuller satisfaction of men’s material, 
cultural and intellectual needs. 

The further development oi real socialism and the 
building of a communist society in the USSR are 
accompanied by the strengthening and improvement 
of the socialist state system, and consistent extension 
of socialist democracy, all of which express and 
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safeguard the interests of the socialist nations. As it 
increasingly extends to the various spheres of life— 
economic, political, cultural and intellectual—so- 
cialist democracy provides real op|xuiunities for the 
all-round flooding of the individual. 

Socialist democracy embodies the unity of the rights 
and duties of citizens, their genuine freedom and 
public responsibility, and harmoniously combines the 
interests of society, the gToup, and the individual. The 
working people take an ever more active part in run¬ 
ning production and society. 

Socialist society is an association of working people 
which is developing on the Ixims of science and the 
scientific policy of tire Marxht-Lemnisi parties, whose 
activities embody the interests of the working class 
and all working people. 

Tire historical experience and achievements of the 
socialist countries convincingly demonstrate to all 
progressive mankind that tire future belongs to social¬ 
ism. Tire truth about socialism has an ever-increasing 
power of attraction for hundreds of millions of peo¬ 
ple in different corner* of the earth. That is why the 
sum total of socialism's advantages has become 
the object of a tense ideological struggle, bourgeois 
sociologists, diverse apologists of capitalism, and revi¬ 
sionists on the right and left attempt to minimise the 
successes achieved by the socialist community countri¬ 
es through the heroic efforts of their peoples, led by 
the Marxist-Leninist parties. Nevertheless, the world 
socialist system, in which the regular prooeas of the 
gradual drawing together of the fraternal countries is 
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intensifying, die common element of their policy, 
economy, and social life are multiplying, economic 
integration is advancing, and levels of development 
are gradually becoming equalised, is exerting an im¬ 
mense influence on world development and the world 
revolutionary process. The peoples fighting for their 
freedom and independence find support in socialism. 
It opposes aggressors and the imperialist arms race, 
and rallies the peoples in their struggle for peace, in¬ 
ternational detente, freedom, and social progress. 

Consistently dealing with the vital issues of today 
which affect the whole ot mankind, socialism shows 
the rest of the world a clear way in the struggle tor 
emancipation from imperialist oppression and explo¬ 
it at ion. 

Socialism is triumphing in the struggle for the 
minds and hearts of ever larger numbers of working 
people throughout the world. 

The successes achieved by social ism bear out the 
profound soundness of Marxism-Leninism. Over the 
decides of socialism’s consolidation and triumph, the 
experience accumulated in revolutionary battles and 
development has brought into being new, socialist 
traditions. The peoples of the socialist countries arc 
aware tliat ‘to safeguard these traditions means to 
creatively develop them’. 1 

Communist party congresses in the fraternal social- 

' On the COlh An'\\Vi*Uiiy of the Great October Social. 
i*t RnofiitMH, Resolution cf the CPSU Central Committee 
of January 31, 1977, Novosti Pre« Agency Publishing 

House, Moscow. 1977, pp. 2C-27. 


ist countries, held in the latter half of the 1970s, 
subjected to all-round analysis the experience of build¬ 
ing socialism and showed that socialism had achieved 
fresh successes by realising its advantages in the 
economic, social, political, cultural and intellectual 
fields, and in the anti-imperialist struggle. The com¬ 
munist and workers’ parties can justly be proud of 
what lias been accomplished. But at the same time, 
the fraternal parties, like the CPSl T , the most experi¬ 
enced of them, realistically appraise what has Ijeen 
done, expose shortcomings and overcome obstacles in 
the path of their forward movement by constantly 
striving to do so. This is the line along which the 
Marxist-Leninist parties concentrate their efforts and 
the efforts of all working people in the socialist 
countries. 

Thus, the advantages offered by the socialist system 
discussed in this lxx«k are questions of the prospects 
for society's development, of genuine humanism, of 
the avenues for promoting man’s reasonable material, 
cultural and intellectual needs, and tin* means of 
satisfying them, .md of the insuperability of the main 
trend of this age—the revolutionary replacement of 
the capitalist by the communist system. 
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THE ESSENCE 
AND PRINCIPLES 
OF SOCIALISM 


/. T/m Eutetgt net of Socialist Society 

The communist socio-economic formation and its 
first phase, socialism, emerge as a natural product of 
the development of the productive loros and the 
irreconcilable internal contradictions of capitalism, 
and as a result of the determined struggle of the rev¬ 
olutionary forces, whose nucleus is the working class, 
led by communist and workers' parlies. 

The founders of Marxism-Leninism proved, on the 
basis of a scientific conception of the process of history 
and analysis of capitalist society, that mankind's 
transition from capitalism to communism is determin¬ 
ed by the profound and universal character of the 
antagonisms intensifying the exploitation and social, 
political, cultural and intellectual oppression of the 
working people, unemployment, racial and national 
discrimination, and the moral crisis and spiritual 
decay of bourgeois society. Imperialism intensities 
social inequality and the uneven development of dif¬ 
ferent regions, countries, and continents. Faced with 
the collapse of the colonial system, it breeds neocolo¬ 
nialism and increases the danger for mankind by the 
amu race, aggression, and wars. This system, which 


has outlived its usefulness, increasingly misapplies the 
advances of science and technology for anti-hu¬ 
manitarian purposes, and provokes acute problems 
associated with the state of the environment and 
utilisation of natural resources. 

Numerous sections of the working class, peasants, 
.Hid progressive intelligentsia become convinced from 
their own experience that tire solution of major vital 
problems is, in the end, connected with changes in 
the economic, social, political, cultural and intellec¬ 
tual spheres, effected on the basis of socialist princi¬ 
ples. 

No changes can be effected without conquest of 
power by the working class in alliance with all the 
working people. Revolution alone makes possible the 
resolving of the antagonistic contradictions inherent 
in capitalism. The means by which qualitative 
changes can be brought about is the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, which expresses the fundamental in¬ 
terests of the absolute majority of the people- the 
broad mass of the working people and all progressive 
people engaged in science and culture. 

Employing the dictatorship of the proletariat, the 
working class together with all the working people 
opposes to the fierce armed, political, and ideological 
resistance of the reactionaries, to the disorganisation 
of the economy and counter-revolution uy sabotage 
and bourgeois terrorism, the greatest organisation and 
solidarity in defending live gains of the revolution and 
the interests of the working people emancipated from 
exploitation. 


_ 
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SOCIALISM AS A SOCIAL SYSTEM 


The historical experience of the struggle for the 
triumph of socialism attests that a revolution can 
consolidate its victory only provided that it can 
defend itself. 

The Marxist-Lcninist conception of die inevitability 
of the transition from capitalism to communism 
reveals that it is a process determined by many 
factors, and lays bare the chief source of social anta¬ 
gonisms—the capitalist mode of production. The 
objective inevitability of revolutionary socialist 
changes is predetermined by the economic laws of 
social development, by the economic, law of the cor¬ 
respondence of the relations of production to the level 
and character of the productive forces, by the law of 
the uneven development of capitalism, anti so on. 
‘The rule of capitalism ii being undermined not l>e- 
came somclxxly is out to seize power/ Lenin wrote. 
'' Seizure" of power would I*; senseless. It would lie 
impossible to put an end to the rule of capitalism if 
the whole course of economic development in the 

capitalist countries did not lead up to it- No 

power could destroy capitalism if it were not sapped 
ami undermined by liisioiy." 

A high level of productive forces and the social 
character of production objectively icquire that there 
should be social appropriation of the product, and 
social ownership of the means of production. The 
economic mechanism of the capitalist system eventual* 

' V. I. Lenin, ‘War and ReoJuti i’ f ColUtlfti IIrAr, 
Vol. !>4, Moscow, 1964, p. 417. 
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ly proves incapable of functioning smoothly under the 
weight erf the productive forces created by it. Capi¬ 
talism can no longer effectively use the accumulated 
mass of the means of production; this accounts for the 
existence of an unemployed industrial reserve force, 
although all the elements of general welfare are 
present in abundance and to an even greater extent 
than at the dawn of capitalism. 

Thus, the economic development of capitalism, 
expressed in tin* increased concentration and central¬ 
isation of the means of production and instruments 
of labour, objectively provides the material and polit¬ 
ical conditions necessary for destroying the old cap¬ 
italist relations of production. Thus, the revolution¬ 
ary replacement of capitalism by socialism becomes 
a natural historical process in aoci.il development. 

Socialist relations of production cannot emerge 
within the capitalist socio-economic system. Capital¬ 
ism creates merely the material, and some subjective, 
prerequisites of the future socialist society. A working 
class takes shape and organises its revolutionary 
political vanguard, a Marxist-Lcninist party, and a 
proletarian, Marxist-Lcninist ideology develop*. 
But first there appear the material and technical 
prerequisites of the new social system, namely, 
productive forces which already under capitalism aie 
essentially social ones. Even «», it would be wrong to 
suppose that the working ■ I in a developed capi¬ 
talist counity inherits, after its conquest of power, a 
material and technical foundation which it can use, 
without any restructuring, as the material and tech- 
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nic.il base of socialism. The political rule of the work¬ 
ing class is called upon to abolish private ownership 
of the means of production so as to emancipate 
labour, give free scope to the initiative and creativity 
of the broad mass of the working people, organise 
production in accordance with a single national eco¬ 
nomic plan, get the m magement of the economy and 
all social processes smoothly running, and ensure effi¬ 
cient use of the advances of science and technology. 
Only given all these conditions can a material and 
technical foundations matching the new social system 
lx- Unit, in order tr> satisfy, as fully as possible at the 
existing level of the productive forces, the material 
and spiritual requirements of all working people. 
This mean* consideration of the interests of the work¬ 
ing people, on the one hand, as consumers—by 
steadily raising their living standards—and. on the 
other, as producers by developing socialist forms of 
the organisation of labour, by intcllcctualising and 
humanising it, and by improving diverse forms of 
participation in the management and rationalisation 
of production. 

The working class, in alliance with the working 
peasants and oilier sections of tin* people, and under 
the guidance of the Marxist-Leninist party, reorgan¬ 
ises the material productive forces cieatcd under 
capitalism into the material and technical founda¬ 
tions of socialism, building them on new principles 
as the material basis of socialist social relations. 

Willi this purpose in mind, the working class and 
all working people must, after taking political power 
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into their own hands, build a complex network of so- 

I cia'ist socio-economic relationships, form and train 
organisers of socialist production, develop the social¬ 
ist cooperation of labour, introduce socialist method* 
of production and distribution, and learn to apply 
economic laws in establishing socialist relations of 
production, which do not originate under capitalist 
production. All these measures are carried out in the 
course of an acute class struggle against the bourgeoi- 
tie and its lackeys, who are out to obstruct and sa¬ 
botage them. 

The higher tire technological level of capitalist 
production in a country, the higher its degree of 
socialisation, which is manifested in mneefttrution 
and specialisation, and the more perfect the material 
prerequisites of socialism created by capitalism, the 
more efficiently must the working class provide for 
the socialist reorganisation of Industry, transport, 
agriculture, and trade, and the greater is the respon¬ 
sibility of the Marxist-Leninist party, the working 
class and all contingents of the working people, of all 
fortes remaking the political system so ns to ensure 
effective utilisation of the available material prere¬ 
quisites of socialism for further social progress and 
the comprehensive realisation of tin* advantages af¬ 
forded by sin i ilist methods of production and by so¬ 
cial life as a whole. 

‘Anarchy in social production is replaced by syns- 
tematic, definite organisation ... 1 lie whole sphere 
of the conditions of life which environ man, and 
which It tve hitherto ruled man. now comes under the 
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dominion and control of man, who for the first time 
becomes the real, conscious lord of nature, because 
lie has now become master of his own tocial organisa- 
tion. :l 

Contemporary apologists of capitalism, who preach 
that it can be improved through partial reforms, 
e.g., the advocates of different 'industrial' and ‘post* 
industrial’ conceptions of society, lay streis on chang¬ 
ing its material and technical foundations and reject 
revolutionary changes aimed at abolishing private 
ownership. Their arguments are borrowed by refor¬ 
mists, right-wing revisionists, and ‘leftists' of every 
stripe. We know very well that the leaders of the Se¬ 
cond International, in their day, also denied the need 
for revolutionary change in the socio-economic 
foundations of society, calling into question the revo¬ 
lutionary capabilities of the toiling masses embark¬ 
ing on the road of socialist development. 

Lenin wtoIc of them: Those who try to solve the 
problems involved in the transition from capitalism 
to socialism on the basis of general talk about liberty, 
equality, democracy in general, equality of labour 
democracy, etc. (as Kautsky, Martov and other hero¬ 
es of the Berne yellow Intel national do), thereby 
only reveal their petty-bourgeois, philistine nature 
and ideologically slavishly follow in the wake of the 
bourgeoisie. The correct solution of this problem can 
he found only in a concrete study of the specific rela- 


lingcls, Auii-Dilhriag, Proyreis Publisher*, Moscow, 
1977, p. 143. 
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lions between the specific class which has conquered 
political power, namely, the proletariat, and the 
whole non-proletarian, and also semi-proletarian 
mass of the working population—relations which do 
not take shape in fantastically harmonious, “ideal" 
conditions, but in the real conditions of the frantic 
resistance of the bourgeoisie which assumes many and 
diverse forms.’* 

History confirmed this conclusion. Nobody can deny 
the fact that in the course of its establishment social¬ 
ism is resisted tooth and n.ill by the old ruling exploit¬ 
ing classes and their adherents, and can only hold out 
as a result of cohesion on the part of the working 
class and all working people on the basis of the dicta¬ 
torship of the proletariat, exercised under the leader¬ 
ship of a Marxist-Leninist party equipped with a 
scientific theory of the class struggle. 

The conclusion to be drawn from the experience 
accumulated so far is n priceless lesson of modern and 
recent history, the essence of which is that in order 
for socialism to win and push ahead, definite social 
and political conditions are necessary. Namely, the 
working class, led by its vanguard, the revolutionary 
Marxist-!Amini«t party, must take ovci political powei 
break the old machinery of state, and establish the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. In view of its objective 
situation, the working class has an interest in build¬ 
ing a society which rule* out the exploitation of man 


1 V. I, Lenin, ‘A Great Beginning’, ColItcUd Worki. 
Vol. 29, p. 422. 
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hv man. It employs the dictatorship of the proletariat 
w m to overcome die energetic resistance offered by 
the classes anti forces which have been tumbled from 
the top of the social pyramid; to effect radical changes 
in the relations of production, distribution mid 
exchange, and in the social structure; to build the 
material and technical foundations of socialism; 
and to involve the mass of the toiling peasantry 
and other sections of the working people in socialist 
construction. 

For these ends, the dictatorship of the proletariat 
is established, without which the political power of 
the wo-rking class could not last for even an hour. 
This conclusion, following from the experience of the 
Paris Commune, U borne out by the entire history of 
the class struggle waged by the proletariat in the 
conditions of imperialism, and is confirmed by the 
real experience of socialist revolutions. 

Tire system of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
intensifies and extendi the result* of the revolution, 
whether it develops in peaceful or armed form. 'I he 
revolutionaries must, however, he prepared to effect 
a flexible and swift change from peaceful forms of 
revolution to armed action by the masses, depending 
upon the reaction of the bourgeoisie and the Muta¬ 
tion arising therefrom. The dictatorship ol the pro¬ 
letariat represents the power of the working class, the 
alliance of the working people, led by the working 
class. It implies the leading rule of the communist 
party; use of the socialist state as the major factor in 
building socialism; the influence of the public organi¬ 


sations of the working people on the masses; develop¬ 
ment of socialist democracy and scientific-political 
management of the economy, culture, and ilic entire 
life of society; and the extension of the working 
people's social and political freedoms, rights, and 
duties. 

In establishing the dictatorship of the working class, 
the socialist revolution replaces the exploiting state 
machinery l>y one capable of ensuring real political 
power for the working people, with the working class 
in the lead. Bourgeois democratic institutions—c.g., 
the parliamentary system, general elections, and so 
on—may be employed in the interests of the revolu¬ 
tion. To deal with the problems of socialist construc¬ 
tion, however, it is necessary to fill the old forms with 
a new social and class content, creating new institu¬ 
tions and replacing bureaucratic centralism, typical 
of the bourgeois political system, with democratic 
centralism, inherent in the political system of social¬ 
ism. 

Tl»e dictatorship of the working class fulfils both 
internal and external functions. It suppresses the re¬ 
sistance of and isolate* the exploiting classes; augments 
else friendly alliance and relations of cooperation and 
mutual assistance between the working class, peasantry 
and woiking intelligentsia; builds the foundations of 
socialist society; ensures protection of socialist con¬ 
struction from attacks by the imperialist powers; 
strengthens the international solidarity of the working 
class and all working people; suppor ts the just struggle 
of the oppressed peoples and the revolutionary na- 
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lional liberation movements; and promote* ilic devel¬ 
opment of economic and cultural rclalioiu on a world 
scale, and the struggle for peace. 

Recognition of the natural and logical character of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, irrespective of what 
form it may take, distinguishes consistent fighters for 
the interests of the working class from those who 
underestimate the revolutionary role of the proletarian 
state and violence in abolishing the bourgeois system, 
and overestimate bourgeois democracy, ‘Left’ oppor¬ 
tunism, too, rejects in effect the Marxist-Leninist es¬ 
sence of the dictatorship of the proletariat, putting in 
its place a bureaucratic-military dictatorship. 

The dictatorship of the working class is the tide of 
the majority, i.e., of the mass of working people, over 
the minority, the former exploiters. Its main objective 
is building a new society, and performing economic, 
organisational-political, educational-cultural, and 
ideological functions. The dictatorship of the working 
class means real democracy for the broadest mass of 
the working people, whose interest* it directly ^pre¬ 
sents. 

In considering the question of the dictatorship of 
the working class, one must say that one cannot speak 
about the advantages of socialism out of context with 
the real processes developing in the capitalist world, 
such as its growing contradictions, or without con- 
side ling the intense forms of class struggle. 

Proletarian democracy inherent in the dictatorship 
of the working class means limited democracy for a 
part of society, i.e., for the insignificant exploiting 
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minority, which does not exceed 2-1 per cent of the 
population in most commie*, bourgeois democracy, 
on the other hand, winch is an expression of the 
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, means limited demo¬ 
cracy for the great majority of society, for rhe work¬ 
ing class and other wage-earners. And although 
bourgeois democracy is historically progressive, com¬ 
pared with the middle ages, it necessarily remains, a* 
Lenin stressed, a limited democracy, ‘false and 
hypocritical, a paradise for the rich and a snare and 
deception for the exploited, the poor’.' 

The state of the dictatorship of the working clan 
is many times more democratic than the most demo¬ 
cratic bourgeois republic, a3 it expresses the interests 
of and serve* all working people. It provides condi¬ 
tions drat make all material and cultural values the 
property of those who produce them—the working 
class and all working people. Its foundation is the rule 
of the working class led by the communist paity, and 
the establishment and consolidation of public owner¬ 
ship of the mean* of production. 

Under the dictatorship of the working clan, the 
forms of socialist democracy arc steadily improved, 
and it develop*, employing such ways and means as 
make it possible to achieve the broadest involvement 
of woiking people in the solution of all cardinal prob¬ 
lems of building socialism. Solution of these prob¬ 
lems is guaranteed by the leading role of the working 

1 V. I. l.cnin, The Proletarian Revolution ami the 
Renegade Kauuky', CdlfcU'A Wcfto, Vol. 28, Mim-iw, 
1%5, p. 243. 
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class, extension of the functions of sclent ific-polUtcal 
administration of society, and tile greater role of 
Marxist-Leninist parties in advancing the functions 
of the state and mass organisations in developing the 
economy and carrying on cultural and educational 
work. 

Socialist democracy grants working people real 
rights and freedoms, simultaneously demanding dis¬ 
cipline and organisation, and a high sense of public 
responsibility. This is achieved through education 
and pcrsu.i'ion, supplemented by economic incentives 
connected with the iocialist principle of distribution 
according to work performed or according to each in* 
dividual’s contribution to production, distribution 
being regulated by the socialist state in conformity 
with economic laws. 

The role of the dictatorship of the proletariat is 
therefore not merely to apply revolutionary violence 
with respect to the bourgeoisie. It is 'a persistent 
struggle—bloody and bloodless, violent and peaceful, 
military and economic, educational and administra¬ 
tive—against the forces and traditions of the old so¬ 
ciety. The force of habit in millions and tens of mil¬ 
lions is a most formidable force'. 1 

'Hie relation between separate functions of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat is subject to change. 
With the abolition of the bourgeoisie and the disap¬ 
pearance of the capitalist sector in the economy, its 
democratic character becomes increasingly evident. 

' V. I. Lenin, '"Left-Wing" Communism—an Infantile 
Disorder', Collected Worts, Vol. 31, p. 41. 
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Tlie working people grow more organised and polit¬ 
ically aware, find develop a socialist attitude to work. 

The bourgeoisie, which does not lose all its econo¬ 
mic positions and financial and other means over¬ 
night, retains it-* connections with unstable elements 
in the society and the bourgeoisie in other countries, 
doe* not resign itself to the successes of socialist con¬ 
struction, tries to sabotage it, and, in some circum¬ 
stances, docs not slop short at counter-revolutionary 
action and civil war. 

The changed alignment of forces after the Second 
World War in favour of the forces of jieace, democ¬ 
racy and socialism, the influence of the USSR—the 
first socialist state in human history; and the mutual 
solidarity uf the socialist countries and the interna¬ 
tional communist and working-class movement arc 
piodoting new conditions for the revolutionary strug¬ 
gle. The proletariat has always sought to make the 
change-over to the new social system as painless as 
possible. 11 »• acuteness of the class struggle lu* always 
depended on the conduct of the bourgeoisie. 

In Soviet Russia, the bourgeoisie unleashed a 
civil war. In the popular democratic revolutions, e.g., 
in Czechoslovakia after 1945, the bourgeoisie spared 
no efforts to hinder the advance of the revolution, yei 
the decisive battle was won without bloodshed. In 
February 1948, the revolutionary forces suppressed 
lhe attempt of the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie 
to reverse the COtnw- of events, and that was done 
wholly in keeping with tin* Constitution and laws. 
The programme of the National Front was approved 
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by (ho constitutional bodies, with the broad, 
unanimous support of the working class and all la* 
bouting sections of society, which staged mass demon* 
strations. The reactionaries had underestimated the 
maturity ami organisation of the working people, the 
intlucnce of the Communist Party, and the relation oi 
internal and international force*. The working class, 
led by the Communist Party, could not be content 
with partial reforms of the old system and, relying on 
its alliance with the peasantry and progressive intel¬ 
ligentsia, and helped by its organs of government, car¬ 
ried out a far-reaching social revolution. 

Rut such a development of the revolution does not 
mean that the defeated classes surrender their posi¬ 
tions or leave the historical scene without resistance, 
without attempting to reverse the. course of the revo¬ 
lutionary events, gain time, and strike at the working 
people** gains. The international working class will 
never forget the lesson* of counter-revolution, of the 
White Tenor, starting with the Paris Commune and 
ending with the fascist revolt in Chile and other trag¬ 
ic events of recent times. 

Lenin wrote: ‘As mans history-making activity 
glows broader and deeper, the size of that mass of 
the population which is the conscious maker of hi¬ 
story is bound to increase’. 1 The interests and require¬ 
ments of the working class and the overwhelming 
majority of die people are defended hy the Marxist- 
Lcitlnist parties, which wage an unremitting struggle 

1 V. 1. Lenin, ‘The Heritage We Renounce', ColUcttd 
\\‘cth, Vol. 2, 1972, p. 524- 
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against petty-bourgeois and bourgeois ideology, and 
to enhance their influence on the working class, ami 
protect it* interests. In the altsencc of a party, it is im¬ 
possible to draw the masses into tire administration of 
society. Tire dictatorship of the proletariat can lx 
exercised only if there is a steady incre.ise in the lead¬ 
ing role <>f the party. ‘Parties,' Lenin stressed, ‘may 
represent the interests of their cLias in one degree or 
another; they may undergo changes or modifications, 
hut we do not yet know of any better form. The entire 
course of the snuggle waged by Soviet Rusda, which 
for three years has withstood the onslaught of world 
imperialism, is bound up with the fact that the Party 
has consciously set out to help the proletariat perform 
it* function of educator, organiser and leader, with¬ 
out which the collapse of capitalism i* impossible,** 

( Under concrete historical conditions, a multiparty 
system, that is, the Communists' cooperation with other 
socialist and democratic parties in building real socia¬ 
lism, while strengthening the power of the working 
class and all working people, is possible and desirable. 

A multiparty political system exists in some socialist 
countries, for instance, Bulgaria, the GDR, and Hun¬ 
gary. It is based on the alliance of the vanguard of 
the working class—the Communist Party—and other 
political parties expressing the interest* and aims of 
the othei group* of working people, viz., the peasants, 

' V'. 1. Lenin, ‘Speech Delivered at an All-Russia Con¬ 
ference of Political Education Workers of Gubernia and 
L'yexd Education Departments, November 9, 1920‘, Col- 
Uelid Wofki, Vol. 31, 1966, p. 367. 
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artisans, and winking intelligentsia. All these parties 
support the prospect of building socialism and the 
leading role of the working class and of its party, and 
act jointly, fraternally combining and harmonising 
the interests of (lie different group* of working peo¬ 
ple so as to promote the progressive development of 
their countries. Bui in these countries there is no—nor 
can there be—'political pluralism’ in the sense of the 
so-called free play of forces of progressive and count¬ 
er-revolutionary parties. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat also differs from 
the previous class dictatorships in that it promulgates 
and implements the programme of its own withering 
away. At the stage of the developed socialist society, 
simultaneously with the development of the socialist 
state system, the activities of the slate become ever 
more closely ami comprehensively integrated with 
those of the broadest sections of tlu* people, giving 
rise to the socialist state of the whole people. The 
responsibility, significance and prestige of the com¬ 
munist and workers’ parties, as well as of mass orga¬ 
nisations, increase. Thus the key creative functions 
of the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat— 
those of oiganising the economy and conducting 
cultural and educational work -extend, and democ¬ 
ratic centralism, the real democratism of the social¬ 
ist social system, develops. 

The building of socialist and communist society is 
a profoundly internationalist matter, piesuppodng 
lire re$|>onsibiUty and solidarity of the working class 
of different nations and peoples. 1 he socialist sys- 
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tent is the historical service and property of the in- 
ternaiioii.il working class. The successful implementa¬ 
tion of socialist construction in the socialist commun¬ 
ity countries and more efficient utilisation of the 
advantages of socialism constitute a major contribu¬ 
tion of their working class to the world revolutionary 
process. 

The international working class constantly renders 
moral and political support to the socialist countries! 
The struggle for peace, democracy and socialism, the 
great scope of the national liberation movement, and 
the growing unity of the main forces in the world rev¬ 
olution iry process create favourable conditions for 
successful socialist development. 

The world socialist system U forming anil develop¬ 
ing gradually. This is determined above all by the 
fact that the socialist countries are at different level* 
of development. While in the USSR a developed 
socialist society hat been built, other socialist coun¬ 
tries arc either building it or still dealing with the 
problems of the transition period, i.c., those of build¬ 
ing the foundations of socialism. In addition to this 
there arc specific conditions prevailing in each coun¬ 
try as a remit of the distinctive features of its 
previous historical development. 

One important component of the establishment of 
the world socialist system is die building of the world 
socialist economic system. The advantages inlrerent 
in the organisation of the material and technical 
foundations of social inn and the socialist socialisation 
of labour and production can at present be utilised 







SOCIALISM AS A SOCIAL SYSTEM 

only given intensive, effective cooperation by all so* 
cialist countries, by the world socialist system as a 
whole. Tlve socialist countries build their relations on 
the basis of the principles of equality, tree will and 
socialist internationalism. 

’l hc distinctive features of socialist construction tn 
different countries stem from the initial conditions, 
present in these countries from the difference in their 
levels of economic, political, and cultural develop¬ 
ment. Certain difficulties also effect it. In the coun¬ 
ties where imperialism left the productive forces at 
a low level, where they had to develop from a com¬ 
paratively low level of socialisation, the problems in¬ 
volved in building socialism are more complex. In 
other countries disproportions in the development of 
individual industries or in the utilisation of resources 
may spring up. An exceptional role in this process is 
played by the experience and maturity of the subjec¬ 
tive factor, e.g., the leading public organisations and 
executive personnel. 

The CPSU and otlier communist and workers 
parties of the socialist community do not make an 
ideal of the experience of individual countries or «»t 
separate features of any society building socialism in 
which historical and national distinctiveness is mani¬ 
fested. Each country is affected by diverse empirical 
circumstances, specific natural, objective i, initial i 
and internal conditions and the external influence of 
the international situation. The general objective law's 
governing socialist construction in different countries 
can be disclosed only by generalising from the sum 
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total of the processes and developments involved. 
Moreover, it is necessary to take into account ccitnin 
new circumstances which may arise when making use 
of the material prerequisites and subjective conditions 
that have taken shape under capitalism, and to consid¬ 
er the growing role of the world socialist system and 
the first country of developed socialism, the USSR 

The most complete statement of the general laws 
governing the building of socialism is contained in the 
Declaration of the Meeting of Representatives of the 
Communist and Workers’ Parties of the Socialist 
Countries, held in Moscow in 1957. They arc: 

— guidance of the working masses by the working 
class, the core of which is the Marxist-Leninist party, 
in effecting proletarian revolution in one form or 
another and establishing one form or another of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat; 

— the alliance of the working class and the bulk of 
the jieawntry and other sections of the working peo- 
plc; 

— the abolition of capitalist ownership and the es¬ 
tablish mem of public ownership of the basic means 
of production; 

— gradual socialist reconstruction of agriculture; 

— planned development of the national economy 
aimed at building socialism and communism, at rail* 
ing the standard of living of the working people; 

— the carrying out of the socialist revolution in 
the sphere of ideology and culture and the creation of 
a numerous intelligent^ I devoted to the working class, 
the working people and the cause of socialism; 
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— the abolition of national oppression and the es¬ 
tablishment of equality and fraternal friendship 
among- peoples; 

defence of the achievements of socialism against 
attacks by external and internal enemies; 

— solidarity of the working class of the country 
concerned with the working class of other countries, 
that is, proletarian internationalism. 

The general objective laws governing the building 
of socialism are creatively employed by the fraternal 
parties as a guide to building socialism in the concrete 
circumstances prevailing in a given country. 

Lenin wrote: 'All nations will arrive at socialism - 
this is inevitable, but all will do so in not exactly the 
same way, each will contribute something of its own 
to some form of democracy, to some variety of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, to the varying rate of 
Socialist transformations in the different aspects of so¬ 
cial life." 

2. Socialism: Essence, 

Principal Features and Aims 

Socialism, which lias become a reality in the USSR 
and marly other countries of the world socialist system, 
is steadily growing stronger and developing, pasting 
through a number of stages in the process. To disclose 
the advantages of socialism is to disclose its essence, 

1 V. I. Lenin, “A Caricature of Marxism and Imperialist 
Economiun', Collected V I. 23, Moscow, 1964, 

p. 70. 
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the objective laws of its functioning, its principles, 
arid aims. 

Socialism is a society of emancipated, socialised 
labour, based on socialist ownership of the means of 
production, and the political rule of the working class, 
of the working people. It is a highly organised society, 
developing according to plan and scientifically admi- 
iiisteuxl on the basis of democratic centralism, a so- 
cicty with qualitatively new forma of participation by 
ilw people in the economic, political, and cultural 
life, In this society, on die basis of public ownership 
of the meant of production, relations of genuine col¬ 
lectivism, cooperation and comradely mutual assis¬ 
tance arc firmly established; new and l>etirr opportu¬ 
nities for die development of production, administra¬ 
tion and culture emerge; men’s abilities and talents 
unfold; and their needs, especially tire need for creat¬ 
ive work, increase. The working man, whose social 
activity ami creative initiative are the decisive factor 
in building die new life, becomes the hub of society's 
development. Achievement of the aims of s<xialisrn L 
ensured as working people arc drawn on a large scale 
into public activity and condition* arc provided enabl¬ 
ing each citizen to increase his personal contribution 
to the public welfare. 

There are different factors testifying to the matur¬ 
ity of socialist society, the principal one of them be¬ 
ing the level to which the productive forces ami so¬ 
cio-economic relations, the real socialisation of Inborn 
and production, and the socialist relations of property 
arc developed, and the degree to which the objective 






42 


SOCIALISM AS A SOCIAL SYSTEM 


laws of socialism are brought into play. A definite Va¬ 
lance is achieved between relations of production and 
t hc character of the productive forces, and a material 
and technical foundation adequate to the new socia 
system is built. A unity of social labour and socia. 
property emerges, i.e., the means of production turn 
into the proper objective conditions of the existence o 
labour, which, in its turn, appropriates these condi¬ 
tions as a collective force. The unity of labour and 
property i» manifested under socialism above all m the 
activity of the working cla», whose leading role is 
based on socialist ownership of the means of produc- 
non and on its being the main productive force, owing 
to its connection with the kinds of production which 
R ,e the most advanced technically, technologically, 

and economically- . . , 

The policy of socialist society is based on principles 
which follow from the objective laws governing the 
building of socialism and communism, such as, for 
example, the main principle of socialism. Train each 
according to his ability, to each according to Ins wort , 
the principles of democratic centralism, proletarian 
internationalism, and so on. Their implementation 
becomes increasingly consistent as the essence ol so¬ 
cialism develops and deepens. 

Simultaneously there occurs the process of mould¬ 
ing the harmonious individual. 

Socialism is an independent, piolonged phase ol 
dcvnloptnem, "Hid- comist, of «ag« lollmvmg * 
another in a definite succession, and is governed 
specific objective laws. Socialism will not grow owl 
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into Communism until every possibility of its own de¬ 
velopment has been exhausted. Mature socialism de¬ 
velops on its own foundations, on the basis of the 
economy, policy, social and class structure, culture 
and ideology adequate to it. 

The objective laws of socialism also govern the de¬ 
velopment of socialism into communism. 

In a developed socialist society, the creative abili¬ 
ties of the masses are displayed ever more broadly, and 
the objective laws of socialism arc manifested and 
used in the interests of the working class and all 
working people ever more fully. The material, cultur¬ 
al and intellectual prerequisites of man's all-round 
development appear in society. In this lies the mean¬ 
ing of social progress, which attains its summit under 
communism. 

Tile socialist countries now at the stage of build¬ 
ing mature socialism arc tackling the problems of 
further advancing the productive forces, perfecting 
social relations, and providing the conditions for the 
all-round development of the individual. The harmo¬ 
nious development of socialist society as an integral 
system implies taking into account the reciprocal 
multilateral relations of its separate parts, of such 
factors, above all, as the growth of labour productiv¬ 
ity and the efficiency of production. It h i< been stres¬ 
sed at congresses of the fraternal parties that a dcvel- 
n-H-d socialist society, the building of which con¬ 
stitutes the current stage of development, is charac¬ 
terised above all by a joining of the advances of the 
scientific and technical revolution with the new so- 
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cial relations, and by a comprehensive solution of po¬ 
litical, socio-economic, cultural, and educational* 
ideological problems, which makes it possible to sat¬ 
isfy people's ever-growing needs. 

A Marxist-Leninist analysis of society implies a com¬ 
prehensive approach, all conditions on which progress 
depends being studied and intrinsic distinctive featur¬ 
es and contradictions revealed. Simultaneously this 
analysts is based on die tingling out of essential relat¬ 
ionships of social phenomena and key social processes. 
The latter, according to Marx, arc the relations among 
men in the sphere of production. In the dialectics of 
relations of production and productive forces, he dis¬ 
covered the basic structure from which the entire 
network of complex social relationships develops. The 
level of development of productive forces and of ma¬ 
turity of social relations, the degree of utilisation of 
economic laws and socialism’s internal organisation, 
social homogeneity and harmony, the proportionate¬ 
ness of the development of its individual spliercs, their 
comprehensiveness and balance, the democratism of 
management, the amount of individual freedom, and 
the increased well-being of the working people may 
be considered as general criteria of the degree to 
which socialism has developed. The character of the 
changes and progress in all spheres of social life i< 
determined l>y the fundamental changes in tin- mode 
of production, the high level of socialisation, the in- 
tensivem-vs and i-fliciency of production, the wealth of 
real opportunities for human development, tin? harmo¬ 
nious combination of social, collective and individual 


FSSrNCE AND PRINCIPLES Of SOCIALISM 


45 

interests, And the social, political, moral, and ideolog¬ 
ical unity of society. 

As has already been pointed out, the strategic aim 
of socialism and communism is to provide fnt tin- all¬ 
round development of all members of society. This 
aim is objectively inherent in the main economic law 
of socialism, which essentially consists in making social 
production serve the satisfaction of the growing ma¬ 
terial, cultural and intellectual requirements and 
unhampered all-round development of all members 
of society, and in creating the material conditions 
necessary for it by advancing production. 

The socio-economic conditions underlying the de¬ 
velopment of socialism arc not static. The operation 
of the main economic law of socialism intensifies as 
the social system attains maturity. Speaking at the 
24th CPSU Congress of live material possibilities of 
realising the economic laws of socialism, Leonid 
Ilyich Brezhnev said: ‘In the early stages of build¬ 
ing socialism, it will lie recalled, wo were compelled 
to concentrate on the top priorities, on which the very 
existence of the young Soviet state depended. Now 
the situation is changing. Not only do we wish to—for 
we have always wished it—but we can and must deal 
simultaneously with a broader set of problems.... 
While breaking through in one sector or another, be 
it ever so important, we can no longer afford any 
drawn-out lag in any of die others.' 1 

1 24th Confirm of the Conimumt Patty of thr Soviet 
Union, Nt>vcati Pr» Agency Publiihtng H use. 

1971, p. 40. 
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Coming to the fore at present is the* integrity of the 
economic system, the comprehensive character of its 
economic and social development and the combining 
of long-term and current problem*, of sectoral and 
territorial planning, which includes utilisation of nat¬ 
ural resources and the accumulated technical po¬ 
tential, and efforts to make production more efficient 
and icduce production losses, on the one hand, and 
protection of the environment and its more rational 
adaptation to man's needs, on the other. Such combin¬ 
ing of the principles of the socialist economy presup¬ 
poses the presence of appropriate material conditions 
or it would he mere wishful thinking. For example, 
the problems of environmental protection arc linked 
with definite requirements as to the organisation of 
social labour. 

Where there are new proldems, there must also lx-, 
new means of dealing with them. The economic laws 
of socialism are utilised in the context of the scien¬ 
tific and technological revolution, which alters the 
technical-economic essence of the methods of 
production, promotes the Creative growth of the work¬ 
ing man, changes his attitude to nature, and requires 
new means of dealing with social problem*. Society 
has to take into account not only the immediate con¬ 
sequences of technical solutions in a given sphere, 
but also the consequences that will follow for other 
related areas of social life. Socialist socio-economic 
relations make it necessary to forecast the effect of 
man's influence on nature. These interrelationships 
are fully provided for under real socialism, this being 
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one of the distinctive characteristics of the develop¬ 
ment of mature socialism. 

Tlte scientific and technological revolution helps 
to ;i considerable extent to deal with the problems 
involved in building the material and technical 
foundations of communism, attain the stage of de¬ 
veloped socialism, ami also achieve success in the 
economic rare with capitalism. In the documents of 
the communist parties of the socialist countries, mak¬ 
ing use of the scientific and technological revolution 
and combining its insults with the advantages of the 
soc ialist system are defined as the main factors in 
building a material and technical base corre sponding 
to developed socialism. One cannot, however, agree 
with the view that the Scientific and technological rev¬ 
olution is by itself, quite apart from the relation.* of 
production, a criterion of the maturity of the socialist 
system. One essential distinctive featuic of socialism 
consists in the all-round, gradual development of man 
as the main productive force and the subject of so¬ 
cio-economic relations, and in his growing ability to 
avail himself of the opportunities offered !>y the social¬ 
ist system. The level of the scientific and technolog¬ 
ical revolution is determined above all by the de¬ 
velopment of the main productive force, man. In 
order to serve this purpose well, the scientific ami 
technological revolution must be a process consciously 
regulated and directed according to plan by society 
and the state. 

Thus, wc come again to the crux of the problem, 
i.c., the need to take into account the process of pco- 
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pic's all-round development and the character of the 
relations of production. What is required is a more 
detailed definition of the equality of men ami classes 
with respect to the basic means of production under 
socialism and the still continuing inequality in the 
sphere of distribution according to work performed. 

The immediate relation of the owners of the means 
of production m the immediate producers, Marx 
wrote, is a relation each form of which corresponds 
to a definite stage in the development of production 
and is the hidden baas of the social system. 

Under capitalism, labour is rapidly socialised 
through large-scale production, monopoly domina¬ 
tion, and the rule of finance capital, which causes an 
unprecedented squandering of social energies, above 
all, those of the principal producer, the working class, 
The founders of Marxism-Leninism stressed, there¬ 
fore, that the socialist revolution was the most 
thorough negation of traditional property relations, 
that it created new conditions for the socialisation of 
labour and production by establishing public owner¬ 
ship of the means of production and introducing 
planned, organised regulation of society's develop¬ 
ment. 

Socialist property develops in a way which is far 
from simple, and which starts with the nationalisation 
of the basic means of production. 

The development of socialist property is based on 
a harmonious and more or less simultaneous develop* 
menl of all the main spheres of society, including pol¬ 
ities, ideology, culture and the processes of the erncr- 
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gencc of new forms of production and labour activity 
and the improvement of the political management of 
society. After nationalisation has been completed, the 
improvement of property relations in the course of 
building socialism, and then on socialism’s own foun¬ 
dations, comes to the fore. 

The problem of quality and efficiency of labour 
and production is closely bound up with their 
further socialisation and the consolidation of social¬ 
ist property. 

The development of technical and organisational 
factors' is a highly important prerequisite of these 
processes, Lenin rightly pointed out that the socialisa¬ 
tion and further improvement of socialist property 
was linked with the progress of science and technol¬ 
ogy and the mastering of new resourci •>, and si¬ 
multaneously with the. development of methods of 
organisation and management, belter rescaich facil¬ 
ities, ami an adequate supply of qualified personnel 
for tlu* national economy. 

An important way of advancing pnxloctiou in the 
course of building a developed socialist society is its 
intensification. This problem is not confined to the 

1 In thin connection the following two extreme* .irr en¬ 
countered! while the 'left' radicals (c.g,. the ‘New Left', 
Neo-Troukyite*, and the like) think little of the progress 
of science and technology, the r.cdtl-wu nj opportunists and 
advocates of capitalism believe that it can rev ive all of 
mankind's crucial problem 1 lit cither Instance, the. technical 
and economic (technical and organisational} aspoct is view¬ 
ed in isolation from the socio-economic aspect. 
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use of new scientific discoveries, computerisation and 
introdui tinn of tin.* hurst methods of production man¬ 
agement. The achievements of science ami technolo¬ 
gy which serve production lead to the further division 
of labour, accompanied by growing cooperation and 
enormous concentration of production. Therefore, 
the revolution performed by socialism in the sphere 
of production is largely concerned with its greater 
socialisation on die basis of public ownership. These 
processes are accompanied by the development of 
economic relationships in all aspects of production, at 
all stages of reproduction, i.e., production, distribu¬ 
tion, exchange, and consumption. The internationali¬ 
sation of economic tics between the countries in the 
socialist community becomes increasingly necessaiy. 
The significance of the socialisation of production 
transcends die limits of scientific and technological 
changes in the economy; die process is inseparable 
from economic growth at large. Socialisation not only 
presupposes certain technical ami organisational 
forms, but has socio-economic significance above all. 
It is responsible for the greater importance of public 
ownership as a ven ial and economic factor of soci d 
progress. Public ownership increases the work col¬ 
lective's social responsibility for properly using the 
means oi production directly at in disposal, ra¬ 
tionally utilising the achievements of science and 
technology, and natural resources, for ensuring the 
necessary balance in the development of production, 
and for making production more efficient. 

it must be stressed that this real form of social re¬ 


lations is linked with the political sphere, which, by 
its due consideration of the objective economic laws 
of socialism, promotes the combination of the interests 
of society, the work collective, and the individual, 
thereby enhancing the responsibility of work col¬ 
lectives for the affairs of society. 

Effective combination of economic requirements 
and social rules stimulating unhampered creative 
work, and concurrence of the interests of society, the 
collective and the individual an* impossible in the 
conditions of capitalist market relations, with their 
corresponding methods of using the results of the 
scientific and technological revolution 

Under socialism, public ownership forms the basis 
of the economic system and simultaneously of every 
aspect of social development. Owing to the predo¬ 
minance of public ownership and the improvement 
of its forms, developed socialism has become a so¬ 
ciety in which powerful productive forces and a 
progressive science ami culture have been created, 
in which the people's living standards arc constantly 
rising, a I'd more and nime favourable conditions 
are being provided for the all-round development of 
the individual. It is a society of high organisational 
capacity, ideological commitment, and awareness of 
the working people, cliaractcriscd by high discipline, 
initiative, by devotion to die cause of socialism, pat¬ 
riotism and internationalism. Thanks to the relations 
of public ownership, socialism is developing into a 
socially homogeneous society as all social strata, 
classes, nations and nationalities draw together. Thus 
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the idea of the fraternal solidarity of all working 
people is being realised in practice as the supreme ex¬ 
pression of their glowing freedom and equality. 

f lic processes of socialism's development express 
the unity of the objective and die subjective fac¬ 
tors. The communist parties of the socialist countries 
have elaborated a conception of the developed so¬ 
cialist society which forms the basis of any realistic 
political line of action. 

During the building of developed Socialism and 
communism, greater significance attaches to the sub¬ 
jective factor. This implies, above all, the con*olida- 
tion of the leading role of the working class and its 
Marxist-Leninist party, which concerns itself with 
(hr rational use of society'* material and cultural re¬ 
sources, constantly keeps account of the needs and 
interest* of the working people, regulates social pro¬ 
cesses, and fosters new forms of social activity by ci¬ 
tizens. 

The nuvses grow more and more eduran-d, lietler 
trained, and more organised. The ideological and or¬ 
ganisation il unity of the masses makes it possible to 
solve intricate problems which emerge in the course 
of socialist and communist construction. 

Collective moral and organisational stimuli and 
voluntary observance of the principles of collectivity 
gradually come to play a gieatei and greater part. 
It becomes increasingly possible for society as a whole 
to exert a comprehensive influence on the devel¬ 
opment uf all areas of public life and conservation 
of the environment. 


ESSENCE AND PRINCtPI.ES OF SOCIALISM 

3. Socialism: Emergence and Stages 
of Development 

‘The bourgeois relations of production,' Marx 
wrote, ‘are the last antagonistic form of the social 
process of production antagonistic not in the sense 
of individual antagonism, hut of one arising from 
the social conditions of life of the individuals; at the 
same time the productive forces developing in the 
womb of bourgeois society create the material condi¬ 
tions for the solution of that antagonism. This social 
formation brings, therefore, the prehistory of human 
society to a close .' 1 

Removing social antagonisms from the life of so¬ 
ciety, socialism b ads out into the scKi.il arena the 
great mass of the working people, the ieal makers of 
history. In this sense, socialism begins the real history 
of human society, reflecting the constructive work of 
the masses, of the working class and its vanguard, 
the Marxist-Leninist party, a political party of a 
new type. 

Thus, socialism's place in history is determined by 
the fact that it opens the real history of human so¬ 
ciety, when it is free from social antagonisms. In so¬ 
cialist society there is no exploitation of man by 
man, no economic compulsion, no clashing of class 
interests, economic crises, unemployment, no econom¬ 
ic or social backwardness of peoples and regions. 

' Karl Marx, ‘Prefate to ;i Contribute a to the Critique 
of Political Economy\ in: Karl Mane and Frederick Eti^cls, 
Setteled MV/tAs, in three wliime- W>1. I, PiOgfCM l\ititi- 
ihcri, Moscow, 1976, p. 501. 
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This demonstrates the advantages of socialism a* a 
young, dynamically developing social system. 

Bourgeois sociologists contend that the role of so¬ 
cialism in history is similar to that of state-monopoly 
capitalism, as both, according to them, pave the 
way for the so-called postindustrial society. The un- 
soundness of this assertion is obvious. It is aimed ;»l 
confusing and disorganising the workers in the capi¬ 
talist countries and persuading them that it is possible 
to go over to a new social system without any social 
revolution, class struggle or the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

The question of the historical place of socialism 
is of great importance to the strategy of the interna¬ 
tional communist and working-class movement, the 
development of the anti-imperialist struggle, and the 
further progress of the world socialist system. Anoth¬ 
er important question is the correlation of social¬ 
ism ami communism, the correlation of the individual 
stages in the development of socialism, and the com¬ 
mon features of the two phases of the communist for¬ 
mation and their development. The solution of these 
problems is facilitated by the concrete realisation of 
the strategy of the building of socialism and com¬ 
munism. 

The problems of the historic d place and develop¬ 
mental dynamics of socialism and communism were 
treated in broad outline in tire works of Marx, En¬ 
gels. and Lenin. Marx and Engels constantly spe¬ 
cified their conception of the main features of the 
future society and of the phases of its development. 
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Lenin developed their postulates further, simulta¬ 
neously making some points more concrete, with due 
account of the international and do*ncitic conditions 
induced by the emergence of imperialism l hr lug Ires t 
stage of capitalism. In view of the further accumula¬ 
tion of revolutionary experience and the building of 
socialist society in other countries, these conclusions 
were developed further in the documents of the 
CPSL 1 and the fraternal communist and workris |wr¬ 
ites of the socialist countries, in the documents of the 
international communist and working-class move¬ 
ment and in thcnfrlii d discussions held by Marxists- 
Leninists. The socialist countries and the internation¬ 
al working-class movement take a creative approach 
to the conclusions drawn by the founders of Marxism- 
Leninism, in the spirit of their revolutionary legacy. 

Considering the question of the historical place of 
socialism, Marx substantiated, in his Critique of the 
Gotha Programme, the conception of the two phases 
of communism, pointing out that ‘between capitalist 
and communist society lies the period of tin* icvolu* 
lion.try transformation of the one into the other. 
Corresponding to this is also a political transition pe¬ 
riod in which the si ite ran be nothing but the revo¬ 
lutionary dictatoisliip of the proletariat'.' Developing 
and enriching the Marxist propositions, Lenin ar¬ 
rived at the conclusion that communism, in the early 


1 Karl Marx and Frederick £ngch, Selected IVorit, in 
three volumes, Vol. 3, Ptogrm Publishers, Moscow, 197G, 

p. 26. 
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stages of the first phase, cannot be fully mature eco¬ 
nomically, completely free from the traditions or ves¬ 
tiges of capitalism. Distribution still accords with the 
amount of work performed, strict account must be 
kept of the measure of labour .md of consumption, 
and individual material incentives within the frame* 
work of society’s responsibility for each worker, and 
each worker’s responsibility foi the welfare of society, 
air still necessary. 

Describing the liist ph.iT nf development, Marx 
wrote: 'What we have to deal with here is a commu¬ 
nist society, not :ss it has devrl'iprd on its own foun¬ 
dations", hut, on the contrary, just as it eihitges from 
c apitalist Society; which is thus in every respect, eco¬ 
nomically, morally and intellectually, still stamped 
with the birthmarks of the old society from whose 
womb it emerges .’ 1 Socialism is nm yet complete 
communism, but even so, it has features that are com* 
mon to the Communist formation as a whole. The 
natural features of this formation are manifested 
under it in levs developed form. Lenin strewed that 
‘insofar as the means of production become com¬ 
mon property, the word “communism” is also ap¬ 
plicable here, providing we do not forget that thi* 
is n»l complete communism*.* The common aim of 
social ion am: communism is to create the conditions 
for the all-round development of the individual and 


’ Ibid., p. 17. 

3 V. I. Lcuin, ‘The State and Revolution', CcUccled 
U'otki, VoJ. 25, Moscow , 196-1, p. 471. 
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the satisfaction of his needs by attaining a high level 
of productive forces and relations of production. 

The discussions of Marxists-Leninists, which draw 
on the experience of socialist construction, help to 
develop the concepts of socialism, especially the re¬ 
lation between the essence of socialism and the birth¬ 
marks of capitalism, the development of socialism 
on its own foundations, and so on. Their conclusions 
promote a better understanding of the process where¬ 
by socialism grows over into communism. The 
theoreticians, moreover, proceed from the premise 
that socialism is a qualitatively definite, relatively 
long phase in the development i>f communist society, 
during which both general features of the formation 
ns a whole, and the s|xvific laws and fe.iluivs of so- 
rial ism as an integral system operate. The experience 
of building socialism shows that the inevitable histor¬ 
ical jx*ii<xJ between capitalism and socialism, which 
starts with the launching of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat (after the victorious socialist revolution) 
and terminates in the inauguration of the socialUt 
phase of the communist socio-economic formation, is 
determined by the complexity of the clast struggle, 
pluralistic pattern of the economy and l>v the need in 
abolish private Ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion, to convert small-scale production into luge- 
scale socialist production, to perform a cultural re¬ 
volution, and to lay the foundations of socialism in 
all areas of social life. 

The transition [H*riod is not determined by any 
even the most important—single aspect of the social 
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process. Ii paves the way for victorious socialism, yet 
it decs not form a part of its fust stage, which begins 
with the building of its foundations, since it does not 
correspond to the qualitative characteristics of so* 
curium Tt gives expression to the specific develop¬ 
mental features of individual countries, but it has 
objective, general natural features of it' own. 

During the transition period, a fierce class strug¬ 
gle g«s on between the advancing forces of social¬ 
ism and the forces representing the capitalist or pre¬ 
capitalist system. The pluralistic pattern of the eco¬ 
nomy still exists, but socialisation of the means of 
production on the principles of socialist ownership 
steadily gains in importance. The country become' 
industrialised, agriculture is organised along coope¬ 
rative lines, and the basis of comprehensive and uni¬ 
fies! national planning is laid, 

One essential condition for the triumph of the so¬ 
cialist mode of production is the socialisation of 
farm production by drawing individual peasant 
households in various ways into collective (coopera¬ 
tive) production. 

During the transition period, a twofold social pro¬ 
cess takes place. The economy, based in the past on 
labour exploitation and private ownership of the 
means of production, is reorganised and the old class 
pattern is abolished, and a new social class structure, 
represented by friendly classes, social groups and 
sections of the working people, is formed. 

Simultaneously, an acute dais struggle continues. 
The remnants of the overthrown classes try to enlist 
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the support of vncillatois, to be found particularly 
among the peasants. Therefore, the victorious work¬ 
ing class must strengthen its class alliance with tire 
working peasants, stamp out the rural bourgeoisie as 
a class, draw the average peasant into the struggle 
for socialism, firmly rely on the pooi peasants and 
speed up socialist change in the countryside. \u<l 
although the bourgeoisie as a class cannot reconcile 
itself to the dictatorship of the proletariat, its sepa¬ 
rate groups may nevertheless cooperate for some time 
economically and politically with the new social force. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat takes resolute 
steps to overcome the antithesis, inherited front capi¬ 
talism, between town and country and between 
mental and physical labour, it ends national oppres¬ 
sion and promotes cooperation and mutual assistance 
among the peoples that have embarked on the road 
to socialism. 

During the transition period, the tendency towards 
consolidating the positions of socialism becomes 
stronger, As a result of the class struggle, which pro- 
reeds in various form*, the old world keeps losing its 
positions owe after another. Notwithstanding this, 
it can rally its forces so as to retard the revolutionary 
process or restore capitalism. That is why the resolu¬ 
tion, a* Lenin taught, must consolidate its defences. 
It can carry out its tasks only given broad proletarian 
solidarity and implementation of the principles of 
proletarian internationalism. 

Thus, the transition period i> an objective natu¬ 
ral process which cannot be underestimated without 
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harming the interests of the revolution, It ends with 
the elimination of capitalist production and bour¬ 
geois social relations in every shape and form, and 
the creation of economic, social and political condi¬ 
tions making the restoration of capitalism impossible. 

Historical experience of the development of so¬ 
cialism shows that after the transition period is 
over—after the foundations of socialism have been 
built, as this boundary is defined in the USSR—so- 
ci dism enters the stage of its firm establishment in 
all spheres of the life of society, i.c., the stage of con¬ 
sistently building developed socialist society. The 
cieation of the material and technical foundations of 
socialism means that the new social system has ac¬ 
quired a material basis of its own, having changed 
its social nature, the organisation of the productive 
forces, and that it has firmly established new relations 
of production, based on two forms of public proper¬ 
ty. i e., state (belonging to all the people) and roller* 
tive*fann-<o0pecative property which presupposes a 
planned development of the entire socialist economy. 

Even at this stage, the socialist economy is devel¬ 
oping at a rate which demonstrates the advantages 
of socialism, labour productivity being higher than 
under the old bourgeois system or during the period 
of transition from capitalism to socialism. 

The second stage is developed socialism, a new 
historical landmark on the road to communism. Its 
distinctive feature is tint, scientific and technology 
i d progress having been combintfd with the advan¬ 
tages of socialism, highly developed productive force? 
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have been created and a drastic turn has been effected 
towards intensive economic development. The orga¬ 
nisation of social production at large has changed, 
Incoming the key element of socialism's own founda¬ 
tions and satisfying mote fully than before the qua¬ 
litatively greater requirements of society and man. 
Relations of production and the character of labour 
have been perfected. Developed socialism is the stage 
ot maturity of the new society at which .ill social 
relations are completely and finally reorganised on 
the basis of the collectivist principles inherent in so¬ 
cialism, Hence it provide* the free scope for the ope¬ 
ration of the law s of socialism and manifestation of its 
advantages in every field. Hence the organic integri¬ 
ty and dynamism of the social system, its political 
stability, and its unbreakable internal unity, In the 
political sphere, developed socialism implies the fur* 
tlicr broad development of democracy. 

I he building of developed socialist society, how* 
evi r, far from exhausts the potentialities of socialism. 

What ii the perspei live for socialist development 1 
As history testifies, it is impossible to paw from the 
transition period, after a relatively brief interval, di¬ 
rectly to communism. ‘Until the “higherphase of 
communism arrives,' Lenin wrote, 'the socialists de¬ 
mand the strictest control by society and by tlu slate 
over the measure of Labour and the measure of con¬ 
sumption'. 1 

Socialism should not be seen as some sott of tran* 

' V. I. Lenin, 'Ike Slate and Revolution', Collected 
H'orkt, Vul. 25, p. 470. 
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sitional stage on the road to comntunism, without any 
qualitative basis of its own 
We have already noted ih ii the essence <•! socialism 
differ* from that ot communism, that it has its own 
features. But basically this rssence is the wine, being 
the promotion ot man's all-round development, and 
thus of conditions in which his abilities will flower 
and his needs will be satisfied. Vet this goal is not 
realised in the same degree at different stages ot 
communism, and even at different stages of socialism. 
It would therefore be no less wrong, and actually 
metaphysical, to regard socialism and socialist rela¬ 
tions as something immutable. Lenin noted in this 
connection: . .how infinitely niendacioui is the or¬ 
dinary bourgeois conception of socialism as some¬ 
thing lifeless, rigid, fixed once and for all.. ,' 1 'Hie 
developed socialist society solves the problems of 
building the material and technical foundation*, ot 
communism as the conditions for pacing on to com¬ 
munist relations. 

Communism is a society where their is single na¬ 
tional ownership of the means of production and 
complete social equality of citizens, where, along 
with man s all-round development, the productive 
forces will grow on the basis of major advances in 
science and technology, labour will change in char¬ 
acter and heroine a prime vital necessity, classes 
will disappear, as will the essential differences bet¬ 
ween town and country' and between mental and 
physical work. The old division of labour w ill hr end- 
1 /*/(#., p. 472. 
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nl manual workers will rise to the same cultural 
and technical level as brain workers. Society will 
atlain the highest stage • >f balanced Organisation of 
«f»cittl production as a whole, ensuring tlu: greatest 
produc tivity of labour and the most effective utilisa¬ 
tion of material and manpower rcsourer, for the ful- 
h U possible satisfaction of the reasonable needs of its 
mcmbeis. I.euin wrote: ’There will then be no need 
for society, in distributing products, to regulate the 
quantity to Ire received by each; each will take freely 
' according to his needs" ' But this higher phase of 
c ommunism ‘presupposes not the present productivity 
<4 labour and not the present ordinary run of people 
who ... arc capable of damaging the stocks of public 
wealth “just for fun", and of demanding the impol- 

slblcV 

Communism is a highly organised society of free, 
politically aware working people, in which public 
wlf-gevrmment will lx.* established, and whose 
in iierial and technical rase, highly efficient labour, 
and communist social relations will ensure the reali- 
Mtinn of the principle “from each aoCOiding to his 
ability, to each according to his needs*. 

The establishment of communism represents a 

• l< grre of continuity with those rhamcteristics of <o- 
ri.dism expressing the uniform essence of socialism 

• nd communism and simultaneously an achievement 
I a higher level. The specific features inherent to 

.<>* i.i I ism will necessarily disappear. 

1 Ihirf., pp. 466-70. Lenin v*n:te then- lines before the 
' ip it October Socialitt Revolution, — Erf. 
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Hie period of the further development of mature 
socialism and its transformation into communism 
will take a relatively long time. During this period, 
social relations and the moral and political stan¬ 
dards and attitude to labour of all working people 
will approach, as nearly ru possible, the level at 
which the working class and its foremost contingents 
can fulfil their social role. Simultaneously, the work¬ 
ing class itself wiJl develop, rising, .ts a whole, to 
the level which, in the future, will invest it with the 
qualities of the won her of the. communist type Thus, 
on the basis of new, more mature material and so¬ 
cial conditions, society will overcome the contradic¬ 
tions of socialism still remaining in the material and 
technical base, in the character of labour, in the- re¬ 
lations of production, in people’s requirements and 
the possibility of satisfying them, and in the method 
of distribution, The gradual development of social¬ 
ism into communism is an objective law. The creation 
of the material prerequisites of the establishment of 
communism is ensured by the constructive work of 
tire peoples of the socialist community countries in 
the course of their movement towards a developed 
socialist society. This lofty historic goal lias now be¬ 
come an immediate practical task for the working 
people of the Soviet Union, who, under the guidance 
of the CP.SU, have achieved the stage of developed 
socialism. 


CHAPTER II 


THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
or TIIE SOCIALIST COMMUNITY COUNTRIES 


1. Realisation of the Advantages of Socialism 
in the Economy! 

Its Essence and Main Features 

At die barb of the advantage* of socialism as a 
whole, which arc becoming increasingly evident in 
every area of social life in the socialist community 
countries, are its advantages in the economic sphere. 
Socialism, which liberates the main productive force 
of society, production workers, from exploitation 
and every other form of social oppression, thereby 
also liberating the whole society from class antago¬ 
nisms, gives rise to .1 fundamentally new social orga¬ 
nisation of production, with humane aims and pow¬ 
erful driving forces, such as cannot lie attained 
under c.iphuliMii, underlying the development of pro¬ 
duction. A system of objective sot ialist economic 
laws, expressing the aims, criteria, and trends of the 
development of socialist social production, takes shape. 
These laws arc more and more deeply understood 
by Marxbt-Leninist science. Using the latter as their 
theoretical foundation, the communist and workers' 
parties of die socialist community deal with the socio- 
economic tasks following from die objective laws. 
On this basis, socialism ensures die steady growth of 
the picxluctive forces, gearing the development of 
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production, ever more closely and consistently, to the 
growth of the people's material and cultural stan¬ 
dards, and gradually providing the socio-economic 
prerequisites of the transition to the higher phase of 
the communist formation. 

The advantages of socialist production manifnt 
themselves in its every aspect. They include the su¬ 
periority of the socialist relation* of production, on 
the basis of which the exploitation of man by man 
is eliminated and the social aims and criteria of pro¬ 
duction activity typical of socialism take shape; the 
advantages of the mechanism of socialist managing, 
the aim of which is to ensure a development of pro¬ 
duction adequate to these aims and criteria; the ad¬ 
vantages of the socialist economy with respect to die 
rate of growth of the productive forces and to eco¬ 
nomic proportions (their dynamic and stable devel¬ 
opment, increasingly liettei utilisation of resources, 
improvement of the pattern of production, and so 
on). In addition to (bis, one must say that all these 
advantages are merely a means towards the main 
goal of socialist production, which is to rai^e the peo¬ 
ple’* living standards and gradually to provide the 
conditions for the all-round development of the in¬ 
dividual. The presence of this goal and the steady 
advance towards it, the uninterrupted progress in 
mans social, material, and cultural and intellectual 
life in its indissoluble unity expn is mint completely 
tire historical purpose ol the new social system and 
arc the supreme criterion of the superiority of social¬ 
ism over capitalism. 
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For the first time in human history, the develop¬ 
ment of society has been illuminated by the scientific 
Marxist-Lenmiit theory, which has discovered the 
objective laws ot social progress. In the course of so¬ 
cialist construction, Marxist*Leninist theory, linked 
with practice, amis society with a more definite and 
deeper knowledge of these laws and the methods of 
thcii application. This augments the scientific sound¬ 
ness of die guidance of social development by com¬ 
munist and workers' parch v, and makes this guid¬ 
ance more efficient. 

Another characteristic of the process whereby the 
advantages of socialist production are realised is that 
this process is based on the social-production activity 
of the broad mass of the working people. The advan¬ 
tages of socialism become tangible only insofar as 
the working people get to know the laws of social de¬ 
velopment and the principles of socialism, and fol¬ 
low them in their daily practice. Therefore, the real¬ 
isation of the advantages of socialism depends ever 
so much un the educational and organisational activ¬ 
ities of the Marxist-Ix'ninist parties, which set out 
to ensure the growth of the masses' political under¬ 
standing and direct their energies towards building 
and improving the socialist society. 

The third feature characterising thr realisation of 
the economic advantages of socialism U that they are 
realised gradually, stage by stage Even as socialist 
changes are being effected in the economy, surb prin¬ 
ciples begin to be put into practice as having work- 
era combine production functions proper and the 
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functions of production management and the man a* 
gement of public affairs in general, suboid mating 
economic development to die long-term and current 
interests ot the working people, fundamentally reor¬ 
ganising the distribution of the social product and 
national income in the interests of the working peo¬ 
ple, and so on. 

These initial gains spell the creation of very im¬ 
portant social conditions basic to the life of the work¬ 
ing people under socialism. 

We know that socialist society inherits one kind 
of productive forces or another and must then build 
its own material and technical foundations adequate 
to its essence and social aims. Creating the afore¬ 
mentioned social conditions is the first step in this 
direction. The building of socialism's own material 
and technical foundations is the next stage in the 
process of realising the advantages of the new system. 
In the countries which inherited a backward or lop¬ 
sided economy when they took the socialist path, the 
material and technical foundations of socialism were 
built by industrialising the country or large areas 
of it. That often required a special effort to mobilise 
the national economic accumulations. Nevertheless, 
at this stage, too, the upsurge of production went 
hand in hand with the new social achievements of the 
socialist system, viz,, the elimination of unemploy¬ 
ment, establishment of an advanced, modern system 
of public education, health protection and social in¬ 
surance, greater consumption of material and cultur¬ 
al goods by the population, and so on. Eventually, 
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in the course of building and improving the devel¬ 
oped socialist society, it becomes possible to combine 
more closely the growth of production and of living 
standards. Concentrating their attention in the sphere 
of production on efficiency and quality, the com¬ 
munist and workers' parties gear their socio-econom¬ 
ic policy entirely to new long-range objectives. 1 lie 
latter consul in ensuring the complete satisfaction of 
all social groups’ basic material requirements, in 
conformity with scientifically substantiated, rational 
standards, even while distribution according to labour 
performed still prevails; ensuring better working 
conditions and enhancing the creative character of 
labour; accelerating the growth of citizens' cultural 
and intellectual requirements and providing for 
their ever fuller satisfaction. 

To estimate correctly how the advantages of so¬ 
cialist production arc realised, one must exercise a 
historical approach. One mult take into account, 
first, the objective possibilities of the given historical 
stage and, second, the trends of socio-economic de¬ 
velopment that have emerged dm ing the given period. 

2. Victory of the Socialist Relations 
of Production 

The advantages of the socialist economy signify its 
fundamental historical superiority over the capitalist 
economy, above all with respect to its social nature, 
the way in which the worker is connected with the 
means of production, and the type of relations bet* 
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svccn people in production. Hie basic distinctive fea¬ 
ture of the socialist economy lies in the worker’s fun¬ 
damentally different socio-economic situation, which 
rests o.n public ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion. Socialising the means of production, the work¬ 
ers are simultaneously associated owners of the me¬ 
ans of production. They control production and use 
iu results in the interests of society as a whole and 
of each of its members. In this way socialism abol¬ 
ishes the division of society into the exploiters and 
the exploited, ends the exploiters' class monopoly of 
the management of production, and rules out the sale 
and purchase of labour, and appropriation by own¬ 
ers of capital of the surplus value produced by the 
labour of workers. 

It must be stressed that socialist socialisation of 
the means of production correspunds to an objective 
need for the development of the productive forces 
and for social progress as a whole. Concentration of 
the means cf production on the basis of public own¬ 
ership above all, owneiship of the whole people— 
makes it socially possible to regulate social produc¬ 
tion on a national scale, in accordance with a single 
national plan From this follows yet another essen¬ 
tia: feature of socialist production, namely, that it 
eliminates anarchy, typical of the capitalist economy 
generally; excludes cut-throat Competition between 
economic units; and puts an end to the spontaneous 
formation of national economic projections and du- 
(ribulion of the productive forces, tiirrrlty creating 
conditions for a more rational utilisation of resources. 
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Establishment of socialist ownership of the means 
of production ensures a radical change in the goals of 
production and in the principles of distribution of its 
products in the interest of the working people. It 
creates the prerequisites of qualitative changes in the 
social division and character of labour, and of the 
development of truly democratic forms of production 
Management. In close connection with this, a qualita¬ 
tively new system of work incentives is formed, and 
not oniy material, but also ideological, moral, and 
intellectual ones. 

The equal relation of the members of society to 
the means of production as socially-owned property 
puts their legal and actual equality on a solid foun¬ 
dation. It drastically limits the distinctions in peo- 
pic’s standards of living, putting such distinctions 
within the boundaries determined l>y distribution 
according to work performed. Socialism sets up and 
expand* a system of socio-economic guarantees of an 
existence compatible with human dignity This sys¬ 
tem, which serves the implementation of the princi¬ 
ple of social justice, includes the right to guaranteed 
employment and pay in accordance with the amount 
and quality of work performed; the right to rest and 
leisure, health protection, and maintenance in old 
age, in sickness, and in the event of complete or par¬ 
tial disability or loss of the breadwinner; the right 
to housing; and the right to education. These guar¬ 
antees form the foundation of the political and in¬ 
dividual lights and freedoms of the citizens, and arc 
the condition of their implementation. With the ad- 
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vance of socialist society, these guarantees are extend* 
cd, as can he seen from the new Soviet Constitution. 

In the majority of the socialist countries, all 
branches of the national economy are founded on so¬ 
cialist ownership Of the means of production, while the 
share of tire population involved in the socialist sec¬ 
tor is close to 100 per cent 

This conclusion can he confirmed by concrete in¬ 
dicators. Thus, in 1976‘ 99.8 per cent of all basic 
production assets were socially owned in Bulgaria, 
99.1 per cent in Czechoslovakia, 99 per cent in the 
GDR, 99.5 per cent in Hungary, 99.99 per cent in 
Mongolia, 85.4 per cent in Poland, 99.3 per cent in 
Romania, and 100 per cent in the USSR, The share 
of the socialist sector in the aggregate industrial out¬ 
put of all the socialist countries amounts to 99 per 
cent. 

All braiK'hcJ of the national economy of the De¬ 
mocratic People's Republic of Korea are based enti¬ 
rely on socialist property, In the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam, ihe socialist sector dominating the econ¬ 
omy of the North of the country U being strengthen¬ 
ed. while the economy of South Vietnam is under¬ 
going socialist transformation. 

In most of the socialist countries nobody works for 
hire for private employers. Where there am still a few 
very small enterprises using hired labour (or keeping 

1 The ficurej quoted by the authors refer mainly to the 
period up tn 1977. i.e.. before the monograph was complet¬ 
ed.— 


apprentices), the number of hired workers at such 
enterprises amounts to an insignificant proportion of 
the total force of industrial and office workers en¬ 
gaged in the national economy. In most of the socialist 
countries practically all peasants have gone over to 
the socialist form of economy, joining producers’ 
cooperatives. 

Far-reaching social changes have occurred also in 
those socialist countries where the pluralistic pattern 
of the economy has not yet been overcome and where 
there arc more or Ies3 numerous social strata (mainly 
the peasants) based on small-commodity production. 
In these countries, too, socialism, which holds key 
positions, completely determines the path of society's 
development. In those countries where the small- 
commodity mode of production predominates, the 
successes scored by socialist construction make it pos¬ 
sible today to ensure the leading role of the socialist 
sector with respect to the small-commodity sector, 
and increasingly to draw individual peasants into the 
farm produce production and sales system organised 
arid controlled by the socialist state. 

By socialising the means of production, socialism 
solves the cardinal problems of social progress. 

First of all, as a result of socialisation of lire means 
of production, the relations of production arc in 
principle brought into keeping with the require¬ 
ments of the development of the productive forces. 
The new production relations determine the new 
aims and criteria of the expansion of production anti 
of its economic efficiency. This helps to strengthen 
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the community of fundamental interests of society, 
it? classes, work collectives, and individual workers. 
There emerge workers of n new type, increasingly 
combining the functions of producers and masters of 
production, and regarding labour more and more as 
a duty and vital requirement. 

Favourable social condition? fnr a more effective 
utilisation of national economic, resources arc 
established. It becomes possible to speed up the pro¬ 
gress of science and technology and further the scien¬ 
tific and technological revolution, systematically re¬ 
gulating its social effects in the interest of man; the 
sociai conditions become favourable for environment¬ 
al protection. 

Lastly, the socialist socialisation of the means of 
production results in the emergence of international 
economic relations of a new type, expressive of the 
socialist countries’ cooperation and mutual assistance. 

As socio-economic development proceeds in the so¬ 
cialist countries, the socialist relations of production, 
the socialist social organisation of production, are 
further improved. The state sector and the cooperative 
form of economy becoming interconnected and drawn 
together, the working people are given a greater part 
in the management of production, the socialist rela¬ 
tions of distribution arc perfected, and to on. The 
solution of these problems leads to a higher maturity 
id the socialist relations of production and a fuller 
realisation of their essence 

Thus, as socialist social ownership of the means of 
production is firmly established, it becomes possible 
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to subordinate the development of production to the 
aims of raising the people's living standards and pro¬ 
moting the gradual emergence of the requisite condi¬ 
tions for the free and all-round development of the 
individu il. Such is the objective, the supieme goal of 
socialist production, which society has perceived and 
taken as its guide to action. In pursuing this goal, 
socialist society rules out methods of expanding 
production and making it more effective that are in¬ 
compatible with its social tasks and principles, social 
justice, social security, and the welfare of its citizens. 
This is a permanent factor in social development un- 
der socialism and one of the manifestations of its hu¬ 
manitarian essence. This factor puts definite limits to 
the growth of current profitability of production as 
Socialism rejects the capitalist methods of ‘stimulating’ 
workers (above all, unemployment as a means of 
pressuring workers), as well as excessive intensity of 
labour, which undermines workers’ health. This fac¬ 
tor is of great importance to man as it serves to create 
a special social atmosphere in society, marked b\ an 
attitude towards workers which sees them not only as 
the main productive force, but also as individuals 
whose welfare and development in the broad sense 
of the word are the main yardstick of social develop¬ 
ment. It is. in fact, one of die fundamental principles 
of socialism, which must always be taken into con¬ 
sideration when comparing the indicators of economic 
efficiency of socialist and capitalist production. 

This in rig sense implies any underestimation of the 
struggle for high economic efficiency of production, 
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which is accompanied by a harmonious combination 
of the principles of humanism and of rational cco- 
nomic management. The struggle for economic effi¬ 
ciency is being given more anti more attention, social¬ 
ly acceptable methods fur carrying on this struggle 
being carefully selected. Socialism cannot, neverthe¬ 
less, exempt the worker from some, often burden¬ 
some, circumstances, such as, for instance, the need 
to leant a new trade, attendant on the changing type 
of production, reduction of the labour force at one 
enterprise or another, and so on. In such cases, 
however, everything is done to make it easier for the 
worker to adjust to these changes and to give him 
a stake in them. 

3, Improvement 

oj Socialist Management Method* 

Whereas the capitalist economic mechanism serves 
the reproduction of capital, i.e., the process of the 
exploitation of workers, the socialist economic mecha¬ 
nism works for tlm implementation of the main eco¬ 
nomic law of socialism, i e., expresses the interests of 
society as a whole. Wheteas the functioning of the 
capitalist economic mechanism is based on pursuit of 
profit by each capitalist enterprise, a situation which 
systematically conflicts with the interests of national 
economic developmental large, the functioning of 
the socialist economic mechanism serves the interests 
of the national economy as a whole. Whereas the capi- 
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talUt economic mechanism is incapable of mtnoving 
the contradiction between the efficient running of 
capitalist enterprises and anarchy in production on a 
national scale, the socialist economic met hanism trans¬ 
lates into practice the opportunities for balanced de¬ 
velopment of the socialist econuiny as a whole. Where¬ 
as the capitalist economic mechanism keeps repro¬ 
ducing the contradictions <>f the capitalist economy 
and is unable to prevent their aggravation, which in¬ 
creasingly disrupts the capitalist economic system, the 
socialist economic mechanism is aimed at a conscious 
resolution of the noil-antagonistic contradictions of 
the growth of the socialist economy, at its all-round 
consolidation. 

The economic mechanism of socialist managing in¬ 
cludes a' its principal elements planning, regulation 
and promotion of the development of production. It 
is characterised above all by the following principles: 
—the scientific character of the planning and man¬ 
agement of the national economy, consideration of the 
objective laws governing the development of nature 
and society; 

—the unity of politics and economics, a party ap¬ 
proach to solving economic problems, which implies 
orientation towards social goals and criteria in running 
the economy; 

—implementation of national economic plans drrougb 
plan assignments fixed by central state bodies and 
obligatory for enterprises and economic agencies, and 
through the use of economic levers; 

- democratic centralism in running the national eco- 
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nomy, combining centralised management mul the 
initiative of local Ixxlics and enterprises. 

In the course of tlu* impiwemem of the economic 
mechanism in the socialist countries, these basic prin¬ 
ciples arc. as a rule, translated into practice more 
and more consistently. Simultaneously one should 
remember that the improvement of planning and 
management is a complicated process which involves 
finding the most rational solutions. As it U not always 
the ease that such solutions can be found at once, 
experiments often have to Ijc staged to test different 
variants of possible solutions. The solutions which 
prove inadequate have to be given up and more cx- 
|>edient ones found instead. 

In improving national economic planning and man¬ 
agement, the socialist countries deal with the prob¬ 
lems of (1) making the state plans and the entire sys¬ 
tem of the organisation of production give a more 
adequate expression to the interests—both current 
and especially long-term—of the further socio-econom¬ 
ic development of society and the individual; (21 
achieving a more effective material and moral sti¬ 
mulation of production; and (3) more closely and 
consistently coordinating the interests of society, the 
work collective, and each worker by perfecting the cri¬ 
teria of both collective and individual performance, 
still further orientating the economy towards the sa¬ 
tisfaction of citizens* needs, and soon. 

Although tire forms and methods of planning, man¬ 
agement and stimulation of production in socialist 
countries arc not uniform, the general major lines of 
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the process arc already clear today. Tire first point is 
raising the scientific standards of centralistd state 
planning. This implies a more detailed elaboration of 
tin: gtxils and tai-gets of national economic develop¬ 
ment, a more complete appreciation of socio-economic 
a> well as technical-economic problems, and scientific 
grounding of the optimal rales and proportions 0 / 
national economic growth, such as would ensure the 
comprehensive development of the economy, its bal¬ 
anced character, and thorough coordination of the 
growth of production and the growth of consumption. 

This simultaneously serve* to improve all aspects 
of planning, better account being taken of real social 
needs. It helps to make planning more flexible and 
responsive to changing conditions. 

Essential importance attaches to extending the time 
horizon of planning. Long-range plans of social and 
economic development up to 1990-2000 are being 
prepared in thr CMEA countries at present. Planning 
liased on Special-purpose programmes Is becoming 
widespread. It consists in the drafting of integrated 
programmes for dealing with major national econom¬ 
ic problems. 

Simultaneously the task is posed of ensuring conti¬ 
nuity of planning, so that after each year of the cur¬ 
rent five-year plan, the planned period be extended 
accordingly. A special role in making the plans better 
substantiated is assigned to scientific forecasting. 

Improvement in planning also includes the working 
out and introduction of new plan indicators orientat¬ 
ing enterprises to a greater extent towards making 
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production more efficient and improving quality. The 
GMEA countries, for example, no longer u*c gross 
output ns the yardstick of performance, having re. 
placed it with indicators which more exactly show the 
results of production (output sold and net output) 
and which they continue to improve 
The second point is improvement of the. methods 
of fulfilling plans and mobilising additional reserves 
for the growth of production. The socialist countries 
consider it necessary to ensure a more consistent and 
organic condonation of methods of planned central¬ 
ised management and methods based on the use. of 
material incentives and cost levers. Tire task set in 
this connection at the present stage is to put more 
enterprises on a self-supporting basis and to use more 
material incentives—combining them with inoral sti¬ 
muli—for greater labour productivity, raw material 
saving, and so on. These tasks are dealt with by (a) 
increasing the role of economic efficiency criteria in 
the planning and management of production, and in 
appraising die performance of individual and amalga¬ 
mated enterprises; (b) promoting self-supporting en¬ 
terprises, substantially raising, in particular, the pro¬ 
portion of their own assets and credit in financing 
investments; (c) bringing into closer relation the 
profit (or gross income) and the different funds (es¬ 
pecially the incentive bonus fund) of an enterprise; 
id) introducing different forms of payment to lie 
made by enterprises, such as payment for production 
assets, for the use of land, and so on; (e) improving 
the system of prices by bringing them closer to value 
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and achieving greater flexibility of price formation; 
(f) improving the wage and bonus systems. 

On this basis, the material and moral incentives to 
pertonn gtxxl work become more effective, which is 
conducive to the growth of the social and production 
activity of the working people. The system of econom¬ 
ic incentive levers becomes more effective. 

J lie third point is tliat of improving the organisa¬ 
tional pattern of production. The ni:n here is to 
achieve a rational concentration of resource?, bring 
management doier to production, and implement in¬ 
tegrated programmes of socio-economic development. 
The main way in which tin: organisational pattern 
of production is improved is, at the. present stage, In' 
setting up production amalgamations ns the main 
wlf-supporting units of social production, and ag¬ 
rarian-industrial complexes. 

The fourth point is the utilisation of moral and 
political factors fur the advancement of the socialist 
economy. The climate of social optimism and labour 
enthusiasm at socialist enterprises is ensured by the 
development of socialist emulation, the movement for 
producing output over and above the plan, and other 
patriotic initiatives. 

Tl* fifth point consists in applying mathematical • 
economical methods and electronic computers in plan- 
ning and management. Thanks to mathematical-eco¬ 
nomical methods and computers, the GMEA countries 
are putting the implementation of the principles 
of socialist organisation of social labour (planning, 
accounting, control, etc.) on a new scientific and 
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technological foundation. This Help* more fully to put 
into practice the advantages stemming from the so¬ 
cialisation of production on a national scale. 

The communist and workers' parties in the soci¬ 
alist count ties attach particular significance to the 
elaboration and implementation of the strategic con¬ 
ceptions of economic development, which ensure that 
the objective requirements of economic growth are 
met in good time. 

The elaboration of a strategy of xxial and econom¬ 
ic development has acquired exceptional significan¬ 
ce in ensuring the further upsurge of the socialist 
economies. The long-term aims of their socio-econom¬ 
ic policy determine the character of the measures 
the>’ undertake to improve the mechanism of socialist 
economic management. As for the aims themselves, 
they are determined on the basis of a more detailed 
analysis of the available possibilities and urgent requi¬ 
rements of social and economic development. At the 
same time, great significance attaches to the employ¬ 
ment of such forms and methods of economic manage¬ 
ment which are the most efficacious with respect 
to the tasks at hand and in the concrete circumstances 
of each country. From this follows combined im¬ 
provement of the economic mechanism and elabora¬ 
tion of strategic objectives. 

The comprehensive measures taken to improve na¬ 
tional economic planning and management preclude 
imbalances in the economy in the course of carrying 
out economic manoeuvres and conducting an active 
and flexible economic policy. 
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These measures show the growing role of the crea¬ 
tive efforts of the communist and workers* parties of 
the socialist countries to enrich and perfect the forms 
and methods of guiding social dcvelo|Hiient and real¬ 
ise more fully the advantages of the socialist econom¬ 
ic system. 

New forms and methods of economic planning and 
management are elaborated and applied differently 
in different countries. This is due to their concrete 
conditions and national experience and appraisal of 
the advisability of these various forms and meth¬ 
ods. 

At present, one can note, in the main, the following 
differences in the scope, forms and methods of the 
work being done to improve socialist managing in 
different countries, viz., differences in the correlation 
of methods of centralised planned management of 
the economy and methods based on the use of eco¬ 
nomic levers; differences in the number of plan in¬ 
dicators fixed for enterprises on a centralised basis, in 
the number of central plan balances drawn up, and 
so on; differences in the concrete indicators on which 
the use of economic levers is based. 

The prerequisites of greater uniformity in dealing 
with these concrete issues of planning and manage¬ 
ment are shaping up gradually as the conditions of 
economic management in different countries grow 
more similar, in the first place owing to the levelling 
up of the economic and social development of indi¬ 
vidual countries, and differences in the appraisal of 
certain forms and methods arc eliminated as die lat- 
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ler arc tested in practice. This docs not obviate, of 
course, the need to hake into account the distinctive¬ 
ness of the socio-economic situation in each individual 
country, which will persist for a long time yet. The 
rather broad range of economic experiments under 
way in the CMEA countries serves, in the final anal¬ 
ysis, to find the most expedient forms and methods of 
implementing the general laws of socialist economic 
management. 

Today we can draw the conclusion that the social¬ 
ist community countries have an increasingly common 
appioach not only to die key problems of socialist 
economic management, but also to concrete matters 
of economic-political practice. This convergence of 
practice in individual countries is fully in oider and 
will be an important feature of their long-term de¬ 
velopment, certainly in step with the degree which the 
most rational forms and methods are elicited. 

At the present stage, conditions in no CMEA coun- 
tiy are so distinctive as to objectively call for - a sharp 
difference in the forms of realisation of the common 
principles of socialist economic management. Ami 
with tltc accumulation and mutual exchange of ex¬ 
perience, the most rational forms and methods—still 
with due account, of couise, of each country's spe¬ 
cific conditions—will be internationalised. This is the 
general developmental trend, but naturally it docs 
not mean that there is no longer any need to go on 
looking together tor such methods and forms. 

Rcstiucturing the system of economic planning and 
management is a long and difficult process. Ncvcrthc- 
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less, current practice Suggests the following conclu¬ 
sions: 

—sufficient experience has been accumulated to en¬ 
able us to judge whether Certain economic levers are 
acceptable and to what extent they are effective, as 
well as to see what conditions must be present for 
their rational use; 

—a better adjustment of the pattern of production 
to tltc teal requirements of society is being ensured 
(especially by extending the selection of goods and 
improving their quality); sales of output have 
become faster, and some sectors of the economy are 
in a fair way to eliminate shortages and ensure the 
most rational use of reserves; 

—more is being done to raise the efficiency of in¬ 
vestment and labour productivity, and so on. 

The communist and workers’ parties of the CMEA 
countries appreciate the complexity of the problems 
arising in the course of the improvement of the mecha- 
nism of socialist economic management. It was found, 
for instance, that vnne economic levers, which had 
been expected to promote efficiency, were not so very 
ef fix'live. In a number of instances, the system of ma¬ 
terial incentives failed to ensure a good enough ratio 
between the growth rales of labour productivity and 
of wages. 

In view of this, some countries in recent years h ive 
increased the role of national economic balances, 
physical indicators of the performance of enterprise*, 
eie. Simultaneously work is being continued on elab¬ 
orating a more perfect system of economic norms 
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and levers of material encouragement. Particular 
attention is being paid to evolving more effective 
methods of speeding up the progress of science and 
technology, encouraging enterprises to draw up in¬ 
tensive plans, and stimulating efforts to increase ef¬ 
ficiency and save labour. Proceeding from the general 
principles underlying the functioning of the socialist 
economy, the CMEA countries arc trying to make 
economic management more effective, developing the 
economic functions of the socialist state on the basis 
of democratic centralism, economic, planning, and 
broader use of proiit-and-loss levers. 

In this connection it is highly important to deter¬ 
mine the place and role of profit in the system of 
objectives and levers of socialist management Profit 
under socialism is not an end in itself, as the economy 
is oriented towards the solution of social problems. 
While it is an essential indicator of the performance 
of an enterprise and of how efficiently productive rc- 
Mniicea arc used, profit plays second fiddle to conuder- 
ations oi economic expediency and the requirements 
of long-term social development. It is also important, 
if the advantages of socialism are to be brought into 
play, that the conditions under which profit can be 
secured be so regulated l»y the central bodies as to 
make profit rellect the authentic and economically 
justifiable efforts of an enterprise to make the most of 
the resources placid at its disposal by society, 

One comes across allegations in the bourgeois 
press that the improvement of the mechanism of eco¬ 
nomic management in tlv> socialist countries means 
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that they are borrowing capitalist economic methods, 
and that this is to l>e seen a3 'convergence' of the two 
opposite socio-economic systems. This interpretation 
results from a lack of understanding on the part of 
some bourgeois writers and the desire ol others to 
garble the essence of the changes occurring in the 
mechanism of economic management in the socialist 
countries. These changes arc aimed at raising, by so¬ 
cialist methods, the efficiency of planned manage¬ 
ment of the economy and at making fuller use of the 
reserves of production. 

Bourgeois ideologists also allege that centralised 
regulation of the economy by the state restricts the 
initiative of enterprises and makes it more difficult 
to raise the efficiency of production. Experience shows, 
however, that nothing but centralised management 
tan meet society’s interests in the economy, link them 
with the interests of enterprises and workers, and ob¬ 
serve the criteria of economic expediency. Based on 
the principle of democratic centralism, socialist eco¬ 
nomic management provides conditions for the devel¬ 
opment of enterprises’ initiative, which manifest* 
itself in their participation in drawing up plan* and 
bringing to light reserves for perfecting production, 
in social planning of the development of their work 
force, and so on. 

Building the mechanism of socialist economic inte¬ 
gration occupies a special place in the CMEA coun¬ 
tries' efforts to improve methods of socialist economic 
management. 1 

1 See Chapter VII. 
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A wealth of collective experience in the improve¬ 
ment of the socialist economic mechanism is being 
accumulated. Its study and creative application pro¬ 
mote the further development of social relations anti 
productive forces in the socialist countries. 

4. Growth of Social Production 

Socialist organisation of social production anti the 
development of the socialist economics are typified l>y 
high and stable growth rates in production and the 
latter’s increasing contribution to the improvement of 
the people’s living standards. 

Socialism has proved its ability to overcome, within 
the span of one generation, the centuries-old histori- 
cal backwardness inherited from the old social system 
and solve many vital social problems which remain 
unsolved under capitalism. Furthermore, socialism 
has proved its ability to transform, in a historically 
brief time, the face even of those countries which 
never entered the age of capitalist development. 

To assess correctly the scope of the changes that 
took place iu the course of building socialism, one 
must remember that some countries in which the so¬ 
cialist revolution triumphed were economically back¬ 
ward. Their salient c haracteristics were high mortality, 
high unemployment, agrarian overpopulation, illite¬ 
racy, and forced emigration of working people in 
search of jobs elsewhere. Although there were among 
dip countries which have embarked on a socialist path 
also such as had attained under capitalism a je- 


lativcly high economic, level, they too had to cope with 
considerable difficulties associated with the conse¬ 
quences of the Second World War, lopsided economic 
development inherited from capitalism, and social 
problems. 

What made it still more difficult to embark on the 
path of social progress was that the socialist countries, 
besides the consequences of the war, also had to cope 
with imperialist economic blockade and cold war, Rnd 
were obliged to devote means and efforts to strength¬ 
ening their defences in the face of the military threat 
from imperialist reaction. Countries which have begun 
building a socialist society In-passing the capitalist 
dage have particularly complicated problems to cope 
with. 

Overcoming all these obstacle*, socialism has cn- 
suuhI the rapid development of social production. 
The strides made, fur instance, by the Soviet economy 
over the years of -socialist construction ;m* convinc¬ 
ingly illustrated by the following figures. Per capita 
industrial output in pre-revolutionaiy Russia amount¬ 
ed to a little more than 40 per cent of the world aver¬ 
age, and in 1022, as a result of the civil war and for¬ 
eign armed intervention, it dropped to ten per cent 
of the world average. At present, however, per capita 
industrial output in tin- USSR is more Ilian three 
times the world average. The scope of the economic 
tasks currently being dealt with in the USSR is evi¬ 
dent from the fact that the increase alone in indu¬ 
strial output obtained in the USSR during the ninth 
five-year period (1971-75) equalled the total indu* 
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<lrial output protluccd in 1970 by Britain, France, the 
Netherlands Belgium and Sweden put together. 

Tlie Soviet economy is distinguished by much higher 
growth rates than the industrialised capitalist coun¬ 
tries. Cited below are data on the average annual 
rates of increase of the main indicators of economic 
growth in the Soviet Union and the United States 
between 1951 and 1976 (in percent): 


USSR USA 

National income 8 3.4 

Industrial output 9.4 4.2 

Agricultural output 3.4 1.6 

Freight turnover by all 
kinds of transport 8.1 2.2 

Capital investment 0 2.C 

Efficiency of social labour 6.8 2.3 

Efficiency d labour in 
industry 6.1 3-5 


Thanks to the faster growth rates of the Soviet eco¬ 
nomy. the correlation between the volume of produc¬ 
tion in the Soviet Union and that in the United 
States la steadily changing in favout of the Soviet 
Union. The changing relation between the economic 
potentials of the USSR and the USA for various indi¬ 
cators may be illustrated by the following data: 

USSR relative USA 
(f-er ceiil) 


National income 

1950 

31 


llll >5 

50 


1970 

over 6-5 


1976 

67 

Industrial output 

1913* 

12.5 

I960 

under 30 


1963 

62 


1970 

over 75 
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(contiiuwil iron p. 90) 



1976 

over 80 

Elect tic-power generation 

1913* 

8 

1963 

41 


1970 

43 


197 ' 

51 

Oil production 

1913* 

27 

(including gai condensate) 

IMS 

63 

1970 

74 


1976 

130 

Steel production 

1913* 

15 

IHf- 

75 


1970 

95 


1970 

121 


• On lie Mitltcrj at thr fwrote Russian Empire 

Table 1 contains data on the growth of production 
in some socialist countries as compared with the pre¬ 
war period. 

r*bi* i 

Growth of Production in Some Socialist Countries in 1976 
(U Compared with the Prewar Period' (in per cent)_ 


ledaiuial AfrlcuUnrel Njiiwut 
(Vj'jnli» o'jlfoulput tntoros 
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It is worth noting that the socialist economy had 
demonstrated its dynamism and vitality not only in 
formerly backward countries, but also In those which 
had achieved a relatively high level of economic de¬ 
velopment under capitalism. 

The industrial output of all socialist countries in 
1976 was roughly 20 times that produced on their 
territory in 1937, as against a 5.5-fold growth in the 
capitalist countries. Between 1951 and 1976 industrial 
output increased 11.5-fold in the socialist countries, 
and merely 3.4-fold in the developed capitalist coun¬ 
tries. 

Owing to their faster growth rates, the socialist 
countries have come to account for a larger share of 
world output. In 1913, pre-revolutionary Russia ac¬ 
counted for just over four per cent of world industrial 
output, and now the Soviet Union accounts for one- 
fifth of it. 

Whereas in 1950 the socialist countries ac¬ 
counted for about 20 per cent of world industiial 
output, in 1976 they accounted for over 40 per cent, 
the CMEA countries among them accounting for 
roughly one-third of world industrial output. The in¬ 
dustrial output of the CMKA countries surpasses that 
of the EEC roughly twice, and of the USA, roughly 
l>y one-third. 

Tables 2 and 3 contain data on the rates of growth 
of industrial output and national income in some so¬ 
cialist and capitalist countries since 1950. 

Compared with 1918, the aggregate national in¬ 
come of the CMKA countries in 1976 increased 9.5* 
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Table 2 

Growth ol industrial Output 
(1950—100 per cent) 


Couol ff 


Told 


Per cipiU 

1965 

| 1970 

l*H 

lots 1 

\ 1970 | 

1976 

Bulgarin 

591 

1,100 

1,800 

611 

£00 1 

,500 

GrecliostovakU 

304 

505 

m 

318 

437 

610 

GDR 

392 

537 

775 

422 

578 

84!) 

Huncary 

386 

523 

742 

355 

472 

054 

•Mongolia 

440 

714 

1,100 

313 

438 

009 

Poland 

475 

70S 

1.200 

375 

538 

935 

Romania 

040 

1,000 

2,200 

556 

917 1 

,700 

USSR 

453 

l!3'J 

900 

357 

511 

720 

DPRK* 

1,100 

2,000 

5,200 

900 

1,4003 

1,100 

SKV 

850 

900 

1 .400 

677 

500 

822’ 

Yugoslavia 

435 

586 

893 

800 

470 

077 

Great Britain 

100 

177 

180 

148 

mo 

161 

France 

228 

293 

367 

195 

243 

287 

TRG 

319 

426 

480 

271 

343 

386 

Italy 

323 

405 

555 

205 

405 

462 

USA 

200 

240 

289 

157 

178 

205 


• I Ml -ten f<r teal 

•• IS'.J—:(•) j«r ernt nn ihc ttuilMy ot Njttls VietMui 
In 1975 


fold, and in the developed Capitalist countries, merely 
3.3-fold. 

Table 4 contains combined data on the dynamics 
of industrial output in the socialist anti other coun¬ 
tries. 

Noting the superiority of the socialist over the cap¬ 
italist countries in economic growth rates, we must 
bear in mind live following two points. 
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Table 3 

Growth of National Income 
(1950=100 ptrr cent) 


Country 

Tool 

Vet capita 

loss \ 

1979 

1976 

v*s 

1 \ 

1974 

Bulgaria 

391 

503 

926 

348 

506 

706 

CzechoslovaVia 

228 

318 

43d 

199 

275 

362 

CJDR 

310 

400 

511 

335 

431 

692 

Hungary 

21C 

300 

418 

199 

271 

308 

Poland 

280 

374 

835 

220 

283 

459 

Romania 

413 

599 

1.000 

35-1 

482 

858 

USSR 

384 

529 

732 

284 

392 

513 

Yugoslavia* 

272 

359 

491 

235 

296 

381 

Great Britain 

152 

171 

190 

Ul 

155 

170 

France 

206 

271 

343 

176 

222 

269 

FRG 

273 

250 

403 

232 

280 

324 

Italy 

225 

300 

3-13 

202 

261 

290 

USA 

174 

202 

237 

135 

149 

167 


• Wf-I'» P«f ttnl 


First, a simple comparison of growth rates is not 
enough to estimate the possibilities of the two econom¬ 
ic systems. It is necessary to take into account the 
social goals and analyse the prospects of economic 
development, different factors of economic growth, 
and the degree to which they are utilised. The rates 
of growth of the socialist economies inevitably change 
under the impact of changes in the manpower bal¬ 
ance, in the course of passing from one stage of the 
restructuring of the economy and scientific ami tech¬ 
nological progress to another. What is very iinpor- 
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tarn here is that socialism, as opposed to capitalism, 
ran use the available possibilities and sources of eco¬ 
nomic growth more hilly and efficiently, and can 

Table 4 

Growth of Industrial Output in the Socialist Countries 
and the Rest of the World 
(1950=* 100 per cent) 


Y«« 

Tht World 

Tli* wci»1- 

irt cf'm- 

trlM 

The oilier 
cfuntriw 

iiclutlins 
lh» iltvtl- 
Of.ul f»- 
jilallit 
ccuatrin 

1950 

100 

100 

100 

too 

1955 

147 

191 

135 

132 

I960 

200 

351 

167 

162 

1965 

285 

501 

227 

218 

1970 

38S 

723 

296 

284 

1976 

534 

1.050 

370 

332 

Annual average 

rate of growth 
(ruin 1951 tn 
1976 (per cent) 

C.6 

9.8 

5.2 

4.7 


maintain growth at a rate corresponding to these 
objective possibilities. It is equally significant that so¬ 
cialism invariably—for such is iU inherent tendency— 
concerns itself with the solution of social problems, 
With raising the people's living jtandards as the ma¬ 
terial conditions are provided for this. Capitalism is 
characterised not only by underutilisation of the na¬ 
tional economic resources. Under capitalism, econocn- 
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ic growth is achieved at the cost of aggravating 
social problems, and violating the rights and interest* 
of tlic working people. 

Second, it must be strewed that, thanks to the new 
social relations and a better utilisation of resource*, 
thanks to the observance of the principles of social 
justice in the distribution of goods, socialism has prov¬ 
ed able—even with a smaller national income and 
per capita national wealth than in developed capital¬ 
ist countries—to ensure better living conditions for 
the broadest maw of the people by more evenly dis¬ 
tributing material goods, according such social 
guarantees to citizens as arc impossible under capi¬ 
talism, and establishing new social relations that are 
pervaded with humanism and make people socially 
and psychologically satisfied with their position in so¬ 
ciety. 

At the present stage of development of the socialist 
community countries in which a mature socialist so¬ 
ciety is being built and perfected, specific type of 
expanded socialist reproduction adequate to this so¬ 
ciety is being formed. 

The process of reproduction in the developed so¬ 
cialist economy is socially uniform, for the socialist 
economic system becomes all-comprehensive and, in 
fact, the only one. Simultaneously, such features be¬ 
come clearly evident as the substantial approximation 
to each other of enterprises associated with two 
different kinds of socialist property, and rh«- gradual 
interlacing of these two kinds of property, especially 
in agrarian-industrial complexes, as well as a high 
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degree of socialisation of social production as a whole 
and a corresponding enhancement of the immediately 
social character of labour and of the balanced devel¬ 
opment of social production. 

The character of reproduction is also determined 
by the productive potential of society, which in¬ 
creased many times over in the course of building so¬ 
cialism. The upsurge of the productive forces make* 
ir possible to tackle the problems of social and econom¬ 
ic development more comprehensively. 

In most of the socialist economies at the present 
stage the emphasis is being shifted to intensive growth 
factors. The economic policy is to intensify reproduc¬ 
tion, i. e., to expand the scale of production above all 
through a more efficient utilisation of material fac¬ 
tors, rather than through their quantitative growth. 
This is expressed in the increased share of national 
income obtained through more efficient expenditure 
of social laljour, The policy of intensifying reproduc¬ 
tion certainly docs not mean that no additional re¬ 
sources arc involved in production within reasonable 
limits, but presupposes an accelerated growth in the 
efficiency of production. 

It must be stressed that intensification under so¬ 
cialism lias nothing in common with the capitalist 
methods of 'rationalising’ production and intensifying 
labour, which are accompanied by growing unem¬ 
ployment. 

One salient feature of the CMEA economies is 
that they provide full employment. Full employment 
is an immense advantage Of ft* ted by socialism. It has 
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become pail of the way of life in the countries which 
have built socialism Where nobody can live on the 
exploitation of others, and labour is both a right and 
a duty, all able-bodied members of society work. 
This is not to say that absolutely all able-bodied men 
and women work at enterprises and other establish¬ 
ments. Engaged in social production is the whole of 
the able-bodied population except those who arc 
studying or engaged in housekeeping or maintaining 
subsidiary small holdings (mainly on account oi 
rearing children in the family). Thus, the notion of 
full employment implies that all able-bodied persons 
take part in socially useful work, but this participa¬ 
tion may be of different kinds. Currently, in the 
CMEA countries taken as n whole, more than 85 per 
Cent of the working-age population is engaged in so¬ 
cial production, and, counting students, this propor¬ 
tion amounts to upwards of 90 per cent. The rest of 
the working-age population—less than 10 per cent— 
is engaged in socially useful work outside of the 
socially organised sphere, in their homes or subsidiary 
small holdings. They arc almost exclusively women, 
usually with children to look after. In the countries 
which have built socialism, there have long been no 
persons who do not work because society cannot pro¬ 
vide jobs for them, and who cannot earn their living 
on that account. Socialism has proved in practice that 
it is capable of providing as many jobs as there arc 
able-bodied citizens who must find application for 
their energies in the national economy. 

The socialist countries have attained notable w 
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juniority over the developed capitalist countries in the 

I extent to which employment in production is provid¬ 
ed for the population. 

( Bourgeois economists do not really attempt to dis¬ 
pute the faci that there is full employment in the 

( socialist countries, a fact all the more significant now 
that life lias dispelled the illusion, which was wide¬ 
spread in the capitalist world in the I960*, that full 
employment was possible there. Nevertheless, bour¬ 
geois economists often try to find fault with the guar- 

i antccd right to work in the socialist countries, arti¬ 
ficially opposing full employment and effectual em¬ 
ployment. This is an attempt to reprove socialism for 
failing to use unemployment as a means of putting 
pressure on workers, for not excluding a part of so¬ 
ciety's labour force from production so as to boost 
the efficiency of those engaged in it. 

However that may lie, it does not make sense to 
oppose full and effectual employment. Socialist so¬ 
ciety proceed? from the premise that full employment 
is the key to the expedient utilisation of the national 
manpower |K»tcntial, indispensable to realising every 
possibility of economic growth. 

One of the main principles and objectives of so¬ 
cialist planned economic management is the systemat¬ 
ic 'reproduction’ of full employment. This concern 
is fully in order. Society never stands still: the de- 
mographic situation changes, the sectoral pattern of 
production undergoes improvement, mechanisation of 
labour increases, the territorial distribution of the 
productive forces alters. It would therefore be wrong 
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to think (hat after unemployment was abolished—as 
it was by the early 1930s in the Soviet Union and in 
the early 1930s in the European CMEA countries— 
the question of jobs could be left to take care of it¬ 
self. In order to ensure the right to work, planning 
and other economic agencies had to do much system¬ 
atic work. As a result, new jobs were created at a 
rate sufficient to deal with agrarian overpopulation, 
allow millions of former housewives to work in 
industry, and guarantee employment for young 
people. 

The great scope of the work that was done to pro- 
vide jobs for all can be seen, among other things, in 
the fact that in the period following the war the ac¬ 
tive population in the CMEA countries increased 
roughly four—and in the- period from 1961 to 1970, 
as much as ten—times faster than in the F.F.G coun¬ 
tries. In Poland, for example, two million jobs were 
created between 1971 and 1975. The number of those 
engaged in the national economy in the CMEA coun¬ 
tries increased at a rate greatly exceeding the rate of 
growth of the able-bodied population. As a result, 
tin; employment rate rapidly increased, so that in 
many CMEA countries it has by now practically ap¬ 
proached the highest attainable level, as the poten¬ 
tial manpower reserves among the able-bodied popu¬ 
lation have practically been exhausted. This refers 
to the female as well as male population. Female 
employment is much higher in the CMEA countries 
than it is in the developed capitalist countries. In most 
CMEA countries women account for half, or almost 


half, of all industrial, professional and office workers, 
anti in die developed capitalist countries, for a little 
over one-third or even less. 

Owing to the exhaustion of manpower reserves, the 
increase in the number of those engaged in the eco¬ 
nomy is limited more and more to the increase in the 
population reaching the age of entrance into active 
life. And in the next few years in the majority of the 
CMEA countries the number of young people reach¬ 
ing this age will he considerably smaller than it 
was in the 1960s and early 1970s, as those now enter¬ 
ing working age were born at a time when the birth 
rate fell considerably compared with the postwar 
peak. In view of rapid economic growth, the policy 
of expanding production, and the appearance of new 
branches and lines of production, this manpower 
situation means that the shortage of labour power 
which was felt in many CMEA countries before now 
will increase. 

How should this shortage be viewed? On the one 
hand, it is evidence of die dynamism of the economy, 
of society’s ability to create more and more jobs. It 
is also an asset in the sense that it provides an incen¬ 
tive for the further mechanisation of production and 
improvement of working conditions. On the other 
hand, one cannot hide the fact that this short¬ 
age is reaching—or may reach—the dimensions of a 
serums economic disproportion, resulting in under- 
staffing and underutilisation of equipment. Thus, the 
socialist countries are faced with the problem oi en¬ 
suring a better balance between the number of woik- 





102 


SOCIALISM AS A SOCIAL SYSTEM 


ci5 and the numl>cr of jobs. Nevertheless, in contrast 
to tl.c case under capitalism, it is a problem of a 
shortage of labour, not one of unemployment. 1 1 is 
being solved in two ways. First, the CMEA countries 
arc more and more often finding it expedient to al¬ 
ter the relation between investments in the construc¬ 
tion of new enterprises and in the modernisation of 
old enterprises, with a view to reducing the share of 
new construction and increasing the share of expendi¬ 
tures for modernisation ami reconstruction. Thus the 
further expansion of the scale, of production will call 
for a smaller growth in the number of workers. Sec¬ 
ond, the CMEA countries are paying increasing at¬ 
tention to a more rational utilisation of manpower. 
This is achieved not only by modernising and better 
equipping enterprises, as was mentioned above, but 
also by improving the organisation of labour, intro¬ 
ducing more effective systems of material incentives 
and moral stimuli to perform good work, and so on. 
CMEA experts have estimated that by improving the 
organisation of labour and material and technical 
supply, and tightening labour discipline, many en¬ 
terprises could fulfil their production plans with a 
smaller labour force. In order to put the released 
workers to better u*r, different measures arc effected, 
with due account of the interests of flu* working 
people, 'flic main principle on which these measures 
arc based is that of maintaining full employment and 
precluding any difficulties in finding joint. 

Inc experience of the CMEA countries shows 
that socialism ensures not only full employment, but 
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also the ever more effective utilisation of society's 
labour potential. Table 5 contains figure? oti the 
dynamics of labour productivity in the industry of 
some countries. 

r<i^ 5 

Growth of Labour Productivity per Worker 
in Industry 
(|9i0=ta0 per cent) 


C.’jnlrjr 

IMS 

l wo 

m 

Bulgaria 

2C4 

207 

545 

Czechoslovakia 

235 

300 

433 

C3DR 

291 

388 

530 

Hungary 

205 

243 

343 

Mongolia 

154 

210 

310 

Poland 

202 

334 

531 

Romania 

343 

485 

725 

USSR 

250 

338 

407 

Great Britain 

144 

104 

191 

France 

193 

255 

317 

FRG 

192 

251 

320 

Italy 

293 

385 

437 

USA 

173 

M 

242 


The average productivity of labour in industry in 
the CMEA countries i> about 30 per cent higher th in 
in the EEC countries, but it is considerably lower 
ihin the US level, amounting to just a little more 
than 5*1 per rent of it. The relation of levels of pro¬ 
ductivity of social labour in the national economy i> 
less favourable to the CMEA countries owing to their 
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notable lag in labour productivity in agriculture and 
the fact that it accounts for n high proportion of 
those engaged in the national economy. The 
average level of productivity of social labour in the 
CMEA countries is about 75 per cent that in the 
F.F.G countries and about a third that in the 
United States. Simultaneously, it surpasses by 
i*mMhird the level of productivity of social labour 
in Japan, 

Nevertheless, in considering the relation between 
the levels of efficiency of production in the socialist 
and the capitalist countries one should take into ac¬ 
count not only technical and economic factors, but 
social ones as well, above all the fundamental differ¬ 
ence in the aims of economic activity, a difference 
which lies in the incompatibility of the criterion of 
capitalist profit and that of the ever fuller satisfaction 
of the needs of socialist society. 

Sulxyrdinating socialist production to the satisfaction 
of society's needs may, at the current stage, limit 
in some respects the possibilities of securing a high re¬ 
turn on expenditures of living and materialised labour 
as compared with capitalist production, since capital¬ 
ism. in its pursuit oi profit, docs not stop short, for 
instance, at excessive intensification of labour, and so 
on. Socialism, at the Mine time, creates immeasurably 
stronger factors contributing to the higher efficiency 
of the economy both with rcsjrect to the relations nf 
production (correspondence of the aims of develop¬ 
ment of social production with the interests of the 
working people, identity of interests of the organisers 


of production and the producers) and tire productive 
forces (above all, the development of the individual, 
of his creative potentialities), lire effect of these fac¬ 
tors is manifested gradually, stage by stage, and de¬ 
pends largely on the level to which the material and 
technical foundations of society are developed, as 
well as on the degree of maturity attained by the 
social organisation of production. 

The growth of accumulation is an important factor 
of socialist economic development. A high capacity 
for accumulation is the hallmark of a thriving eco¬ 
nomy. In the CMEA countries today a higher propor- 


TabU 6 

Invutment Growth 
(1950—100 per cent) 


Counlrf 

IMS 

1U0 

»m 

Bulgaria 

MO 

1,061 

1,648 

Czechoslovakia 

320 

461 

720 

GDR 

5(19 

Oil 

1,168 

Hungary 

Mongolia 

253 

438 

019 

1,983 

2,584 

0,333 

Poland 

360 

531 

1,270 

Romani a 

748 

1,269 

2,364 

USSR 

445 

041 

938 

Yugoslavia 

2-99 

430 

593 

(treat Britain 

230 

275 

278 

Canada 

232 

270 

370 

France 

274 

393 

480 

FRG 

354 

442 

442 

Italy 

275 

391 

370 

USA 

170 

190 

196 
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iio» of national income goes to accumulation than in 
any of the previous relatively long periods. In the 
past few years, the dwne of accumulation in the con¬ 
sumed national income of the CM&A countries in 
the aggregate amounted to about 27*28 per cent 
(about 29 per cent in the USSR and Hungary). Hie 
high rate of growth in investments in the socialist 
count lies is shown in Table 6. 

Today in many CMEA countries further substan¬ 
tial increases in the share of accumulation are con¬ 
sidered inexpedient. In the Soviet Union, for example 
plans arc being drawn up to reduce somewhat the 
share of accumulation in the national income. As a 
result of this measure, the overall accumulation 
fund can »" longer increase falter than national in¬ 
come. Simultaneously, even at the same rate of growth 
of national income, the consumption fund can he 
made to grow faster than in the preceding period, 
when the share of accumulation in the national in* 
come increased. 

The diminishing volume of accumulation consumed 
in social production, characteristic of an advanced 
stage of economic development, implies the ap¬ 
pearance of positive new features in tin* national 
economy, such as, above all, the greater effect ol 
incentives to make better use of resources and. con- 
»cquently, to raise the efficiency of social production. 
Simultaneously, it spells the elimination ol some spe- 
cific factors which were typical of the period of par¬ 
ticularly rapid expansion of the volume of resources 
consumed and which had an advene effect on 
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economic development. We have in mind the mass in¬ 
flux into the economy of unskilled workers, the wide 
prevalence of imperfect methods of training workers 
on the job, unbalances and scarcities, and so on. In 
the immediate future, for instance, since fewer workers 
are joining the national labour force, less will have to 
he expended on (he provision of new jobs. Accordin¬ 
gly, there will be more opportunity to improve the 
technical furnishings of existing enterprises and to 
speed up the growth of labour productivity. 

At the same time, there arc opportunities in pro- 
duct ion still wailing to be used: there is undercxploi- 
tation of capacity; raw material, fuel and materials 
arc not always used efficiently; the volume of uncom¬ 
pleted construction is excessively large. 

The tendency towards growth in the capital-output 
ratio in industry and the economy at large, and the 
infavourablc dynamics of the efficiency of investments 
that have been observable in some countries since 
the early 1960i were due to a certain extent to the 
objective features of the present stage of technologi¬ 
cal development in the CMEA countries; partly, they 
were caused by structural changes, and so on. 

The high capital-output ratio in production is also 
objectively due to changes in the distribution of the 
productive forces (eg., the development of the Soviet 
North and East); the need to start working poorer 
mineral deposits or such as are difficult of acct the 
development of certain capital-intensive brandies of 
the mining and fucl-and-powcr industries correspond¬ 
ing to the scale of the expansion of production; 
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comprehensive mechanisation of labour in agriculture 
and of auxiliary production processes in industry, and 
so on. 

Often enough, concealed behind the statistics 
indicating a growth in '.he capital-output rRtio are 
palpable improvements, such as better working con¬ 
ditions, a lower materia Is output ratio, lower cost and 
higher profitability of production. Often, too, by 
means of additional investment major social tasks are 
accomplished. For example, (he new industrial cen¬ 
tres in the USSR—in the Urals, Western Silrerin, the 
Far East, Kazakhstan and the North—arc being es¬ 
tablished and developed in accordance with integrat¬ 
ed ptogtammes which are much broader than build¬ 
ing programmes proper in that they also contain a 
sct of measures to improve the living standards of the 
population. 

The steady advance of the economy in socialist 
society presents a vivid contrast to the economic situa¬ 
tion in the capitalist world. Tire CMEA countries arc 
characterised by stable rates of production growth. 
Over the past fifteen years the aggregate volume of 
industrial output in the CMEA countries increased 
hy almost 50 per cent every five years. In contrast, 
the accretion in industrial output in the developed 
capitalist countries between 1971 and 1973 amount¬ 
ed to 71.5 per cent <*f tire 1961-65 figure. 

The growth of national income in tire CMEA 
countries was also faith uniform, although over var¬ 
ious five-year periods it varied to a greater extent 
than that of industrial output. The increase in the 
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aggregate income of the CMEA member countries in 
each of the last three five-year periods amounted to 
from one-third to two-fifths. In the developed capi¬ 
talist countries, the accretion in the national income 
beween 1971 and 1973 amounted to 50 per cent ol 
the 1961-65 figure. In spite of the fact that agriculture 
in the CMEA countries U still greatly subject to 
weather influence and the dynamics of agrii ultuial 
production arc unstable, their volume of agricultural 
output increased from one five-year period to an¬ 
other, and faster at that, than in the EEC countries. 
Between 1971 and 1975, the CMEA countries pro¬ 
duced altogether 14 per cent more agricultural output 
than in between 1961! anil 1970. 

Of no small importance in tire appraisal of econom¬ 
ic growth is also the degree of stability of tire .m- 
nu.il rates of production expansion. Here too, there 
is a great difference between tire socialist and capi¬ 
talist economics. A highly even economic growth from 
year to year is characteristic both of the CMEA 
countries as a whole and of each of them separately. 
This, too, is an important distinctive feature of the 
economy of the CMEA countries, especially obvious 
against the background of cyclic economic develop¬ 
ment in the capitalist countries. In 1975, for example, 
the developed capitalist economics were characterised 
by an almost absolute reduction of industrial produc¬ 
tion (by 7 per cent against 1974). 

For the forthcoming period, the CMEA countries 
have again planned stable and relatively high rates 
of production expansion They have seen to it that 
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while stable growth is ensured, the. excessive strain 
which could result from intensive development plans 
is precluded. 

In addition, they have taken into account, first, 
new developments in the economic situation, viz., the 
grossing slioitage of labour, the higher cost of recov* 
eiy of natural raw materials and fuel, and the dyna¬ 
mics of prices on the world markets Second, in 
planning their economic growth, the CMEA coun¬ 
tries pay particular attention to raising the economic 
effectiveness of production and the quality of pro¬ 
ducts. This does not always find reflection in an in¬ 
crease in output, but permits, nevertheless, a better 
satisfaction of consumers* needs. Third, the CMEA 
countries have set themselves nesv goals in the social 
sphere, which require big non-production outlays. In 
tins connection, lor example, it has been planned in 
the Soviet Union to increase somewhat the share of 
tin! consumption fund in the national income. 

The CMEA member countries firmly retain their 
position ns the. world's moat dynamic economic area. 
Taking into account tire stable, high economic growth 
rates in the CMEA countries, on the one hand, mid 
the difficulties experienced by the developed capital¬ 
ist countries as they tiy to emerge from the econo¬ 
mic crisis, and the rather pessimistic economic fore¬ 
casts for the capitalist system published in the West 
on the other, wc can conclude that the superiority 
of the CMEA member countries as far as economic 
growth rates are concerned will remain substantial 
in the future, too. 


It is especially worth noting that in the CMEA 
countries more attention will be paid now to making 
production more efficient and to intensifying it. Tasks 
have been set with respect to a more rational employ¬ 
ment of labour and material resources. Increases in 
national income and industrial output "ill be* as a 
rule, secured to a greater extent than previously 
through raising labour productivity, while the rob- of 
growth in the number of workers will decrease. A par¬ 
ticularly important task is to improve the me of invest¬ 
ments. All this .*hows that production is being intensi¬ 
fied, not through any excessive intensification of lab¬ 
our, but through a more intelligent employment of 
resources, preventing the scattering of investments over 
numerous projects, dragging out of construction, un¬ 
derloading of expensive equipment, and so on 
Economic development problems in the socialist 
community countries are of great scope and complex¬ 
ity. It will take much effort to solve them. This is only 
natural, since the tasks socialist society sets itself ex- 

) press the need to advance rapidly towards a high 
level of material security for all members of society 
without exception, and towards providing conditions 
for the free and all-round development of the individ¬ 
ual. In order to advance successfully along this path, 
pioneering decisions, bold creativity and the ability 

1 to overcome obstacles arc necessary. Today the peoples 
of the socialist community countries have all the 
essential conditions for further rapid social and eco¬ 
nomic progress. 

Of key significance in this respect is the spread of 
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the technological revolution. The latter is the result 
ot die progress of world science. In this age, however, 
the world i< divided into two opposite social systems. 
Their contribution to the development of world sci¬ 
ence, the scale and rate of revolutionary changes in 
the technology of production, and especially the 
nature of their social effects are important yardsticks 
by which the viability of these systems U measured. 

Tlic CMEA countries, mn*i of which, before the 
establishment of people’s rule, were economically de¬ 
cades behind ihe industrialised capitalist countries, 
demonstrate the advantages offered by socialism as a 
world system, among other things, by embarking on 
the technological revolution practically simultaneously 
with these capitalist countries, in the same historical 
period. The industrial revolution, however, which re¬ 
sulted at the close of the eighteenth and the lx;gin- 
ning of the nineteenth centuries in the emergence 
of machines and huge-scale industry in a number of 
capitalist countries advanced at that time, spread to 
the majority of the now socialist countries approxi¬ 
mately a century later. Besides, in many of these 
countries the massive transition to mechanised labour 
was effected, in fact, only under people's rule. 

The socialist countries today take an equal part in 
the world exchange of scientific and technological 
achievements. They have quickly built up their own 
scientific and technological potential, moving into 
the forefront of scientific and technological develop¬ 
ment and defining in some fields the highest level in 
the world. This of course does not imply any undcr- 
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estimation of the indisputable advances made by 
science and technology in the capitalist world. The so¬ 
cialist countries advocate a systematic, mutually ad¬ 
vantageous exchange ul scientific information and of 
technological innovations, and creative contacts and 
coopeintion among specialists from countries with 
different social systems. It is as normal and useful for 
the socialist countries to apply the scientific discoveries 
of the capitalist countries as it is foi the capitalist 
countries to be informed, on a mutually advantageous 
basis, of the socialist countries' achievements in 
science and technology. Such exchanges, how¬ 
ever, have been made possible precisely by the 
fact that die highly industrialised imperialist 
countries no longer have a monopoly of science 
and technology. 

While the socialist community today does not lead 
in absolutely all areas of the scientific and technologi¬ 
cal revolution, it nevertheless plays a pioneering role 
in some of them and, on the whole, co-detenninw the 
progress of world science, engineering and production 
together with the most economically advanced capital¬ 
ist countries. This U seen from the successes scored by 
the Soviet Union and other fraternal countries in 
space exploration, the joint launching of sputniks l>y 
some socialist countries, the advances in the peaceful 
uses of atomic energy, the construction of mammoth 
hydroelectric and thermal power stations in the Soviet 
Union, and other scientific and technological achieve¬ 
ments of the socialist countries, lake, for instance, 
die atomic power industry, which is working a real 
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revolution in power generation. The first atomic po¬ 
wer stations in the world were constructed and put in¬ 
to operation in the Soviet Union. Soviet science leads 
in the development of the problem of thermonuclear 
reaction control, a problem with which major scien¬ 
tific forces arc concerned in a number of countries 
across the world. 

Tire number of scientists is growing much faster in 
the CMEA countries than in the United States or 
Western Europe. Working in the GMEA countries 
are a third of all scientists in the world, i.e., these 
countries' share of the total number of scientists in 
the world is more than triple their share of the world 
population. 

The technological revolution is becoming the main 
arena of the race Irctwccn the two world system!. 
Gripped in the vice of internal and external antago¬ 
nism, the imperialists pin their hopes on the world¬ 
wide technological revolution which they seek to 
use for their ow n ends. They strive to make techno¬ 
logical progress serve their aim of intensifying the 
exploitation of labour, recurving the world markets, 
and so on, expecting advanced production to supply 
them with the means of moderating the most acute 
class antagonisms and reducing the intensity of the 
masses' economic and political struggle against mo¬ 
nopoly rule. The technological revolution does not, 
however, strengthen capitalism, but. on the contrary, 
further aggravates all its conflicts, sapping its very 
loundations. It becomes more and more obvious that 
capitalism is incapable of providing the social condi- 
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tions in which the productive forces can develop 
rapidly. 

In contrast, ill socialist society the technological 
revolution serves to bring into full play the advantages 
of the social organisation of production that arc in¬ 
herent in socialism. It provides fresh opportunities for 
an upsurge of the productive forces and tor more 
rapid soc ial progress. The socialist relations of produc¬ 
tion make it possible to solve in the inicicsts of man 
those socio-economic problems which arise in the 
course of the technological revolution. 

The communist and workers' parties of the social¬ 
ist countries consistently pursue a policy of plan-re¬ 
gulated development of the technological revolution 
in contrast to its spontaneous development in the 
capitalist world. This balanced development consti¬ 
tutes an advantage of socialism, owing to which a 
Sweeping technical reconstruction of social production 
can be carried out in a historically short time with 
the greatest economic effect, and with full conside¬ 
ration of every social aspect of the intricate processes 
of developing essentially new productive forcer. 

The GMEA countries arc elaborating a conception 
of the long-range development of science and tech¬ 
nology, which, constantly renewed and improved, 
will provide the basis for long-range and five-year 
plans. Thru, in the USSR an integrated piogrammi- 
of scientific and technological progress up to the years 
1990-2000 with account for social effects is being 
worked out. 

The technological revolution enables the socialist 
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countries to cany into practice even more fully their 
possibilities for balanced, proportionate development. 
On the basis of the latest results of science and tech¬ 
nology, the socialist count ties do much to improve 
the cconomii pl.iiming of socialist expanded rcprtxluc* 
lion, extensively applying scientific forcelling. 

Now on the agenda is the giadual, thorough 
transformation of the material and technical founds* 
tions and pattern of social production, and the mas¬ 
sive technical re-equipment of labour, using the latest 
achievements of science and technology. 

The tasks linked with the implementation of the 
technological revolution are being dealt with taking 
into account the need to ensure a proper balance in 
the national economy. 

The task of integrally combining the results of the 
technological revolution with the advantages of the 
socialist economic system is being tackled more and 
more fully in the socialist countries. The building 
and perfection of developed socialism is based on an 
ever gieatcr application of the achievement* scored 
by science and technology to expand and raise the 
efficiency of production. The scientific and technolo¬ 
gical revolution, which enjoys the most favourable so¬ 
cial conditions for its realisation under socialism, si¬ 
multaneously leads to the improvement of these very 
conditions. Thus, national planning, accounting and 
control con be put on a new scientific and technical 
basis, allowing for fuller use of the advantages that 
accrue from socialisation of production on a national 
scale. The changed role of the worker in production 
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makes it possible to develop and use more extensively 
the social conditions of socialism favouring die growth 
of man's creative potentialities. 

The upsurge of the productive forces in the course 
of the technological revolution gradually create* the 
prerequisites of a faster solution of the cardinal social 
problems involved in the building of communism, 
vise., the elimination of essential difference* between 
manual and brain workers, and between town anil 
country; attainment of a level of consumption of ma¬ 
terial goods corresponding to reasonable, scientifically 
founded standards; provision of the condition* for the 
gradual transition to the communist principle of dis¬ 
tribution, and so on. 

'Hie realisation of the advantages of the socialist 
economy is accelerated in many respects owing to 
more extensive socialist economic integration. 

The socialist community is increasingly availing it¬ 
self of the progressive global tendencies towards the 
development of productive forces which call for eco¬ 
nomic consolidation. These tendencies arc realised in 
the socialist Community on the basis of the principles 
of Marxism-Leninism, socialist internationalism, full 
equality, respect for the sovereignty of each country, 
non-interference in other countries' internal affairs, 
mutual advantage, and mutual assist t tier. 

Now that economic cooperation between fraternal 
countries has entered a new and higher stage, the 
stage of socialist economic integration, increasing prog¬ 
ress is being nude in the plan-regulated process of 
speeding up the restructuring of national economic 
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proportions with due conddeiation of the opportuni¬ 
ties for streamlining production on the basis of the 
international socialist division of labour and the in¬ 
ternational mobility of productive resources in the so¬ 
cialist community. The links between the sovereign 
socialist economies, are being strengthened and their 
mutually complementary character is being intensi¬ 
fied with a view to optimising the conditions for 
expanded reproduction within the community. 

Coordinated and interlinked utilisation of the pro¬ 
ductive and technological potentialities of the frater¬ 
nal countries extends the possibilities for accelerating 
the growth of the economic effectiveness of the so¬ 
cialist economy. The fraternal countries’ mutual in¬ 
terest in developing the international mobility of pro¬ 
ductive resources is increasing. As these countries join 
their efforts, more rational economic proportions 
emerge in each of them. The plan-regulated forma¬ 
tion and consolidation of the labour cooperation of 
the peoples of the socialist countries is a powerful 
factor in the economic development of each country 
and the world socialist economy as a whole. 

Hie CMF.A countries consistently provide and ex¬ 
tend conditions allowing them to use more fully and 
effectively than the capitalist countries do factors pro¬ 
moting the upsurge of production and accelerating 
scientific and technological progress, engendeied by 
closer cooperation between their national economies. 

The economic development of the socialist coun¬ 
tries is not separated from the world economy. These 
countries avail themselves of all progressive tendencies 


in the world economy. Moreover, socialist economy 
has the advantage of being comparatively Its* vulne¬ 
rable to the adverse tendencies obtaining in the world 
capitalist economy, such as economic crises, trade 
wars and inflation, although their influence cannot be 
entirely excluded. The upsurge of the socialist econo¬ 
mies is, besides, an important stabilising factor in the 
economic development of the world as a whole. In 
the present circumstances, economic ties between the 
socialist and all other countries in the world arc grow¬ 
ing intensively. The socialist countries’ participation 
in world economic relations has a benefit ial effect 
on the world economy, ami the expansion of mutually 
advantageous cooperation between these and all other 
countries serves to put international detente on an 
increasingly solid foundation. 

Bourgeois ideologists in the economic field question 
above all the effectiveness of the employment of re¬ 
sources in the socialist economy. They claim that so- 
cialism has failed to establish a mechanism providing 
for the effective functioning of the economy, having 
deprived the latter of such stimuli as private owner¬ 
ship of the means of production, capitalist enterprise, 
competition, and profit. They ignore the fact that the. 
capitalist incentives have never served the aint3 of 
society as a whole, that it was only in the earlier 
stages of capitalism’s development that they promoted 
the upsurge of the productive forces, and that now 
they are petering out, intensifying the antagonistic 
contradictions of capitalism. Socialism, on the other 
hand, brings into being new driving forces oi cconom- 
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it: development, which are based on public owner¬ 
ship of the; means of production and are fundamen¬ 
tally different from and more powerful than those 
found under capitalism. The advantages which so¬ 
cialism enjoys with respect to economic development 
stem from the centralised, planned reflation of the 
national economy, whereby resources can he concen¬ 
trated so as to deal with major problems in conformity 
with the interests of society at large. 

Socialism lias wiped out many stimuli of a capi¬ 
talist nature, viz., that of the capitalist entrepreneur 
to whom raising profitability is the only way to avoid 
bankruptcy; that of the small producer, who stiives 
to go on in the teeth of competition; that of the 
worker, threatened with the loss of his job; that of 
anybody deprived of the means of subsistence and 
ready to work on any terms. Yet these very incentives 
and the social conditions from which they spring 
doom capitalism to acute social conflicts and cause 
resources to he used inexpediently or to be left 
unused, aggravating thereby the general crisis of capi¬ 
talism. It is not fortuitous that a special kind of 
economic studies dealing with ‘inefficiency factors*, 
which include unemployment, monopoly stranglehold, 
etc, is arising in the United States. Nor should it hr 
forgotten that the capitalist system breeds incentives 
counteracting its own development, that it gives rise 
to the strike movement and diverse forms of social 
protest. This is history’s judgement on the capitalist 
incentives’, which increasingly make society's main 
productive force, the workers, want to get rid of the 
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system that fathered them. It is not, therefore, only 
a question of how effective the incentives are, but 
also of how the masses perceive them, how far they 
correspond to their ideals, to their notions of social 
justice. 

Having stamped out the narrow class ‘incentives’ 
which are rooted in exploitation and social inequality, 
socialism has created, and is perfecting, incentives 
effective for society as a whole and resting on work¬ 
ers* cooperation and solidarity, on tbs- identity of 
interests of society and the individual, and on distil- 
buiion according to work performed. These incentives 
arc humane, they make, the worker regaid work as his 
public duty, and gradually form the totality of the 
driving forces underlying the upsurge of the 
economy. 

It is worth noting that bourgeois ideologists no 
longer ignore socialism’s successes in the economic 
race between the two systems. Granted, they still 
make ‘reservations’, aimed at glowing ov er the obvious 
connection between the successes scored by the so¬ 
cialist countries and their social system. One of these 
'reservations’ is, for instance, that the start of the 
rapid development of the Soviet economy dates back 
to tsarist Russia. Nevertheless, facts show that despite 
the industrial growth achieved at the start of the 
twentieth century, capitalist Russia kept lagging be¬ 
hind the United States. Russia’s industrial output in 
the period from 1896 to 1900 was, on an average 
one>$ixth that of the United States, onc-srventh in the 
period from 1906 to 1910, and one-eighth in 1913. 
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As the building of socialism progressed, a contrary 
tendency emerged and took hold. 

A comparison of the economic growth rates in the 
European socialist countries during the early five-year 
plan periods and the years of the most favourable 
economic situation in the prewar period shows that 
they doubled or even trebled. 

The high growth rates of the principal socialist eco¬ 
nomic indicators are a commonly acknowledged fact. 
Some Western economists, however, claim that this 
growth is achieved for the most part with the help of 
extensive factors. So, Abram Bergson concludes that 
planned economies are somewhat more efficient in 
mobilising resources, but somewhat less efficient in 
using them. Let us take a closer look at this >tate- 
ment. 

The socialist system was indeed capable of mobilis¬ 
ing huge resources for economic development. The 
ability to accumulate large resources for investment is 
tire hallmark of a sound economy. Before tire estab¬ 
lishment of people's government, economically bark- 
ward countries remained so, among other tilings, be¬ 
cause of a dearth of investments. Under socialism, 
parasitic consumption by the exploiting classes, capi¬ 
tal outflow, inexpedient utilisation of investment, and 
so on, were all stopped. Thus the socialist countries 
were able to increase the share of production accu¬ 
mulation in the national income and simultaneously 
improve the position of the masses. Of course, a re¬ 
gime of strict economy had to be. maintained, but by 
concentrating means in key sectors, the socialist 
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cuuntrics were able to industrialise quickly and end 
the economic lag. The socialist economies generally 
have a great capacity for accumulation. The annual 
volume of investments in lire USSR at present sur¬ 
passes that in the USA. In this connection, however, 
it should be recalled that some bourgeois ideologists 
contend that socialist countries* investments constitute 
an extremely Itigh share of national income, thereby 
steeply restricting the growth of consumption. Ac¬ 
tually, however, the iocialUt countries sharply differ 
in the share of accumulation in their national incomes 
only from those capitalist countries- e. g., the United 
States which are developing more slowly economi¬ 
cally than other capitalist countries. In those capitalist 
countries whose economic development in the postwar 
period went faster (West Germany and Japan), the 
share of accumulation in the national income was also 
higher. Thus, extensive sources were readily employed 
in the postwar period by many developed capitalist 
countries. So far, we have been speaking about capi¬ 
tal investments. But the most signal achievement of 
the socialist system is full employment. In this res¬ 
pect capitalism has demonstrated its sheer incapacity 
to put lire labour potential of society to effective 
use. 

Still more essential is the fact that the soci¬ 
alist countries have already attained great success 
in making a more efficient use of resources. One 
notices this especially when analysing the efficiency 
of die employment of living labour. The average 
level of labour productivity in industry in the 
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CMEA countries is higher than in the EEC coun¬ 
tries. 

It is worth noting ih it even now in Western lit¬ 
erature one often comes across general evaluations of 
the functioning erf socialist and capitalist economies 
which do not speak for capitalism. Albcrt-Cbarles 
Baudouin, the well-known Belgian scholar, writes, 
for instance, that the private enterprise system is com¬ 
pelled to admit the superiority of a planned economy. 
The noted American economist John Kenneth Galb¬ 
raith observes that there is profound dissatisfaction 
with the functioning of the capitalist system in the 
United States as well as in Europe. It is worth noting 
that such statements do not refer only to periods of 
i-eecNiion and crises. The ILO technological coopera¬ 
tion programme for 1974/75, published in Geneva in 
1974, states that the development policy conducted 
in the I960*, which paid attention mainly to high 
overall economic growth rates, did not help to solve 
the majority of problems related to the development 
lag. in parlicul.u*, the problems of unemployment, 
partial employment, and colossal inequality in the 
distribution of income and wealth It is not accidental 
that some features of the socialist economic system, 
centralised planning above all, which bourgeois ideol¬ 
ogists previously considered synonymous with ineffec¬ 
tual management, are incicasingly recognised by them 
as a guarantee of economic stability and a factor in 
confident economic development to be borrowed, if 
possible, to make capitalism more viable. 


5. Growth in the People's Well-Being 

The development of socialist society shows that 
under socialism the upsurge of social production is 
accompanied by a systematic growth of die people's 
living standards and cultural level and extension of 
their social and economic rights. In contrast, under 
capitalism die satisfaction of workers' needs systema¬ 
tically lags behind the development of the productive 
forces so that growth in the people's living standards 
is achieved only through their struggle against the ex¬ 
ploiting system. Under capitalism, class antagonisms 
become aggravated, and the development of social 
institutions is insufficient and can produce no effective 
system of social guarantees. The social iniquity of the 
capitalist system in all its manifestations becomes 
increasingly obvious ami intolerable to die working 
people. 

Historical experience conclusively attests that there 
ate fundamental differences in the dynamics of the 
people's living standards under socialism anti under 
capitalism Vety generally, these differences are as 
follows: 

(1) The deepening inequality of the incomes of 
the exploited majority and the exploiting minority 
in capitalist society is opposed by the levelling up of 
the living standards of different sections of society 
under socialism. 

Under capitalism, these differences spring from the 
fact that ionite people possess capital and appropriate 
the unpaid labour of workers, while the latter sell their 
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labour power and receive merely its value or, more 
exactly, its price. According to official statistics, hi 
Great Britain, France and West Germany, the poorest 
10 per cent of the population receive merely 1*1.5 
per cent of all incomes, while the richest 1U per cent 
account for 30*40 per cent of incomes. Under social¬ 
ism, however, the different levels of consumption are 
due (1) to the difference in individual contributions 
to social production by workers in different jobs, with 
different skills, and of different degrees of efficiency, 
and (2) to the me of family. 

The policy pursued by the communist and workers’ 
parties of the socialist countries is aimed at reducing 
pro|KMly distinctions between the different section* of 
society, particular attention being paid to lairing tlie 
living standards of those with scanty means. This i< 
achieved through tie* priority growth of the wages of 
the lower-paid, periodical increases in pensions and 
student grants, and higher expenditures by the state 
for the maintenance of children. This of course, does 
not imply any renunciation of the socially justified 
differentiation of workers’ earnings, in accordance 
with the amount and quality of work performed. 

(2) The systematic improvement of living stan¬ 
dards under socialism contrasts with tire umtable and 
contradictory dynamics of the workers’ standard of 
living in the capitalist countries, where the living 
standard of the broad mass of the population period¬ 
ically deteriorates. In the United State*, for example, 
owing to the economic crisis, average real wages in 
1975, dropped to the 1964 level, while per capita food 
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consumption in 1974 did not exceed the 1967 level. 

(3) Characteristic of socialist society arc stable 
anti constantly extending social guarantees of man’s 
existence ami development, such as the right to work, 
ensured by the entire development of the economy, 
a free and highly developed system of health protec¬ 
tion and education, and an advanced system of social 
security. In contrast, capitalist society is incapable of 
providing full employment and making medical ser¬ 
vice' and education accessible to everyone; it main¬ 
tains social security conditions which are unfavourable 
to workers; and so on. The inferior position of work¬ 
ing people with respect to health protection and 
education, offset by the privileges enjoyed by the 
propertied classes; the precariousness of workers’ 
livelihood on account of unemployment, the mass 
bankruptcy of small producers, and the high cost of 
medical care; the existence of a large section of peo¬ 
ple living in extreme poverty or having no means of 
subsistence—these arc some of the typical features of 
the social position of the masses under capitalism. 

Not only growth rates of production, but also 
growth rates of consumption arc usually higher under 
socialism than under capitalism. In 1976 the consump¬ 
tion fund in all the CMRA countries put together 
increased approximately 420 per cent over 1950. In 
addition, it must be taken into account that a large 
part of the accumulation fund went directly to satisfy 
the people’s needs, being allocated for the construc¬ 
tion of I rouses and social and cultural amenities (see 
Table 7). 
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TabU 7 

Growth of the C'-iuumpiion Fund 
ami of Invest went) in the Non-Manufacturing Splkerv 
(]9:iQ=lOO per cent 


Cwxttry 

1055 


| 1365 

iro 

i»;« 

ikiltraria* 

Consumption Fund 

142 195 2119 

380 

665 

Czechoslovakia 

132 

174 

200 

289 

338 

GDR 

160 

250 

230 

332 

477 

Hungary 

128 

168 

202 

273 

359 

Poland 

ue 

2W 

260 

3*10 

560 

Romania 

100 

238 

309 

432 

663 

USSR 

152 

216 

278 

393 

536 


Investment in the Non-Manufacturing Sphere 


Bulgaria 

149 

297 

374 

695 

1,140 

Czechoslovakia 

192 

272 

250 

4« 

009 

GDR 

192 

310 

276 

481 

722 

Hungary 

86 

160 

186 

322 

502 

Poland 

171 

290 

325 

461 

871 

Romania 

220 

522 

637 

1,018 

1,782 

USSR 

172 

3S9 

463 

661 

828 

Including 

Investments in 

Housing, 

Municipal 


and Communal 

Services 



Bulgaria 

165 

344 

437 

729 

MSI 

Czechoslovakia 

217 

296 

296 

497 

656 

GDR 

• « • 

• • • 
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229" 

Hungary 

83 

150 

162 

302 

4G8 

Poland 

198 

374 

400 

565 

1.208 

Romania 

253 

671 

819 

1,255 

2,196 

USSR 

169 

365 

412 

610 

744 


■ I *52=I CO ptt c<nl 

" 1%0-tao p<r «nt. 
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Growth rates of the consumption fund have exceed¬ 
ed much those of the population. In pet capita terms, 
the Consumption futul in 1976 surpassed the 1950 level 
about 370 pci cent in Bulgaria (compared with 1952), 
200 per cent in Czechoslovakia, 420 per cent in the 
GDR, 220 per cent in Hungary, 300 per cent in 
Poland, 410 per cent in Romania and 270 per cent 
in the USSR (see Table Ui. 


Table 8 

Per Capita Growth of the Consumption Fund 
(1950** 100 ix-r •• •«) 


Cwnnry 

j 1M0 

1005 

l?T«J 

t*.*P 

Bulgaria* 

181 

239 

325 

470 

Czechoslovakia 

1511 

183 

233 

297 

GDR 

267 

303 

379 

522 

Hungary 

157 

186 

Vil 

310 

Poland 

171 

205 

259 

405 

Romania 

211 

265 

348 

510 

USSR 

182 

217 

290 

378 


• ISIfetfO p«r trnt. 


Let ui note for the sake of comparison dint per capi¬ 
ta personal consumption in 1975 exceeded the 1950 
level by merely 62 per cent in the United States, 64 
per cent in Great Britain, 160 |k-i rent in France, 180 
per cent in Italy, and 200 per cent in Ucst Germany. 

Owing to their higher growth races, the socialist 
countries have overcome or an overcoming their Ug 
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in consumption, inherited from tlie past, ccwnpircd 
with the developed capitalist countries. 

Under people's rule, ff>i instance, a qualitatively 
different level of food consumption lias been attained. 

Compared with other countries, the calorie content 
of tire diet in the CMEA countries is no less than in 
such developed capitalist countries as West Germany, 
Great Britain and Italy, although in a number of in¬ 
stances the proportion of anim il protein, for example, 
is still somewhat lower. Neither is there any essential 
difference between these groups of countries with re¬ 
spect to clothing, footworn and some othei consumer 
goods provided fo» the population. The socialist coun¬ 
tries are successfully overcoming tlreir lag in the pro¬ 
vision of certain household durables. It is very impor¬ 
tant that in the socialist countries the retail prices «>f 
staple goods and services arc maintained at a stable 
level. This does not exclude, of course, a certain flexi¬ 
bility of price formation, taking into account both 
lower costs of goods and additional expenditures that 
may have gone into improving their quality, ur opti¬ 
misation of the relation of price levels of different 
goods, and so on. It is also a well-known fact that the 
CMEA countries have the lowest rents, public trans¬ 
portation fares, etc., in the world. 

A great role in raising the people’s living standards 
is played by housing construction To quote an ex¬ 
ample, during the eleven years between 1966 and 1976 
housing with about 1,172 million square metres of 
useful space was built in the USSR- ThU made it pos¬ 
sible to improve the living conditions of 122 million 
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persons, or nearly half the Soviet population. The 
CMEA countries lead the world in the rate and scope 
of housing construction. Tire available floor space in 
the CMEA countries is as yet considered insufficient 
and many of them have adopted long-range housing 
construction programmes in order to solve the prob¬ 
lem, Large-scale housing construction in the CMEA 
countries continues. The aim is not simply to increase 
the floor space available per person, but to provide a 
separate, well-appointed flat for every family and to 
improve the layout of the flats and make them more 
comfortable. 

To provide all citizens without exception with high- 
standard housing will cost society a great deal of mon¬ 
ey, especially as housing is cither made available gratu¬ 
itously or constructed with government credit granted 
on easy terms, Apart from that, the state often subsi¬ 
dises the maintenance of housing made available to cit¬ 
izens. In this way. provision with lsousing docs not de¬ 
pend on a family’s income. Providing housing for eve¬ 
rybody has become the concern of society at large. 

The rapid growth of consumption can be seen from 
the figures on retail trade in Table 9. 

The task of increasing the people's well-being is not 
viewed in the CMEA countries merely as one of in¬ 
creasing the output of goods. It is simultaneously a task 
of consolidating the socialist mode of life. Growth in 
consumption of material goods is. naturally, the mate¬ 
rial basis of the development of the socialist mode of 
life, yet the two are not synonymous. High consump¬ 
tion of material goods is not enough to enrich one's life 
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Table 9 


Retail Turnover 

iiti < iii].aral>lc price*; l!* r >0—'100 per tent) 


Cfunliy 

»«> 

107* 

1076 


Total 

Turnover 


Bulgaria 

452 

G84 

070 

Czechoslovakia 

232 

330 

457 

Ci DR 

23d 

371 

405 

Hungary 

253 

389 

532 

Poland 

2*o 

385 

711 

Romania 

479 

720 

1,100 

USSR 

305 

586 

833 


Per Capita Turnover 


Bulgaria 

400 

584 

884 

Chechoslovakia 

203 

203 

380 

GDR 

320 

400 

542 

Hungary 

233 

35! 

466 

Poland 

225 

291 

513 

Romania 

411 

585 

880 

USSR 

308 

435 

585 


or further the development of one’s abilities. It is im¬ 
portant to acquire culture, take part in social life and 
haw personal contacts with other people. Much atten¬ 
tion is given to these aspects of life in the Socialist coun¬ 
tries. whrrc growth of consumption is coordinated 
ever more closely with the development of the socialist 
mode of life. 

The advantages of socialism in the social sphere arc 
manifested most fully in developed socialist society 
when it has become possible to make the all-round 
upsurge of the people's living standard* else corncr- 
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stone of socio-economic policy, when greater satUfac 
don of man's growing material, cultural and intellec¬ 
tual requirements has come to be. the main goal of 
economic development. 

The palpable and stable growth of the people'-' 
well-being in all its aspects, the still deeper ami more 
effective manifestation of social achievements possible 
under socialism alone, and confident progress in die as 
yet lagging sector's of social and cultural development 
.ire the main directions in which the historical ad van 
rages of social production arc realised. 

The communist and workers' parties of the socialist 
countries proceed from the assumption that the main 
aim of long-term socio-economic strategy consists in 
die steady rise of the people's living standards and cul¬ 
tural level. Programmes of soc ial measures are an in¬ 
dispensable part of the five-year plans for the socialist 
countries' economic development, 

The decisions of the recent congresses of the i ommu- 
nUt and workers' parties of the CMEA countries and 
their economic development plan* set forth extensive 
soci d programmes covering a wide range of measures. 
Briefly, the main purposes of these measures are as 
follows: 

— to raise substantially the level of consumption of 
material, cultural and intellectual goods by the popu¬ 
lation; 

to solve gradually the housing problem, to im¬ 
prove working and living condition*, including the 
condition-* of rest and leisure; 

—to improve the social pattern of consumption by 
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levelling up the living standard- nf different sections 
of tin- people, .ill social groups having their incomes 
consistently increased; 

—to develop the education, cultural service and 
health protection systems. 

In planning and carrying out social measures, the 
following important points arc taken into considera¬ 
tion. 

Fiist, the social measures are closely coordinated 
in scale with the proposed expansion of social produc¬ 
tion. This tn ikes the social programme fc nihlr. 

Second, social measures help ensure society's grad¬ 
ual advance towards full social homogeneity hy remov¬ 
ing essential di$liin lion* between the different social 
groups in socialist society, in particular by levelling up 
their material and cultural living conditions, and their 
drawing together on this basis. To quote an 
example, in 1965 only 4 per cent of the population in 
the Soviet Union had an income of more than 1CX1 
roubles per family member, whereas at the close of 
the tenth five-year [x!riod (1976-Rfl) nearly half the 
population enjoyed such an income. This means that 
the consumption sphere in socialist society is increas¬ 
ingly characterised by genuine demon acy. 

Third, growing significance attaches to the com¬ 
prehensiveness of social programmes. The latter, along 
with providing for increased consumption of material 
and cultural goods, arc more and more concerned 
with the improvement of working conditions, environ¬ 
mental protection, an active demographic policy, 
and so on. 
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Fourth, clue account is taken of the need for en¬ 
hancing the role of social measures in the develop¬ 
ment of social production. 

Social programmes assign an important place to the 
further development of social consumption funds, lhc 
latter continue to play a great role in the solution of 
social problems. For this reason. in the 1976-80 period 
social consumption funds continued to grow faster than 
the wage fund. Thus, between 1976 and 1980 the al¬ 
lowances and benefits paid out of social consumption 
funds in the USSR increased hv 3(1 per cent. The 
planned increase of social consumption fund- takes 
into account more than the future growth in size of lhc 
age groups (pensioners, children, and grant holders) 
to whose material security these funds arc of particu¬ 
lar importance, more than population growth in gen¬ 
eral, which requires extension of the network of hos¬ 
pitals, schools, and soon. Simultaneously taken into ac¬ 
count are the tasks of satisfying to a higher degree those 
of the people’s requirements that are met through so¬ 
cial consumption funds, the task* of further improving 
the pension system, the social insurance system, and so 
on The minimum retirement and disability pensions, 
and minimum pensions for families who have lost their 
breadwinner are increasing, l hc retirement pensions, 
calculated in per cent of earning* (about 74 percent 
in the USSR ' , may lx- considered, on the whole, suf¬ 
ficient to meet th<- retired persons' needs, ll -till re¬ 
mains necessary, however, to bring the pensions of those 
who retired earlier, when the average wage level wax 
lower than now, up to the amount paid at present. 
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Addilion il pension benefits will l»r granted to pea¬ 
sants, contributing to the further levelling up of the 
social security of industrial, office ami professional 
workers and collective farmery. 

An urgent social problem being given increasing 
attention is that of providing proper conditions and 
incentives to induce those of retirement age to conti¬ 
nue to work. For this purpose, jobs must he provided 
with Conditions letter than die ordinary and shorter 
work hours; opportunities should be envisaged for 
employing retirement-age persons as consultants, ami 
SO on. In scene CMEA countries, the pension system 
is supplemented by special incentives, such as larger 
pensions for those retiring later than they may. 

'Hie growing role of social consumption funds in 
the maintenance of children is one of the cardinal 
principles of social policy in socialist society. In the 
USSR, for instance, almost a third of the expenses 
for children’s upkeep, upbringing and education is 
covered by social consumption funds. This proportion 
will grow as the system of family allowances is expand¬ 
ed and target allocations an? made for pre-school 
establishments and boarding schools, which take care 
of increasing numbers of children. 

Immense importance is attached in the socialist 
community countries to the satisfaction of the peo¬ 
ple’s needs with respect to education and health pro¬ 
tection. 1 

The education and health protection systems in 
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these countries are genuinely democratic, being main¬ 
tained by the state and nude accesriblc to citizens 
free of charge. In contrast, college students in all the 
developed capitalist countries except France have to 
pay tuition. The health service does not, except in 
Britain, extend to all citizens. In France, for instance, 
only 54 per cent of the population is covered by the 
public health service And even where there arc pub¬ 
lic medical institutions, that docs not mean that 
health service is altogether gratuitous. In the United 
States, where there ate only private medical institu¬ 
tions, the state merely grants some privileges to citi¬ 
zens aged 6 j and over 

While in the CMEA countries all citizens are paid 
allowances from government funds ill the event <»f sick¬ 
ness. in the <h vclo|xrd capitalist countries such be¬ 
nefits arc paid only to a fraction of citizens, ranging 
from 95 per cent in Britain to 2l» |*-i cent in the 
United States. 

Developed socialist society opens up new prospects 
for ratting the people’* living standards. An estimate 
of the resources the CMEA countries will command 
in the forthcoming twenty years shows that over this 
period they will be able to develop such productive 
forces as will allow the volume of production to be 
brought to a level sufficient fd the satisfaction of each 
citizen's requirements (as judged reasonable by mod¬ 
ern scientific standards) for the principal kinds of 
foodstuffs and manufactures. The solution of this 
problem will make the superiority of the new social 
system still more obvious. 


1 See Chapter VI 






CHAFlEk lit 


THE SOCIO-CLASS STRUCTURE 
OF SOCIALIST SOCIETY 


/. The Fundamental Differ cnee 
in the SociO'Clau Structures 
of the Antagonistic Society 
and Socialist Society 

One important advantage of socialism as a social 
system is the abolition of the exploiting classes. Under 
socialism, there arc no antagonistic contradictions 
between classes. This chapter examines the socio-cla**. 
structure of socialist society. 

By social structure, we mean the totality of those 
stable, recurring relationships, inseparable from the 
object, which provide for the unity of a wx-ial system. 
These relationships arc characteristic of the positions 
of the social clastes, groups and strata, depending on 
tire place each of them occupies in wirty and in the 
system of the social division of labour, and on their 
relation to the ruling institutions. 

It goes without saying that in a clan society, dosses 
arc the basil elements of the social structure. 

‘Classes are large groups of people differing from 
each other by the place they occupy in a historically 
determined system of social production, by their rela¬ 
tion (in most cases fixed ami formulated in law) to 
the means of production, by their role in the social 
organisation of labour, and, consequently, Iw the di- 
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meimirfts of the share of social wealth of which they 
dispose and the mode of acquiring it.*' 

Classes and das' society me Jinked with definite 
stages in the development of production, with certain 
types of relations of production .V changes occur in 
the social productive forces, the relations of produc¬ 
tion also undergo a change. And as the socio-economic 
structure of society alters, so does its class structure. 
Consequently. men arc not free to ■ hoosr their rela¬ 
tions of production, row are they free to choose their 
socio-class structure. Both the relations of production 
and socio-class pattern are objective phenomena pro¬ 
duced in the course of social development. 

Thu key feature of a class is its relation to the 
me.ms of production. Decoding on this relation, a 
t lass may be a dominant or a subordinate one in tin 
system of social production. This objective feature de¬ 
termines tin* special role of the class in the .social orga¬ 
nisation of laliour. The share of the national wraith 
appropriated by a class, .is well as the method l>y 
which it is appropriated, also ultimately dc|xmd on 
this feature. 

The socio-class structure of a society may be under¬ 
stood only by taking into arcount all the afore-men¬ 
tioned points as a whole. 

In socialist society, none of the classes is the sole 
owner of the means of production. Simultaneously, no 
class is deprived of means of production. All classes 

1 V. 1. Lenin, 'The Heiur- of the Berne International*, 
Collected If'crtj, Vol. 29, p. 421. 
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and strat i of socialist society an* equal owners of lire 
means of production, i.e., the means of production 
constitute public property. 

Relations between classes in socialist society are 
founded mi) equality and conjugation in the priKluction 
and distribution of the products of social production. 
That is why classes in socialist society arc not classes 
in the traditional sense, and. to a considerable extent, 
lose the claxdr characteristics and features of classes. 
Taxing place under soci alism is a contimtoui n> lifira- 
(ion and drawing together o/ social ciatsrs, groups, 
and strata. Distinctions in the character of labour and 
in qualifications tend to disappear and society !**• 
comes increasingly homogeneous. 

lire socio-class structure of socialist society is now 
represented mainly by the working class, the peasants 
organised in cooperatives, and the people'* intelli¬ 
gentsia. 1 his. however, is far from being an exhaustive 
definition of the socio-class structure of socialist socie¬ 
ty. It* all-round analysis also involves the study of in- 
ua-class relations, of the situation of different strata 
and groups and the relation* between them. With 
respect to the intelligentsia, for example, it may imply 
singling out (a) experts engaged in the national econ¬ 
omy (industry, agriculture, building and transport); 
(b) those engaged in science and art; (c) those 
engaged in public education, health prolix:lion, die 
set vice sphere, etc.; (d) office workers, and soon. 

Social groups, too, pertain to the social structure 
of society. They me formed according to occupation, 
community of goals and interests and other social 
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and socio-psychologital charm terUtics. A special place 
in the mcial structure belongs to the family. This 
primary social group is responsible for the reproduc¬ 
tion of the human race, The family also perforins 
many other func tions. such as organising the h«*nr life 
and leisure of its members, training the young for 
socially useful activities, and so on 

Young people, women and pensioners form socio- 
demographic groups occupying an important place 
in the social structure. 

The socio-class structure of exploiting societies gives 
an idea of the particular forms in which irreconci¬ 
lable social antagonism exist* and manifests itself. It 
is the structure of a society characterised by a condi¬ 
tion of war of everyone against everyone. Engels 
wrote: . .All historical struggles, whether they pro¬ 
ceed in the political, religious, philosophical or some 
othn ideological domain, are in fact only the more or 
less clear expression of struggles of social clashes, and 
that the existence and theivby the collisions, too, be¬ 
tween these classes are in turn conditioned by the de¬ 
gree of development of their economic position, by 
the mode of their production and of theii exchange 
determined by it.' 1 

Historically, classes emerge at a certain stage of de¬ 
velopment of the social productive forces. They re* 


1 Kaii Marx, Tire Eighteenth Brumaira of Louis Do- 
naparte', in: Karl Marx and l’'re<icrick Engels, Selected 
Worpr, in ihrrr volumes Vol. I, Progress Publishers. M< s- 
W*v, If79. |op. :t%97. 
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Heel men’s different positions in social production— 
their special relation to the means of production. 
A free citizen or a slave, it pjvperly owner or one who 
lias no property, a feudal lord or a seif, a capitalist or 
a proletarian, are all people differing in their relation 
to the means of pix>duciii>n. This fact determines iheli 
different interests. social position, requirements, hopes, 
and illusions. 

Prepared by capitalist society's own development, 
the victorious socialist revolution marks die beginning 
of the building of socialism. The latter gives rise to 
the locio-class structure of socialist society. It is the 
first non-antagoniitu socio-dass structure in human 
history. 

In liistoiica] trims, socialism is the first phase of 
the classless communist society. It is society’s first res¬ 
olute step towards abolishing classes and class con¬ 
tradictions. Nevertheless, in socialist society division 
into classes, and the essential difference between town 
and country and betwx'cn manual and brain workers 
continue. 

The working class and the peasantry are the two 
main classes of socialist society. Connected historically 
with the means of production in industry and 
agriculture, these two classes differ both by the places 
they occupy in social production and their rela¬ 
tion to the means of production. These objective dif¬ 
ferences also determine the specific interests of the 
workeis and peasants in other spheres of life in so¬ 
cialist society as well. 

Study of the objective position of the workers and 
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peasants in social production under socialism shows 
that, fint, classes continue to exist after the victori¬ 
ous socialist revolution; second, that tire fundamental 
interests of both chovs of socialist society coincide; 
a ml third, that the final abolition of classes requites 
a long effort aimed at levelling up living and wot king 
conditions by making all members of society equal 
with relation to the means of production. 

The principal features of the socio-class structure 
of socialist society take shape even during the period 
of transition from capitalism to socialism- During that 
more or less lengthy period, the exploiting classes are 
gradually abolished. The basis of exploitation of man 
by man disappears, and with it disappears irreconci- 
laWe social antagonism. 

In industry, uniform state socialist ownership is 
established as the means <>f production arc nation¬ 
alised, The objective position of all participants in 
industrial production ch uiges radically. Their relation 
to the means of pioduction becomes equal. 

The situation is more complicated in agriculture. 
Here, besides purely capitalist forms of economy, there 
is a vast mass of small and medium-scale producers. 
These toilers, integrally linked in some countries with 
private landownership, have never exploited the 
labour of others, being oppressed by the big merchants 
and industrialists, they arc the workers’ natural allies 
in their struggle against capitalist exploitation. Im¬ 
mediately after the victorious socialist revolution, the 
peasants arc not yet prepared to renounce private 
lnndownership. They arrive at socialism by a longer 
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road. Taking into account the revolutionary potential* 
itics, the place and role of the small and medium* 
-scale peasants under capitalism, Lenin elaborated a 
scientific plan for consolidating the alliance between 
workers and peasants both before and after the so¬ 
cialist revolution. After the victorious socialist revolu¬ 
tion, conditions arise in which the peasant's dual 
psychology of property owner and toiler manifests 
itself. Lenin saw the way out of this situation in the 
organisation of cooperatives. Lenin's famous coop- 
(ratio* plan provides for gradually drawing the peas* 
ants into different kinds of cooperatives. As part of 
a Cooperative, a peasant gradually builds up his con¬ 
fidence in the new, collective forms of production. 
Here he develops a mentality enabling him to join in 
the socialist form* of production. 

As a result, by virtue of the historically established 
difference in the position of the workers and peasants, 
two hums of socialist property, state and cooperative 
property, inevitably arise under socialism. 

Hie difference between the two forms of socialist 
property—state and cooperative-group property— 
determines the difference between the working class 
and peasantry under Socialism. The distinctions be¬ 
tween them exist within the framework of their com¬ 
mon interests, within the framework of their common 
socialist relation to the means of production. 

The gradual drawing together of the two forms of 
property and their gradual development into uniform 
communist property, and the elimination of essential 
distinctions between town and country, between work 
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in industry and in agriculture, is a stable historical 
tendency in the development of the socio-class struc¬ 
ture of soeialist society. 

The working class ri the most numerous and pro¬ 
gressive class under socialism, too. The proportion of 
industrial workers is steadily increasing. In tire Soviet 
Union, for example, they accounted for 33.5 per cent 
of the active population in 1939, and for 61.6 per 
oem in 1977. Simultaneously, the proportion of col¬ 
lective farmers dropped from 47.2 to 15.7 pci cent 
The main reason for the changed ratio between work¬ 
er* and peasants under socialism is the accelerated 
development of progressive industrial production 
methods. Farm work it gradually turning into a doss 
of industrial work and an increasing number of 
peasants arc being trained as machine operators and 
farm experts. Owing to the comprehensive mecha¬ 
nisation of farm jol» and reduction in the uumlrcr 
of workers needed in agriculture, many fanners 
are. finding jobs in industry, joining the working 
class. 

Growth in the proportion of brain workers 
is a stable tendency inherent in socialist society. It is 
accelerated by the technological revolution. 1 'sing 
the data for the Soviet Union, we can trace a 
tendency characteristic of all socialist countries. In 
the Soviet Union, the proportion of brain workers 
increased from 16.7 per cent in 1939 to 31.5 per cent 
in 1977 The socialist intelligentsia, winch shares the 
vital intci'cMs of the workers ami peasants, enihudax* 
tically contributes to building a developed socialist 
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society ami helps pave the way for the gradual tran¬ 
sition to a classless communist society. 

As socialist society advances, the objective differ¬ 
ences between workers and peasants, intellectual* 
and office workers diminish. This tendency in the 
development of the socio-class structure of socialist 
society reflects the general movement of society 
towards communism. At the socialist stage, this 
tendency finds expression in the continually growing 
social homogeneity of society resulting from the 
gradually drawing together of classes and groups as 
changes occur in their place in social production, in 
their mode of life and in the moulding and devel¬ 
opment of the socialist individual. 

2. The Leading Role of the Working Clast 
in Socialist Society 

As a Jesuit of their comprehensive study of capi¬ 
talism, Marx and F.ngeU came to the conclusion that 
by virtue of its objective position in society, its place 
and role in social production, and its fundamental 
interests and aspirations, the working class is the rev¬ 
olutionary force which can not only overthrow the 
bourgeoisie, but also build a communist society. 1 In 
the struggle against capitalism and for the socialist 

* See: Marx, F.nsel*, The German Ideology, Pjcgltw 
Publishers, M KOW, 1976, pp. tO, 91-92; Knrl Mane, Fre¬ 
derick F.r.ccls, “Contribution tn the Critique of Heed's Pni- 
Irrt.phy of Law. Introduction^ it; Karl Marx. Frederick 
Cnv'cls. Collected Works, Vol. 3, Pro.;feu Publishers Mos¬ 
cow, 1975, p. 187. 


SOCIO-CLASS STRUCTURE OP SOCIALIST SOCIETY 147 

reorganisation of society, the working class has natural 
allies in the peasants and other working peo¬ 
ple whom. Lctiin wrote, 'the bourgeoisie exploit, op¬ 
press ami crush, often not less but more than they do 
the proletarians, but who are incapable of waging an 
independent struggle for their emancipation’. 1 

To get die upper hand in this struggle and exercise 
the leading role proper to it, the working class must 
have a party to lead it in carrying out the socialist 
revolution and establishing the dictatorship of the 
proletariat as the key condition for the triumph of 
socialism. 

The leading role of the working class is necessary 
not only for the working people’s revolutionary 
struggle, not only for the transition from capitalism 
to socialism, but also for the building of commu¬ 
nism. 

Emphasising that the main contribution of Marx's 
doctrine is his elucidation of the world-historic role of 
the proletariat as the builder of socialist society, Le¬ 
nin also puts another important question: lias the 
course of events all over the world confirmed this 
doctrine since it was expounded by Marx.’ -' And he 
replies: “Since the appearance of Marxism, each of 
the three great periods of world history has brought 
Marxism new confirmation and new triumphs. But a 

1 V. 1. Lcnm, 'The Ssatc and Revolution’, Collected 
Works, Vol. 25, p. 40*. 

: V. ]. Lenin, The Historical Destiny of tlx- Doctrine 
of Karl Marx', Collected Works, Vol. IB, Moscow, l%.% 
p. 582. 
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still greatei triumph awaits Marxism, a* the doctrine 
of the proletariat, in the coming period of history.’ 1 

I.coin's prophetic words were brilliantly borne out 
by the entire course of history. Marx's doctrine of the 
working class and Sls leading role, enriched and 
developed by Lenin, has been embodied in practice, 
lti triumph lies, above all, in the victorious Great 
October Socialist Revolution, radical reorganisation 
of life in a vast country, and the achievement of 
developed socialism and the building of communism 
in the Soviet Union. Its truth has been proved again 
and again by the triumph of socialism in many 
countries of Europe .and Asia, and by the ex¬ 
perience of Cuba, the first socialist country in 
America. 

Not only has history borne out the principal 
Marxist-LeninUt doctrine — the doctrine of the 
world-historic role of the working class as leader of 
the revolutionary struggle and socialist construction, 
I Hit it has revealed the profound meaning and im¬ 
mense significance of ibis doctrine in the cm rent 
epoch, and shown the need for its further creative de¬ 
velopment, deeper assimilation, and skilful application 
as a guide to action. It is now rlcater than ever before 
that this is the only tlicorctical foundation rm which 
the new world can he built successfully, that only the 
leading role of the working class, constantly enhanced 
and perfected, makes possible the advance towards 
mature socialism and communism. The victorious 


* Ibid., p. 5!li. 
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Great October Socialist Revolution and socialist rev¬ 
olutions in other countries have fully demonstrated 
the great worldwide liberating mission of the working 
class, rite socialist countries have shown in practice 
the truth of the fundamental Marxist-Leninist thesis 
that the working class alone, led by its communist and 
workers' parties, can guide the exploited masses in the 
struggle to overthrow the capitalist yoke, secure and 
consolidate their victory, and establish a new social 
system. History has shown more than once that all 
deviations from this doctrine or attempts to deny or 
minimise it> significance inevitably result in failure, in 
utter retreat from the positions of Marxism-Leninism, 
and in betrayal of die working class and its historic 
mission. 

At the present time die attitude towards the work¬ 
ing class and its leading role serves as the watershed 
l>etween bourgeois and communist ideology, be¬ 
tween Marxism-1 quinism and revisionism in every 
form. 

The question of the leading ioIc of the working das? 
in socialist society has become the object of ideological 
struggle. This is due to a number of cause*. 

Today the working class ii in the centre of the cur¬ 
rent historical epoch. The working class and its 
offspring—the world socialist system—play the deci¬ 
sive role in tin*, development of mankind. This is live 
basic and most important general feature of the world 
revolutionary process. The leading role of the working 
class is indispensable to the triumph not only of the so¬ 
cialist revolution, but also of peace, democracy, and 
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the i mire progressive and emancipation movement of 
the masses throughout the world. 

The socialist countries arc at different stages of 
development. In the Soviet Union a developed 
socialist society hat been built and a gradual transition 
to communism is being effected. Although the Euro¬ 
pean socialist countries differ to some extent in their 
economic development levels, most of them started to 
build a developed socialist society. In othei socialist 
countries, the foundations of toctalfctn are being laid 
Nevertheless, irrespective of their level of development, 
in all socialist countries the above-mentioned feature 
finds expression in the need to build up and further 
enhance the leading role of the working class. This 
stems from tire socialist mode of production, the vast 
scale and complexity of socialist construction, the 
rapid advance of the technological revolution, the 
growing social activity of the masses, and the necessity 
for intelligent scientific regulation of the changes and 
processes occurring in society. This general feature lias 
specific manifestations in each country, depend¬ 
ing nti the specific historical conditions pertaining 
in it. 

As the sccio-class structure of society changes, essen¬ 
tial quantitative and qualitative changes occur in the 
working class itself. There is a growing number of 
high-skilled workers, and workers of all trades become 
more active in public life and in production as their 
class awareness increases. 

Enhancement of the leading role of the working 
class in socialist society is ensured by the objective 
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and subjective qualities and features of this class. It 
must be noted in the first place that under socialism 
die role of the working class as the principal 
productive force is enhanced still further. 

The working class is directly linked with the state 
property of the whole people, which plays a deter¬ 
mining role in national economic development. Of 
all the social groups the working class most con¬ 
sciously perceives the need for socialist and communist 
construction. 

The leading role of the working class in society 
finds expression in the activities of the Communist 
Party, which is the vanguaid of the class and simul¬ 
taneously the main guiding force of society at large. 
This role is also embodied in the activities of the so¬ 
cialist slate as the main class instrument of carrying 
out socialist and communist construction. Trade union 
and other public organisations arc important forms 
of uniting all working people and rallying them to 
the positions of the. working class. 

Ideologically, its leading role is based on Marxist - 
Lcninist doctrine. 

Under socialism, the working class keeps and devel¬ 
op! all its revolutionary features and qualities estab¬ 
lished under capitalism and acquires new features. Col¬ 
lectivism.. high organisation, awareness, consistency 
and staunchness, devotion and loyalty to communism, 
unity and cohesion under the leadership of its party, 
high social anti labour activity, arc all typical features 
of the working class which greatly develop in socialist 
society. 
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In their theoretical ami practical activities, the com* 
munist parties of tire socialist countriei, proceeding 
from these objective developmental features, increas¬ 
ingly step lip their efforts to build lip the leading 
role of the working claw. The CPSU, which liar led 
the heroic Soviet working class for over sixty years, 
guiding the. building of socialism and coinnuinisin in a 
vast country, has the richest and most comprehensive 
historical experience of all in this respect. 

‘Since the working class U the foremost and best 
organised force of Soviet society,* states the CPSU 
Programme, 'it plays a leading role alio in the period 
of the full-scale construction of communism. The 
working class will have Completed its role of leader of 
society after communism is built and classes disap¬ 
pear." 

The statement! of the Programme find reflection in 
all the activities of the CPSU. The new Soviet Con¬ 
stitution states that the working class is the lending 
force of Soviet society, and that the CPSU is the nu¬ 
cleus of its political system and guides the great con- 
stiuctive efforts of the Soviet people, and imparts a 
planned, scientific character of their work for the tri¬ 
umph of communism. 

The Programme of the. SocialUt Unity Party of 
Germany, adopted by its 9th Congress in 1976, de¬ 
clares: ‘Dcvclo|>ed socialist society means raising the 
role of tl*e working class and its Party as the leading 


1 The Ro>4 to CowMHHitMui, Moscow, Progress Publishers, 
1962. p. 547. 
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force of society, and constantly strengthening its alli¬ 
ance with the class of cooperative peasants, with the 
intelligentsia and all other working people." 

Erich Honcckcr told the 9th SUPG Congress that 
the working class was the chief social force in the 
GDR. He said: ‘We shall henceforth work so as to 
build up further its creative abilities and its influence 
in every area <,f the life of society." Tire historic mis¬ 
sion of the working class, he continued, consists in 
building socialist and Communist society, and to be 
able to do this, it must hold power firmly in its 
hands. 

The Polish United Workers' Party has pointed out 
the need for further strengthening the leading role of 
the working class in the country and its positions in 
the Party and the state, in political and public life. 

I he documents of tire Party stress the importance of 
consolidating its ranks and its bonds with the people. 

Summing up Czechoslovakia's successes in building 
a developed socialist society, Gustav Husak told the 
15th Congress of the Communist Party of Czechoslo¬ 
vakia, held in 1976: *We should not forget the cardi¬ 
nal statement of Marxism-Leninism that only a politi¬ 
cal party that recognises the leading role of the 
working class in the revolutionary remaking of 
society has a right to he its vanguard, to be a 


1 IX. RarleiUg dir SED, Btrlin, /<?. Dir 22. Afrfi 1970. 
lJ.utz Veriag, Berlin, 1976, 5. 20. 

1 Ibid.. S 114. 
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revolutionary parly indeed, a party of scientific cum* 
munism.' 1 

The Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party takes a sim¬ 
ilar line, scientifically substantiated in its Policy 
Statement adopted at the 11th Congress in 1975. ‘The 
tasks of socialist construction and the interests of all 
working people,’ said Janos Kadar at the Congress, 
'require that the leading role of the working class in 
every area of the life of society should he enhanced 
on the basis of the successes scored in recent years, 
that its political influence, should increase.” 

The leading role of the working class is also increas¬ 
ing in the efforts to build a developed socialist so¬ 
ciety in the Socialist Republic of Romania. This was 
mentioned at the llth RCP Congress by Nicotoe 
Ccaujcscu. 

The First Congress of the Communist Party of 
Cuba, which proclaimed the building of communism 
to be the Party‘3 strategic aim, stressed that it could 
be done only under the leadership of the working 
class. According to l idol Castro, the founding ol a 
Marxist-Lcninist party as the party of the working 
class, which is now guiding the revolution and is a 
guarantee of its continuity, is one of the greatest 
achievements of the Cubau people. 

1 I5tK Congress of the Communut Party of Czechoslova¬ 
kia. Prague, 12-16 Afi'il 1976, Politbdat, Mcacow, 1977, 
p. 52 (ir. Russian). 

* llth Congten o[ the Hungarian Workers’ Par¬ 

ty. Budapest, 17-22 March 1975, Pr-litbdat, Moscow, 1976, 
p. 82 in Russian). 
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The Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party, too. 
pays increasing attention to strengthening the leading 
role of die working class in the country. 

Profoundly loyal to Marxism, the Bulgarian Commu 
nut Party has always been guided by its principal ptop- 
osition on the role of the working class in the devel¬ 
opment of society. It was reared in that spirit by its 
founder Dimitr Blagoev. After the victorious socialist 
revolution in Bulgaria in 1D44, when a People’s De¬ 
mocracy was emerging as a new form or the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat, Georgi Dimitrov, leader of the 
Party, declared: ’Without the working class, with its 
new place and goals, there is no People's Democracy, 
nor can there be <j«y. A People’s Democracy can .arise 
only under the leadership of the working class.” 

This line has now been worked out comprehensive¬ 
ly in the Party Programme, a programme for building 
a developed socialist society, as well as in the materi¬ 
als and decisions of the 10th (1971) and llth (1975) 
congresses of the BCP. 'The leading role of the work¬ 
ing class,' said Todor Zhivkov at the 10th BCP Con¬ 
gress ‘is the key to the development of the socialist 
slate and socialist democracy, as by its place in society 
and by its historical %’ocation, the working class is flic 
natural leader of all working people until complete 
social homogeneity is attained and a classless com¬ 
munist society is established.' 2 

' f». Dimitrov, R'or.ts, Vo!. 14. S' Ea. 1955, p. 5. 

* 10th Congress of the Bulgarian Communist Party. Sofia, 
20-25 April 197 i , Poliibfl.it, Moscow, 1972.. p. U2 (in Rus¬ 
sian). 
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Historical experience lias shown that the strengthen* 
ing of the leading role of the working class in social¬ 
ist society depends to a great extent on its numerical 
growth and changes in its social composition, living 
standards, and cultural and educational levels. 

Opposing the opportunists in the Second Interna* 
tional, Lenin proved that in order to carry out a so¬ 
cialist revolution one did not have to wait for the 
working class to form a predominant part of the popu¬ 
lation, as the strengtho! the proletariat is much greater 
than its share of the total population, because it 
expresses both economically and politically the real 
interests of the vast majority of the working people 
under capitalism. 

This, however, does not mean that the size of the 
working class has nothing to do with its performance 
of its leading role, This is why Lenin pointed out, 
when he examined the objective factors determining 
this role in the socialist revolution, that the size of the 
working class was one of these factors. In the. most 
developed countries, the working class makes up the 
majority of the population. This factor is all the more 
important in socialist society. 

The growth of the working class is a gene id feature 
of society's development in all socialist countries. It 
is so even in countries like the GPR and Czechoslova¬ 
kia which were economically well developed when 
they started theii transition from capitalism to so¬ 
cialism. The growth may lie faster or slower, depend¬ 
ing on concrete historical circumstances, but it is 
inevitable. 
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‘Despite the fashionable anti-Marxist theories which 
allege that the scientific and technological revolu¬ 
tion is narrowing the scope of the working clasa and 
even eliminating it altogether, 1 said Leonid Brezhnev, 
‘the facts testify to the contrary : scientific and tech¬ 
nological progress everywhere leads to the growth 
of the working class, due among other things to the 
new occupation introduced by the modern methods of 
production." 

The growth of the working class results from pro¬ 
found social changes, such as socialist industrialisation, 
the reorganisation and further development of agri¬ 
culture, and the impact of the technological resolu¬ 
tion. 

It is a contradictory process. Some sections of the 
working class grow more than others, and some do 
not grow at all or even shrink. The general trend is. 
however, towards nn absolute and relative growth id 
the working class. 

This is demonstrated by Table 10 i p. 158). 

Industrial, office ami professional workers put 
together accounted for 84.3 per cent of the total 
population in 1977. 

After the triumph of socialism in the USSR, the 
share of the working class in the population has kept 
growing steadily. The fall registered during the transi¬ 
tion to socialism was due to the losses suffered by the 


1 I.. 1. Urcdmev, Fol/cwiuj,’ h'tin's Course, Progren Pub¬ 
lisher*, Moscow, 1975, p. 22. 
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Table 10 


Growth of the Soviet Working Clou 
(total population-100 per cent) 


Table 11 

Average Annual Number of Industrial Worker* 
at State and Cooperative Enterprises 
(thousand* of person*) 


Industrial 

workers 


1913 iMI 


1929 1959 1939 


W* 


i»:r 


14.8 10.4 12.4 33.5 40.5 56.8 til.6 


working class during World War 1 and Civil War, ami 
to the dislocation of tlic national economy caused by 
the wars. 

In the GDR, factory, office and professional work¬ 
ers accounted for 82.5 per cent of the population 
in 1965, 87.9 per cent in 1974, and 88.8 per cent in 
197G. 

Since the victorious socialist revolution in Bulga¬ 
ria, the share of the working class has been growing 
at a rapid rate. In 1916, it accounted for 10 per cent 
of the population, increasing to 29.2 per cent in 1956 
and 59.4 per cent in 1975. 

The main contingent of the working class—industri¬ 
al workers—continues to grow, although somewhat 
more slowly. 

These changes have an important qualitative, rs 
well as quantitative, aspect, as they have to do with 
the improvement of the social pattern of the working 
class as a whole. It is beginning to consist preponder¬ 
antly of industrial vvoikns. who play the most impor¬ 
tant part in the development of society. 


Ctnitfjr 


IMS 
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Bulgaria 

Czechoslovakia 

GDR 

Hungary 

Mongolia 

Poland 

Romania 

USSR 


Industry as a Whole 
v 823 

1,027 

1.702 

2,009 

1,698 

2,062 

1,340 

1.029 

20 

42 

2,332 

3,528 

1,067 

2,652 

18,887 

28,079 


Electric and 'lhernial Power Generation 


Bulgaria 

7.2 

12.8 

Chechoslovakia 

24.6 

31.1 

GDR 

36.7 

45.1 

Hungry 

26.0 

26.6 

Mongol: a 

0.4 

2.6 

Poland 

30.1 

52.1 

Romania 

11.7 

34.6 

USSR 

320 

514* 


Machine Build ng imd MetalwotLii •; 


Bulgaria 

99.6 

265 

Czechoslovakia 

5114 

734 

GDR 

609 

793 

Hungary 

2C8 

394 

Mongolia 

O.C 

2. 

Poland 

552 

1,120 

Romania 

238 

861 

USSR 

5,814 

10,Gil* 


• l9Ji Ljiic*. 
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The growth of the main contingent of the working 
class is reflected in Table 11. 

Over the past few years, the numerical strength of 
the working class in the service sphere and agriculture 
lias considerably inr teased. As agriculture is invaded 
by technology, the machine operator in the broadest 
sense of the word becomes its central figure, and this 
substantially alters tin: composition of the agrarian 
contingent of the working class. 

Under the impact of the progress made by science 
and technology, and particularly of the automation 
of production, important changes are occurring in 
the character and substance of the work and in the 
profcssional-and-skill structure of the working class. 
They arc characterised by some important natural 
features. Fiist of all, the amount of machinery available 
per worker, and of mental work required, increases, 
the piopoition of skilled workers grows, new trades 
arc brought into being by the technological revolu¬ 
tion and some arduous jobs disappear. 

The rapid progress of the technological revolution 
lias greatly extended the scientific service sphere, caus¬ 
ing the numlicr of workers in this sector to grow. They 
are, in effect, a new section of the working class, con¬ 
sisting of highly skilled and educated personnel en¬ 
gaged in scientific production and experimentation. 
The number of such workers in the USSR increased 
more than ten times in 1P76 ,i< compared with 1940. 
and approximately 50 per cent over 1965. 

With the automation and complete mechanisation 
of production, there forms yet another new section of 
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the working class—worker intellectuals. This is art in¬ 
termediate section between the working class and so¬ 
cialist intelligentsia, whk It, however, should hr includ¬ 
ed in the working class, as its member*, like ill other 
workers, are in immediate control of machinery, 
change the objei i of labour, and produce mater ial 
goods. Nevertheless, the content of their work, in which 
mental effort increasingly predominates, and their gen¬ 
eral knowledge and know-how bring them closer to 
technicians and engineers with a higher education. 
This section will continue to grow as one of the main 
fomu of lire increasing convergence of physical and 
mental work and, as a prerequisite of their organic 
fusion. The working class as the leading force of so¬ 
ciety has an exclusive interest in the dcvelopnvent 
of this process and consequently in achieving com¬ 
plete social homogeneity of society and eliminating 
classes. 

That is why such immense historic significance at¬ 
taches to the lact that the social structure of the work¬ 
ing class is corning <<» include Ixilli absolutely and 
relatively- -more high-skilled and skilled workers 
and continually le*s low-skilled and unskilled workers. 
I.et us turn to tin- facts. 

In Poland, about 55 per cent of the workers are 
high- or medium-skilled, 31 per cent low-skilled, and 
14 per cent unskilled. 1 


1 Sec: I'eduthchaia ret rakoche/:# Ahuiit (oiii/iliKiiliet- 
i.iih ihanakh (lading Role at the Working Cl&v» in the So- 
cialist C’untties , Mow w, 1974, pp- 83-R9. 
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Over the past twenty years, the number of skilled 
workers in the GDR ami Hungaiy has doubled. In 
1975 in Bulgaria, high-skilled workers accounted for 
33.8 per cent of the total force in industry, construc¬ 
tion and transport, medium-skilled workers accounting 
for +7.7, and low-skilled for 18.5 per cent. 1 

These successes were achieved thanks above all to 
the great concern of the socialist state for raising the 
qualifications of working people 

One of the major social achievements in die social¬ 
ist countries is the rapid growth of the educational 
level of the working class. 

In 1939 there were only 84 persons per tlvousnnd 
with a higher or secondary education {complete nr 
otherwise) in the. USSR. This number rose to 3% 
in 1959 and 586 in 1970. teaching 732 per thousand 
in 1977. 

Table 12 below shows the growth of the educa¬ 
tional standard of Bulgarian workers. 

In terms of education, Socialist Cuba received an 
onerous legacy. In 1958, it had a million illiterates 
and more than a million semi-literates. Thanks to the 
strenuous efforts ami energetic measures of the peo¬ 
ple's government, this situation was radically chang¬ 
ed. Illiteracy has in the main hern eliminated, and 
workers and other (oilers continually raise their edu¬ 
cational level. It is utic of the most graphic examples 

' Seet Ihb fvtt.'t • of I Ac Dulcmrirtn Comnmniil forty. 
Sof;i. 29 Match-2 April 1970. Po’.ili/itnt, Moscow. 1077. pp. 
•IIt-19 in Rutium). 
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Table 12 

Educational Pattern r>f the Bulgarian Working Claw 
(per cent) 


Worktri 1956 IXo 1075 


Illiterate 

B.5 

3.!> 


With a primary education 
With a secondary- and 
incomplete higher 

85,8 

85.5 

84 

education 

7.4 

10.3 

15.8 

With ft higher education 

0.3 

0.1 

0.2 


attesting to the revolutionary role of socialism in the 
area of education. 

In the Soviet Union and some other socialist conn 
tries, universal secondary education has been or is be¬ 
ing introduced, which will give a fresh impetus to the 
workers’ educational growth. 

It is of particular importance to raise the working- 
i lass material well-being as well as the living standards 
of all working people. Every communist party and 
socialist state concern themselves with this problem 
It is also at the core of their economic and social de¬ 
velopment plans. 

One indicator of the material well-being of the 
working people is the wage level, which has i hanged 
in the. following way (see Table 13). 

In 1960, the average monthly wages and salaries in 
the USSR amounted to 8035 roubles, increasing to 122 
rouble* in 1970 and 14t> in 1975. Together with hen- 
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TabU 13 

Average Monthly Wages and Salaries 
(in National Currency Units!' 
in the Slate and Cooperative Sectors of the Socialist 
Economies 


CMKty 

two 

tors 

Bulgaria 

78.3 

148 

Czechoslovakia 

1,365 

2.36‘J 

Hungary 

Poland 

1.553 

t.560 

2, U7ti 

3. D6Q 

Romania 

m 

1.964 

USSR 

80.fi 

151.4 


efits and payments from social consumption funds, 
they come to 198 rouble*. By the end of the lenth 
Five-Year Plan period, i.e.. in 1980, they exceeded 
168 roubles. Benefits and allowances paid to citizens 
out id social consumption funds have almost doubled. 

Between 1971 and 1975, the average monthly wage* 
and salaries in Bulgaria increased from 124 to 146 
leva, the minimum wage amounting to 80 leva in 
1975. By the citd of the seventh five-year period, 
they increased to 180 leva, and the minimum wage 
to 100 leva. Social consumption funds have also con¬ 
siderably increased. 

Accelerated socialist development and profound 
changes in tire social structure of the working class 
increasingly chape a worker of a new type character¬ 
istic of the developed socialist society. 

1 his is how L. I. Brezhnev describe* the exemplary 
worker: 


1(15 

‘Mr is knowledgeable, with a wide scope of vision 
ami greater experience of participation in the socialist 
organisation of labour, of tightening labour discipline, 
ami of carrying forward the Party’* economic policy. 
A worker of this calibre is a match for the problems 
of heightening the efficiency of social production and 
for those of intensive economic development. He has 
become an immediate participant in resolving the im¬ 
posing problems of the. scientific and technological rev 
olution. , ‘ 

As the developed socialist society is built, and as 
it develop*, tlu? workers Irecome more active socially. 
lhis finds expression above all in the activities of 
communist and workers' parties, in their policies, strat¬ 
egy and tactics, which are aimed at implementing the 
historical mission of the working class. Under the guid¬ 
ance of communist and workers' parties, all arras 
of public life arc developed, awl the alliance between 
the working class and all working people grows 
stronger. Flic party develops into a party of the whole 
people, but even so, it fully retains its class character 
as it continues to express the basic interest* and aims 
of the working class, which become those of all work¬ 
ing people. This was graphically stressed at the 25th 
CPSU Congress. 

‘Under developed socialism.' state* the Report of 
the CC CPSU to the 25th Congress, when the Com- 


1 f . I. Brezhnev, Ltr-imkim kunvri. R«hi i (Fol¬ 

lowing Lenin’s Course)* Vol. 3, Politizdat. Miv w, 1973. 

p. 3«. 
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munist Party lias become a party of die whole peo¬ 
ple, it has in no sense lost its class character, The 
CPSU lias been and remains a party of the working 
class.' 1 

This fundamental proposition is equally valid foi 
all communist parties in other socialist countries in 
which this process is under way. When the Program¬ 
me of the Bulgarian Communist Party was passed by 
live 10th Parly Congress in 1971, the preposition was 
scientifically substantiated and developed under Bul¬ 
garia’s specific historical conditions Speaking at the 
Congress, Tudor Zhivkov stressed that 'the Commit • 
niit Patty, which remains a party of the working class, 
gradually becomes the vanguard of the people, a par¬ 
ty of the whole people. This is one of the cardinal fea¬ 
tures of the building of a developed socialist society 
It is an expression of the new changes which arc oc¬ 
curring in the economy, political system, socio-clast 
.structure and intellectual life of our country.... 

'Taking these changes into account does not at all 
mean belittling the leading role of the working class, 
substituting petty-bourgeois ideas for the Marxist-Le- 
ninist doctrine of the parly or mixing up the commu¬ 
nist ideal with Narodnik ideology or abstract human¬ 
ism. We flatly reject both the dogmatic and extremist 
assertions that the role of the working class can he per¬ 
tained by the intelligentsia, peasantry oi youth, and 
the right-wing opportunist assertions as to the fusion 

1 Document! and Resolution!. XXVth Congren of (he 
CPSU, Novosti Press Agency Publishing House, Moscow. 
1976, p. 76. 
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or dissolution of the working claw in other social stra¬ 
ta. In the course of building a mature socialist society, 
the Communist Party continues to be a party of the 
working class and at the same time gradually becomes 
a party of the » hole people.' 

The class character of the communist and work¬ 
ers’ patties increasingly Calls for the enlargement and 
consolidation of their working-class nucleus. In 1976, 
workers accounted for +1.6 per cent of the. CPSU 
membership and 58 per cent of new members, 80 per 
Cent of those joining the Party are engaged in material 
production. 8 

In the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 56.1 per 
cent of the members and candidates for membership 
are workers, and 74.9 per cent hail from working-class 
families. Workers accounted for 69 per cent of die 
new members admitted between the 8tli and 9th 
SUPG congresses.* 

In 1976. workers accounted for 41 4 per cent of 
llic membership of the Bulgarian Communist Party. 

The working class, guided by the Party, is evri 
more active in the country’s social and political life. 
This finds expression in the activities of the socialist 
state, trade unions and other mass political organisa¬ 
tions, and in measures which show that tin* working 

1 10th Congress of the Bulgarina Communist Parly. 
Sofia, 70-25 April 197), pp. 142-43. 

• See: Doeumenli and flerotuifam. XXVth Cornea of 
the CPSU, p. 76. 

' IX, Piirleitag Her SED. Berlin, 18. bis 22. Mai 1976, 
S. 123-24. 
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class is united around it% Party, tli.ii all other working 
people firmly embrace the positions of the working 
class, and that the leading role of the latter is increas¬ 
ing. 

Of the 1,51)0 deputies to the USSR Supreme Soviet. 
522 arc workers, and in the local Soviets of People's 
Deputies workers account for 42.3 per cent of depu¬ 
ties. 1 Of the 500 deputies to the People's Chamber of 
the GDR 219 are workers, of the 352 deputies to the 
National Assembly of Hungary 137 are workers, and 
so on. 8 In Bulgaria. 105 of the 400 people's represen¬ 
tatives are workers, and in People’s Councils, 18,293 
of the 55,393 People’s Councillors, or 33 per cent, are 
workers directly engaged in material production, 

In the national economy, the leading role of the 
working class is effected through the activities of par¬ 
ty branches, trade unions, and other mass luganisa- 
tions of the working people, production conferences, 
economic councils and committees, and other forms 
of economic management. 

In planning, the socialist emulation campaign and 
the inventor*' ami innovators’ movement, the work¬ 
ing class is not only tire master of production, but al¬ 
so the main productive force of society, as the car¬ 
dinal factor in mass-scale scientific and technological 
progress. 

1 St-*: Swetikii Soynt. Polkiko-ekonomUketkiy ifonvoeh- 
iiiA; i Hie Soviet Union. A Political and Ecumenic Reference 
Book 1 '. Moscow. 1975, p. 77. 

! pie Atbeileikiiatfe dtr SQiialiittichen Gtmiinschaft in 
den < is b tiger Johren, Beilin, 1976, S. 54. 


The tendency towards convergence of classes anti 
social groups is vividly manifest at the stage of build¬ 
ing a mature socialist society. This process has two 
sides. The first is that the leading role of the working 
class is augmented and perfected, and the second is 
that the other classes and social groups gradually bc- 
icum: sufficiently advanced to share the fundamental 
interests and historical aims of this class. This process 
is a new stage irt the development of the leading role 
of the working clast. 

3. The Growing Homogeneity 
of th . Socio-Class Stiucture 
of Developed Socialist Society 

Marx and Engels proved that the historical mission 
of the working class is to build a clavtle.w *rn iety. Le¬ 
nin defined the working class as the main leading and 
organising force not only in the sm i ilist revolution, 
not only in socialist i (institution, but also 'in (In- entire 
struggle for the complete abolition of classes' 1 

Developed socialist society is art important hUloti- 
cal stage in the elimination of class distinctions. At 
this stage, the intricate process of convergence of 
classes and social groups becomes mote intensive. The 
experience of the socialist community countries has 
shown that there is an essential tendency in this prot¬ 
est. whereby the unnemont towards social homoge¬ 
neity proceeds in such a way that the characteristic 
features of the work, public activity and intellectual 
1 V. I. Lenin, ’A Great Beginning 9 . Collected Works, V'ol. 
29, p. 420. 
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make-up of the working cla« increasingly lie come the 
social features of the cooperative peasants, the intrlli- 
gentsia and oilier social groups. That is why the move- 
menu towards social homogeneity in the socialist 
countries, far from decreasing, increases still more the 
world-historic role of the working thus as society's 
chief productive and revolutionary force. 

In oider to grasp the essence of this process, it U 
necessary to subject to all-round analysis the class 
structure of developed socialist society. Interlaced in 
it arr economic, socio-class, political-administrative, 
ideological and other internal arid international fac¬ 
tors and conditions. Neither the working class nor 
other classes and social groups are unchangeable or 
static. The qualitative and quantitative aspects of 
this process should be viewed in their dialectical unity. 

Substantial results have been achieved by the Com¬ 
mission for Multilateral Cooperation of Scientists in 
tin’ Socialist Countries on the Problem “The Working 
Class in the World Revolutionary Process" (set up in 
1972). 1 A number of question! relating to the social 

See: the principal publications of the GommUson. Ra- 
beehy Usu — glamaya retolyuliionnaya /da (The Working 
dais as the Main Revolutionary Force), Moscow, 1973; 
fnfamattie**) byullfttn. So. 1, Warsaw, 1974; /H/arinn/jJen¬ 
ny ulltl ■ m, No 2, Moscow, 1974; Itloriehttiaya mhtiya 
rabochtgo t/»M » idetfo&ich t?#Au)« bvrba (The Historic Mis¬ 
sion of the Working Class and Ideological Stiuggfe), Mokow, 
1974; D\( ArbfiU'tMafff fUhnnde Kraft in mo/iilii>M«ren 
Wtltproztu, Berlin. 1974; Rabochy Men I tairot m rtvotjv- 
tlitnnom pratitne 'The Working Class in the World Rev¬ 
olutionary Process), Moscow, 1975. 
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activity, dynamics, interaction, drawing together and 
levelling up of the working class and other social strata 
and gioups under socialism were studied jointly by 
scholars from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the GDR, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, and the Soviet Union, 
ami with the cooperation of scholars from Romania, 
Vietnam and Cuba. 

The most typical general aspect! of the movement 
towards social homogeneity, observable in the Euro¬ 
pean socialist countries, are the following: 

First, while the emergence of classes is a u itural. 
spontaneous process, the movement towards social ho¬ 
mogeneity in the course of the development of social¬ 
ist society is scientifically studied, guided and organ¬ 
ised politically and socially. The process represents the 
dialectical unity of the objective prerequisites, condi¬ 
tions, tendencies and operation of the subjective factor. 
Tbe working class is both the object and conscious 
subject of profound historical changes in the class pat¬ 
tern of mature socialism. 

Second, die. movement towards social homogeneity 
is a twofold process involving the elimination of es¬ 
sential differences between friendly classes and social 
strata under socialism, and simultaneously the emer¬ 
gence of some common social qualities and features, 
e g., the intellcctualisafion of tbe working class and tbe 
social integration of the workers, cooperative peasants, 
socialist intelligentsia, white-collar worker*, and 
so on. 

Third, the movement towards social homogeneity 
is a deep, many-sided and long process of qualitative 
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reorganisation of relations between classes, and of the 
internal structure of the main classes and social strata. 

Fourth, scientific communism has proved that the 
division into classes ‘was based upon the insufficiency 
of production. It will he swept away by the complete 
development of modern productive forces.’* 

Today developed socialist society provides n set of 
sixial conditions for obliterating class distinctions, such 
as the complete development of modern productive 
forces; improvement of the socialist relations of pro 
due lion (the convergence of tire two forms of socialist 
property, elimination of the vestiges of the old divi¬ 
sion of labour); involvement of the entire workingclas* 
and the mass of the working people in social manage¬ 
ment: enhancement of the leading and creative role 
of die working class and working people in the i ullm 
al and intellectual sphere, in ideological activity and 
cultural development; firm establishment, enrichment 
and domination of the socialist mode of life, socialist 
social relations and socialist humanism becoming part 
of everyday life and of relations between individuals; 
inter nationalisation of socialist social relations as a 
catalyst accelerating the movement towards social 
homogeneity and intensifying the convergence of all 
classes and social strata. 

ft is not hard to sec that a comprehensive approach 
to the analysis of social homogeneity in developed 
socialist society has nothing of the methodological de¬ 
fect of ‘equal factors’ in it. Different as the forms, 

r “ 

1 Frederick Engels, dwb-Z^tVAririif, p. 334. 


iOCIO-CLASS STRUCTURE nr SOCIALIST SOClt.lY 173 

>pe$(l and extent of class changes in each fraternal *o- 
eialist country may be, the movement toward* social 
hoinggeneity follows a common, objectively determin¬ 
ed line of development, from changes in the produc¬ 
tive forces nnd relations of production to socio-politi¬ 
cal, ideological, cultural and intellectual changes in 
the life, social features and historical roles of the clas¬ 
ses under socialism 

What is the effect of the new stage of development 
of the productive force*, of the material and techni¬ 
cal basis of the socialist community countries, on the 
movement towards social homogeneity? The dialecti¬ 
cal inseparability of the productive! foices and the re¬ 
lations of production rules out the view that the 
impact of the productive forces on die classes and im¬ 
mediate producers is a ‘pure’, ’direct' and ‘simple’ 
phenomenon, 'ITus kind of ‘direct’ approach is the 
main fault of the bourgeois views on ‘social stratifica¬ 
tion in socialist society 1 . According to these views, il 
is the level of technology, not the mode of prodoc* 

t tion. that determines the main tendencies in the social 
mobility of society, Thm, the bourgeoisie overlook* 
the cardinal problem of relation to the means of pro¬ 
duction and advances as the determining factors dif¬ 
ferences in income life style, ideology, prestiRC or par¬ 
ticipation in management. 

Simultaneously, in the latter half of the l%0s in 
some socialist countries (in Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and Hungary) some sociologists argued that classes 
were completely eliminated under socialism. Accord¬ 
ing to stub conceptions, the relation to the means of 
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production lov»s its structure-determining character, 
yielding in imports jkx- to the character of labour (iti 
complexity, and skill requirements), living standards 
and the way of life. 

Soual practice in the European socialist countries 
has disproved such conceptions, proving that the exist¬ 
ence of classes in socialist society and the relations 
between them arc determined by their relation to the 
means of production. 1 he woiking class is immediate¬ 
ly related to the national means of production, cont¬ 
rols them and is both the producer and the organiser 
o! production. The cooperative peasants are coowners 
ot the national meant of production, but do not use 
them directly, At the same time, they apply coopera¬ 
tive means of production, which they own. The fact 
that the peasants own cooperative means of produc¬ 
tion and the specific features of their work invest them 
with the characteristics of a class. 

1 he relations between classes arc dynamic, not stat- 

i'ablt 14 
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i<\ It is a natural feature of the development «»f so¬ 
cialist production that the production of the means of 
production belonging to the whole people increases. 
This is clear from Table 11, 

The rapid growth of the socialist pioductivc forces 
has one highly significant remit: the modern socialist 
working class in all European socialist countries h 
both absolutely and relatively the most numerous part 
of the active population. It should be noted that the 
proletariat also forms the main, larger part of the ac ¬ 
tive population in the industrialised capitalist countries 
today. According to estimates of the USSR Academy 
of Sciences Institute of the International Working 
Class Movement, its total strength there exceeds 209 
million, as against 132 million in 1930. 

To suin up, these are the main tendencies that mark 
the development of the class structure of socialist to- 
ciety. 

The development of the productive forces turns 
the working class into the larger part of the active po¬ 
pulation in the jocialist community countries, where¬ 
by its basic class features arc enhanced. It owns the 
basic moans of production (together with the other 
class and the rest of the social groups}; combines or¬ 
ganising and managing functions with executive ones 
in labour; is the direct producer of the basic means of 
production and of the major part of material and in¬ 
tellectual values; engaged mostly in physical labour, 
it takes an increasing part in mental work in and out¬ 
side of production; enriches and develops soci.div. 
ideology and the outlook of the whole people; through 
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its vanguard, the Communist Party, it blazes 
the trail into die future, drafting and carrying out 
social and economic programmes for the development 
of society. 

In the conditions of scientific and technological prog, 
re**, greater requirements are made as to the work¬ 
ers' standards of skill and the oc« upational and terri¬ 
torial mobility of labour. On this basis there arise ‘in¬ 
termediate’ or ’transitional* groups within the main 
classes and social groups, as well as between them. 
Tliis process is enhanced as the number of unskilled 
workers decreases. 

Thus, the changes occurring in the social status of 
the working class me both internal and external. They 
lead to the drawing together of the workers and the. 
peasants, the people’s intelligentsia and other social 
groups. If we look at the difference* between industrial 
and farm work, and between physical and mental 
work, we cannot fail to sec that at the present stage 
essential changes an* occurring l>oth in the dividnn of 
labour in general and in the division of labour in par¬ 
ticular (according to Marx’s definition!. 

Change % in tin* division of labour in genera! arc 
indicated by the growth of the proportion of wage 
and salary workers engaged in industry, con* 
structiou, transport and communications in the CM HA 
countries. 

There are also new »s|jei is in the division of labour 
in particular. Moving into the foreground arc new 
industries such as electronics, atomic power engineer¬ 
ing. synthetic materials manufacturing and tlu- pro- 
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duct ion of computers, which increasingly occupy key 
positions in social production. 

The division of labour in particular U marked by the 
disappearance of many traditional jobs, especially 
those involving nan-mechanised processes or done by 
hand. This increases the need for specialisation and 
vocational guidance. 

At the current stage of socialist development, the 
old division of labour is gradually being abolished, 
and transition to a new division of labour is being 
effected. People will gradually master several related 
or interchangeable jobs. Hence a new pattern of 
distribution of workers in socialist production, along 
with a new division of labour, can be seen even to¬ 
day. 

Thus, as the differences between the main classes 
with relation to the means of production are 
increasingly eliminated under socialism, differences 
arising jls a result of the division of labour and its 
skilful application will come to the fore more and 
more. 

Hie division of labour is not simply a technological 
matter, but one associated with the main relation of 
production, the socialist ownership of the means of 
production. The technological revolution, on the one 
hand, facilitates the change in the character of labour 
under social but and the appearance of social strata 
bordering on the working class and socialist peasant¬ 
ry, such as highly skilled industrial workers engaged 
in new-type jobs, and machine operators in agricul¬ 
ture. On the other hand, it serves to intensify the 
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elimination of distinctive class features; workers in 
one social group assimilate like good qualities ot 
oilier social groups, and new social trails cliai ictri is- 
tic of all the social groups arc formed. 

The tendency towards greater socio-class homoge¬ 
neity in socialist society is also furthered by broad 
access to education and culture, development of 
varied foams of participation in public life, closer 
community in residential neighbourhoods, organisa¬ 
tion of leisure and rerreation and dissemination 
throughout society of scientific and political knowl¬ 
edge, above all, of the world outlook and ethical 
ideals of the working class. 

The experience of tire socialist community countries 
shows that in the movement towards social homogene¬ 
ity the socialist working class continues to he the pivot 
of every people. Its ideals and interests rellect most 
fully the natural objective laws of historical develop¬ 
ment and tin* specific interests of the other social 
strata. 


THE POLITICAL SYSTEM OF SOCIALISM 
AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF DEMOCRACY 


l, The Clots Character of the Socialist 
Political Syitem 

The socialist political system was established as a 
result of the revolutionary struggle waged by the 
working class ami its allies under tlu guidance of 
the Marxist-Leninist potty. It was Consolidated in the 
process of the sweeping changes undergone by social 
relations, above all in the sphere of production. The 
emergence and development of the political system 
of the socialist countries simultaneously imply the 
implementation ot the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, 
which has scientifically laid bare the class nature of 
the political systems of the socio-economic for¬ 
mations that preceded socialism, and conclusively 
proved that there political systems had always func¬ 
tioned as definite systems of dais domination, rer- 
sing as instruments of the exploitation of man by 
man. 

1 lie founders of Marxism-Leninism stressed the 
deep-lying, irreconcilable dais antagonism of the po¬ 
litical system of exploiting societies, as well as the 
resultant dual and contradictory character of policy 
• md political relations. Simultaneously, Marxist- 
Loninist revolutionary theory has pointed out the way 
12 * 
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of building a new society through the consistent clim- 
in.itinu of antagonistic clast contradictions of an 
economic, social, and political eh a racier. 

The political system of socialism —as opposed to tin* 
political systems of the preceding societies —it based 
on socio-economic n lotions free from exploitation and 
antagonism. Its foundation is socialist social ownership 
of the means of production, and a single national 
economic complex, which makes possible a planned 
utilisation of the national resources in the interest of 
the working class and all working people. 

Having abolished the economic and political ruli* 
of die exploiting classes, socialism has radically 
changed the sphere of relations between classes, and 
the social structure of society. The leading class of 
society is the working class, which by its very nature 
represents the most active force in the building of 
socialism and communism. 

The interests of the working class correspond—and 
on the more essential points they coincide—with the 
interests of all working members of society, f lic pro¬ 
letariat is the fust revolutionary force in history 
which turns the victory of its revolution to the bene* 
fit of the majority of the people, of the masses. It 
would not try to stand above the other classes and 
social strata of society, to perpetuate its political rule, 
its dictatorship. The continually reproduced iden- 
lity of fundamental interests U manifested in the fact 
that the peasants, the intelligentsia and other work¬ 
ing people, by virtue of being workers, arc interested 
in establishing and maintaining social relations free 


from exploitation and in obliterating the still existing 
social differences, c.g.. between town and country, 
mental work and physical labour, etc. 

The identity of the fundamental interests of the 
workers, peasants and other working people is the 
basis of working-class policy towards the other classes 
and strata of the people, ansi of the draw ing together 
of chases, strata, and social groups. 

Cooperation and the friendly alliance of classes 
and all strata of society promote the growth of the 
Social homogeneity of society, I lie new social rela¬ 
tions result in the formation and operation of a single 
system of political institution* aimed at making soci¬ 
ety socially homogeneous. Under socialism -in con¬ 
tradistinction to capitalism—relations of cooperation 
arc established between the elements of the political 
system. The development of state and social princi¬ 
ples within the framework of the political system 
follows a single cotii^*, implying close ties between 
and the mutual influence of the state and public 
bodies in Use course of socialist and communist 
construction. 

The socialist |>olitical system is characterised by 
cooperation in the working people's exercise of power 
throughout society, and not by the power struggle 
present under bourgeois political systems. The social¬ 
ist political institutions provide, for extensive invol¬ 
vement of the different strata of sm iely in building 
the new life. 

The tendency towards social homogeneity inherent 
in socialist social relations, and the close cooperation 
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between the Marxist-Leninist parly, the socialist state, 
public organisations and other elements of the polit¬ 
ical system naturally do not imply any denial of the 
interests objectively existing in socialist society, nor do 
they exclude the dynamics of these interests. 

Socialism eliminates the antagonistic opposition of 
interests in society, but it does not seek to unify or 
depersonalise them or to dissolve all human aspira¬ 
tions into a few general 'late interests, as bourgeois 
ideologists allege distorting the socialist realities. An 
interest is the attitude of a person or a gToup to the 
socio-economic conditions of being, which is ade¬ 
quately or inadequately reflected in people’s minds and 
becomes the spring of their practical activity. 

The rapid development of socialism, economic 
growth and intensification, territorial division, the 
complexity of the internal structure of society, and 
other important factors result in the emergence of an 
internally differentiated system of interests. Because 
interests arc varied and dynamic, it is not excluded 
that under socialism, too, certain differences should 
come out as contradictions, which should l>e resolved 
iu conformity with the requirements of society's 
development. The main thing, however, is that social¬ 
ism opens up extensive possibilities for establishing a 
dynamic identity of the fundamental interests of so¬ 
ciety, the.: state, the group and the individual 

Socialism has provided conditions under which the 
diversity of individual interests in society is not usual¬ 
ly connected with conflicts or collisions or rivalry The 
socialist political system furthers—and as socialism 
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advances, it will broadly encourage- -different indivi¬ 
dual and group interests. 

Simultaneously, the establishment of a dynamic 
identity of interests presupposes a constant bringing to 
light of opposed interests and the resolution of the 
problems concerned on the basis of principles which 
provide for the main, supreme, primary interests of 
society by every means, including those of government. 

The diverse institutions of the socialist political 
system play an important part in apprehending and 
elucidating interests. Party and government bodies 
continually subject to scientific analysis the eh urging, 
diverse social relations, and socio-economic conditions 
determining the coin rete relationship among inter¬ 
ests. In the course of this activity, a Correct combina¬ 
tion of social, collective and individual interests is 
attained. 

The structure and functioning of the socialist 
political system . The political system of socialist soci¬ 
ety operates under the guidance of the communist 
party, integrally uniting slate and non-state (public) 
political organisations. 

The socialist political system is a uniform system 
which sets itself common social objectives. All elem- 
i nti of the political system arc organised and function 
in accordance with the principle of democratic cen¬ 
tralism, which combines centralised leadership and 
local initiative and creativity, the respwidbility of eve¬ 
ry state and public body and official for the work 
entrusted to them. In the socialist political system, 
centralism and socialist democracy arc inseparable 
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and can carry out their function only provided that 
they continually interact. 

Centralism implies uniform central leadership and 
subordination of louver to higher bodies Socialist 
centralism is the condition necessary for the implem¬ 
entation of the cardinal internal objective character¬ 
istics of socialism, viz., public ownership of the means 
of production, large-scale socialist production, a 
unified planned national economy, the political unity 
of society, ami so on. Essentially, however, socialist 
centralism can l>c nothing but democratic, being 
inseparable front democracy. 

Democracy implies the independence of local bod¬ 
ies, the right to display initiative and criticise short¬ 
comings. It also means that the system of major bodies 
of government is founded on the principles of rep¬ 
resentation and direct democracy. Centralism is 
founded on democratic principles, and democratic 
unity is just what makes centralism possible. Much 
attention is paid to coordinated development of these 
principles in Kxualnt society. The policy statement 
of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party, adopted 
at its 11th Congre<s, declares: 'On the basis of the 
principle of democratic centralism, it is necessary to 
perfect the centralised administration of society, while 
simultaneously incieasing the independence and re¬ 
sponsibility of local bodies.' 1 

The principle of democratic centralism is expressed 
in the specific forms of organisation of the political 

' llih Congress o{ the Hunterian Soeioliil Worsen' Vm- 
ty. Budapest, 17-22 March 1975, p. 229 (in Russian). 


DEVELOPMENT OF DEMOCRACY 185 

system, in the distribution of competence, among dif¬ 
ferent bodies, and in the methods of administration. 
The specific forms of and relation between central¬ 
isation and democracy in individual parts of the politi¬ 
cal system (to be described further on) may differ, 
depending on their specific features. Tire measure of 
centralism and democracy in society as a whole ulti¬ 
mately depends on the level of socialist production, 
ti e state of social relations, and concrete historical 
circumstances. 

The leading role of the Marxist-Lcniaist party in 
the political system of tocialirm. The main distinctive 
feature and simultaneously an objective natural law 
of the socialist political system is that its political guid¬ 
ance is exeri ised by the most important political 
organisation, i.c.. the Marxist-Lcninist party. 

Marxist-Leninist theory and the experience of histo¬ 
ry show conclusively that the working class can carry 
out its historic mission only if led by a strong, well- 
organised party. Only then cun the working people 
cope successfully with the main and most difficult task 
of the socialist revolution—tire task of building. 

Socialism could triumph in the USSR precisely be¬ 
cause there was a strong and well-organised working- 
class party. Lenin wrote that the Communist Party is 
the 'leader, the vanguard of the proletariat, which 
rules directly*, and that the dictatorship of the prole- 

1 V. 1. I min. 'Once Again on dir Trade Unions, th<* 
Current Situation and die Mistakes of Trotsky and ftukha- 
jin’. Collected Works, Vol. A2, Moscow, 1973, p. 9ft: ’Tenth 
Congress of the R.C.P.fB.)’, op. cit., p. 199. 
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lariat would not work except through the communist 
party. The party plays a prominent role during ihc 
struggle for seizing and consolidating power. It owes 
its revolutionary strength to the fact that it is backed 
by a well-developed and tested scientific theory 
and consists of the more aware representatives of 
the proletariat and other working people; it* organ¬ 
isation. founded on democratic centralism, and it* 
methods of work with the masses make the party the 
most effective and best-organised force capable of 
expressing the objective interests of the working dais 
and other working people and furthering the imple¬ 
mentation of these interests. 

The role of the communist party becomes even 
greater during the period of building socialism and 
the period of transition to communism. 

In the course of building socialism, tire party works 
out and consistently carries out a scientific economic 
strategy aimed at attaining fundamental long-term 
goals, the supreme of which is a steady rise in the 
pcopic’s material and cultural levels. The party guides 
cultural and educational work, relying on the 
broad mass of the working people. 

Ever since it emerged, the MnrxUt-Lcuinist party 
luu been devoted to the cause of the working class and 
all toilers. Taking upon itself the duty of serving the 
people, consistently representing and defending the 
working people's real interests, the parly has won the 
trust of the masses and provided the hash for close 
contact with them. With the strengthening and im¬ 
provement of socialist relations, ihc party expands and 
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carries out more and more fully the principle of acting 
for the people, on behalf of the people, and together 
with the people. 

As society gradually becomes more and more solidly 
united and the labouring claves draw together, the 
Marxist-Lminist party becomes firmly established as 
the leading and guiding force of society as a whole. 
This finds expression in the growth of its membership 
and tire enrichment of the means and methods of its 
political, ideological and organising work. During the 
period of building communism as well problem? of im¬ 
mense historic significance arc tackled by the parly 
as the leader and organiser of the building of commu¬ 
nism in die economic, political and cultural areas. 

The Marxist-Leninist party rests and functions on 
the principle of democratic centralism. All leading 
party bodies are elected by a democratic process, ex¬ 
ercise the principle of collective leadership, and must 
regularly report back to the party organisations that 
have elected them; party members may express their 
personal opinions at party forums, criticise, in ac¬ 
cordance with the rules of internal party life, the 
work of any member or branch, and speak against 
those clamping down on criticism, Party deebiom 
passed by a majority of votes arc binding on each 
member, and the decisions passed by the higher party 
hndics are binding on the lower. 

Criticism, self-criticiun, declivity, collective leader¬ 
ship, subordination of lower to higher bodies, and re¬ 
sponsibility for fulfilling the decisions adopted, are 
the principles which provide for inner-party demop* 
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racy and for well-organised and effective party leader¬ 
ship. 

The party, ftt the cardinal leading force of society, 
plays a decisive part in advancing democracy. Vhe 
communist party is the principal exponent of the prin¬ 
ciples of socialist democracy and guarantor of its suc¬ 
cessful advance. It consistently implements democracy 
in carrying out its tadc*. Its own activity is an example 
of democratic approach to social problems. This idea 
is formulated in the GPSU Programme, which under¬ 
lines: ‘Being the vanguard of the people building a 
communist society, the Party must also he in the van 
in the organisation of internal Party life and serve as 
an example and model in developing the. most ad¬ 
vanced forms of public communist self-government. 1 

The party works out a general political line, a pro¬ 
gramme of action, to which state bodies and public 
organisations must conform in their activities. Tt is also 
important that party decisions aie scientifically found¬ 
ed and are based on broad generalisations from 
facts and rigorous study of social relations. Each 
decision is preceded by extensive preparatory work. 
Decisions arc prepared not only by party bodies of 
different lewis. Involved in this work are the state 
and public organisations whose activities arc affect 
ed by the decisions to be made. While making de¬ 
cisions within live limits of their competence and 
exercising the functions vested in them Ivy the Con¬ 
stitution and state laws, state Ixxlics carry out the 


' The Road ft* Cr-'anaMom, p. 561 
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party programme of social development and tulfi. 
the tasks put forward and validated in party docu¬ 
ments. Decisions adopted by party and stale bodies 
often enough arc- concerned with the same or similar 
problems. But these problems are approached and 
treated in different ways. 

The party elucidates and analyst s the political con¬ 
tent of social processes, using for the solution of the 
problems concerned a rich variety of means of politi¬ 
cal organisation. State bodies apply means that have 
to do with a legally exact definition of problems and 
competence. In delimiting the functions of the party 
and state bodies, one must not mechanically draw a 
line between their spheres of action. The party must 
exercise general political guidance in all areas of the 
life of society. The party should not be exclud¬ 
ed, under the guise of division of labour, from giv¬ 
ing guidance in any sphere of social relations. The ne¬ 
cessary demarcation line may be draum in the context 
of party and state functions, methods of administra¬ 
tion, and responsibility. 

Lenin believed that 'it is necessary to delimit much 
more precisely the functions of the Party (and of its 
Central Committee) from those of the Soviet govern¬ 
ment; to increase the responsibility and Independence 
of Soviet officials and of Soviet government institu¬ 
tions, leaving to the Party the general guidance of the 
activities of all stale bodies, without the present, too 
frequent, irregular and often {>etty interference'.’ 

* V. I. Lenin, 'filler to V. M. Molotov for the Plenary 
Meeting of the C.C., R.C.P.(B.) with the Plan of die Politi- 
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l hc party's guidance of different bodies and nrg.mi- 
is exercised through the activities of the Com. 
mumsts u orbing nt them, including the executives rc- 
spon-il, Ic for otgnndng their work. In tliis connection 
the party has always paid great attention to having 
executive job? in state bodies and public organisations 
filled by capable, well-trained party members. The 
party pursues a conscious, methodical cadre policy. 
I he party distributes executive personnel according 
to 1 needs of different sectors of the economy, con¬ 
cerning itself with their initial and further training. 

1 he party wants to see the more capable and trust¬ 
worthy of its members in executive government jobs. 
One of the task? the Marxist-Lcnini.se party sets itself 
is to train executives from among those directly en¬ 
gaged in production and promote them to diverse 
executive bodies. In no other political system are 
there so many executives originating from tire work¬ 
ing class as there art in the socialist countries. That 
is the result of the Marxiit-Leninist parties’ cadre 
policy. In this respect, the party also relies on capable 
persons descended from the peasantry or the intelli¬ 
gentsia. 

Lastly, one must note that in socialist countries 
many executive positions arc filled by non-party peo- 
pic, and where there is a multiparty system, also by 
members of other parties. 

One of the key functions of party leadership of the 


cai Report for the Eleventh Parly Congress’, Collected Works 
Sot. 33, Moscow, 1076. p. 233. 
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activities ol state and public organisations is that of 
control and verification of the execution of decisions. 
Lenin wrote: 'To tut men and verify tihal fun ac» 
tual/y been dove —this, this again, this alone is now 
the main feature of all our activities, of our whole 
policy.’ 1 

In its work to check and verify the execution of 
decisions, the paiiy make.? u*e of information received 
from citizens and simultaneously encourages them to 
pay clove attention to the performance of state bodies. 
A? for its own meml.vrs engaged in stale admin is- 
tration, the parly expects them to carry into practice 
party decisions. Communist:? in e\i c.utive. jobs are ex¬ 
pected to set an example of abiding by the law. Er¬ 
rors committed by some bodies and wrong conduct on 
the pan of individuals are severely criticised. Simul¬ 
taneously, the parly demands that its members should 
not hesitate to criticise themselves and expose short¬ 
comings in their work. 

The political practice of socialism successfully deve¬ 
lops under both a our- and multiparty system. The 
question as to the number of parties in socialist coun¬ 
ting was solved in the course of the struggle for social¬ 
ism. due account being taken of concrete historical 
condition?. The one-party system is an essential fea¬ 
ture of the political organisation of Soviet society. It 
emerged in the distinctive historical circumstances of 
the country’s transition from capitalism to socialism. 

’Vi I I.enin, ‘The International and Domestic Situa¬ 
tion of the Soviet Republic’, Collected Works, Vol, 33, 

p. 226. 
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I vc Great October Socialist Revolution delivered 
a crushing blow to the parlies of the big bourgeoi¬ 
sie. As for the petty-bourgeois parties, they rejected 
die opportunity to cooperate which was open to 
them. By engaging in counter-revolution, iliey lost 
much of their social support, became isolated, 
dwindled assay and finally came to an end, 

The multiparty system that became established in 
some socialist countries was also an expression of tbe 
alliance and cooperation among the different strata 
of the working people led by the working class. Along 
with the Marxist parties, other parties also took part in 
the anti-fascist liberation struggle and accepted and sup¬ 
ported the programme for building socialism. There 
is therefore under socialism no multiparty system 
in the bourgeois sense. The socialist multiparty system 
differ* from live bourgeois multiparty system In that 
relations between the parties have nothing to do with 
political rivalry and power struggles, but are based on 
joint constructive effort, on cooperation in the inter¬ 
est of the working people. In socialist society, each 
party recognises the guiding role of the Marxist party 
and supports die building of socialism. In its turn, Use 
Marxist-Leninist party recognises the independence 
of the other parties. One can judge how democratic 
a political system is not by how many parties Ihere 
are hut by what their social and class nature is. The 
existence of both one-party and the multiparty sys¬ 
tems under socialism is quite justified if they express 
and secure the interests of the masses, the aims of so¬ 
cialism. and national political traditions. The main 


purpose of all parties is to draw the social forces 
represented by them into carrying out the tasks in¬ 
volved in the building of socialism. 

The role of the socialist state in the socialist politi¬ 
cal system. The socialist state is a major element of the 
political system. During the transition from capitalism 
to socialism the state is the main instrument of build¬ 
ing the new society, becoming under developed social- 

( ism lire main guarantee of the building of a commu¬ 
nist society. At the first 'lage, the socialist state is a 
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and at 
the second stage it is a stall* of the whole people. 

The socialist state emerges as the state of the dicta- 
tors/iifi of the proletariat. 

In the first period of its development, the socialist 

( state was a dictatorship with respect to the over¬ 
thrown class enemy. At the same rime, it signified, for 
the first time in history, the most extensive drome - 
racy and self •ntierlion for the labouring majority. The 
dictatorship of the proletariat nn-;»n< the replacement 

I of democracy for the exploiters by socialist democracy 
for tlu; winking people and ushers in the epoch of gen¬ 
uine people's government. It U an important func¬ 
tion of the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
to defend the gains of tile victorious proletarian revo¬ 
lution from attempts at internal l< tidal and Ixxugeois 
restoration and from external bon liter-revolution. 

Along with the suppression of tlic former exploiters, 
from the very start the state ol the dictatorship of the 
proletaiiat had the functions—which increasingly 
moved to the fore with the development of society -of 


IS-26JJ 



m 


SOCI.M ISM AS A SOCIAL SYSTEM 

ik gat thing the economy ami conducting educational 
and cultural work. These functions graphically expo¬ 
sed the democratic essence of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and its correspondence to the interests of 
the working das* and non-proletarian working masses. 
Lenin wrote: ‘The dictatoiship of the proletariat is a 
specific form of class alliance between the proletariat, 
the vanguard uf the working people, and the numer¬ 
ous non-proletarian strata of the working people 
(petty bourgeoisie, small proprietors, the peasantry, 
the intelligentsia, etc.), or the majority of these 
strata.. ,” 1 

This alliance of classes under the leadership of the 
proletariat made up the social foundation of the state 
of the ili: tutorship of the proletariat. One of the major 
tasks of the socialist state is to organise and 
further develop the national economy It tackled this 
task in the course of its organising economic activ¬ 
ities. The him establishment of state ownership of 
the means of production made it j sensible to manage 
the economy on the basis of state economic, social 
.mti cultural development plans. 

In the ionise of building socialism and com¬ 
munism, increasing requirements are made on every 
citizen, on the level ol cadi person's social, cultural 
and intellectual development. The state helps these 
requirements to be met by performing a cultural and 
educational function, The socialist state provides 

1 V. I. I.en ii, l «it> word 0 * the I’ubMthed Speer ?i "Decep¬ 
tion of the People with Slogans of Freedom and Equality* *, 
Collected H'otks, Vol. 29, p.381. 
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equal oppci Utilities for each of its citizens to get an 
education and learn, and furthers in every way the 
development of culture, science and ait. In the area 
of culture and education, the main task of the state 
and public bodies i< to provide more opportunity for 
citizens to develop and apply their creative energies, 
abilities and talents, for the all-round development 
of their personalities. 

Safeguarding the rule of the working people and 
the conquests of socialism, the state of the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat gradually exhausts it% func¬ 
tions. As the economic, technological and social foun¬ 
dations of socialism arc provided, the functions of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat connected with sup¬ 
pressing the resistance of the vestiges of the exploit¬ 
ing classes disappear. The state launches the economic 
and cultural building «»f a developed socialist society. 
In the course of its further development, the state of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat grows over into a 
state of the whole people, li Sov* 1 "" 11 1 the 
first of the socialist countries to have traversed the 
historical path of development from state of the dic¬ 
tatorship of the proletariat to state ol the whole peo¬ 
ple. 

This path is described as follows in the new Soviet 
Constitution; ‘Continuing their creative endeavours, 
the working people of the Soviet L nioo have en¬ 
sured rapid, all-round dcvelojmtenl of the country and 
steady improvement of the socialist system. 1 hey 
have consolidated the alliance of the working class, 
collective-farm peasantry, and people's intelligentsia, 
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and friendship of the nations and nationalities of the 
USSR. Socio-political and ideological unity of Soviet 
society, in which the working class is the leading force, 
lias been achieved. The aims of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat having been fulfilled, the Soviet 
state has become a state of the whole people. The 
leading role of the Communist Party, the. vanguard 
uf all the people, has grown.’ 

The state of the whole people in the Soviet Union 
is an organ of the whole people, which represents and 
expresses die will of the whole people. Nevertheless, 
it docs not lose its class nature, its political char- 
acter, for while certain changes occur in the class 
structure and in class relations, the latter do not 
disappear. The main goals of the state of the whole 
people arc to build the material and technical foun¬ 
dations of communism, perfect socialist social rela¬ 
tions and transform them into communist social rela¬ 
tions, mould the riti/en of communist society, raise 
the people’s living standards .and cultural level, pro¬ 
vide for the country's security, contribute to the con¬ 
solidation of peace and the development of frater¬ 
nal cooperation with socialist countries. Under so¬ 
cialism the state structure expresses the unity of state 
power. The bourgeois principle of the division nf 
government into legislative, executive and legal is 
replaced by the division of administrative work be¬ 
tween different state bodies, according to their .'pe* 
cities and the territorial and administrative division 
of the state. Bodies of government, which form a 
single system, arc subdivided into higher and local. 
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The higher bodies of government arc repri sentativc 
bodies elected by all citizens on the basis of univer¬ 
sal, equal and direct suffrage, by secret ballot. All 
central and local government bodies are subordinate 

to them. . 

Local representative government bodies, elected by 
the population of territorial administrative units, 
directly or through bodies set up by them, supervise 
all branches of state, economic, social and cultural 
development, make decisions and provide for their 
execution, and exercise contiol over the implementa¬ 
tion of decisions. The work of local government bodi¬ 
es graphically demonstrates the highly democratic na¬ 
ture of socialist society, the principle of the masses 
participation in government. Their activities arc base.- 
on collective, free and businesslike discussion ami 
handling of various matters, publicity and account- 
ability, whereby all deputies and administrative and 
executive bodies regularly report back to the voters. 

Local executive bodies are subordinate to local gov¬ 
ernment bodies, whose decisions they mu«t fulfil, (hi 
the whole, however, the local state bodies carry out 
the tasks set bv the central state bodies a* well as 
those of local self-government, relying on the broadest 
mass of the population. 

Role of public (mass) organhattons m the socialist 
political system. Socialist public organisations play a 
great role in coping with important political problems, 
in the area of production, culture, education and in¬ 
struction, in maintaining public order, and m the so¬ 
cial sphere. These organisations elucidate, express, 
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and coordinate the interests of different social groups. 
I lie socialist state guarantees the s|>ecial legal means 
necessary for this activity and for the protection of cit¬ 
izens' interests, granting public organisations con¬ 
sultative rights and the tight to approve government 
decisions and check their execution. 

One characteristic of mass political movements, 
such as the Popular Front, the peace movement, 
women’s associations and friendship societies is that 
they catty on their activities among the broadest mass 
of the people, spreading their influence over the 
entire population or one of its sections. 

The Popular Front movement is typical of the polit¬ 
ical system of some socialist countries. It is u mass 
public political organisation embracing the entire 
population (in particular on a territorial basis as 
well:. It plays a great role in forming and as sitting in 
the work of representative bodies of the stats (elec¬ 
tions), With the development of socialism. Popular 
Front organisations increasingly turn into forums for 
broad discussion* and exchanges of opinion on mgent 
economic, political and cultural matters. 

Popular Front bodies take part in locally organis¬ 
ing social work, carrying out economic, social and 
cultural development plans, and draw working peo¬ 
ple into the building of socialism. The Popular Front 
actively participates in carrying into practice the 
party's social policy, in making citizens politically 
active, and strengthening the social and political 
unity of society. 

Man public organisations (the trade unions, com- 
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inunist youth leagues, cooperative organisations, etc.) 
arc founded on voluntary' membership and are an 
integral part of the socialist political system. lhc> 
participate, in accordance with tire aims laid down in 
their rules, in managing state and public tifuirs, and 
in deciding political, economic, social and cultural 
matters. 

Members of mass public organisation* participate 
in providing material facilities for their organisations 
by paying membership dues; they are united in ter¬ 
ritorial branches which form a system based on the 
principle of democratic centralism. 

Trade unions are the largest mass organisation of 
the working people. Lenin called them a school of com¬ 
munism. Indeed, it is through the trade unions that 
die broad masses of the working people arc involved 
in running the state and the economy, managing 
enterprises and carrying on socialist emulation. Beddcs 
lending support to the cause of building socialism, the 
trade unions perforin their traditional function* 
protecting tht interests of working people and w» rk 
collectives, supporting and organising working people * 
initiatives, participating in the formation and work 
of representative bodies of government. Local trade 
union branches greatly contribute to the development 
and growth of democracy in production . 

The communist youth leagues are voluntary mires 
organisations, whose main tasks are to educate the 
younger generation in the spirit of socialist and com¬ 
munist ideas and prepare it for carrying out the tasks 
invoked in the building of a new society. They also 
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concern themselves with organising political work 
among young people in state bodies and public 
organisations, and look after their interests. 

BeddiM the aforesaid public organisations, many 
others could he mentioned, The role of mors organisa- 
tr>nr in the life of socialist society keeps increasing, 
and they are afforded ever greater rights and op¬ 
portunities of participating in the administration of 
die state, a fact which shows that the interests of 
a., 'octal strata ami groups of population are more 
tu'.'.y taken into account in the activities of the 
state. 

All-round cooperation between socialist countries. 
The political systems of socialist countries have a 
uniform socio-class essence, serving the common 
goals nf building socialism and communism, To 
achieve these goals, political forms and institutions 
are established and developed which are similar to 
each other and simultaneously distinctive. The so- 
cialivt countries, united by the community of their 
social system and devotion to the cause of peace, 
socialism and democracy, voluntarily develop all¬ 
round cooperation on the basis of the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism and international solidarity. 
Wherever it exists and grows, the socialist system 
gives strength and harmony to social relationships 
not only within society but also between individual 
countries building socialism and communism. Tn 
present Conditions, there is a grossing unity among 
them, Ixiscd on the common objective features of 
socialist development and the theory of Marxism- 


Leninism which is their guide in everything. A type 
of political system, uniform in its socio-class essence, 
and a uniform type of socialist democracy have be¬ 
come firmly established in the socialist countries. 
This uniformity dues not exclude a variety of actual 
forms of political life or a specific structure and 
operation of many political institutions and instru¬ 
ments of democracy. 

The activity of the Marxist-Leninist parlies, 
linked by relations of friendship and close coopera¬ 
tion, is an important factor iu strengthening the 
political unity of the socialist countries. 

Today, the tic» between the fraternal parties,' 
tlw Report of the CC Cl’SU to the 25th Congress 
points out, ‘present an impressive picture of deep, 
varied and systematic contacts between thousands 
upon thousands of lighters for the common cause, 
builders of socialism and communism—from Party 
leaders to officials of local Party committees and 
Party brandies at factories and collective farms. 
These tics ensure a valuable exchange of experience, 
help us to advance with greater confidence, and add 
to our common strength." The unity and cohesion 
of the socialist community countries is a powerful 
source from which socialism draws its vitality and 
strength and which accounts for its superiority over 
the capitalist social system. 

Study of the political systems of the socialist 


* Dck urnents and Hesolutions. XX]'tK Congress ct Inc 
Ct’SU, p. 11. 
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countries reveal* tlie immense variety ami distinctive¬ 
ness of the forms of state and social democracy, for 
example, bodies of the Popular Front type, and 
activities conducted by non-workers* parties in the 
European People’s Democracies; extensive contact 
with the masses, organising work among them con¬ 
ducted by state bodies in the Soviet Union; collec¬ 
tive leadership of some ministries in Bulgaria; 
nomination of two or more candidates in the elec¬ 
tion of deputies and other elements of the electoral 
system in Hungary, and so on. 

The international activities of the socialist coun¬ 
tries in the area of their mutual relations arc found¬ 
ed on the principles of socialist internationalism. 
The socialist countries assist one another in econom¬ 
ic and cultural development, consolidating their al¬ 
liance' and jointly defending the gains of socialism 
ond communism. They conclude bilateral and 
multilateral economic and cultural agreements ond 
cam’ out intensive economic integration under the 
Comprehensive Programme of the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assist mcc. The Warsaw I'reaty 
is a defensive alliance of a new type, which guaran¬ 
tees peace and security to the socialist community 
nations. 

Tlie socialist countries consistently come out for 
solving outstanding problems hv peaceful means 
through discussion and negotiation, and for ensuring 
m>i i ll progress and peace on an international scale. 


2. The Democratic Character 
of the Socialist System 

Ciintiuiv to tlie narrow, formal conception of de¬ 
mocracy in bourgeois society, the founders of Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism revealed the real clas< content of de¬ 
mocracy where it serves to implement the class rule 
of the exploiters. Soon after the victorious socialist 
revolution, I>*nin, subjecting to scathing criticism 
the notions of ‘pure', above-class democracy, wrote: 
‘This non-class or above-class presentation, which 
supposedly b popular, is an outright travesty of the 
basic tenet c*( socialism ... in no civilised capitalist 
country docs “demon icy in general'' exist; ail that 
exists is bourgeois democracy, and it is not a ques¬ 
tion of “dictatorship in general", but of the die tutor¬ 
ship of the oppressed class, i.e., the proletariat, over 
iu oppressors and exploiters, i.e., the Ijomgeoisie, 
in order to overcome the resistance offered by the 
exploiters in their fight to maintain thcii domina¬ 
tion.* 1 

When Marxists speak of democracy, they ask 
themselves in the first place: What kind of democ¬ 
racy? Democracy for which class? This approach 
is methodologically still the most effective hi fighting 
bourgeois ideology. Lenin’s criticism of 'pure', 
above-class democracy is 'till fully relevant and is 
used by Communists to expose bourgeois propaganda 

V. I. l.etnn. ‘First Coi res} of the Communist Interna- 
tiunar, Collected H orks, Vol. 2fl, p. 457. 
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which idealise} democracy in capitalist society. The 
problems of democracy must be viewed in the context 
of class domination and rule and also from the stand¬ 
point of the establishment and defence of the dicta¬ 
torship of the proletariat, which is achieved by the 
socialist revolution. 

From the very beginning socialism in theory and 
practice treated the content and formr of democracy 
i»t their dialectical unity. In his The Stall and Revo¬ 
lution, Lenin emphasised the significance of perfect¬ 
ing democratic forms corresponding to socialist class 
content. lie wrote: ’To develop democracy to the 
utmost, to find the furrm for this development, tn 
test them by practice, and so forth—all this is one of 
the component tasks of the struggle for the social rev¬ 
olution. Taken srp.i randy, no kind of democracy 
will bring socialism. But in actual life democracy will 
never lx; “taken separately"; it will be “taken togeth¬ 
er" with other things, it will exert its influence on 
economic life as well, will stimulate its transforma¬ 
tion; and in its turn it will I* influenced by econom¬ 
ic development, and so on. This is the dialectics of 
living history.’ 1 

Constantly extending in the course of building so¬ 
cialism and communism is the class essence of social¬ 
ist democracy, which opens great prospects for the 
further growth and the emergence of new forms of 
democracy, better performance by democratic insti¬ 
tutions, and the further development of principles 
and standards of organisation. 

* Ibid., Vot. 25, pp. 452-53. 
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The concepts of socialism and democracy arc insep¬ 
arable. L. I. Brezhnev dwelt on this in his Report 
to the 25th CPSL Congress: ‘Today, wc know not 
only from theory but also from long years of practice 
that genuine democracy L impossible without social¬ 
ism, and that socialism is impossible without a steady 
development of democracy. We see the improvement 
of our socialist democracy as consisting alx>ve ah in 
a steady effort to ensure ever fuller participation by 
the svorking people in running all the affairs of so¬ 
ciety. in further developing the democratic princi¬ 
ple* of one state system, and in creating the conditions 
for the all-round flourishing of the individual. 'This 
is the direction in which the Party has worked and 
will continue to work in the future ’ l 

Socialism has called forth new and higher forms 
of democracy and is applying them successfully. In 
socialist society, democracy has become the principle 
which underlies the operation of .ill elements of the 
political system. But in its influence democracy has 
transcended the area of state affairs; it extends to 
socio-economic relations, culture, and people’s eve¬ 
ryday life. Democracy has become an indelible fea¬ 
ture of socialism, an intrinsic expression of the so¬ 
cialist mode of life. 

The constant development nf socialist democracy 
is a key requirement set down in the communist pat¬ 
ty programme and a major task for a socialist slate. 


1 Documents and Resolutions. XXVth Congress of the 
CPSU, p. 103. 
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Iii a comparatively short |>criod of lustoiy, llic so* 
cialist countries haw ai hievnl remark able results in 
advancing socialist democracy. The growing strength 
o- the socialist community is a major guarantee of 
the peaceful coexistence of nation* ami a inajn: 
means of preventing armed conflicts and war. Today, 
there are greater opportunities and new prospects 
for the development of socialist demounty. 

Broad participation of the masses in administer¬ 
ing the state and running public affair*, i* ;t major 
requiienumt of socialist democracy. Lenin’s ideas on 
drawing the masses into running society and the state 
arc Ijcing translated into practice in socialist society. 
Socialist piactice is the leal embodiment of Li nin'* 
demand for ‘systematically drawing an ever greater 
miniher of citizens, and subsequently end, and •very 
citizen, into direct and daily performance of their 
di.m; of the Iruidens of administering the state’. Soci¬ 
alism sets out to bring into being mass demociucy and 
collective management of society and the state. 

In this age, with si iewu and technology moving 
ahead at an ever faster rate, the relation of democ¬ 
racy and professionalism in government i* becoming 
an acute problem. Socialism naturally advocates the 
greatest possible involvement of the ntasv-s in gov¬ 
ernment, proceeding from the assumption that in 
principle every man and woman lias the right to and 


1 V. I ler.in, 'Extraoid.naiy Seventh Cotmresi of the 
R.CP.iB.)', Collected It 'orki, VoJ. 27, Moser.v. 1965, p. 
1M. 
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must take part in dealing with the affairs of the slate 
and society. That is the gi*t of the Marxist-Lenini- 
isl conception of democracy. The truth of this Marx- 
ist-Lcninist position is. however, called into doubt by 
certain technocratically-minded bourgeois theorists. 

In a technologically advanced society, they argue, 
it is better foi important decisions to lx made l>y a 
small group of qualified experts; it is unnecessary 
and impossible to involve the masses in politics. One 
may wonder for whom it is preferable to curtail de¬ 
mocracy. hailing thousands and millions of men and 
women from active public life. It may be preferable 
for the profit-greedy, for those who seek to increase 
monopoly influence and power, and other such inter¬ 
ests that exist in capitalist society. These are anti- 
popular interests, which have no use for democracy, 
even bourgeois democracy. Small wonder that 
technocratic attacks on democracy should now find 
favour with big business. 

A different way of t ickling the problem of democ¬ 
racy ami professionalism ill government is indicated 
by socialist practice. The technological revolution is 
causing the volume and specialisation of managerial 
activity to increase. There are more things to man¬ 
age, in more specialised ways. Professional forms of 
administration must he extensively developed 
within the framework of socialist democracy. In 
dealing with the problem of professionalism and the 
m«v*wV participation in government, socialism is 
immeasurably superior to the capitalist system. So¬ 
cialist society, in which the principle of tlic masses' 
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participation in government is broadly applied, does 
everything to extend the democratic substance of 
professional government. There i< no contradiction 
here, as under socialism everything is done in the 
interest of the mattes, in the interest of man, All 
that society produces is done for the sake of man. 
That is why enlisting every working person in man¬ 
agement and giving them the opportunity to display 
their talents and show what they tan do is so impor¬ 
tant to the success of the cause bequeathed to us by 
the great Lenin. 

Socialist democracy starts from the premise that 
every citizen’s right to participate in decision-mak¬ 
ing cannot be made dependent on his property 'ta¬ 
lus, political experience or cultural refinement. To 
deny one this right on the grounds that he has had 
no administrative experience or lacks suffu ifcnt edu¬ 
cation. as some writers on democracy do in the West, 
is inhuman ami impermissible. 

Nevertheless, the actual opportunities for citizens’ 
involvement directly depend on the state of the econ¬ 
omy, i ultiire ami education. To make men active 
builders of their life, knowing how to operate the 
political control lever' of society, the Party, state, 
and society as a whole must exert a long, systematic 
educational effort. The educational possibilities of 
socialist democracy are realised above all through 
citizens’ extensive involvement in administration. 
First-hand politic il experience and knowledge arc 
acquired by citizens as they take an immediate part 
in state bodies, public organisations, and various 
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kinds of social work. Lenin set great store by the po¬ 
litical experience of the masses and knowledge ac¬ 
quired not from bonks and lectures but in the course 
of practical activities, along with administrative 
skills. 

but ideological means are not all that is needed. 
Under developed socialism, the working people have 
a greater role to play in making and carrying out gov¬ 
ernment decision!. Citizens contribute more to con¬ 
crete decision-making. In the course of social regula¬ 
tion, it becomes necessary to poll opinions, bold con¬ 
sultations and obtain expert opinion. Collective forms 
of work are extensively used, along with one-man 
management, and imply the individual responsibility 
of everyone taking part in the decision-making. Con¬ 
sequently, not only docs socialism recognise citizens' 
light to take part in public affairs, but it also enables 
them in the process of government to gain political 
experience and become skilled in applying it in con¬ 
crete circumstances. 

I Citizens* participation in administering the socialist 
state is also ensured by the democratic character of 
civil service, by equal access to all offices, including 
executive posts, in the machinery of state It is impor¬ 
tant in this respect to approach officials, as Lenin 
demanded, *a) from the standpoint of honesty, b) 
from the political standpoint, c) business qualifica¬ 
tions, d) executive capacity*. 1 Paramount importance 


1 V. 1. Lenin, ‘Telegram to N. M Knlpovich’, Collected 
Work, Vd. 45, Moscow, 1976. p. 243. 


i 







210 


SOCIALISM AS A SOCIAL SYSTF.M 


is attached to having all sectors of party, government, 
economic, cultural, educational, and social work man¬ 
aged by politically mature, competent and able or¬ 
ganisers. The complicated tasks that emerge in the 
course of building socialism and communism require 
executive personnel to have a complete mastery of 
modern management methods, to have a sense of the 
new, to take a long-term view of things to find effi¬ 
cient ways of dealing with problems and to make use 
of the experience and knowledge of others, ‘The mod¬ 
em leader,' said L. I. Brezhnev, must organically 
combine within himself the party approach and well- 
grounded competence, a sense of high discipline and 
initiative, and a creative approach to his work. At die 
same tune, in every sector the leader must take ac¬ 
count of the socio-political and educational aspects, 
be sensitive to the needs and requirements of people, 
and set an example in work and in everyday life.’ 1 
One important principle underlying the selection and 
placement of executive personnel in state bodies and 
public organisations. i\ that these cadres are constantly 
renewed, while at the same time the continuity of 
leadership is preserved. Great importance is also at¬ 
tached to maintaining a proper balance between old 
and young officials. As for the selection, placement 
and training of personnel, these arc regulated by a 
number of democratic institutions, such as competi¬ 
tion for executive jobs, regular proficiency check-tips, 
further training programmes, and so on. 

’ Docutntnls and H*tctulu>»r, XXVth Contras of Iht 
Ct>SU, p. 85. 
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On die strength of the experience gained in build¬ 
ing the socialist state system, toniu repeatedly 
sin-tsed that enlisting the masses on an ever larger 
scale in the administration of society and the state did 
not dispense with the need for establishing a rigorous 
system of personal responsibility and executive disci¬ 
pline. He wrote: \. .on the one hand, discussions and 
the airing of questions at public meetings, and, on 
the other hand, the establishment of strictest respon¬ 
sibility for executive functions and absolutely business¬ 
like, disciplined, voluntary fulfilment of the assign¬ 
ments and decrees necessary fot tire economic mechan¬ 
ism to function really like clockwork. ' Collective bod¬ 
ies exercise constant supervision over the executive 
performance of their personnel (accountability, su- 
peivmon and control, different kinds of liability, etc.}. 
Execution of decisions by organisations and individ¬ 
uals is also ensured through the efforts of official and 
social control bodies. These include, in the first place, 
the ry:ltm of people's control in the socialist coun¬ 
tries. People's control bodies draw into their activities 
the broad mass of the working people. Members of 
people's control committees and peoples inspectors 
carry out a wide range of duties, checking on state 
and social bodies from the standpoint of the interests 
of the people as a whole. 

In the exercise of control, an important role bel¬ 
ongs to citizens’ activity, awareness and responsibility 

1 V. 1. Let li it, ‘Oris'inai Version of live Article “The Im¬ 
mediate Tasks of die Soviet Government” CoUtcted Worki, 
Vol. 27, Moscow, 1&6 j. p. 211. 

14* 



212 SOCIALISM AS A SOCIAL SYSTEM 

for the affairs of society and the state. Every citizen 
who comes into con i.u t in daily life with various Ixxl- 
ies, organisations and officials may send in nppliea' 
tions and make Suggestions for the improvement of 
their work and elimination of shortcomings, Officials 
must examine citizens' proposals and applications, 
reply to them and take the necessary measures within 
the time-limit established by the law. Persecution for 
criticism is prohibited. The legal rules effective in 
socialist countries protect the interests of such citizens, 
contain the necessary legal guarantee*, and provide 
for a speedy and unbiased examination of their 
proposals. 

The various mass media (the press, radio and tele¬ 
vision) must raise the effectiveness of public control 
over the executive system. By subjecting to public 
judgement questions alxmt shortcomings and propos¬ 
als for their elimination (as letter departments and 
appropriate departments of the radio and television 
service do), the mass media help social problems to 
he dealt with correctly and in good time. Much at¬ 
tention is paid in the socialist countries to the study 
of the role and to further development of the mats 
media. 

Socialist society provides every opportunity for ex¬ 
tensive involvement of the working people in state 
and social administration. In every socialist commu¬ 
nity country an effective system of education has been 
set up. which is characterised by free tuition, univer¬ 
sal compulsory primary or secondary education of 
youth, broad development of vocational, specialised 
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secondary and higher education, a ramified system of 
vocational guidance and provision of opportunities 
for self-education. Socialist society has given full scoj>c 
to the growth of the cultural level of the masses, 
which extends the possibilities for the development 
of socialist democracy. 

The development of demon .icy is aimed at raising 
the material well-being of society. 

One important material condition for making de¬ 
mocracy real is ivorking peoples free lime, In the so¬ 
cialist countries, measures have been carried out as¬ 
sociated with the introduction of a five-day working 
week, longer leaves, and so on. In most of the socialist 
countries, men may retire at 60 and women at 55, 
while some categories of workers may retire much 
earlier than that. Retired workers who are not yet old 
take an active part in social life, doing much work in 
mass organisations. 

Great attention is attached by the party to keeping 
the working people politically informed about the 
activities of government, administrative and economic 
management bodies. Well-organised political infor¬ 
mation work provides the basis for involving the work¬ 
ing people in government. 

The socialist system of information is not confined 
merely to bringing certain facts and events to citizens’ 
notice, but the explanation of different aspects and 
phenomena ami of their social significance, and an 
analysis of ihc substance and appearance of facts. ThU 
rules out the spreading of unfounded rumours and 
manipulation of public opinion. 
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The development of socialist democracy also implies 
a growth in the influence of public opinion, which 
is increasingly being studied and applied by state anti 
public organisations in their practical work. In this 
area, too. socialist countries are looking for new 
forms. The idea is to improve the methods of shaping 
public opinion under socialism and to enhance the 
guarantee; of free expression by citizen* of their opin¬ 
ion on matters of social and national significance. 

What takes place under socialism is the drawing 
together of the state and public forms of democracy, 
which have the same purpose, viz., to involve all cit¬ 
izens in government and develop their political in¬ 
dependence. In a historical perspective, this process 
will lead to the withering away of the state and de¬ 
velopment of communist public self-government. In 
tire present period of development of socialist society, 
however, the state is called upon to deal with the 
important and necessary tasks of government. Atten¬ 
tion must therefore be paid mainly to developing the 
state forms of democracy jointly with those of public 
government. 

Representative and direct democracy under social¬ 
ism. Under socialism the people is vested with ab<*>- 
lute power. At every stage of its development, the so¬ 
cialist state expresses the interests of the mass of the 
working iveople, rallying out the people’s will through 
a system of representative bodies of government. 

The emergence of forms of representative and di- 
rei i democracy depends on the nature uf the work¬ 
ing people's participation in government and the po- 
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litical life of society and the state. In the course of 
state development, there has arisen a new, socialist 
organisation of political representation, which pro¬ 
vide; for the implementation of the tasks of socialist 

and communist construction. It is the system of So¬ 
viets of People’s Deputies which form the political 
groundwork of the state in the USSR; Councils in 
Hungary; People's Council* in Bulgaria; People’s Re¬ 
presentative Bodies in the GDR; National Commit¬ 
tee; in Czechoslovakia, and so on. Representative 
bodies of government deal with all principal matters 
of state, economic, social and cultural development, 
and make decision* taking into account the expe¬ 
rience of the masses and reflecting as much as pos¬ 
sible the working people’s initiatives. The party at¬ 
taches tremendous importance to further improving 
the entire system of popular representation and to 
raising the role of its bodies in every area. Simulta¬ 
neously, the scope of direct democracy is being steadi¬ 
ly increased. 

Direct democracy allows citizens to lake part person¬ 
ally in the framing, adoption and carrying out of 
decisions of significance to the state and society through 
a direct expression of will by persons concerned. 
Such forms of democracy are successfully applied in 
small social group* (c.g., a production team, work¬ 
shop house, street, and village meeting), ic., wher¬ 
ever it is possible for every man and woman to take 
an immediate part in tackling problems of common 
concern. 

The communist and workers’ parlies in the social- 
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ist countries spare no effort? to make the socialist 
representative system function in the most democrat¬ 
ic way possible. 

People's representative bodies arc formed on bixvtd 
democratic principles, through democrat" elections. 
Tl»c constitutions and laws of the socialist countries 
ensure citizens the right to elect and be elected. Un¬ 
der the new Soviet Constitution, adopted in October 
1977, citizens may be elected to Soviets from the age 
of 18, and to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, from 
the age of 21. All voter* take part in elections on an 
equal footing, each citizen having one vote, without 
any formal restriction? or qualifications. 

Much attention is paid to the organisation of elec¬ 
tions, so as to enable all citizens to take an active part 
in forming representative bodies and exercising con¬ 
trol over their activities. 

Elections arc held on tire basis of cooperation be¬ 
tween the communist party and other parties, mass 
organisttions and broad sections of the working peo¬ 
ple, in accordance with a jointly elaborated election 
programme. Such programme* take into account the 
results of election meetings and conferences, and ex¬ 
press the aims and interests of society as a whole. 
Election programmes are broadly supported by the 
working people, which accounts for more voters turn¬ 
ing out at the pools and being more interested in 
tlie implementation of the proposed objective? than i« 
the ease in the capitalist countries. 

The socialist representative system expresses both 
the interests of society as a whole and local interests. 


A deputy U directly in touch with his co)\Slituents. 
This contact is Constantly enhanced, owing to the 
fact that in many socialist countries candidates are 
nominated individually, not by lists, and that the ac¬ 
tivities of elected deputies are legally regulated under 
laws on the status of deputies. Each candidate is thor¬ 
oughly discussed at election meetings. In some social¬ 
ist countries, candidates may he nominated at consti¬ 
tuents’ meetings. An important part in the organisa¬ 
tion and preparation of elections U played by different 
mass political organisations of the working people. 
Thcy have the right to freely and comprehensively 
discuss candidates' political and personal qualities and 
competence, and to campaign for them at meetings, 
in the pres?, and on television and radio. 1 he elected 
budics of state authority closely reflect the actual so¬ 
cial pattern of society. In the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR, for instance, 51.1 per cent of tin: deputies are 
industrial workers and collective farmers. Workers 
ami peasants account for 44.6 and 13.6 per cent re¬ 
spectively of the deputies elected in 1975 to the Na¬ 
tional Assembly of Hungary; and the People's Great 
Hural of the Mongolian People's Republic consists 
of 27.7 per cent of workers and 29.3 per cent of mem¬ 
bers of agricultural associations. Ihcre arc 235 woik- 
ers and peasants among the 500 deputies to the 
People’s Chamber of the GDR. Representatives of 
these friendly classes make up a majority in local gov¬ 
ernment as well. 

Under the election laws in some socialist countries, 
not one but several candidates can he nominated in 
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a constituency, and in some cases indirect elections 
may lie held, as in the Hungarian People's Republic. 

The law* of the socialist countries amply provide 
for constant and dost contact between voters and 
deputies. Deputies report back to the constituents, the 
latter give them mandates, constant contact is main¬ 
tained and meetings are held between deputies and 
voters, deputies’ groups exist, the. relations between 
deputies and voters are legally regulated, and rules 
of recall arc provided. 

In the USSR, relations between deputies and voters 
and the status of a deputy arc regulated under the 
Law on the Status of Deputies (1972). As plenipo¬ 
tentiary representatives of the people in the Soviets, 
deputies are invested with a wide range of powers 
necessary to the exercise of state authority. The sta¬ 
tus of a deputy is dcteimined on the basis of the fol¬ 
lowing principles: 

1) the further enhancement of the prestige of dep¬ 
uties as plenipotentiary representatives of the people 
in the Soviets; 

2) the combining of the deputy's governmental 
activity with his regular work in production and other 
fields; ' 

3) enhancement uf contact between a deputy and 
hi< constituents, and of Iris accountability and respon¬ 
sibility to them; 

4) provision by the state of conditions for the ex¬ 
ercise of a deputy's powers; 

5) intensification of deputies' activities in constit¬ 
uencies; 


6) enhancement of the basic guarantees of depu¬ 
ties’ activities; 

7) immunity of deputies to Supreme Soviets and 
local Soviets. 

Socialist law stresses that it is the duty of deputies 
to dedicate themselves to the cause of building social¬ 
ism and communism. 

The Law on the. Status of Deputies in the USSR 
and relevant legal rules in other socialist countries 
serve the principal aims of democracy, proceeding 
from the premise that a deputy should be increasingly 
dependent on his constituents, but that at the same 
time deputies' influence in every area of government 
should increase. That is why deputies are assisted in 
every way by state and public bodies. 

Elections in socialist countries are a remarkable dem¬ 
onstration of citizens’ political activity. At election 
meetings, they not only exchange opinions and ideas 
about the candidate concerned, but discuss social 
problems, local needs, and the problems of the econ- 
omic, social and cultural development of the coun¬ 
try as a whole. They make numerous valuable sugges¬ 
tions, which must be examined by official bodies with¬ 
in the time limits fixed by the law. Newly elected 
representative bodies often include problems raised 
at meetings of voters in their programmes and plans 
of work. 

Socialist representative I todies are an expression of 
the people’* sovereignty. They arc genuine Ixnlics of 
people's power. All other state IkkIIcs are account¬ 
able to them and arc under their control. Apart from 
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iiuiking laws, the people’s representative bodies, be¬ 
ing in constant contact with their constituents, also 
take part in the execution of their decisions, mainly 
l»y directing the executive branch and by exercising 
control over executive activities. 

Much attention is paid in the USSR tn extending 
such democratic principles underlying the Soviets' 
work as: a) regular reporting back by Soviets and 
their deputies to constituents, and the right of the lat¬ 
ter to recall deputies who fail to justify their confi¬ 
dence; b} publicity, free and all-round discussion at 
Soviet sessions of all major matters of state economic 
and cultural development; c) regular accountability 
by all-levels of executive government bodies at Soviet 
sessions; d) checking of the performance of these bod¬ 
ies and exercise of control over their activities; 
c) systematic discussion by Soviets of questions 
raised by deputies; and f) criticism of shortcomings 
in the work of government, economic and other organ¬ 
isations. 

There have emerged varied forms of direct involve¬ 
ment of the masses in the work of representative 
bodies of state authority, such as citizens’ participation 
in standing commissions, non-staff departments of 
executive committees, public committees, ami so on. 
In 1977, the local Soviets in the USSR had 330,270 
standing commissions, comprising 1.790,780 deputies. 
The Soviet-sponsored bodies comprise almost 30 mil¬ 
lion active members. Practically one in six or seven 
Soviet citizens is drawn into the work of the Soviets, 
'lire local Ptople’s Representative Bodies in the GDR 
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have 51,763 commissions, enlisting the participation of 
358,189 deputies and activists. In Bulgaria, 53,817 
men and women take pait in the standing commis¬ 
sions of the People's Councils. 

In accordance with established principles, func¬ 
tioning along with the representative bodies is 
a system of state bodies which concern themselves 
with organising executive and administrative work 
in specific fields or territorial units. State bodies— 
within their fields of competence, immediately or 
mediately—are subordinate, through the central 
bodies of their system, to the people's representa¬ 
tive bodies. 

A number of important measures aimed at improv¬ 
ing the functioning of representative bodies and 
promoting the development of representative democ¬ 
racy have been effected in the socialist countries in 
recent years. Legislation is being improved. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union initial¬ 
ed a scries of measures to improve the work of 
village, district, and town and city Soviets, enhance 
their control over the executive and administrative 
hcdii-s, an<l ensure closer coordination in the work 
of all enterprises and institutions in their territory, 
iri espectivc of what department they may be subordi¬ 
nate to. The rights of local Soviets have been extend¬ 
ed and clearly defined, their competence increased, 
their material facilities enhanced, and the funds for 
financing the local economy, social and cultural amen¬ 
ities and services increased. 

The activities of representative bodies of power 
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have been essentially reorganised in some socialist coun¬ 
tries. while in Cuba a system of such bodies was set 
up for (he first time. In the 1970s, new laws were 
passed on Councils in Hungary {1971!. local Peoples 
Representative Bodies in the GDR (1973), People’s 
Councils in Bulgaria (1972) and Romania (1976). 
Thanks to measures undertaken on the initiative of 
the communist and workers’ parties in the socialist 
countries, their systems of representative bodies have 
been notably built up and broad prospects of develop¬ 
ment have been opened to them. 

Simultaneously with representative demon .ary, 
forms and institutions of direct democracy are suc¬ 
cessfully developing in the socialist countries. One 
major manifestation of direct democracy arc citizens’ 
election meetings, already referred to above, which 
arc broad forums of constituents nominating candi¬ 
dates and discussing the nominees, and constituents' 
meetings at which deputies report on their work. The 
constitutions and legislation of the socialist countries 
provide foe such institutions of direct democracy— 
which are often realised in practice—as nationwide 
polls (referendums) and nationwide discussions, to 
which major matters of national importance are sub¬ 
jected. The nationwide discussion of the draft Soviet 
Constitution, for example, went on for almost four 
months, involving more than 140 millions citizens 
or over 80 per cent of the adult population of the 
Soviet Union. The thoroughly democratic nature of 
nationwide discussions and referendums is manifested 
in the fact that they make it possible for the working 
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people to state their will direcly when discussing 
decisions intended lo express the interests of the 
people. 

Socialist forms of direct democracy play an im¬ 
portant ro'.e, above all, in framing decisions and jn 
verifying their execution. 

One important form of contact between local gov¬ 
ernment bodies and the population are meetings at 
citizens' places of work and residence. At these 
meetings officials inform citizens about the major 
measures concerning the district and hear their opin¬ 
ions and suggestions on the problems raised. A sys- 
tem of village meetings was formed in the Soviet 
Union and became a major foundation of Soviet rule 
in the countryside. 

In Hungary, documents containing information 
about the work of village councils must I*: submitted 
to village meetings. In Poland, village meetings 
elect elders. Similar institutions (citizens* councils 
or committees) also cxi«t in Czechoslovakia and 
Romania. Among the direct forms of citizens' in¬ 
volvement in social life are also a network of activ¬ 
ists helping local councils, housing committees, the 
voluntary militia, the workers’ militia, people’s control 
commissions, and democratic forums convened at 
places of employment. 

Development of democracy in socialist pioduclion. 
The sphere of production, namely the work collec¬ 
tives, is an exceedingly important sector of the de¬ 
velopment of socialist democracy. Through the work 
collective, a worker becomes a part of the overall 
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system of economic, political and ideological relation¬ 
ships. 

Xcw forms of democracy have arisen which reflect 
die specific features of individual production units of 
socialist society. Thus, we can speak of democracy in 
factories and colleges, of cooperative, collective-farm 
democracy, and so on. 

The forma of democracy that have become estab¬ 
lished in the sphere of production favour the in¬ 
creasingly leading role of the working class and help 
the workers develop a sense of being the masters of 
their own enterprise and a responsible attitude to 
their work. 

The system of democracy in the sphere of produc¬ 
tion is planned to draw workers into running the 
affairs of the production unit of society to which 
they belong. Work collectives afford every opportunity 
for each worker to take a personal part in the discus¬ 
sion and solution of economic problems. Such forms 
of democracy as production meetings, at which fun¬ 
damental questions arc considered, have proved to be 
highly effective. 

One distinctive feature of the current stage of de- 
vclopmcnt of democracy in the sphere of production 
is that it is associated with a numlier of serious prac¬ 
tical measures to raise the economic and legal inde¬ 
pendence of enterprises, extend their rights, and in¬ 
crease their responsibility foT the results of their work. 
These measures arc expected not only to yield a de¬ 
finite economic effect, hut also to produce a perfect, 
democratic form of running production. 


Democracy in production is conducive to better 
organisation of production activities, effective ful¬ 
filment r ,f the national economic plans, and better 
quality. It is clear that at socialist enterprises, loo, 
production, labour and technological discipline is 
strictly ntaerved, working time is standardised, and 
the piinciplc of one-man management is exercised in 
each economic unit. In the process of production, or¬ 
ganised work plays the decisive rob-, and the democ¬ 
ratic forms ensuing from the workers' role as the mas¬ 
ters of the enterprise are developed! 

Work collectives which take part in running the 
enterprises arc given an opportunity to make decisions 
on various matters relating to the organisation of 
work and everyday life and disposal of the funds 
earmarked for the development of production as well 
;is for the satisfaction of social and cultural needs 
an«l the payment of bonuses. 

Through production meetings and councils of team 
leaders and shop foremen, through the socialist emu¬ 
lation movement and the work conducted by trade 
union bodies and activists, workers arc drawn into 
(rawing decisions concerning production wring to 
their efficient implementation and checking their exe¬ 
cution. At different levels of production meetings, the 
economic objectives to be achieved lyy shops, enter¬ 
prises, etc., are specified- As they put forward propos¬ 
als, make criticisms and undertake obligations, work 
collectives and individual workers promote the forma¬ 
tion of effective methods of dealing with economic 
problems. Democratic form* of running production 

is-sur 
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arc effective at all levcU and in all parts of the system 
of economic management—in industries, associations 
and enterprises. 

Much is alio being done l»y public organisations 
functioning within the framework of individual work 
collectives. Trade union bodies send their icpresenta- 
tives to directors’ councils and take pait in economic 
decision-making. Apart from that, trade union bodies, 
exercising their broad rights, represent and defend 
workers’ collective and individual interests. "1 he rights 
enjoyed by the trade unions in socialist society may be 
divided into three large groups. 

First, they have the right to express opinion a mi 
display initiative in dealing with all key problems of 
the enterprise, problems concerning the executive per¬ 
sonnel and economic activities. 

Second, in certain cases, mainly questions imme¬ 
diately concerned with workers’ interests, viz., wages, 
bonuses and awards, the consent of trade union com¬ 
mittees is required. 

Third, within their terms of authority the trade 
unions themselves decide on how to expend the en¬ 
terprise’s social and cultural fund to fill the workers’ 
leisure time, organise cultural and athletic activities, 
and so on, In order to satisfy more, fully the workers' 
material, cultural and intellectual requirements and 
ensure the all-round development of the individual, 
social development plans began to be worked out for 
enterprises in the Soviet Union in addition to econom¬ 
ic plans. The main purpose of social planning is to 
combine the advantages of the technological revolu- 
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lion with those of the socialist economic, system and 
to achieve a steady rise in the people’s living stan¬ 
dards. 

Social development plans, which comprise a scien- 
tilic ally founded and materially guaranteed system of 
measures, tic in enterprises’ technical and economic 
indicators with social development targets. In this 
way. favourable conditions ate provided for increasing 
efficiency in production, making labour more opera¬ 
tive, introducing scientific organisation of labour, and 
streamlining the management of production proc¬ 
esses. 

The active and creative participation of the mas¬ 
ses in the preparation and implementation of social 
development plans marks the emergence of a new 
form of socialist democracy. 

In socialist countries, public bodies, trade, unions 
in particular, also enjoy important rights of control, 
r.g , in providing for labour safety, and so on. 

The forms of direct democracy in production ena¬ 
ble the work collectives and public organisations func¬ 
tioning in their context to take part in shaping the 
socialist consciousness and raising the educational 
standards of workers, and forming and building up 
socialist traits in the individual, 

Besides their functions of improving production 
and expressing the workers’ interests, the democratic 
institutions successfully pursue the aims of moulding 
socialist consciousness and promoting the all-round 
development of workers’ personalities. The forms of 
democracy in production facilitate managers’ effec- 
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live exercise of their rights, promoting the formation 
of a type of manager dedicated to wiving the interests 
of society, the people. In this seme, democracy in 
production is a real school of communism for all 
workers. 

At secondary and higher education whools, students, 
through their organisations, can express their opinions 
and make suggestions, argee with or make their own 
decisions (e.g., in the distribution of scholarship 
grants). They have the right to express their point ot 
view on major academic and extracurricular matters 
At universities and colleges, students arc represented 
in the highest administrative bodies, such as univer¬ 
sity and department councils. 

Democracy in cooperative organisations has at¬ 
tained great scope in the socialist countries. 

The extent, forms and methods of cooperative, Col¬ 
lective-farm democracy is basically the same in ail 
blanches—in agricultural cooperatives, collective 
farms, producers* ami consumers' cooperatives. Still, 
the social and economic purposes of some kinds of 
cooperative associations, their level of development, 
and tire extent to which their members arc interested 
in their operations result in different and distinctive 
forms of democracy. 

State agencies may intervene in the affairs of a co¬ 
operative only to the extent and in the ways provided 
for by the law. 

The state legally guarantees cooperative and collec¬ 
tive-farm self-government, its exercise in practice. 'Die 
socialist countries regulate the key activities of these 
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organisations and provide legal guarantees for their 
successful economic and other activities. 

Democracy in cooperatives and at Collective fauns 
consists in the fact that cooperative lioaids and mem¬ 
bers have the right to deal with all problems relating 
to their organisation and operation in the maimer 
provided for by the law, on the basis of collective dis¬ 
cussion and democratic procedure. 

The laws of the socialist countries relating to co¬ 
operatives and collective farms, as well as cooperative 
rules, contain and guarantee rigorous rules as to the 
ways in which cooperative member* may fulfil their 
interests The highest and principal body of manage¬ 
ment of n cooperative, enjoying certain exclusive 
lights, is the general meeting. 

The practice of the socialist cooperative movement 
has proved that the role of general meetings is and 
must Ire increased not merely through extending 
their competence. 

Tin' competence of the general meeting as a direct 
form of democracy must include only the more essen¬ 
tial matters relating to the cooperative's activities as 
a whole. Important functions -are also performed 
by such forms of democracy in cooperatives as 
collective executive bodies, boards, the management 
and different commissions, llic management of a 
cooperative is responsible for the efficiency of its 
economic activities. In view of greater political 
and economic demands made on cooperatives, the 
management plays an increasing role in dealing with 
social and economic problems. 
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The competence of the management extends to 
the internal organisation of labour, determined by the 
requirement and targets of economic activity. The 
right to take decisions on key problems belongs to the 
cooperative's elected bodies. 

The steady development of the system of democrat¬ 
ic institutions in cooperatives and collctive fanns 
helps to harmonise social cooperative and personal 
interests and provides for the dynamic and balanced 
economic functioning of cooperatives and the growth 
of their members' incomes and living standards. 

The basic rights and duties of c it teens. Exercise of 
the socialist rule of laic. The system of citizens' rights, 
freedoms, and duties is one of the graphic indicators 
cf the democracy of the socialist social system, of its 
truly humane nature. Under socialism, citizens enjoy 
a wide range of rights and are guaranteed opportuni¬ 
ties h>r five creative work. Socialist society is tlic 
Inst in human history to make the concept of human 
rights universal as it extends to society as a whole. 
Tin- rising bourgeoisie made citizens’ rights and 
freedoms one of the political slogans under which it 
opposed feudalism. The bourgeoisie was to he made 
'free' and 'equal* in the sphere of economic rela¬ 
tions. The serfs and artisans were to be 'emancipated* 
and made ‘equal’ to enable the capitalists freely to 
buy their labour power Private properly was io he 
proclaimed '.lord and inviolable ns lo provide 
legal guarantees of die freedom of private ownrislup, 
which meant legalised freedom uf capitalist exploi¬ 
tation. 1'he socialist revolution has altered the class 
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meaning of fundamental rights, extended their 
range, and most important of all, made diem real to 
tin: masses. 

Under socialism, the basic rights and freedoms of 
citizens are filled with a new social content. The right 
to exploit other people has been abolished In order 
to enjoy rights, every able-bodied citizen must, above 
all, personally contribute to the creation of national 
wealth. Work is the foundation of life under socialism, 
and human tights in socialist society arc essentially 
thi* rights of a working person. 

In the socialist countries, the basic rights of citi¬ 
zens are enlarged. The greatest significance is at¬ 
tached here to socio-economic, political and individual 
rights. They are indispensable from the standpoint 
of socialist development. 

The legal guarantees of the interests and require* 
tnent* of citizens which ran be satisfied on the basis 
of tin* successful functioning of the socialist economic 
system, collectivist organisation of labour, and the so¬ 
cialist political system arc greatly enlarged. In so¬ 
cialist society, measures arc taken to extend the exis¬ 
ting system of rights, particularly the basic constitu¬ 
tional political and individual rights, the effoits un¬ 
dertaken by the whole of society to improve the 
people's living standards finding their fullest expres¬ 
sion in the further extension of socio-economic rights 
and freedoms. Prm«ely these rights arc a consistent 
and graphic expression of the value of emancipated 
labour in socialist society. In the new Soviet Consti¬ 
tution, die range of citizens' socio-economic rights has 
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been greatly enlarged. Soviet citizens arc guaranteed 
the right to health protection, the right to enjoy cul¬ 
tural benefits, and freedom of scientific, technical, and 
artistic work. 

Besides establishing the rights and freedoms of ci- 
likens, lire Constitutions of the socialist countries pro¬ 
vide guarantees to enable their actual exercise lay all 
working people. The socialist system ensures the ex¬ 
tension of the rights and freedoms of citizens and a 
steady improvement of their living standards as so¬ 
cial, economic, arid cultural development program¬ 
mes are fulfilled. 

The Socialist countries guarantee the rights and 
freedoms provided by law to <i/f citizens of other 
countries residing on their territory, including the 
protection of their personal property, family, and 
other rights. 

The socialist constitutions establish the principle of 
uniformity of the rights and duties of citizens. Exer¬ 
cise of their rights and freedoms by citizens i- insepa¬ 
rable from the performance of their duties and obli¬ 
gations. 

It is the duty of the socialist state to ensure the 
maintenance of law and order and protect the inte¬ 
rests of society and the rights of citizens. This duly of 
the stale and its agencies essentially expresses the na¬ 
ture of the socialist social system and the character of 
the legal regulation of social relations under socialism. 

In socialist society, every ritixen enjoys the right 
to work, that is, to guaranteed employment, and pay 
in accordance with the quantity and quality of his 
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work, including die right to choose his trade or pro¬ 
fession, type of job and work in accordance with his 
inclinations, abilities, training and education, with due 
account of the needs of society. There is no unemploy¬ 
ment in the socialist countries. The state provides 
jobs for all able-bodied citizens. 

Tiie demand for labour in the economy keeps in¬ 
creasing. huge building projects arc launched, new 
plants and factories are commissioned, the network of 
scientific research centres and cultural and service es¬ 
tablishments is expanded. The stale sets out to im¬ 
prove working conditions and to reduce, and even¬ 
tually abolish, arduous manual labour through com¬ 
plete mechanisation and automation of production. 

Another major sor.io-economic right—the right to 
>i •>{ and leisure —is ensured by exact regulation of 
working time e g., in the USSR a working week not 
exceeding 41 hours has been r-ttablishcd for workers 
and other employees), the provision of paid annual 
leave?, weekly days of rest, extension of the network 
of cultural, educational and health-building institu¬ 
tions. and the development on a mass scale of spoil, 
physical culture, and camping and tourism State bod¬ 
ies and public organisations, especially the trade 
unions, provide opportunities for wholesome leisure 
for mem’iers of woik collectives, as well as neighbour¬ 
hood recreational facilities. All the conditions are 
provided for rational use of free time. 

Under socialism, man is valued .diovc all thing? 
The state spares no efforts to protect citizens’ health, 
granting them Appropriate rights. Citizens' right to 
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health protection is ensured by qualified medical care 
provided by Mate health institution?; by the develop¬ 
ment and improvement of safety and hygiene in in¬ 
dustry; by extending the network of medical and 
health-building establishments; by carrying out pro¬ 
phylactic measures and measures to improve the envi¬ 
ronment; and by developing research to prevent and 
reduce disease and ensure citizens a long and active 
life. 

The prophylactic measures carried out by the state, 
deserve particular mention. Every worker is instructed 
in safety rules which are rigorously enforced, regular 
medical check-ups ate conducted at all places of em¬ 
ployment, there are special guarantees of the labour 
right? of women, teenagers, and so on. 

All those engaged in the economy and their families 
enjoy free medical care (including hospital treat¬ 
ment). Worker? am paid sickness benefits and many 
oilier kinds of benefits (maternity Itenefits, etc.). 

The funds from which these needs are met arc 
formed mostly of payments contributed by industrial 
and other establishments. 

In socialist countries, citizens broadly avail them¬ 
selves of tfu right to maintenance in old age, in 
s iehness, and in tin event of complete or partial dis¬ 
ability or lots of the breadwinner. 

This right is guaranteed by the social insurance of 
workers and other employers; by the provision of re¬ 
tirement pensions, disability |reunions, and pensions in 
the event of loss of tht breadwinner and allowances 
for temporary disability; employment for the partially 
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disabled; and care for the elderly and the disabled 
who have no relatives to look after them. 

Citizens also enjoy other kinds of social insurance, 
such as diverse privileges, which are increasing in 
number and scope. So, for instance, family allowan¬ 
ces have been introduced; large families are the first 
to be given new housing. There arc special kinds of 
social security for mothers of young children. In Hun¬ 
gary. Czechoslovakia and other socialist countries, a 
mother may stay away from her job to look after her 
child until it b three years old, receiving a monthly 
allowance front the stale. 

The Soviet Union is the first country in the world 
to proclaim citizens' right to housing, which is ensured 
ever more fully by the development and mainte¬ 
nance of state and socially-owned housing and by gov¬ 
ernment assistance in cooperative and individu.il 
house building. Homes are being produced on a 
steadily larger scale. In 1936, 14.9 million square 
metres of floor space were built in the USSR, and in 
1077, more than 110 million. Rents in the USSR are 
low (the highest is 11 kopeks per square metre of 
Hoar space) and stable; they have not essentially 
changed since 1928. 

The socialist countries guarantee their citizen* the 
right to education. This right is of a much widei 
range than in bourgeois society. It is filled with a new 
social content and b ensured by the greatest possible 
development of the system of secondary education and 
of v(<aiion;tl, $|Xm ialised secondary, and higher edu¬ 
cation. With the abolition of the exploiters’ mono- 
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poly of education, tin*, socialist system lias provided 
real opportunities for every citizen to receive an 
education. Primary and secondary education is free, 
and not only a right but a duty. Students pursuing 
a secondary and higher education receive regular 
grants from the state. They are provided with a 
number of other services, such as hostels and meals, 
at very low charges. There are diverse cultural and 
educational establishments—libraries, clubs. Houses 
of Culture, and so on—which offer opportunities for 
independent study, i he state extensively promotes 
the development of art and science and the raising 
of the educational and cultural level of the masse« 

A principle which is carried out consistently in so¬ 
cialist soc iety is that of live equal l ights of women and 
men. and of all citizens, regardless of their origin, so¬ 
cial or property status, nice or nationality, education, 
language, attitude to religion, type and nature of oc¬ 
cupation. domicile, or other status. 

The equality of women and men is ensured by 
according them equal access to education and voca¬ 
tional and professional training, equal opportunities 
in i moluyment, remuneration and promotion, and in 
social, political and cultural activities, ami l>y special 
labour and health protection measures for women; by 
legal protection, and material and moral support for 
mothers and children, including paid leaves and other 
benefit' for expectant mothers and mothers; am! by 
government assistance to unmarried mother*. 

In die socialist state the church is separated from 
the Slate, and religion iv the private concern of every 


DEVELOPMENT 07 DEMOCRACY 237 

man and woman. Not a single religion is put in a 
privileged position with relation to any other. 

The equality of nations and nationalities finds ex¬ 
pression in different form* of the state structure. Any 
direct or indirect limitation of the rights of citizens or 
establishment of direct or indirect privileges on the 
grounds of race or nationality, and any advocacy ot 
racial or national exclusiveness, hostility oi contempt 
, iio punishable by law. 

With respect to political rights and freedom!, in die 
socialist countries broad guarantees are provided for 
the right of citizens to take part in the management 
and administration of stale and public affairs. Ibis 
right is ensured by the opportunity to vote and to he 
elected to representative bodies of stale author¬ 
ity and to take part in the discussion and draft¬ 
ing of laws of national and local significance, in the 
work of state bodies and cooperative and other public 
organisations, in peoj>le's control over their activities, 
in ihc management of production ami the affairs of 
work collectives, and in meetings at places of resi¬ 
dence. 

In accordance with the 1977 Constitution of the 
USSR, every Soviet citizen lias the right to submit 
proposals to state bodies and public organisations for 
improving their activity, and to criticise shortcomings 
in their work. Citizens have the right to lodge com¬ 
plaints with state bodies and public organisations 
against the actions of official*. Actions by officials that 
contravene the law, exceed their powers or infringe 
upon die lights of citizens, may be appealed against 
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in court in lhe manner prescribed by law. The purpo- 
sc of these constitutional provisions is to supply addi¬ 
tion >1 guarantees of citizens 1 active participation in 
politics, in stale and public affairs. 

The socialist state guarantees citizens freedom of 
speech, of the press, and of ancmbly, meetings, perso¬ 
nal immunity, freedom of conscience, and freedom of 
religion. The political freedoms of citizens are exerci¬ 
sed with substantial material support from the state, 
which guarantees them and simultaneously docs not 
allow litem to he used to the detriment of the rule 
of the working people. With the disappearance of 
the exploiting classes and their vestiges, political free¬ 
doms have an increasing role to play in the operati¬ 
on of the entire political mechanism. This puts to the 
fore the task of further enlarging citizens’ lights and 
freedoms of a political nature, and of enhancing 
their guarantee*. 

The activity of all bodies of die socialist state is re¬ 
gulated exactly, in legal terms. Socialist law determin¬ 
es the place and role (die purposes and competence) 
of individual state bodies, and guarantees protection of 
the rights of citizens. State bodies and individual ci¬ 
tizens must determine their aims and conduct in con¬ 
formity with the requirements of the socialist rule of 
law. Free obietvar.ee of the laws l>y individual citi¬ 
zens and organisations plays an ever greater role in the 
implementation of legal rules in socialist society; this 
naturally does not exclude the existence of means of 
enforcing them by the state 

Socialist law and order and the socialist rule of law 
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ore n tioni chicly linked with each other. Steady 
development of socialist law and order, improvement 
of the work of state bodies, ami enhancement of thcii 
ties with t ili/esn an- indispensable to the exercise of 
socialist legality. 

The fust i:ii|xul;mt area of the exercise of socialist 
legality is legislation. Under socialism, bodies of state 
authority invested with the function of adopting, pub¬ 
lishing, codifying and propagating legal rules strive 
to make them clear and Comprehensible to all citi¬ 
zens. In the socialist countries, a number of collections 
of laws, supplied with commentary, have been pub¬ 
lished. 

The rule of law in the area of the administration of 
law is expressed in the requirement to establish the ob¬ 
jective truth and exclude local or any other external 
influences on the work of the bodies which apply the 
law, such as the courts and the Procurator’s Office. 

The concept of legality in the broad sense implies 
that not only state bodies, but citizens as well, should 
obey and comply with the law and abide by the deci¬ 
sions of slate bodies, adopted in conformity with le¬ 
gal rules. Safeguarding puldic interest*, the bodies of 
the socialist state consistently come out against all 
those who break or defy the law. 

One important guarantee of live maintenance of the 
socialist iulc of law is that the laws in socialist society 
and the activities of different state bodies express the 
common interests of the working people. This opens 
up Inoad prospects for the development of socialist 
law anti order. 
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SOCIALIST HUMANISM. 
MOULDING THE NEW MAN 


Besides changes in the external, objective world, 
the socialist programme of social development also 
determines the direction of change in the subjective 
world, relating to the individual. This programme en¬ 
visages a harmonious combination of social and in¬ 
dividual values. 

Social development programmes in the socialist 
countries take into account all that helps to mould a 
new type of man and is conducive to the all-round 
development of tire individual. 

Socialism implies a fundamental change in the in¬ 
dividual’s position in society. The elimination of class 
antagonisms and of unemployment have resulted in 
the growth of the individual's social security, human 
dignity, and civil stature. 

The Marxist-I.cniniit parties of the socialist coun¬ 
tries set out to ensure that the growth of the material 
well-being of society and the individual is accompa¬ 
nied Ivy citizens' ideological, ethical, and cultural de¬ 
velopment. For this reason, the problem* of ideologi¬ 
cal education occupy a prominent place in the activ¬ 
ity of the Marxist-Leninist parties of all socialist com- 
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iimnity countries. The core of i«lrologic.il education, 
rimed at moulding a man of ;i new t\po. is the as¬ 
similation of Marxist-I-cniiiist theory. 

In socialist society, the idcologic.il and moral qua- 
lilies of the individual arc shaped under the impact 
of the revolutionary changes in the social and state 
systems, on the basis of collectivist class relations, in 
the VL-iy course of the building of social ion and com¬ 
munism. One extremely important facto: in persona¬ 
lity fornuuion in six i disc society i«. the activity not 
only of party organisations, but also of trade unions, 
youth associations! cultural and education il establish¬ 
ments. and voluntary public associations. 

/. Ri al Humonism; Prerequisites a ml Goals 

The problems of man occupy a place of honour in 
Marxism-Leninism. As a scientific, phikx*nphy ami 
revolutionary ideology, comprising a programme and 
methods for (hanging the world, Marxism-Leninism 
layv stress above all on knowledge of the laws and 
tendencies, of society's development. Nevertheless, 
while explaining the workings of social processes and 
the class struggle, and showing the necessity and pos¬ 
sibility of a victorious socialist revolution. Marxwn- 
Leninisin far from circumvents the problem of the 
individual. 1'his approach follows from the humane 
nature of Marxisin-LeninLm and from its connection 
with life and social practice. 

J hc starling point «»:' Marxist analysis is no abstract 
man but man as a concrete individual living in the 
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real world. Marxism approaches man as a social being 
who is formed under definite economic and social 
conditions, with corresponding means of satisfying his 
material, cultural and intellectual requirements. Marx 
wrote: . .man is no abstract being encamped outside 
the world. Man is the world of man, the state, soci¬ 
ety’ 1 and 'the essence of man is no abstraction inher¬ 
ent in each single individual. In it* reality it is the 
ensemble of the social relations'. : 

The socio-political activity of the individual under 
socialism is the basis of the dignity and freedom of 
man. The. more actively he enters into social rela¬ 
tionships, remaking and shaping reality, the more bis 
social essence is revealed. A man's actions, performed 
for a »ocial purpose, arc the key to understanding the 
meaning and value of his individual life. 

Man's practical activity contains the possibility of 
changing the human world, abolishing the still ex¬ 
isting causes of human misery. To the despair and 
hopelessness which pervade ton temporary bourgeois 
doctrines, Marxism-Leninism opposes its own doc¬ 
trines, full of realistic optimism and hope, which 
rests on knowledge of man and his historical des¬ 
tinies. 

This doctrine gives prominence to human action. 


1 Kail Marx. 'Contribution to ihe Critique ot Hegel's 
"Philisophy of Law"', in: Katl Marx, Frederick Engels, 
Collected Workt, Vol. 3, p. 173. 

! K;itI Marx, ‘Theses on Feuerbach', in: Karl Marx, 
Frederick Engels, Collected Ifoth, Vol. 3, Moscow, 1976, 
p. 4. 
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to the significance of ram’s conscious activity. The 
latter particularly refers io the tasks of the socialist 
revolution, which took humanism out of the sphere of 
declarations into the sphere of real social change. 

It would be hard today to name a philosophic 
trend o: a socio-political ideology which emits to cite 
the more or less general ‘humanist principles', defence 
of human rights, the 'ideals of man's emancipation’, 
and jo forth. 

The only exceptions arc some extremely reactionary 
ideologies, especially neo-fascist ones, proclaiming the 
concept of the 'end of humanism', and some ultra- 
left and terrorist trends, which describe humanism as 
a 'sentimental philistine ideology’ and proclaim ‘rev¬ 
olutionary anti-humanism’. 'These trends arc. how- 

I ever, outride the mainstream of current ideological 
discussions on the concept of humanism and the ways 
of realising them. 

It must be said at this point that humanist princip¬ 
les and practical conclusions can lx? presented in dif- 

1 Cerent ways. 

One can mention in this connection the numerous 
interpretations of humanism in the spirit of philistine 
individualism, the apology of individual economic 
enterprise and enrichment at the expense of others, 
social egotism, the ‘unrestricted play of politic d anti 
economic forces’, the anarchic ‘protest’ of the individ¬ 
ual against all norms of social life. To these concep¬ 
tions we oppose .m idea of humanism which combines 
within itself the struggle for man’s emancipation and 
the st mggle for the emancipation of the working class 
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and abolition of exploitation of man by man in every 
shape and form, a humanism which combines within 
itself the ideals of man's emancipation and of the rev¬ 
olutionary class struggle for tin* establishment of such 
socio-economic patterns and forms as provide real 
opportunities for man's all-round development and 
the satisfaction of his material, cultural and intellec¬ 
tual requirements, his unlimited access to education, 
and his participation in public life and the manage¬ 
ment of social processes. 

Simultaneously, what is important i< not only what 
luunaniUiian aims are proclaimed, but also what the 
concrete methods of their implementation are. 

The superiority of socialist humanism stems from 
the fact that it links the emancipation and develop¬ 
ment of the individual with the struggle tor the eli¬ 
mination of diverse forms of human exploitation and 
alienation, as well as with the. establishment of social 
relations which would endow man's labour and so* 
ii.il and political activity with the features of free 
creative work. Socialism provides these conditions by 
transforming the old economic relations. 

The superiority of socials** humanism alwcomuts 
in the fact that it links the spread of culture ami edu¬ 
cation and the growing involvement of tire masses in 
the production of material, cultural and imcllecnnl 
values with the provision of the corresponding mater¬ 
ial facilities indispensable to the attainment of soci¬ 
ety's objectives. Marxism-Leninism transfers its pio- 
gramine of revolutionary ethical, cultural and intellec¬ 
tual changes to the tangible soil ol the social struggle 
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aimed at providing the material conditions necessary 
to its realisation. 

I hi - key feature of socialist humanism i< based on 
the scientific principle* of the Marxist theory of social 
development. Thus, s'x-jalist humanism—as a certain 
ideal of man's emam i pa I ion or as i strategy of the 
cm mcipati. n struggle—has its scientific foundation in 
Marxist-Lcninist theory i< i whole. 

Every historically established society creates differ¬ 
ent objective conditions for the development of the 
individual. Tn antagonistic class societies, these condi¬ 
tions are different for the members of the privileged 
classes and the members of the exploited classes. Marx 
and Engels wrote: 'If the circumstances in which the 
individual lives allow him only the [one-] sided de¬ 
velopment of one quality at the expense of all the 
rest, [if | they give him the material and time 
to develop only that one quality, then this 
individual achieves only a one-sided, crippled devel¬ 
opment. No moral preaching avails here. And the 
manner in which this one pre-eminently favoured 
quality develops depend' again, on the one hand, on 
the material available for its development and, on 
the. other hand, on the degree and manner in which 
the other qualities are suppressed.’ 1 

In Muixism-Leninism, the realisation of the ideal 
of man's emancipation and development and the con- 


* Kiol Marx nn<l Frederick Engels, ‘The German IderJo 
§y\ in: Karl Marx, Frederick Engels. Collected H'otkl, Vol. 
V pp. 202-61. 
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ccption of the life of the human individual ate close¬ 
ly bound up with the struggle to provide the neces¬ 
sary social conditions. The ideal of emancipation it¬ 
self. Marx stressed, appears when the social circum¬ 
stances which make it necessary and the social forces 
which can make it real have already emerged. 

We have noted already that the ideal of socialist 
society is the versatile and harmonious individual, 
vigorously involved in all spheres of public life, and 
simultaneously a responsible and cooperative, member 
of the community. 

To give embodiment to this ideal, it is necessary, 
however, to perform a social revolution that guaran¬ 
tees all working people optimal living conditions and 
gives them access to education and culture, to polit¬ 
ical and intellectual life. The socialist revolution 
makes it possible to create conditions in which man 
can develop more comprehensively and integrally, 
and not one-sidedly, and which make individuals 
more responsible for their actions. 

An individual can finally v-t himself free, from in¬ 
human s<x ial relations not by individual protest or 
by trying to keep aloof, to separate himself from 
society's interests, as is often the casein bourgeois 
society Such freedom is merely illusory, Trying to 
ovcivomr- in one's own mind the ‘false values of this 
world’ is an illusory act divorced from reality, from 
a proper understanding of reality. 

The antagonism between private and ‘general in¬ 
terests’ which purries many bourgeois theoreticians 
is a product of history and, like all products of histo¬ 


S0C1ALIST HUMANISM 247 

ry, is of a passing nature. Essentially, it conceals the 
conflict between the exploiters and the exploited. 

W’hen the product of human labour is estranged 
from the immediate producer, the individual feels 
isolated from society and senses that something, which 
really is the interest of the ruling class, is being op¬ 
posed to his own interest and imposed as the ‘general 
interest of the state’ or society. Communists ‘arc dis¬ 
tinguished precisely by the fact that they alone have 
discovered that throughout history the "general in¬ 
terest" is created by individuals who arc defined an 
" private persons". They know that this contradic¬ 
tion is only a seeming one because one side of it, what 
is called the “general interest”, is constantly being 
produced l>y the other side, private interest, and in 
relation to the latter it is by no means an indepen¬ 
dent force with an independent history—so that this 
contradiction U in practice destroyed and repro¬ 
duced'. 1 

The socialist revolution results in the gradual emer¬ 
gence of real harmony between personality develop¬ 
ment and the development of society, both on the eco¬ 
nomic plane, through cooperation of immediate pro¬ 
ducers on the basis of common ownership, and in the 
social sphere, through tire provision of conditions for 
the active and responsible influence of individuals 
on the life of society. Public control by individuals 
over every area of the life of society i> of essential sig¬ 
nificance *All-round dependence, this primary nat- 


1 Ibid., p. 217. 
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in-il form of the uorld-iiiitorirol co-operation of 
individuals, will lx 1 transformed by this communist 
revolution into the control and conscious master)' of 
these powers, which, born of the action of men on 
one another, have till now overawed and ruled men 
as power* completely alien to them . 11 

Man under socialism is a socially active, conscious 
individual, pos<e‘sing a «rnsc of responsibility for 
the fortunes of the community, capable of intelligently 
estimating the circumstances in which he has to act. 
and entertaining no religious or semi-religious illu- 
sions about hU destiny. 

Tt is essential to the formation of such individuals 
that social conditions should be present under which 
the interests of the development of society do not 
clash with the interests of the development of individ¬ 
uals. and which provide for the development of all 
values and talents for the common good. That is 
why the Marxist conception of a ‘real community* 
implies not egalitarianism but the flowering of the 
individual; not passivity but activity and socialisation 
of individuals; not self-seeking egoism but responsibil¬ 
ity and self-disc ipline. The illusory community in 
which individuals have up till now combined always 
took on an independent exigence in relation to them, 
and since it was the combination of one claw over 
against another, it was at tin* same time for the Op¬ 
pressed dais not only a completely illusory commu¬ 
nity. but a new fetter as well. In the real community 
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the individuals obtain theii freedom in and through 
their association .’ 1 

2. Principle! of Socialist Morality. 

The Human Ideal 
i»i the Age of Socialism 

TV typical features of socialist morality are deep 
ideological commitment, creativity and humanism. 
Ideological commitment is manifested in the assimila¬ 
tion of working-class ideology, a scientific materialist 
perception of the world, and an active life, particu* 
birly conscious participation In running public affairs. 
Humanism, which is tltc starting point of socialist mo¬ 
rality, is recognised as the supreme moral value, the 
supreme good. 

Under socialism, man’s ethic-alues*, liappinr**, dig¬ 
nity and freedom arc the basis of all moral standards. 
Viewed from this standpoint, man is the yardstick of 
all values. All is moral that is conducive to man's nil- 
round d) vclopiiHMit. T'nis conception is coaintcrpo^cd 
to the doctrines instilling contempt and hatred for 
jicople. 

The principal ethical foundation of socialism can 
be completely understood only in the context of the 
dialectical materialist theory of nun and history. Pro¬ 
ceeding from this theory', the concept of man is no 
ai»ti,u ti<Ki with an invented, once and for all given 
‘essence*. In Marxist ethics, the concept denotes con¬ 
crete, living people, acting in concrete class and Itis- 


Jbid. e pp. 51-52. 


1 Ibid., p. 7a. 
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torical circumstances ami having definite want* and 
interests. From this it follows that man, each real, 
specific individual, is the main social value. This docs 
not refer to any select groups or classes, but to the 
mass of the working people. The source of moral val¬ 
ues is not the individual withdrawn into himself; they 
are produced by men in concrete work communities. 

Socialist morality, like any other, is of a historical 
character. '1 lie historical character of this morality is 
that it develops simultaneously with the. political and 
economic development of socialist society. 

With the transition to socialism, this morality is 
transformed into communist morality. Also, like any 
other morality in history, it has a class character. 

The class character of socialist morality is seen from 
the fact that it is a denial of the moral principles and 
attitudes born of private property, which are cultivat¬ 
ed by the exploiting classes or imposed by them on 
the working people, viz-, egoism, pursuit of private 
rattier than public interest, greed, enmity towards 
others, pursuit of material gain in preference to all 
moral values, and so on. 

besides criticism of the anti-humanitarian nature of 
the system of private, ownership, exploitation, inequal¬ 
ity, social injustice and .aggressiveness, the socialist 
ethical views also include the ideal of a classless so- 
riety, as well as the moral justification of revolution 
and the demand for active involvement on the part 
of the working people in building the new society 
and for their unity. Lenin »aw the meaning of com¬ 
munist morality to lie in fighting capitalism ami 


working for the building of communism He wrote: 
'We say: morality is what serves to destroy the old 
exploiting society and to unite all the working people 
around the proletariat, which is Imildiug up a new, 
communist society. 

‘Communist morality is that which serves this strug¬ 
gle and unites the working people again*t all exploita¬ 
tion, against all petty private property... This prin¬ 
ciple, closely linked with the humane aims of social¬ 
ism and humanitarian nature of Marxist •Leninist eth¬ 
ical ideal*, is still fully relevant today. 

Its class character is merely one aspect of socialist 
morality. Its other aspect, which is equally essential, 
is that it extends to all mankind. This is due to the 
fact that the ideals of socialist ethics concern die fu¬ 
ture of mankind, have to do with ridding human re¬ 
lations of all that holds back human progress and 
breeds suffering and oppression Simultaneously, so¬ 
cialist morality borrows and inliciiu dl that has al¬ 
ways been associated in ethics with progress and hu¬ 
manism. This h fully reflected in the system of educa¬ 
tion and upbringing in socialist society. 

Not only does socialist morality manifest its humane 
character today, but it is the forerunner of human 
morality in general, undifferentiated as to classes. This 
morality, however, vs ill be relevant only after classes 
have been completely abolished. ‘A really human mo¬ 
rality’, F.ugels wrote, ‘which stands above thus antag. 


' V. I, Lenin, 'The Tasks of the Youth Leagues', Ci>f- 
Uctcd Works, Vol. SI. p. 203. 
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onisms anil above any recollection of them becomes 
!>o>Nih!c only at a stage of society which has not only 
overcome class antagonisms but has even forgotten 
them in practical life.’ 1 

Socialiu values and moral principles also have to 
do with the organisation of the life of society. Priile of 
place goes to the ideals of social justice and equality, 
democracy, dynamic social development, non-antago- 
uisiic relations, distribution according to the quantity 
and quality of work performed, equal rights to work, 
education, health protection, rest ami leisure, and 
equal opportunities to exercise them. To be singled 
out in the sphere ot international relations are the 
ideals anti principle* of peaceful coexistence, econom¬ 
ic cooperation, and mutual respect for the rights of 
nations and national sovereignty. 

With reference to the conduct of individuals, so¬ 
cialist values and moral principles are manifested 
most fully in the human ideal. Socialist humanism is 
not confined to theoretical and axiological postula¬ 
tions. It has a real, practical character. It is human¬ 
ism embodied in social practice, through the provi¬ 
sion of conditions for the development and satisfac¬ 
tion of human wants, which are conducive to man's 
all-round development. 

In this sense, the practical implementation of so¬ 
cialist humanist ideals consists in improving the living 
and working conditions of individuals and of society 
as a whole. 


' Frederick Engels, dftff-DAJkriitf, p 110- 
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The socialist human ideal is no abstraction. It has 
a definite, objective, i. e.. socio-historical and ideologi¬ 
cal source. 

The socio-economic basis at ibis ideal is the social¬ 
ist system, the social relations prevailing in it, and 
die requirements and prospects for society's develop¬ 
ment. In socialist society, where public ownership of 
the means of production predominates, it is necessity 
for people actively to take part in public affairs and 
develop a high '«nac of responsibility for the commu¬ 
nity, for society as a whole, i.c., what is required is 
responsibility and social discipline, as well as a creative 
attitude to work. Under circumstances where work 
has become the basis of progress and pro6|>erity. the 
yardstick of a person’s worth and a source of satisfac¬ 
tion and succe&i in life, people have developed an ho¬ 
nest and conscientious attitude towards woik, have 
come to tes|H!i t it as the source of human dignity, and 
to have confidence in each other and respect for the 
results of their own work and the work of other 
jteople. 

I lie elimination of class conflicts and the exploita¬ 
tion of man l>\ man creates the prerequisites for the 
members ot socialist society to develop kindness and 
consideration in their relationships, Thus, socialist so¬ 
cial relations determine the nature of moral change, 
the emergence of new moral standards, ami the 
substance of socialist idcologii a I-educational prac¬ 
tice. 

Under socialism, technological and social progress 
are combined. ThU makes it possilde to use the results 
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of modem technology to enrich the material, cultural 
and intellectual life of sot iety, to promote the develop- 
iiwnt of the individual and his needs, aspirations, in¬ 
terest- and creativity, and simultaneously to eliminate 
from men's relations moral callousness, a lack of pro¬ 
gressive ideas, a Comineri ial approach to life and its 
values, and other negative traits that appear under 
the influence of 1>ourgeoU morality. All this requires 
that the ideological and moral traits of people living 
undei 'ocialiMii should he combined with such organi¬ 
sational and production requirements as high occupa¬ 
tional ‘kills, labour efficiency, creativity in production, 
and .1 high 'ease of responsibility for their work. 

1 he theoretical and ideological foundations of so¬ 
cialist morality arc provided by Marxist-I-cninist 
theory, which serves as the ideology of the revolu¬ 
tionary working-class movement. 

1 In- socialist human ideal encompasses the moral 
traditions of the revolutionary working-class move¬ 
ment. which express its assimilation of such values as 
international solidarity, revolutionary romanticism 
and social activity combining morality and practical 
revolutionary action. 

Lastly, the socialist ideal is based also on the hu¬ 
man, moral traditions common to all mankind, i o., on 
the moral principles ami standards of conduct which 
expie*s constant, universal conditions of life and hu¬ 
man requirements, fliejo values and standards have 
to do above all with human character traits (strong 
will and resolution, and some aspects of human rela¬ 
tions, especially respect for one’s parents and elders, 
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faithfulness, modesty, friendship and respect for others 
in general), but they should equally he observed in the 
context ot international relations i peace, fulfilment of 
inteinational treaties, etc,), 

The elements of the socialist human ideal can l« 
divided into several groups, taking into account those 
aspects of human life which tie subject to moral jud¬ 
gement, to its regulating character. One of these 
groups comprises the traits of a harmonious indivi¬ 
dual, vi? . wide-ranging interests, a creative approach, 
and harmoniously developed material, intellectual and 
cultural requirements. To mould such a man is the 
main goal of socialist social practice, while, at the 
same time, these human qualities are a factor in the 
development of socialist society. 

Socialist humanism find' its fullest expression in 
the principle that man is the main moral value and 
has the >ight to all-round development of his personal¬ 
ity, his needs, his interests and creative abilities. 

The all-round development of the individual takes 
place as a result of social development and of his prac¬ 
tical involvement in the life of socialist society and in 
creative work. It is the moral duty of every member 
of socialist society to make use of the opportunities 
provided hv society for his development. 

Another group of qualities implied in the socialist 
ideal of the individual includes the. qualities (princip¬ 
les) characteristic of a conscious participant in the 
development of society and a good citizen of the so¬ 
cialist state. These qualities arc: ideological commit¬ 
ment, a scientific world outlook, social activity, patri- 
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olivn and intemationalUm, i'esponsil>ili«y, ;» sense of 
duty, concern for the well-being of the people and the 
development of the country, and social discipline. All 
arc manifested when an individual participates in car* 
lying out social development programmes and na¬ 
tional economic plans viewed from the standpoint of 
the identity of the goal* and interests of the indivi¬ 
dual and society. 

Socialist society is characterised by the concurrence 
of the social and individual aims of developing so¬ 
ciety and man. Men's will, aspirations, abilities and 
efforts are channelled to the attainment of a common 
goal which U the progress of society, it< economic 
prosperity and cultural flowering. 1 he realisation of 
this goal i* the earnest of individuals' personal success, 
of their social status. 

The third group of elements of the socialist human 
ideal comprises the qualities characterising the work¬ 
ing man. using modern means of production as ilu* 
exponent of social relations There me the qualities ol 
being conscientious and well-disciplined, honest, skil¬ 
led, competent, independent, full of initiative, thrifty, 
eager to improve one's qualifications, concerned for 
the high quality of one's own and the collective'* work, 
and careful with public property. These principles rest 
on the recognition of labour as a major social and 
moral value, one of the main requisites of character 
formation. 

The fourth group includes the qualities (princip¬ 
les) typical of one who is honest in private life and 
in Iris dealings with other people, viz., truthfulness, 
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uprightness, the ability to keep one's word, modesty, 
understanding, solidarity, friendliness, respect for one’s 
own and other people's dignity. These are highly es¬ 
sential features of the moral make-up of people in 
socialist society, where kleoiogicaI*educational activi¬ 
ties are directed at attaining high standards of conduct 
and at perfecting human relations in work collectives 
and in the family, at work and in the street, in resi¬ 
dential communities and in mass organisations. The 
realisation of the humane principles of social justice 
ami democracy helps establish equal relations between 
citizen?, regardless of their social role, and make all 
working people respect one. another. Underlying the 
socialist standards of community life is the profoundly 
humane idea of class solidarity, mutual understanding, 
cooperation, and mutual assistance among members of 
socialist society. 

Singling out these qualities and dividing them into 
groups doe? not mean that they are separate, lot alone 
opposed to one another. The socialist human idea! is 
a unity of all those qualities, just as there is unity be¬ 
tween one's conduct in private and public life. 

In describing the humane character and the prere¬ 
quisites of socialist morality, one must particularly 
stress the connection between the ideal man and the 
ideal society. Therein lies the identity of their inter¬ 
ests, aims, and values, Lastly, it is important to take 
into account the connection between educational and 
moral ideals and the revolutionary practice of remak¬ 
ing society and changing both the system of owner¬ 
ship and class structure, and the socio-economic party 
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policy pursued during tire development of socialist so¬ 
ciety. 

From the standpoint of the ideal, the character of 
human sentiments and conduct under socialism is de¬ 
termined l»y moral understanding and maturity, in¬ 
dependent evaluation of moral situations, and by ob¬ 
servance of the moral code of the builder of socialism 
and communism in everyday life. 

The moral ideal also forms live basis of the concep¬ 
tion of the socialist way of life, i.c., the model of a 
person’s success in life, needs, and conduct in public 
and private life, in the political and production sphere, 
in eveiy area of human relations. (See tire next 
section for a more detailed discussion of this subject.) 

The moulding of the individual in socialist society 
and the formation of his ideological and moral make¬ 
up is a complicated and comparatively long process. 
Abolition of the antagonistic elates, socialisation of 
the means of production, and optimisation of the de¬ 
velopment of society do not automatically obliterate 
ail that is undesirable in men’s conduct. At the current 
stage of development of the socialist system, traits arc 
still observaWe which run counter to socialist moral¬ 
ity. There arc still to be found signs of the mercenary 
spirit and ill-will in relations between people, instan¬ 
ces of si.tel public discipline and insufficient respect 
for work and public property, and manifestations of 
narrow-mindedness, greed. »clfishtieN< and indiffer¬ 
ence to public affairs. These traits have been inherited 
from the exploiting system, but they are also sustained 
to a certain extent by the non-.mtagonUtic contradic- 


SQCIALJST HUMANISM 250 

lions which ;irc being overcome in the course of the 
socialist countries’ development. 

lhe socialist human ideal is finding embodiment 
in people’s conduct to an ever greater extent. So- 
cialisin is superior to capitalism in that it provides 
the conditions for the emergence of a new. superior 
morality, the morality of the new man, with Ins new 
moral wants. 'I he active role of the socialist human 
ideal with respect to social realities is due to the fact 
that, expressing as it does men’s moral wants ami ex¬ 
pectations under socialism, this ideal stimulates their 
social activity and promotes the development of 
society. 

I he far-reaching economic and political changes 
which occur as the economic and cultural develop¬ 
ment programmes arc earned out provide conditions 
for the further development and firm establishment of 
moral values in socialist society. Their spread is also 
furthered by the propagation of the socialist moral 
values and human ideal. The leading rede in this is 
played by the Marxist-Leninist parties. Not only do 
Communists actively propagate the socialist ideals, 
they are living models of conduct consistent with the 
socialist moral principles. 

3. The Humanity of Real Socialism 
and the Emergence of the New Man 

•Socialisation of the means of production and the 
resultant fundamental change in man’s role in pro- 
duct ion, as well as the growth of the living standards 
I?* 
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and cultural level of the masses, essentially alter the 
circumstances of people's life, providing objective 
conditions for their development and the establish- 
mem of new forms of human activity and social rela¬ 
tions, different from those in bourgeois society. As 
opportunities are provided for the involvement of the 
overwhelming majority of the people in social and 
political life and the management of the economy, 
and as the social barriers hindering access to educa¬ 
tion and culture for the working people arc removed, 
the social basis and guarantee are provided for the 
all-round development of their personalities. 

flic socialist revolution, which ushered in a new 
stage in history, has so radically altered the <ocial 
conditions of human life that even today vve can 
speak of the successful moulding of the man of the 
socialist era. Socialism is the first social system in 
history which gradually and steadily creates the con¬ 
ditions for tlie development of the individual and of 
all members of society. 

The goal of socialist production is the satisfaction 
of citizens' material and cultural needs. Inherent in 
socialism is man's striving to develop socially justified 
needs, to overcome the contradiction, typical of an¬ 
tagonistic class societies, between the social character 
of production and the private mode of appropriation 
of the means of production and its results. The eco¬ 
nomic conditions breeding antagonism between produ¬ 
cers and managers, between the function of work and 
that of management are abolished. Under the new 
economic conditions, the masses have a real oppor- 
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tunity to take part on a large *cale in the manage¬ 
ment of production and in social regulation. With 
the elimination of the economic prerequisites of the 
exploitation of man by man, the social nature and 
significance of labour change. Labour becomes a gen¬ 
eral right, duty and independent value for the mem¬ 
bers of socialist society. When private and common 
interest* coincide, labour increasingly becomes not 
merely a means of making a living, but man’s prime 
necessity. 

Under socialism, the development of the individual 
is dialectically linked with the development of society 
at large. The harmonious individual is both the aim 
niid precondition of the development o: society. 

CHANGES IN THE CHARACTER OF LABOUR 
\ND MAN'S ATTITUDB TO LABOUR 

T he place of honour in the process of building so- 
cLilism is assigned to the problem of the emancipation 
of labour and man's development (self-realisation) 
through labour. In capitalist society, primarily aimed 
at obtaining maximum profits, human labour is mere* 
ly a means of accumulation of wealth (for the cap¬ 
italists) and a means of subsistence (for tire work¬ 
ers), In socialist society, the aim of which is the sa¬ 
tisfaction of citizens’ material, cultural and intellectu¬ 
al needs, production activities cannot be seen merely 
ns a means of subsistence. Owing to the working peo¬ 
ple's changed podtion in the system of production and 
their broad participation in management, and to the 
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fact that work is humanised and mrxdc creative, la¬ 
bour becomes a form in which the working people 
realise ihcir talents and creative potentialities and 
assert their personalities. A socialist enterprise is a teal 
work collective of working people and an educational 
milieu, fashioning relations of a new kind between 
fellow-workers and a new attitude to labour. 

The emancipation and humanisation of human la¬ 
bour also create favourable conditions for the 
development of every area of human life: 
new kinds of consumption and cultural and 
intellectual requirements, improvement of family 
life, new methods of organising leisure, and the de¬ 
velopment of diverse forms of community life outside 
one's working hours. The implementation of pro¬ 
grammes for building communism in the USSR and 
developed socialist society in most of the socialist com¬ 
munity countries is a new siage not only in the devel¬ 
opment of the productive forces and relations of 
production, but also in the moulding of a new man 
with persona! traits which correspond to the require¬ 
ments and possibilities of the socialist system. This 
man has more varied needs, a new pattern of values 
and a new mode of perception, and is interested in 
obtaining not merely material goods, but also those of 
a higher order, i.c.. aesthetic, ethical and intellectual 
ones. 

Stxdalism'' histoiical advantage and basic social 
quality is that it gradually provides the prerequisites 
fnr tht- all-round development of the individual in die 
process ot labour. Socialist ownership of the means ol 
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production is the socio-economic haus underlying the 
formation of such an individual. 

11 Socialist ownership of the means of production 
makes the goal of production altogether different. 
The goal of socialist production is not maximum 
profit I wit the satisfaction of the working people’s ma¬ 
terial and cultural requirements in accordance with 
the means available to society. Thus, the goal of pro¬ 
duction meets the immediate interests of the working 
people, allowing them to combine private and com¬ 
mon interests 

2) In socialist society, every working person is si¬ 
multaneously an immediate producer and owner of 
the means of production: this helps to close the gap, 
inherited from antagonistic class society, U-lween pro¬ 
duction and administration, between the function of 
labour and the function of management. The active, 
organising involvement of every person in the man¬ 
agement of production and the administration of pub- 
lie affairs liecomes a duty and a necessity provided 
for by the growth of education and skill. 

3) On the basis of socialist ownership of the means 
of production, the character of labour also undergoes 
i fundamental change. Being co-owners of public 
properly, the working people are in an equal socio¬ 
political relation to the objective conditions of pro¬ 
duction. As exploitation is abolished, social labour 
becomes universal. Everyone has the right and the 
duty to work. Work is carried out in a planned fash¬ 
ion. As a result of economic planning and the scien¬ 
tific administration ot society, men become more and 
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more successful in achieving their aims. The agree¬ 
ment between scientific working-class ideology and the 
immediate experience of the working people themsel¬ 
ves becomes a major condition strengthening histori¬ 
cal optimism and people’s confidence in the future. 

4) The emergence of a new attitude to labour is 
an essential expression of its socialist character. 
Owing to the. objective correspondence between per¬ 
sonal interests and the social goals of production, la¬ 
bour becomes less and less a means of subsistence and, 
as socialism advances, increasingly turns into a prime 
vital necessity. Lalnnir disc ipline. and ethics do not 
hinge any longer on the need to sell one's labour pow¬ 
er or the fear of losing one's job, but arc founded 
on an awareness of the social significance of labour 
as a means of satisfying both social and personal 
needs. 

From this it follows that the positive attitude to 
labour in socialist society is due to the uniformity of 
people's personal plans, application of their knowledge 
and abilities, and the existence of opportunities for 
their professional growth. 

As for labour as a value, many sociological studies 
conducted in the socialist countries show that in 
young worke.ni* pattern of values creative, attractive 
work is placed first. They see work as an indis|>emahle 
part of their lives. 

Labour is a bade value in socialist society. It is a 
source of economic achievement and i factor diaping 
human traits and the principles underlying human 
relations. 
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MAN'S DEVELOPMENT IN THE PRODUCTIVE 
AND NON-PRODUCTIVE SPHERES 

Man’s life is realised both in the productive and 
the non-productive sphere. The conditions of life in 
each of them influence each other. When analysing 
the perspectives of man’s development, a broad, com¬ 
prehensive approach must be exercised, taking into 
account the economic, political, idcologii.d, cultural 
and psychological aspects. 

In examining the problems involved in the mould¬ 
ing of the new type of individual, one must also deal 
with those of them which relate to the socialist mode 
of life. 

It is known that the slogan of 'raising the quality 
o: life’ in bourgeois conceptions boils down to petty 
reforms in the organisation of production and social 
relations, and has to do first of all with a better organ¬ 
isation of the service industry, supply, the municipal 
economy, and athletic and recreational activities. 

In this respect, social policy in the socialist countries 
is fundamentally different. Under socialism, owing to 
the socialisation of the means of production, it becom¬ 
es possible to introduce cardinal changes in the mode 
of life both in production and outside of it, fni 
man’s position as producer of the material goods is 
fundamentally changed. He is no longer an object of 
exploitation lnit a conscious subject of economic activ¬ 
ity. The goal of socialist production at every level 
becomes that of making it possible for man to fulfil 
himself which in turn becomes a most effective lever 
for economic progress, since men's initiative in pro- 
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duction, iheir participalion in management, improve¬ 
ment of theii qua I i heat ions, and increased sense of 
responsibility and moral understanding come to be 
.1 5ubitanii.il viiiro* nf the dynamic development of 
individual enterprises and the national economy as a 
whole. 

Thus, on the basis of the socialist relations of pro* 
duction the conditions of life (or the quality of life) 
can undergo si change which fundamentally differs 
from the kind of change suggested by tire Western re¬ 
formists. 

By ending exploitation and social injustice, and 
wiping out the antagonistic class structure, socialism 
provides the real foundation* for the brotherhood of 
the working people. By abolishing private ownership 
of the means of production and the barriers it puts up, 
socialism provides great opportunities (through 
creative work and socio-political activity) for sweep¬ 
ing progressive reforms. Socialism invests human 
life with a new and deeper humanitarian meaning. 

In bourgeois society, the system of economic re¬ 
lation* determines the place of each individual in 
the class structure, society, ami the social division of 
labour, and this result* in unequal access to culture 
and education. 

Socialist relations remove the olrstades to cultural 
and intellectual growth, providing people equal op- 
|xn(unities to choose their calling and irain for it 
and making ihi-in feel more responsible for what 
they are. In carrying out the planned development 
of the economy and a social policy based on priori- 
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pies of equality, they overcome the feeling of insecu¬ 
rity which i$ typical of capitalist society and is 
caused by the cvcr-prcsem threat of unemployment, 
skill devaluation, a sudden deterioration in living 
standards because of a change in the economic 
situation or impaired health, and so on. 

Building up citizens’ participation in running the 
country through various forms of direct and re¬ 
presentative democracy, the socialist system makes 
them increasingly effective and aware subjects of 
public life, conscious makers of history. 

Thus, such notions as 'changing the mode of 
life’ (which will la* discussed in the next chapter) 
or ‘imparting a new sense to it’ acquire a deeper 
meaning in socialist society alone. Here it is no long¬ 
er a question of a reformist programme of petty so¬ 
li d improvements but one of revolutionary change; 
which have to do with the fundamentals of human 
existence. Dehumanised forms of labour, character¬ 
istic of bourgeois society, produce dehumanised 
forms of cultural involvement. Degradation of the 
moral value of human labour implies a degradation 
of leisure activities. Wearied l*y monotonous work, 
turned into a robot with no say in running the en¬ 
terprise he works at, the employee of a capitalist 
enterprise is far from always able to engage in some 
creative pursuit in his free time. Often enough 
he turns for consolation to drink and cheap aimoc- 
nicnts, watching insipid films and television pro¬ 
grammes or. at best, becomes a passive consumer 
of ‘cultural goods'. 
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SOClAt ISM AS A SOCIAL SYSfbM 

In this connection, the opposition tvf ‘free time’ to 
'working time’ in bourgeois society is criticised by 
Marxist scholars. Marxism rejects both the neo-he- 
donistic conception of labour as a function of free 
time, the price one has to pay for leisure and amuse¬ 
ment, and the technocratic definition of free time 
ns a function of labour, a common form of regene¬ 
ration of labour power. In the Marxist tradition, 
these problems arc interpreted from the standpoint 
of the socialisation and all-round development of the 
individual, from the standpoint of moulding an in¬ 
tegral, active personality. As for the compensation 
theories, their emergence is closely bound up with 
the essential contradictions existing in the indus¬ 
trialised capitalist countries. Defending the econom¬ 
ic foundations of its rule, the bourgeoisie cannot 
allow any far-reaching changes in the nature of la¬ 
bour, any humanisation of labour, nor can it pro¬ 
mote the emergence of mat, not illusory, democracy 
in the management of production. It tries to link 
the working people's aspirations with the prospect 
of an increased individual consumption and free 
time. Unable to ensure any real emancipation of the 
working class, the bourgeoisie sets out to create the 
illusion of success in life being dependent on the 
development of a commercialised, primitive mass 
culture. It turned out, however, that in the bour¬ 
geois societies which prematurely called themselves 
‘welfare states', the elimination of poverty and in¬ 
sufficiency of material goods failed to provide a 
source of spiritual wealth for the working people 01 
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to further their cultural growth. As is shown by 
many progicvtive philosophers, sociologists and 
theoreticians in the held of culture, the. situation is 
just the opposite. Culture in these societies is threaten¬ 
ed by the spread of consumers and insipid, cummer- 
cialhed amusements. Weariness and a sense of spir¬ 
itual poverty Ijeset people not only while at work 
but also in their free time. 

Socialist social policy docs not treat the develop¬ 
ment of the individual merely in terms of the op¬ 
portunities arising from shorter working hours. The 
values of working time are equally important, as la¬ 
bour is not only at the basis of the existence and 
prograss of civilisation, but is alto the main content 
of a human life, on which the all-round development 
of the individual depends. 

Combining the prospect* of development of so¬ 
cialist culture and the humanisation of lalwmr is 
quite realistic, as contemporary social and technolog¬ 
ical progress helps to change the conditions and 
substance of labour so as to enable more and more 
people to engage in creative work. In a humane and 
real perspective of the future the development of so¬ 
cialist social relations is seen to lead to the extension 
of men’s creativity in every area of their life, and the 
emergence of harmoniously developed member of 
communist society. This is not tire prospect of a 
'civilisation of leisure and amusement', the aim of 
which is to offset the disgust caused by the compul¬ 
sory character of work. From this standpoint, the 
main problem of the life of socialist society is that 
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of combining work and Unsure* and preparing peo¬ 
ple for creative work in cver>' sphere of life and for 
active self-expression, whether ill their work or in 
their leisure hours. 

In bourgeois society today the aim is to own pres¬ 
tigious things, live in style, and go after pleasure. 
This often results in satiety and a sense of the emp¬ 
tiness of lift*. The development of technology offers 
no answers to the problem of social ideals, rules of 
community living or the choice of one's world out¬ 
look. This shows the importance of studying and 
making tangible the Marxist ideal of 'man's self- 
realisation, forming the socialist mode of life through 
different measures, and proliferating Marxist views 
and communist morality. 1 

We do not reduce the emancipation of man to 
the emancipation o: labour. Marx repeatedly stres¬ 
sed that the accomplishment of the ideal of emanci¬ 
pation of labour must lead to an awakening of man’s 
creative capabilities, the capacity for 'aesthetic emo¬ 
tion' and production of things 'on the principle of 
beauty'. lie said that the feelings of man in society 
differed from those of man outside of society. In 
Marx's view, 'only through the objectively unfolded 
richness of man's essential being is the richness of 
subjective human sensibility (a musical ear. an eye 
for beauty of form—in diort. sensei capable of hu¬ 
man gratification, senses affirming themselves as es¬ 
sential powers of man) either cultivated or brought 

1 Thr roll* nf rultur.il institutions in the emergence of 
the socialist mode of life is discussed in Chapter VI, 


SOCIALIST HUMANISM 271 

into being, for not only the five senses but also the 
so-called mental <ensc?—the practical senses (will, 
love, etc.'—in a word, human sense—the human 
nature of the senses—comes to be by virtue of its 
object, by virtue of humanised nature'. 1 

For tiro contemporary builders of developed so¬ 
cialism and communism, the humanisation of labour 
and the provision of opportunities for creative work 
are important to the realisation of man's essence in 
all ii\ dimensions, They are also the necessary con¬ 
ditions for humanising the extra-production sphere 
of the workers' life; developing diverse forms of the 
working people's partuip.ition in cultural life; estab¬ 
lishing dignified relations, not distorted by the ‘pop 
culture’, between man and woman, relations of gen¬ 
uine love and mutual respect. One who is a ’slave’ 
of labour cannot be truly free and creative after his 
working slay is over He often becomes intolerant of 
other people, especially his family. Spiritual empti¬ 
ness leads to the distortion of love, to the pursuit of 
cheap and primitive atnu*rrncnts and to a growing 
demand for primitive pop culture, sentimental 
quasi-heroic novels and worthless plays. Such distor¬ 
tion i> manifested in advam ing symptoms of social 
and erotic pathology, crime, and so on. The uppor* 
tunities provided by socialist society for men's all¬ 
round development through work, fur self-realisation 
through creative activity, through development of 


1 Kart Mare, Eeoncmic and Philosophic*! Matu^cripit 
of 1344, Prefix vi Publishers, Moscow, 1974, pp. 9.i-96. 
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the intellect and imagination, and through friendly 
relations with one's colleagues, all |»rovkle a sound 
foundation for their active involvement in cultural 
life and in genuine leisure activities. Thus, the prob¬ 
lem of man’s emancipation embraces the two 
spheres of human life—the sphere of work and the 
sphere of leisure. 

Since it abolishes the social barriers that held 
back the development of the individual and pro¬ 
vide* heretofore unknown conditions for the develop¬ 
ment of men's versatile activities and participation 
in political life and in the production of new values 
of material and spiritual culture, the socialist system 
notably speeds up the historical processes of human 
development. 

In tin* period when the foundations of socialism 
were built, extensive development factors predomi¬ 
nated. Society was building new enterprises in order 
to advance the economy, lay the material and tech¬ 
nical foundations of socialism, and provide employ¬ 
ment for increasing numbers of the population pre¬ 
viously engaged in agriculture. Socialist society could 
finance industrialisation solely through its own exer¬ 
tions and at the cost of certain hardships As a re¬ 
sult, quantitative growth factors predominated in 
economic development. 

Nevertheless, owing to the efforts that were made, 
and thanks to cooperation among the fraternal so¬ 
cialist countries, most of them have recently entered 
a stage of development at which intensive and 
qualitative factors predominate. Now a steady rise 
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in the people's living standards is the aim and con¬ 
dition of accelerated development. Moreover, the 
growth of real wages and of consumption is an eco¬ 
nomic and moral factor stimulating the growth of 
production. In future, higher, cultural wants, as 
well a* elementary material ones, will be satisfied m 
an ever greater degree. In socialist society, things are 
valued not for their own sake, but as means contrib¬ 
uting to well-being, a fuller life, and the harmo¬ 
nious development of the individual in whose life 
the formula to live in order to have' is replaced by 
ihc formula ‘to have so as to Jive', i. e., to make 
one's life full and interesting. 

The documents of the communist parties of the 
socialist countries stress that the dynamic growth in 
developed socialist society stems from joining the ad¬ 
vances of jciencc and technology with the advan¬ 
tages of socialism. As Marx said, with the development 
of large-scale industry, the creation of real wealth 
will depend less on working time and the amount 
of labour expended than on the might of those 
agents which are brought into play during working 
tinre and which themselves in no way correspond to 
the immediate working time that goes into their 
production, hut rather depend on the general level 
of science and the progress of technology of the ap¬ 
plication of this science in production. 1 

See: K*r1 Marx, Crnndritu dtr Kritik der Potitiithen 
Okonomu, Verisg fur Frcmdjprachiire Literatur. Xfoiluu. 
1939, S. i92. 
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The advantages of socialism include, Insides so¬ 
cial changes, improved relations in work collectives, a 
new style of management, participation by the work 
foice in management, and a correspomling t>olicy on 
the part of the public organisations through which 
citizens' participation in administration is carried ont. 

PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC LIFr. 

AND SOCIAL DUTIES 

Enlargement of the rights of man and of the cit¬ 
izen, possible under socialism alone, is the prereq¬ 
uisite of man's all-round development under so¬ 
cialism, ar.d simultaneously an expression of the hu¬ 
manitarian essence of the socialist system. As the 
question of human and civil rights is today an object 
of acute ideological struggle, we must indicate the 
principal point of difference in the conception, in¬ 
terpretation, and exercise of human rights under so¬ 
cialism and under capitalism 
The liberal bourgeois conception of human and 
civil rights cmriged in Europe during the period of 
the bourgeoisie's struggle against absolute feudal mon¬ 
archy. This conception postulated two categories 
of human lights: individual freedoms and political 
rights. The founders of Marxism subjected the prin¬ 
ciples underlying the conception of human rights in 
the liberal bourgeois state to sharp and detailed crit¬ 
icism, pointing out that under a social system based 
on private ownership of the means of production— 
such as the bourgeois state—human right* generally 
could not be exercised. Where there is private owner- 
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ship of the means of production, social inequality 
prevails, and not all members of sorictv have the 
same opportunities to exercise the rights ami free¬ 
doms they are nominally granu-d, As far as the ex¬ 
ploited classes and groups arc concerned, civil rights 
only exist on paper. 

Under capitalism, human rights arc not guaran¬ 
teed, nor can they lx? guaranteed. That is why the 
Ixiurgcoisic raises the question of human rights only 
within certain limits, reducing the whole issue to 
political rights and saying hardly anything at all 
about economic rights (the right to work), social 
rights (e.g., the right to rest and leisuie, and to 
health protection), and cultural rights (e.g., the 
right to education). The bourgeoisie is unable to 
give reality to these fundamental human rights. One 
must stress that under capitalism political rights and 
freedoms turn into mere formal declarations and in 
practice do not rule out political discrimination 
against progressive public movements (in West Ger¬ 
many, for example, Communists arc deprived of the 
right to work). 

Under socialism, human rights are guaranteed by 
the social policy of the Marxist-Leninist party and 
the socialist state, which provides real opportunities 
for the exercise of the right to work, rest and leisure, 
health protection, education and the enjoyment of 
cultural benefits, and to participation in the man¬ 
agement of public affairs. All these palpable, rights, 
enjoyed by citizens ill the socialist countries, are im¬ 
possible under capitalism. The bourgeois oratory on 
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freedom goes Kami in hand with violations of fun¬ 
damental economic, social and cultural human 
rights, violations expressed in poverty, unemploy¬ 
ment, and class barriers to science, education, cul¬ 
ture, ami state administration. 

The superiority of socialism over capitalism is al¬ 
so manifested in the development of different fomu 
of citizens' direct and indirect participation in polit¬ 
ical life and in their new approach to public affairs. 
This is made possible by the changes in the social 
structure which occur in socialist society and which 
drastically expand the social foundations «>f the so¬ 
cialist state and help rally society as a whole around 
the party of the working class and the socialist state, 
while the organising and economic functions of the 
state continue to develop. 

The development of socialist democracy and eco¬ 
nomic development are interlinked. The develop¬ 
ment of democracy, Lenin wrote, ‘will exert its 
influence on economic life as well, will stimulate 
its transformation; and in its turn it will be influenc¬ 
ed by economic development, and so on. This U the 
dialectics of living history*. 1 

The development of democracy, the growing 
numbers of working people consciously taking part in 
political life, is, therefore, one of the natural fea¬ 
tures of the development of socialist society and of the 
socialist mode of life. Lenin wrote: ‘As man's his- 


' V. I, Lenin, 'The State and Revolution’, Collided 
W*kt, Vol. 26, p. 453. 


lory-making activity grows broader and deeper, the 
size of that mass of the population which is the 
conscious maker of history is hound to increase. 1. 

To enable citizens to take part consciously and 
competently in the political life of the country, it is 
necessary, apart from extending socialist democracy, 
to educate them in the proper spirit, so that they 
learn mote and more about the ways in which so¬ 
ciety develops, about legislation and the laws regu¬ 
lating the life of a human community, about the 
modern organisation of labour and management. 
Equally necessary are a tightening up of conscious 
public discipline and a clear understanding of the 
principle of the unity of citizens’ rights Rnd duties. 

Of great significance in raising the activity of work 
collectives In the socialist countries U the constant 
concent for steadily raising the working people’s 
level of political education and vocational training. 
For it is not just any kind of participation in man¬ 
agement that is meant, but only skilled, efficient 
and rcsponsilJe participation such as can only 1 a? 
the case given sufficiently high skills and a good 
undemanding of the workings of economic life. Im¬ 
provement of the general educational level and skills 
nf work collective members and the development of 
diverse forms of education and self-education is the 
prime concern of party, trade union and scientific 
and technical organisations. 


1 V. I. Lenin, T I Heritage We Renounce,’ Collided 
World, Vol. 2, Moscow, 1972, p. 524. 
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One should, however, stress the interrelation be¬ 
tween the development of culture and of production, 
which makes it essential to deal with the practical 
problems involved in the building up of the family, 
the upbringing of children in the family, contacts 
IxMwccn teachers and parents, and the organisation 
of interesting and constructive forms of recreation. 

OPPORTUNITIES AND PROSPECTS FOR MAN’S 
CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL GROWTH 

Under socialism, cultural creative endeavour be¬ 
comes free from the domination of commerce. The 
organisational and material prerequisites of working 
people's participation in the development of culture 
me provided. Amateur cultural activities develop on 
a broad scale. The system of cultural values and the 
essence of culture under socialism are of a thor¬ 
oughly humanitarian nature. This is a result of the 
cultural revolution which is a constituent part of 
socialist change. lit the development of human cul¬ 
ture as well, socialism ushers in a new epoch, which 
ever more substantially reflects the socialist changes 
in social, political and economic life in an ever 
greater variety of forms. 

In this se nse, the cultural revolution is an objec¬ 
tive natural feature of the building of socialism, of 
the revolutionary transition from capitalism to so. 
rial ism. Its aim is to abolish the cultural lag of the 
formerly exploited masses and create a new, socialist 
culture which the masses will produce as well as 
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Thus, the cultural revolution i$ a process which 
consists of many stages and extends to every area of 
the people's cultural life. It is not confined to des¬ 
troying what is obsolete in art, science, education 
and morality, and abolishing backwardness. The cul¬ 
tural revolution, which makes the masses the creators 
of cultural and intellectual values and of science, is 
both destructive and constructive and, above all, 
embraces the complex process of the emergence of 
a new, socialist culture. 

The cultural revolution destroys the class systems 
of ethical and aesthetic values alien to the masses. 
The gains of science and technology, art and litera¬ 
ture. accumulated by the people through the ages, 
are their inheritance. 

Lenin stressed that one must not put up with con¬ 
ditions under which only the few can enjoy cultural 
blessings while the many, the exploited classes, are 
deprived of live elementary benefits of science and 
culture. ‘From now on,' he wrote, ‘ail the marvels of 
science and the gains of culture belong to the nation 
us a whole, and never again will man's brain and 
human genius he used for oppression and exploita¬ 
tion.’ 1 

In the course of the cultural revolution, a new, 
socialist ideology takes root in social consciousness, 
providing tl* basis for the establishment of a prole¬ 
tarian socialist culture. 

• V. I. Lenin, Third Atl-Rusna Congi cm ot Soviets of 
Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants Deputies’, Collated Works, 
V'ol. 26, pp- 481-82. 
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As was mentioned, socialist culture doe< not break 
off with the lx?st traditions of the old culture. Nev¬ 
ertheless. the qualitative advantage* of socialist 
culture go Ireyond the legacy of the past, as in the 
course of the cultural revolution there emerges a 
new system of ethical and aesthetic values reflecting 
the interests and aims of tlie working class and all 
working people. The revolution in the sphere of 
culture which takes place in the context of the So¬ 
fia list revolution, removes the obstacles that barred 
the masses from international and national cultural 
benefits, and endows national and world culture 
with new content and forms. Not only does the cul¬ 
tural revolution give talented representative* of the 
masses broad access to cultural and intellectual 
values, but it extends the once narrow, academic 
limits of creative work, applying a new yardstick to 
original folk art and Upping its immense wealth. 
Thanks to this, folk art joins the common stream of 
human culture, thereby producing a socialist culture. 

The cultural revolution is also accompanied by 
essential changes in social consciousness. This refers 
in particular to people's changed attitude to reli- 
gion. 

The policy pursued by the socialist state towards 
religion ensures citizens real opportunities for exer¬ 
cising freedom of conscience. State institutions, in¬ 
cluding scientific, cultural ami educational establish¬ 
ments, are protected from religious influence* of any 
kind. Religion is withering away in the socialist 
countries as a result of the implementation of the 
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principles of socialist humanism, the elimination of 
illusory, unscientific views of the world, and the es¬ 
tablishment of a scientific, materialist world outlook 
which regards man as the supreme value. 

The spread of the scientific, materialist world out¬ 
look among the masses calls for the continuous de¬ 
velopment of culture and dissemination of knowl¬ 
edge about nature and society, combined with suf¬ 
ficient humanising of social relations to do away 
with mythical ideas about man’s destiny ami his 
plat e in history and in the universe. 

Jo furthei ideological, political and aesthetic edu¬ 
cation and ensure greater involvement in cultural 
life, the socialist state builds up the material facili¬ 
ties of culture and promote* diveise forms of social 
organisation of free time. 

'Hrtti. the socialist system eliminates the antago¬ 
nism arising from social progress, the latter becom¬ 
ing coextensive with the development of each in¬ 
dividual. The economic, social, cultural, intellectual, 
and moral {Hueesses developing in snrirty are ex- 
pressed in the conscious actions of its mcmbeis. 
Thereby, an individual in society, with his abilities, 
requirements, inclinations, knowledge and convic¬ 
tions. is afforded entirely new opportunities for ac¬ 
tion, and lijs actions acquire new importance in his¬ 
tory. 

All-round development of tin* individn d does not 
imply that everyone is reared as a consummate ge¬ 
nius, knowing all and good at everything. Rather 
versatility consuls in the fact that on the basis of the 
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ncxv historical conditions that exist in socialist so¬ 
ciety (a) the individual in his thoughts, feelings and 
actions increasingly correlates with society as a whole; 
(b) a historically specific universality of methods 
of assimilation and activity is developed in coopera¬ 
tion with others (work in production and participa¬ 
tion in planning and management, participation in 
bodies of socialist democracy, executive and mana¬ 
gerial activities); and (c) there emerges an active 
individual built on a now pattern (unity of intellec¬ 
tual and physical development, of intellectual and 
emotional capabilities, of capacity for work and 
pleasure, of knowledge and social experience). 

Under socialism, no contradictions arise between 
the realisation of humanitarian aims, social policy, 
and the development of culture, on the one hand, 
and economic progress, on the other. At present the 
socialist community is entering the stage of socio¬ 
economic development at which, according to Marx, 
the free development of each is the condition of the 
free development of all, and the all-round individual 
development of every producer will coincide with 
the greatest possible growth of the productive forces. 


CHAPTER VI 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SOCIALIST 
MODE OF LIFE 


1. Sociatiun and the .^fode of Life 

Since times of old men have pondered the 
meaning of life, good and evil, justice and injustice. 
They have had definite notions of happiness, of life, 
of a inode of life worthy of man. The questions con¬ 
nected with one's mode of life arc closely bound up 
with one's world outlook. There is no single answer 
to them for all men: a revolutionary worker and a 
capitalist see these problems in a different light, for 
they arc inseparable from class interests and cannot 
hr divorced from the class struggle. 

The capitalists consider it just to exploit other 
people, and the workers consider it just to fight ex¬ 
ploitation. A capitalist's happiness is in profit; a 
revolutionary worker’s, in ending the conditions 
which make a working man enslaved, oppressed, ex¬ 
ploited, deprived and humiliated; he is happy when 
the exploiting system is alxilishrd and socialism is 
built. 

its mode of life i« the hallmark of a society. It 
expresses the character of the social system, of the 
relations of production, and shows what are the re¬ 
lations of property and power in it, and which is 
the mling class. 
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The problems of the mode of life occupy a par¬ 
ticular place in the struggle between the Marxist- 
Leninist and bourgeois ideologies. The current stage 
of the struggle between socialism and capitalism is 
largely characterised by the fact that the problems 
of the mode of life are increasingly becoming the 
touchstone of the viability, humanism and moral 
worth of a social system. International detente and 
the further implementation of die principle! of 
peaceful coexistence of countries with different so¬ 
cial system* allow us to compare objectively the ways 
in which fundamental issues and problems affecting 
|Kibli< life and the private lives of millbnis arc dealt 
with in socialist and capitalist society. We have in 
mind humane living and working conditions, includ¬ 
ing nature conservation, an ever fuller satisfaction 
of citizens' material, cultural and intellectual wants, 
and the provision of opportunities for the all-round 
development of the individual. The convincing 
example of the ynialist mode of life, which is 
founded on peace, stable economic growth, social 
well-being, freedom and justice, is of ever greater 
significance in the peoples' struggle against capitalist 
rule, which threatens peace and mars millions of 
human lives bleeding sori.il insecurity and trampling 
elemental y human rights. 

I be growing interest in die qualitative aspects of 
public ami private life among working people in cap¬ 
italist countries is a graphic sign of theii disen- 
chaiitinent with the capitalist social system. This disen¬ 
chantment is growing particularly acute in the midst 
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of the profound crisis gripping capitalist society. It 
increasingly obvious that capitalism is historically 
incapable of using the productive forces foe men's 
good. Capitalism is unable by its nature steadily to 
satisfy men’s growing vital needs and provide for 
their all-round development. 

The man-hating nature of the capitalist system is 
especially obvious today in the light of facts that 
characterise the life of the working people in the so- 

I cialist Countries. The communist and workers’ par¬ 
ties of the socialist community orientate their activ¬ 
ities towards the good of the people and of each 
citizen. Tire progress of science and technology, and 
economic and social policy serve to satisfy increasing¬ 
ly men's material, cultural and intellectual requi¬ 
rements, and to promote the development of their 
personalities The socialist mode of life conclusively 
demonstrates that unemployment, permanent nuta¬ 
tion. social insecurity, a lack of prospects, above all 
for young and old people, and other vices of capi¬ 
talism are nut fatally inevitable. The social guaran¬ 
tees typical of the socialist mode of life, security and 
an optimistic view of life, all express the historical 
superiority of socialist over capitalist society. No ex¬ 
ploiting society can guarantee or really give such so¬ 
cial security and confidence in the future to millions 
of men and women. 

I The socialist countries have already achieved high¬ 

er economic growth rates than the developed capi¬ 
talist countries, although their absolute level of la¬ 
bour efficiency is lower. Nevertheless, men’s basic re- 
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quircmcnts are much bolter satisfied under socialism 
than under capitalism. In socialist society, the ex¬ 
ploitation of man by man and social oppression do 
not exist. It guarantees the cultural and intellectual 
development of citizens and provides the conditions 
for social equality. It grants citizens great social 
rights: the right to work, to participation in running 
public affairs, to education, access to science and 
culture, free medical service, protection of mothers 
and children, and social security in old age and in 
tlse event of sickness. In this way qualitatively new 
foundations have been laid for the activity of indi¬ 
viduals, groups, and society as a whole. The emer¬ 
gence and firm establishment of the socialist mode 
of life arc not confined to individual aspects of life. 
They are determined in the long run by the mode 
of production and the development of the productive 
forces and relations of production. This relation¬ 
ship docs not mean at all that the mode of life me¬ 
chanically depends on the socialist mode of produc¬ 
tion. I he socialist relations of production, which 
are built according to plan, require constant Initiative 
and creative involvement on the part of men, who 
are the major productive force in socialist society 
and the co-owners of the means of production. In 
the course of their active, creative work, the work¬ 
ing class, the cooperative peasants, the socialist in- 
tcJligentsia, and all other sections of the people de¬ 
velop the socialist mode of life, whose improvement, 
in its turn, is the key condition for the further 
strengthening of socialist production. 
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The bourgeois mode of life is the inevitable pro¬ 
duct of capitalist social rotations. The economic and 
social structure of capitalist society iimcasingly con¬ 
flicts with the basic needs of the working people and 
the demands of social progress and democratic po¬ 
litical development. Relying on its economic, politi¬ 
cal and ideological means of government, the impe¬ 
rialist bourgeoisie is always seeking to manipulate 
the mode of life in line with its own interests. For 
this purpose, theoretical conceptions are evolved 
like tire 'welfare .society*, ‘reformed capitalism,' and 
a better quality of life 1 . These and similar concep¬ 
tions turn out to be mere attempts to help maintain 
the existing relations of power for the sake of capi¬ 
talist profit and superprofit. 

The inevitable features marking the working 
people’s mode of life in the capitalist countries arc 
chronic unemployment, decreasing purchasing power 
of the masses, and insecurity. 

Tlie mode of life is determined first of all by the 
character of the relations of production and the lev¬ 
el of the productive forces, i. e., by the mode of 
production. Marx and Engels wrote; ‘This mode of 
production must not be considered simply as being 
the reproduction of the physical existence of the in¬ 
dividuals. Rather it is a definite form of activity ol 
these individuals, a definite form of expressing their 
life, a definite mode of life on their part.’ 1 

1 Kari Mane and Frederick Engels, “The Omar. Ideo¬ 
logy', in: Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Collected Wotks, 
Vol. 5, Moscow, 1976, p. 51. 
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l iom this it follows that, as a result of the rcvolu- 
(ionary transformation of one socio-economic forma* 
lion into another, tlieie also occurs a revolutionary 
transformation of the way people live. 

I lie logical and inevitable relationship between the 
mode of production and the inode of living is of truly 
historic significance today. As a result of the revolu¬ 
tionary overthrow of capitalism, the exploitation of 
man by man is completely abolished, and simulta¬ 
neously with the emergence and establishment of the 
socialist mode of production, an entirely new, social¬ 
ist mode of life comes into being. It is n new mode of 
life which is, by its very essence, incompatible with 
the mode of life pievailing under capitalism. 

The socialist mode of life is a definite kind of or¬ 
ganisation of life, closely hound up with the develop¬ 
ment of socialist relations of production, modern 
productive forces, and socialist consciousness. It cov¬ 
ers the typical kinds of people's activity, whether in 
production or in political and other organisations, 
whether in their working or free time, whether at 
their places of residence or in their family or among 
their friends. The socialist mode of life implies a stea¬ 
dy growth in the living standards and cultural level 
and improved relations between individuals. The 
further improvement of the socialist mode of life is 
inseparably linked with the development of the so¬ 
cialist individual, whose thoughts and actions are in 
keeping with the requirements of society's develop- 
mint and are characterised by socialist patriotism 
and proletarian internationalism. 


The historical experience of the building of social¬ 
ist society and the scientific postulations of the found¬ 
ers of Marxism-Leninism teach us that die working 
class, led by its Marxist-Leninist party, is the deci¬ 
sive social force which plays the key role in the emer¬ 
gence and further development of the. socialist mode 
of life. It creates conditions for the firm establish¬ 
ment and development of the socialist mode of life in 
society at large. 

What, then, are the characteristic features which 
determine the socialist mode of life? 

The further development of the socialist mode of 
life is inseparably linked with the steady growth of 
labour productivity and efficiency of production. 
Conscientious, honest, socially useful labour is the 
foundation of the socialist mode of life. The entire 
course of development of the mode of life essentially 
depends on society's ability to use labour for the 
moulding of the individual. Hence, the character and 
organisation of labour are the decisive, fundamental 
criterion of how humane and progressive a society 
is. The essential feature distinguishing the socialist 
from the bourgeois mode of life consists precisely in 
the new content of labour anti the new place it occu¬ 
pies in the lives ot millions of men anil women. Iti a 
society which has abolished the exploitation of man 
by man and in which the products ot labour contrib¬ 
ute to the prosperity of each individual and society 
as a whole, labour stops being merely a means of sub¬ 
sistence and gradually turns into a vital necessity. 
With the triumph of the socialist revolution, millions 

ia-jw; 
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of men and women were enabled, for the first time in 
history*, to work for themselves. There occurred what 
Lenin described as 'the great change from working 
under compulsion to working for oneself, to labour 
planned and organised on a gigantic, national (and 
to a certain extent international, world) scale. 1 Un¬ 
der the socialist mode of life man’s basic right—the 
right to work—is guaranteed by the Constitution and 
has become a reality by virtue of the social guarantee 
of work. Every able-bodied member of socialist society 
may be confident, with full reason, that he will al¬ 
ways be given the opportunity to work in accordance 
with lus abilities and skill. 

Another characteristic feature of the socialist mode 
of life consists in the new quality of human rela¬ 
tions, in the development of the individual and the 
further strengthening of his social relationships. Tire 
material means for the further improvement of the 
material and cultural conditions of life are not all 
that is created in the course of production. Also de¬ 
veloped and enhanced in the daily struggle of work 
collectives to achieve their plan targets arc socialist 
relations of production, relations of comradely cooper¬ 
ation and mutual assistance, and the moral qualities 
of citizens of socialist society, viz, a socialist attitude 
to work and public property, mutual support, aware¬ 
ness of one’s personal responsibility for the common 
cause, public order, security, and so on. Esteem lor 

' V. I. Lenin, 'Hw Organ.sc Competition’, ColUcitd 
Worts, Vd. 26, p. 408. 
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the individual, a respectful attitude toward* the achie¬ 
vements scored by other collectives and individual 
workers, mutual respect, pride in good work, ami rea¬ 
diness to work are further qualities maintained in the 
work collective. Work for the good of society and 
oneself is under socialism the main yardstick of one’s 
worth, prestige and dignity. More and more people 
become firmly convinced that their creative labour U 
something more than just a source of personal 
income. Creative and interesting work for the good 
of society becomes increasingly important to the 
development of men’s physical and mental abili¬ 
ties, enriching their relations with other working 
people. 

The socialist mode of life presupposes people's 
creative involvement in political and cultural life in 
town and country 1 , and a desire for all-round educa¬ 
tion for the sake of contributing to the welfare of so¬ 
cialist society by one’s own creative work and at liieve- 
ments. Education in the spirit of socialist patriot¬ 
ism and proletarian internationalism, self-education 
and the fostering of comprehensively educated, con¬ 
scious and resolute men and women, strong in body 
and mind, are part of the socialist mode of life. A 
clear class position and the striving for higher stan¬ 
dards in daily life—at work, in people's public activ¬ 
ity and in their organisation of their leisure time— 
are expressions of the growing role of the world out¬ 
look and moral values of the working dais in the 
life of socialist society. 

In the course of the formation and consolidation 
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of the socialist mode of life, the working class, led by 
its Marxist-Leninist party, translates into practice a 
historically new system of social security and concern 
tor every member of society. The struggle for social 
guarantee* is, as it has always been, an essential part 
of the struggle waged by the revolutionary working- 
class movement. To working people in a capitalist 
country tliis notion implies above ail a struggle for 
job security. Under socialism, this notion lias a new 
historical content. The right to work and guaranteed 
jobs arc an integral pait of the life of the working 
people as a major principle of the system of social 
security. The other socially guaranteed gains of so¬ 
cialism arc equal pay for equal work, broad rights and 
opportunnies tor development enjoyed by young peo¬ 
ple, who arc given all-round assistance in the pursuit 
of their vocation, in sports, study and leisure, ami 
constant concern for the old. Social rights and confi¬ 
dence in the future under the socialist inode of life 
are ensured above all by the strengthening of the so¬ 
cialist relations of production and the political rule of 
the working class. All citizens enjoy social se¬ 
curity both in the piesent and in the future. From 
this stems their initiative and their active involve¬ 
ment in tackling current and long-term social prob¬ 
lems. 

The sense of social confidence that citizens of so¬ 
cialist society have goes beyond their labour activities. 
It also includes mutual confidence, cohesion and soli¬ 
darity both between individuals and between the so¬ 
cial classes and strata of socialist society. The social 


security and sense of confidence in the future inher¬ 
ent in the socialist mode of life indicate the histori¬ 
cally new quality of relations among individuals, 
groups, and society. 

One graphic feature of the socialist mode of life 
anti its further improvement is the active involvement 
of citizens in decision-making and the management 
of public, affairs. In accordance with the principle of 
democratic centralism, social activity pervade* all 
areas of life in different forms. 

There is nothing of the kind in bourgeois democ¬ 
racy. In capitalist society, they keep shouting about 
the values of the allegedly ‘free democratic system’, 
such as ‘freedom’, ‘justice’ and 'solidarity', but in prac¬ 
tice the elementary rights of the working people arc 
increasingly curtailed, not least with the aid of anti¬ 
communist propaganda. 

Under socialism, citizens are prompted by their own 
first-hand experience to undertake various services 
for society, as their interests concur with those of so¬ 
ciety. Such an impulse for voluntary public activity- 
on the part of millions could be provided by socialism 
alone. 

Women’s growing participation in leadership, in 
dealing with social problems at enterprises, places of 
residence and schools, and not least in the. immediate 
exercise, of power, is an expression of the real equal¬ 
ity of men and women. The participation of young 
people in carrying out responsible tasks is also char¬ 
acteristic of the socialist mode of life. Thi< impor¬ 
tant feature of the socialist inode of life b manifest- 
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cd in the course of the all-round strengthening of the 
socialist state and socialist law and order under the 
guidance of the working class and its Marxist-Lent- 
nist party. Included in this concept is the struggle 
against infringements of the law, anti-social behavi¬ 
our, and hooliganism. 

The public, activity of the working people is part 
of what makes their life full. That is why the social¬ 
ist mode of life is characterised by promotion of the 
cause of the working class, dedication to socialism, 
and readiness to guard and defend its gains. 

It is a cardinal, distinctive feature of the policy 
conducted by Marxist-Leninist parties in developing 
the socialist mode of life that simultaneously with the 
growth of their material well-being people's cultural 
and intellectual requirements develop and arc satis¬ 
fied. The socialist mode of life, formed under the 
guidance of the working class and its revolutionary 
party, furnishes convincing evidence of the fact that 
increasing affluence and personal property are not the 
sole purpose <>f life, but are an important means of 
making it still more interesting, a means of facilitat¬ 
ing the further growth of creative abilities and pro¬ 
moting the development of the individual. A definite 
role in the further improvement of the socialist mode 
of life is played by a policy aimed at ensuring the 
harmonious development and satisfaction of people's 
wants, on the one hand, and the development of their 
creative abilities, on the other. This policy multiplies 
the people's creative energies and strengthens the re¬ 
lationship between good work and higher living stan¬ 
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dards, the use of material, cultural and intellectual 
values. 

The social essence of the socialist mode of life con¬ 
sists above all in the following. 

The socialist mode of life, in its class essence, U de¬ 
termined by the interests of the working class. Social¬ 
ist ownership of the means of production, in ils two 
forms, is the groundwork of friendly relations and 
comradely cooperation between members of the daa- 
«.-s and strata of socialist society, on which the organi¬ 
sation of their life and the achievement of their com¬ 
mon interests and aims arc founded. 

The socialist mode of life is formed on the socio¬ 
economic and political foundations of socialism as an 
integral, vital process which comprises people's work 
in material and intellectual production both in town 
and country, their political activity in public organi¬ 
sations or bodies of socialist state authority, as well as 
their activity in other spheres of life, at home, in the 
family, and in their leisure hours. 

The socialist mode of life is no cut-and-dricd state 
of affairs following mechanically from the socialist 
mode of production. It emerges in the course of the 
processes of life, which are naturally marked by con¬ 
tradictions. 

At the same time, the socialist mode of life i< dif¬ 
ferentiated, because socialist society is not yet a class¬ 
ic-. society. Although the workers the peasants, and 
the intelligentsia arc friendly classes, they differ on 
account of their distinctive living and working condi¬ 
tions, occupational activity, and traditions and habits. 
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the service industry is perfected, health protection 
and the organisation of leisure activities are improv¬ 
ed, i.e., emphasis is laid on the qualitative aspects of 
the socialist mode of life as important conditions for 
its further development. 

Another distinctive feature of the formation of the 
socialist mode of life is connected with the principle 
of remuneration according to work performed. So¬ 
cialist society is based on the principle 'from each ac¬ 
cording to his ability, to each according to his work*. 
Tn conformity with this principle, all working people, 
by virtue of their equal relation to the means of 
production, are guaranteed a share of the jointly 
created wealth, differentiated according to the amount 
and quality of their work. 

Applying a uniform yardstick—work performed— 
in determining the shares of different people with 
different individual abilities and levels of skill is the 
only method of distributing the material goods that is 
possible under socialism. It corresponds to the histor¬ 
ical stage of maturity attained by society, to the level 
of the productive forces, and meets the ensuing need 
for using personal material incentives in older to raise 
labour productivity and increase national wealth. 

In socialist society, social conditions are provided 
to an ever greater extent for the full unfolding and 
all-round development of the abilities, talents and 
versatile personalities of the members of society. 

The socialist relations of production and a uniform 
political system form the social basis of the unity of 
the fundamental political, economic and social in- 
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leresti and aims of the socialist countries in shaping 
ihc socialist mode of life. Their uniform Marxist- 
Leninist world outlook, which comprises an under¬ 
standing of the relationship between national and in¬ 
ternational elements in the huildingof socialist society, 
provides opportunities for fuller developing the intel¬ 
lectual world and morality of the working people, 
abolishing national insularity and vestige? of national¬ 
ism, and for taking into account specific national 
conditions and interests expressing commonly recog¬ 
nised characteristics of the socialist mode of life. The 
gradual elimination of historically determined dif¬ 
ferences, above all in levels of economic, development, 
makes the international essence of the socialist mode 
of life ever more obvious. 

Socialist economic integration facilitates the ever 
closer drawing together of the socialist commun¬ 
ity countries. Herein is manifested the dialectic of the 
national and the international in the further consoli¬ 
dation of the socialist mode of life. It concerns above 
all such social processes, guided by the Marxist- 
Leninist parties, as: 

the development of fraternal ties between social¬ 
ist countries and peoples in every area of the life of 
society to further the flourishing and drawing together 
of the socialist nations and the strengthening of the 
socialist community countries; 

■education of the working people in the spirit of 
socialist patriotism, socialist internation alism and pride 
in the achievements scored by socialist society, and 
promotion of diverse forms of international coopera* 
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tion within work collectives and in the socialist emula¬ 
tion and innovators’ movements; 

—the development and enrichment of national 
cultures on the basis of mutual introduction to and 
high appreciation of the achievements, national tradi¬ 
tions and customs of the peoples of the socialist 
countries; 

—active international solidarity with the proleta¬ 
riat fighting against capitalist exploitation and op¬ 
pression, and with the anti-imperialist national libera¬ 
tion movements. 

The emergence and development of the socialist 
inode of life is a significant historical result of the 
struggle waged by the working class under the 
guidance of its Marxist-Leninist party. It is, as it lias 
always been, a struggle for joint action by the work¬ 
ing class, the cooperative jieasanls, the socialist intel¬ 
ligentsia and other working people for a happier life 
for society as a whole and for each of its members. 

2. Public Activity: a Typical Feature 
of the Socialist Mode of Life 


The development of stxialist society and its mode 
of life calk for the continuous extension and improve¬ 
ment of socialist democracy, with the Marxist- 
Leninist party playing the leading role. 

Central to the further improvement of socialist de¬ 
mocracy is the all-round consolidation of the social¬ 
ist stale and its social bale- the alliance of friendly 
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classes and social strata. The steadily growing partici¬ 
pation of the working people in regulating, planning 
and supervising social processes and in raising the ef¬ 
fectiveness of government decisions, as well as further 
development of socialist consciousness and the capa¬ 
city of the individual for implementing socialist de¬ 
mocracy, are characteristic features of the socialist 
mode nf life. 

The Marxist-Leninist parties of the socialist com¬ 
munity countries promote citizens’ creative involve¬ 
ment in various aspects of state administration and 
management of the economy, in the life of society at 
large. I.cnin wrote; ‘It is important for us to draw 
literally all working people into the government of the 
state ... socialism cannot be implemented by a mi¬ 
nority. ... It can be implemented only by t> ih of mil¬ 
lions when they have le uned to do it themselves.* 1 

The progressive and deeply humane character of 
socialist democracy is seen in the development of the 
creative energies of the masses through public activ¬ 
ity, whereby the working class, cooperative farm 
members, the intellectuals and other sections of the 
people turn into makers of history. 

The fact that political and economic power is in the 
hands of the working class and all working people is 
the basis for the development of socialist democracy. 
The problem of democracy is a class problem. The 
working class, which wields political power and is the 


'V. I. Lenin, 'Extraordinary Seventh Congees* of the 
R.C P. B.)', CotUeleJ Wotkt, VoJ. 27, p. 135. 
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producer of most of the national wealth, is the main 
social force in socialist society. 

The growing involvement of the working people in 
government is ensured through the political system of 
socialist society under the guidance of the Marxist- 
Leninist party. 

Concrete historical conditions and national tra¬ 
ditions make it necessary for socialist democracy 
to be implemented creatively, in all its diverse 

forms. 

The working people in the socialist countries are 
drawn into the administration of society mainly 
through: 

—participation in elective representative bodies, in 
the drafting of decisions, and in verification of their 
adoption and execution; 

—membership in mass public organisations, 
especially trade unions, which, in cooperation with 
state bodies, coordinate and give a unified direction 
to the social activity of the working people; 

- -participation in the social activity of work col¬ 
lectives, which play an increasing part in improving 
living and working conditions. 

I ln some socialist countries Bulgaria, Czechoslova¬ 
kia, the GDR) there are democratic parties 
which, in an atmosphere of mutual confidence, 
jointly witli the revolutionary' party of the working 
class, help carry into practice the aims of socia¬ 
lism. 

Social activity is manifested in citizens’ participa¬ 
tion in elective people's representative bodies and 
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their agencies (committees, commissions, working 
groups, etc.j, and in their taking part in the discus¬ 
sion of major laws, e g., discussion of the Constitution 
and other laws which regulate the communal life of 
and relations between citizens. 

Social activity largely develops in work collectives, 
which are the principal cells oi socialist society. As 
they develop socialist emulation, collective work ami 
promote innovations, the work collectives purposefully 
apply the activity and creativity of the working peo¬ 
ple in the process of labour, and in the management 
and planning of the economy. 

Citizen* take an increasing part in public organisa¬ 
tions (trade unions, youth anti women's organisations, 
cultural institutions, etc.), in parents' committees at 
schools, in the administration of socialist justice, iti the 
service sphere and in the work of trade organisation* 
and diverse inspection bodies. Every citizen has the 
right, by submitting an application, of lodging a com¬ 
plaint or making criticisms, to draw the attention of 
state bodies to shortcomings and insist on their living 
collected. 

In some socialist countries, an important form of 
democratic involvement is citizens' participation in 
such democratic organisations as the National Front 
in die GDR, the Patriotic People’s Front in Hungary, 
and so on. Their work is carried on mostly in people's 
neighbourhood* In the Hungarian People's Republic, 
the Patriotic People’s Front lias developed into the 
most extensive movement in the socialist social life. 
One of the principal features of the development 
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of socialist democracy is the growing responsibility 
of state bodies for the economic and social progress of 
their respective areas and territories. 

The organisation of political life under socialism 
as briefly described here, enables citizens to lake part, 
in one form or another and in accordance with their 
inclinations and interests, in the life of society and, 
being conscious of their responsibility for themselves 
and for society as a whole, to devote all their energies 
to it. To quote an example, the elaboration and ful¬ 
filment of reciprocal undertakings in the course of 
socialist emulation is an expression of high democratic 
activity on the part of the working people, and shows 
how every collective and citizen can apply their 
experience and abilities to the best effect for them¬ 
selves and society at large. 

In the GDR {as in other socialist countries) one 
in four citizens is engaged in responsible work for the 
community. 

The almost 200,000 elected deputies of the Peo¬ 
ple's Delegations constitute a great political force. 
This force is seen to be many times greater, if one adds 
to it the over two million citizens doing gratuitous 
work in commissions, activist groups and numerous 
committees; 

450,200 citizens, a third of them women, work in 
80,500 standing commissions and activist groups of 
the local People s Delegations; 

335,000 citizens, including 10,300 women and 
40,000 young people, are members of 17,000 National 
Front committees; 
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63,4*18 citizens have been elected to and arc active 
in 5,124 labour dispute committees in villages, city re¬ 
sidential districts and produces*’ cooperatives; 

50,194 citizens have been elected people's asses¬ 
sors at district and regional courts; 

196,U48 working people belong to commissions, 
committees and other elective bodies of workers' and 
peasants' inspection; 

676,912 mothers and fathers take part in parents' 
committees ami render assistance to general educa¬ 
tion school* in their work.' 

Bourgeois ideologists talk much of so-called change 
in the functions of die capitalist state today. The ‘free 
democratic system’, so-called pluralistic democracy 
and, above all, 'free elections' are praised to the skies 
as expressions of supreme democracy. People are told 
again and again that drey do take part in solving 
matters of national importance since they have the 
opportunity to give preference to one party or 
another. The facts show, however, that the election 
system in the Federal Republic of Germany, as well 
as in the United States and other capitalist countries, 
excludes any tree expression of will by hundieds of 
thousands of voters in elections to bourgeois state 
bodies. The huge machine of die mass media is set in 
motion by the ruling monopoly bourgeoisie so as to 
falsity the voters’ choice. The existing economic and 
political relations of imperialist rule determine in ad- 

1 See: Statiiiucfui jehrbuck dtt DDR, SUAUverlag 
dcr Deutschen Deinokrat:ichcn Republik, Berlin. 1971. 
S. 4-13. 
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vance die limits of bourgeois freedom and equality. 
That is dear from such measures as the ‘emergency 
laws’ and the 'ban on professions’ in the FRG, the 
absence of guarantees of the right to work and viola¬ 
tion of the right to express one's opinion freely. The 
infringement of other fundamental lights serves to 
intensify and extend the dictatorship of the monopol¬ 
ists and is directed against the constitutional rights 
of the overwhelming majority of the people. 

Soviets of People’s Deputies in the UShR, People’s 
Delegations in die GDR (like the bodies of suite 
authority in other socialist countries) are democra¬ 
tically elected bodies in which the working class in an 
alliance with the peasants organised in cooperatives, 
tlie socialist intelligentsia and other sections of the 
working people exercise their power. 

The role of Soviets and of People's Delegations 
increases under the impact of the extending and 
ever more competent participation of the working 
people and work collectives in the management and 
planning «>f economic, social and cultural develop¬ 
ment. 

The development of citizens’ social activity as the 
basic feature of the socialist mode of life implies 
enhancement of deputies' prestige and the establish¬ 
ment of still closer contacts between deputies and the 
working people. It also implies that deputies must 
make use of working people's initiatives and ideas, 
and that the latter must lie reflected in the measures 
conducted by state bodies and in other public acts. 
Through live People's Delegations, the working 
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people are drawn more and more effectively into 
running the affairs of the state. This practice 
also includes a determined struggle against red tape. 

In the GDR. People's Delegation and their depu¬ 
ties concentrate their efforts on creating such mate¬ 
rial, social and cultural conditions as would facilitate 
all-round implementation of the socialist mode of 
life. Achieving a steady rise in the people's living 
standards and cultural level is central to the deputies’ 
work. It is a question of practically combining fur¬ 
ther economic development with tire enhancement 
of the socialist mode of life. 

People'* Delegations must influence economic and 
cultural development still more actively, paying con¬ 
stant attention to increasing the output of consumer 
goods, providing better amenities for towns and vil¬ 
lages and improving living conditions, public educa¬ 
tion, health service.*, tiade, public catering and eve¬ 
ryday services. 

Cooperation between deputies and constituents in 
their respective districts (territories) makes it possible 
to implement creatively and with greater initiative 
this principal goal of the policy pursued by tire Marx- 
i«t-LenifUit parties, taking advantage of progressive 
experience and rational methods of solving these 
tasks. People’s Delegations enhance their role in coor¬ 
dinating and making use of all the economic, politi¬ 
cal, cultural .and intellectual possibilities present in 
given districts (territories) for the further develop¬ 
ment of a socialist way of life, relying on the work 
of public organisations. Their accountability to the 
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working people promotes the development of social 
activity. 

In the process, greater demands are made of pub¬ 
lic organisations. In trade unions, youth and women’s 
organisations, scientific and sports associations, pro¬ 
fessional and cultural unions and other organisations, 
working people join together on a voluntary bans 
for the satisfaction of their political, economic, cultu¬ 
ral, occupational ami athletic interests. Within the 
framework of these organisations, working people take 
advantage of all the varied opportunities which help 
them to gratify their specific interests, inclinations 
and hobbies, improve their skills and spend their free 
time intelligently. 

An important place in the life of socialist society 
belongs to the trade unions. They direct their activi¬ 
ties so as to give the working people an opportunity 
to learn how better to perform their role of architects 
of new social relations. This means that the leading 
working class exerts a substantial influence on the 
econnmy and public life through the tiade unions, 

•Tire work of the trade unions directly furthers the 
exercise of democracy in production, the basic sphere 
in which man’s creative efforts arc applied. 

'The trade unions have the task above all of pro¬ 
tecting the rights and interests of the working peo¬ 
ple, and actively dealing with everyday, social ques¬ 
tions. But they would be unable to do much in this 
sphere if production did not develop, and if 1 (hour 
discipline and labour productivity did not rise. It ii 
precisely because our trade unions are dedicated to 

TO* 
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the working man’s interests that their duty U to show 
concern for boosting production.’ 1 

Factory covin ils or standing production conferen¬ 
ces arc tin effective form of working people’s partici¬ 
pation in nmnirig production and in planning. In 
the Soviet Union, there arc roughly 130,200 standing 
production conferences in which 5.5 million working 
people take part. They arc guided by trade union 
branches and are empowered to hear management 
reports ami make recommendations on the organisa¬ 
tion of production, wages, production quota*, work¬ 
ing conditions and the improvement of working 
people’s living conditions and cultural services. 

Under the Constitution of the GDR the Confede¬ 
ration of Free German Trade Unions is authorised to 
take part in dealing with problems connected with the 
work and life of the working jxrople. Thus, all socio¬ 
political measures are the result of joint decisions by 
the SUPG Central Committee, the GDR Council of 
Ministei* ami the Trade Union Confederation 
Board. The Trade Union Confederation enjoy* the 
light of legislative initiative. 

In the Hungarian People’s Republic, the trade 
unions enjoy the right to be consulted in matters con¬ 
cerning the appointment or dismissal of factory man¬ 
agers. They can veto management decisions contra¬ 
vening socialist labour legislation or the principles of 
socialist morality. The trade unions take part in the 

• Documents and lieiolulicns, XXVth Centrtit of ike 
CFSU, p. 101. 
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distribution of enterprises' funds that goto meet 
dre working people's social, cultural and other needs. 
The Hungarian trade unions have a membership ac¬ 
counting for 94 per cent of the gainfully employed 
population. The trade unions in the Bulgarian Peo¬ 
ple’s Republic, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 
and the other socialist countries exert an influence on 
the socialist mode of life in similar ways. 

The trade unions use socialist emulation to concen¬ 
trate the working people's efforts on successfully ful¬ 
filling the national economic plans. In September 
1975, the working people of the Soviet Union marked 
the 40th Anniversary of the St iklumovitc movement. 
This event Jet off new initiatives and moves fee im¬ 
plementing the Tenth Five-Year Plan. Emulation 
increasingly helps raise the efficiency of production 
and improve the living conditions of the working 
people and their opportunities for wholesome leisure. 

Of the more than 8,000,000 trade unionists in the 
GDR, 2,000,000 perform responsible functions as 
elected representatives. Among them arc 250,848 
chairmen of trade union primary branches who play 
an active role in solving different problems connected 
with ideological, political and educational work con¬ 
ducted at enterprises. 

As a remit of the efforts of numerous activists work¬ 
ing on a voluntary basis and of representative! in 
elective bodies of state authority, as well as by means 
of suggestions and criticisms <>n the performance of 
state and public bodies, tlw uade unions take a prom¬ 
inent part in the life of society. To represent trade 
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union interests under socialism means to help bring 
about a state of affairs where even' working person 
takes part in management and planning and lias 
every suggestion submitted by him or her considered 
attentively and efficiently. 

W© have already mentioned that there are active- 
socialist popular movements in a number of so¬ 
cialist counti ies, e.g., the Patriotic People’s Front in 
Hungary, the National Front in the OSSR and the 
ODR. 

Describing the role of the National Front in the 
GSSR. Gustav llusak said that it ‘will continue to 
ho a tested form of our political system. The National 
Front, with its numerous constituent organisations, 
creates all the necessary prerequisites for the real¬ 
isation of the most diverse interests, activity and 
initiative of citizens and their participation in guid¬ 
ing and managing the affairs of society, and. si¬ 
multaneously, for uniting their efforts in tin* building 
of socialism. Through the political parties and other 
organisations of the National Front, practically every 
citizen of the OSvSR has the opportunity to cxerci'e 
Ids political rights anti freedoms. The National 
Front is a broad platform of socialist democracy 
whkh we shall develop and perfect.’ 1 

Within the framework of such national popular 
movements the forces of the people unite in keeping 
with its fundamental interests. 

• See: ATrii Cwtjjfrtt 0/ On C.rCz. Pr«f s -MC, 12-16 Ap¬ 
ril 1976, p. D'* firs Russian). 
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Thus, the working people in the socialist countries 
arc learning to shoulder, ever more resolute’.) and 
efficiently, the responsibility for solving the problems 
facing society. As a result, creative cooperation and 
participation in planning and management become 
an essential characteristic of the socialist mode of 
life. 

3. The Socialist Mode 
of IJff and Human Needs 

In socialist society, human needs and their sat¬ 
isfaction ever more clearly serve as the starting point 
of economic, political, social, and cultural regulation. 
Tins objectively follows from the essence of socialism 
and is therefore characteristic of the new mode of 
life. ‘Socialism alone will make possible the wide 
expansion of social production and distribution on 
scientific lines and their actual subordination to the 
aim of easing the lives of the working people and of 
improving their welfare as much as possible. Social- 
fan alone can achieve this. And wc know that it must 
achieve this, and in the understanding of this truth 
lies the whole complexity and the whole strength o! 

Marxism.’ 1 t , 

An aim at broad as this can only be achieved in 
the cotnse of a long historical process. At the various 


‘ V. I. Leniit, Speech at the First Congress of Etcnom- 
sc Councils, May 2b, 1918’, CoUtfttd Work*, Vol. 2-, 
P . Ill, 
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stages of social development under socialism, llie 
policy o* the communist and workers' parties is fo¬ 
cused on the needs whose satisfaction is of fundamen¬ 
tal, vital significance to the life and further develop* 
rtient of the working class and its allies. This started 
with Lenin's Decrees on Peace 1 ami on Land*. 
Such an approach is also expressed in the documents 
of party congresses in the fraternal socialist countries 
which state that the major task is to satisfy ever 
more fully the growing requirements of the working 
people. 

It is indisputable that already today socialism 
effectively satisfies the working people’s vital 
need* on the basis of a policy of peace and social 
progress. 

Fm the first time in history, a situation has arisen 
in which friendly classes and social strata regard so¬ 
ciety’s aims as their own and see a guarantee of 
their implementation in the building and further 
improvement of a developed socialist society. Tins 
tendency, in the context of the developing socialist 
mode of life, in no sense implies any uniformity of 
interests and needs of citizens. On the contrary, it 

1 i he Decree 0*1 Peace was tire firxt to be mued by the 
Soviet Government. It proposed that the ifovrinniertb con¬ 
cerned immediately start talks or. a general peace without 
annexations and indemnities. 

' The Decree On Land, one of the first decrees c! the 
Soviet Government, defined new principles of tnndownenliip 
mid land use. Private landowners hip wju* abolished; land 
could not he sold, leased or mort gaged; all land was pro¬ 
claimed to be the property of the people. 
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promotes the all-round unfolding of the abilities 
and talents of the individual for the benefit of each 
person and the whole of socialist society. 

What, then, arc the fundamental requirements 
involved in this process, and what is being done for 
their taller satisfaction? 

Of course, Marx pointed out the simple fact that 
mankind must first of all cat. drink, have shelter and 
clothing, before it can pursue politics, science, art, 
religion, etc.; and that, consequently, the production 
of the immediate material means of subsistence forms 
the foundation 1 on the basis of which .all the other 
aspects of social life must he explained. In this 3cnse, 
wc distinguish the material and the cultural and 
intellectual requirements of society and individuals. 

lire communist and workers* parlies of the social¬ 
ist countries proceed from the needs the satisfaction 
of which is regarded by most of the working people 
as being of particular importance to tteir physical, 
social, political, cultural, and intellectual develop¬ 
ment. This refers first of all to stable and iirntly 
guaranteed satisfaction of the basic material needs for 
shelter, food, clothing, everyday services, schools, 
hospitals, etc. In this respect, the socialist countries 
map out the principal goals of their economic stra¬ 
tegy way into the future. The supreme goal has al¬ 
ways been the steady rise of living and cultural stan¬ 
dards. Simultaneously iltey determine the ways and 

' Src: F. F,nge!« 'Speech nt the Graveddc of Karl 
Marx', ini K Marx And F. En$eb. S<lecUd in three 

volume*, V'oL 3, p. 162. 
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mean* towards this end. Among them are ensuring 
the dynamic, balanced development of social produc¬ 
tion, raising its efficiency, speeding up the progress of 
science and technology, increasing labour productiv¬ 
ity. and improving the quality of work in the whole 
of the national economy as well as in individual in* 
dustrics. 

Such unity of aspirations and efforts in this sphere 
shows the universal character of the objective law 
of increasing needs. Under socialism, this law is for 
the first time applied methodically and consciously 
for man's good, operating under essentially new con¬ 
ditions in a developed socialist society. This provides 
the best example, of the responsibility evinced bv 
each socialist country in employing the avail able 
possibilities as fully as possible in the interests of in 
own people and the entire socialist community. It 
also shows the immense potentialities present for 
developing a mode of life at high material and cul¬ 
tural level, while making use of socialist economic 
integration for the good of the socialist community 
as a whole and each particular country. The lofty hu¬ 
manitarian aim of better satisfying growing material 
and cultural requirements makes high demands on 
every worker in terms of conscientious, efficient 
work. In contrast to capitalism, where the working 
people’s labour inevitably causes more intensive stra¬ 
tification of society, the poor becoming poorer and 
the rich richer, under socialism the working people 
know at lust hand that they themselves reap the 
results of their work. The peaceful, emancipated, 


creative labour of millions in all the fraternal social¬ 
ist countries U a source of increasing well-being, of 
hotter living and working conditions, and of notable 
achievements in health protection, education and 
culture, i.c., of all that contributes to the formation 
and all-round development of the individual, and 
the improvement of the socialist way of life. Socially 
guaranteed and increasingly creative labour, which 
is the baits of the socialist mode of life, gradually 
becomes a vital necessity. 

There Is no disputing the fact that one can only 
consume what was created by labour. If you want 
to live better, you must work belter. That is an old 
truth that still holds. So, in socialist society, each mem¬ 
ber must contribute by his work, depending on his 
abilities to the growing prosperity of society. The so¬ 
cialist principle of distribution according to work 
done and the ever better satisfaction of citizens’ re¬ 
quirements arc closely interrelated. 

This is how Marx described the meaning of this 
principle in the first phase of the communist social 
formation: ’Accordingly, the individual producer 
receives back from society—after the deductions have 
been made—exactly what he gives to it What he 
has given to it is his individual quantum of labour.... 
Hie equality consists in the fact that measurement 
is made with an equal ttandaul, labour. 1 In contrast 
to the profit-motivated basis of distribution under 

> k. Marx, l Engels, ‘Marginal Notes to the fri^rani- 
nw of the German Workers’ Party', in: K. Marx and Y En¬ 
gels, Selected Wvrls, in Uuec volumes, Vol. 3, pp. 17, 18. 
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capitalism, this new principle of distribution expres¬ 
ses a profoundly humane objective and the concrete 
social justice existing under socialism. It selves to 
satisfy material, cultural and intellectual require¬ 
ments ami engenders new incentives not known in 
i n 1 i 1 Simultaneously, new Dt h grad¬ 
ually appear, e.g., the need to derive satisfaction 
from one’s work, to take an active part in every¬ 
thing that goes on in life and work, to help and 
cooperate with others, to improve one’s skills, and 
numerous oilier needs. One’s personal interest—ma¬ 
terial and moral—in the results of production is en¬ 
hanced by socialist emulation, which increases one’s 
desire to work according to one’s abilities and deve¬ 
lop them furllier. However, not all social differences 
essential to one's private way of life, which spring 
from different personal circumstances such as the 
number of dependants in the family, can bo over¬ 
come in the first phase, under socialism. This gives 
rise to non-antagonistic contradictions, which can 
only be overcome gradually as labour is increasingly 
socialised and its productivity rises. The overcoming 
of these contradictions is guaranteed by distribution 
according to work done, all prerequisites being pro¬ 
vided for the development and employment of man’s 
abilities. 

This aim is served by a steady rise in personal 
earned incomes, which are the main source of citi- 
wns’ material well-being in the socialist countries. 
Between 1970 ami 1975, real wages and salaries 
increased by 16-20 per cent in the CMEA countries. 
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rising as much as 41 per cent in Poland. Increases 
in real wages arc simultaneously promoted to a great 
extent by the steady growth of sue i,il funds and their 
use for the satisfaction of citizens' needs. With the 
help of social funds, better conditions arc provided 
for the turthei development of the socialist mode of 
life. 

In all socialist countries, the socialist principle of 
distribution according to work done is fundamental 
to the formation of a socialist way of life. 

In considering the gains of socialism with respect 
to the satisfaction of vita! material needs, one can see 
that they are the remit of hard work which often 
has to be carried out under difficult conditions. 

One example of the satisfaction of people's needs 
is the expansion of housing construction. In the five 
years between 1971 and 1975 the CMEA countries 
built an average of 8.3 Hats per 1,000 persons: 6.8 
Hats in Poland. 7.2 in the GDR ami Romania, 8.4 in 
Hungary, and 8.7 ami 8.9 respectively in Czechoslo¬ 
vakia and the USSR. 

Over the same period, the corresponding figures 
were 6.3 and 5.6 Hats per 1,000 persons in the EEC 
countries ami the USA respectively. 

If in addition om* considers the fact that, regard- 
less of all construction activity, there are in the 
I'RG, for example, over 500,000 persons registered as 
homeless and forced to live in miserable hovels, 
while about 300,000 comfortable new flats stay un- 
tenanted on account of exorbitant rents, it will be 
easy to draw conclusions about that particular mode 
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of life. This corroborates once again the words of 
Lngcls that the solution of the homing problem lies 
in the ‘abolition of the capitalist mode of production 
and the appropriation of all the means of subsistence 
and instruments of labour «*y tbe working class itself. 1 
Capitalism is incapable of solving the housing prob¬ 
lem in the interests of the working people. 

Low and stable rents have become a matter of 
course in the socialist countries. 

In the USSR, rents, including lighting, kitchen 
gas, heating and water supply, amount, as a rule, to 
4 or j per cent of a family’s income, and to 4.5 pci 
cent of the income of a family of four in the GDR. 
In the FRG, these expenditures make up about 20.8 
per cent of a family’s income, and they keep growing 
at that. 

The working people of the socialist countries, led 
by the communist and workers' parties, are using all 
kinds of state, cooperative, individual and factory 
housing construction to carry out an old aim of the 
working-class revolutionary struggle, having put the 
solution of the housing problem, as a social problem, 
at the hub of their social programmes. 

Nevertheless, the solution of the housing problem 
as a social one, the satisfaction of the vital treed for 
housing in the interests of promoting the socialist 
inode of life, is not confined merely to the construc¬ 
tion and distribution of comfortable flats, to be had 

1 F, Engels, ‘The Housing Question', in: K. Marx and 
F. Engels, StUcUd Work. s, in three volumes, Vd. 2, Mos¬ 
cow, p. 353. 
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at low and stable rents. Since the quality of satisfac¬ 
tion of this basic need has a great effect on the fur¬ 
ther development of all aspects of life, socialist solu¬ 
tions involve the simultaneous construction of so¬ 
cial amenities, viz., kindeigartens and cr^che-S, 
schools, old people's homes, medical and services 
establishments, supermarkets, and cultural and sport 
facilities. 

The C.Y1LA countries use from 10 to IR p^r cent 
of all capita] investments in die economy to provide 
such material prerequisites of the socialist mode of 
life. 

Tlie all-round concern shown by socialist society 
for citizens’ health and physical, intellectual and so¬ 
cial development is of great importance for the better 
satisfaction of their needs and hence to the further 
improvement of the socialist mode of life. The prin¬ 
ciple that rules in capitalist society is ‘a poor man 
lives but a short time’. There, working men and 
women in urgent need of medical treatment forego 
it for fear nf losing their jobs. 

In the capitalist countries today extensive measures 
arc under way for switching to an overt offensive on 
social spending. In Great Britain and the FRG cuts 
have been made in health insurance. Hospital meals 
and medicines are scrimped and patients checked 
out before their time. Similar measures arc contem¬ 
plated in France and Denmark. 

In socialist society, it has lung been a matter of 
course that care for citizens’ health is extensive, all¬ 
round and free, society bearing the expenses. The 
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broad system of measures extends to all areas of 
medical care, from maternity consultation services 
to careful concern for the aged In 1976, there were 
71 hospital beds per 10,000 persons in Poland, 86 in 
Jiulgaiia, 81 in Hungary, about 78 in Czechoslova¬ 
kia, about 89 in Romania, 108 in the GDR, and 119 
in the Soviet Union. The number of doctors per 
10,COO persons is 16 in Romania, 22 in Poland, 
almost 26 in Bulgaria, 33 in the USSR, and 20 in the 
Mongolian People's Republic, The people’s better 
health, high life expectancy (72.6-74.3 years for 
women and 64-68.6 for men) and a very low infant 
mortality are the results of this policy pursued for the 
good of man. 

In the developed capitalist countries, doctors’ fees, 
the cost of hospital treatment and the prices of medi- 
i ines are rising continually. The obstacles this raises to 
the satisfaction of prime human needs are obvious. 

In developed socialist society', one’s desire to main¬ 
tain one's health and ability to work till late in life 
receives effective support. The numerous social 
measures taken towards this end include systematic 
education and propagation of a healthy diet and reg¬ 
ular hours making for physical fitness and mental 
balance. A special role in this belongs to the all¬ 
round improvement of living and working conditions 
and elimination of arduous and health hazardous 
jobs. 

The all-round development of physical culture, 
sport and leisure also helps lay a solid material foun¬ 
dation for the further promotion of the socialist mode 
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of life. The steadfast policy o: better and better 
satisfying the people's basic material, cultural and 
intellectual requirements will be continued in step 
with the further formation and improvement of de¬ 
veloped socialist society at an ever higher level and 
in line with society’s growing economic possibilities. 

The steady growth in living standards also make* 
for less drudgery in the home and more wholesome 
ways of spending leisure time. 

The Marxm-Lcnintst parties and the socialist 
states consistently follow the dictum that the socialist 
mode of life cannot develop nor can a developed so¬ 
cialist society be built unless the people's material 
needs arc satisfied to an ever greater extent. The 
orientation towards a fuller satisfaction of material 
needs in no sense implies any restriction or underesti¬ 
mation of the cultural, intellectual and social needs 
of the working people. Proceeding from the satisfac¬ 
tion of material needs as the indispensable basis of 
the socialist mode of life, it has become possible for 
the first time in history to ensure plan-based satisfac¬ 
tion of the growing cultural, intellectual and social 
requirements of all citizens. The results achieved in 
the process arc an expression of the advantages of 
socialism. 

Under socialism, men's cultural, intellectual and 
social needs arc linked with their material needs. 
The satisfaction of vital, basic material wants, as 
well as the production of the means thereof, is deter¬ 
mined by the social possibilities of socialist society. 
A related problem is protection of the environment, 
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as an iiulUpeusable condition of citizens’ wholesome 
recreation and good health. 

The Marxist-Leninist parties of the socialist coun¬ 
tries, which arc guided by the same principles, pursue, 
in keeping with concrete conditions, a unified eco¬ 
nomic and social policy so as to perfect the socialist 
mode of life. 

This policy aims at creating favourable condition* 
which would allow all citizens, both at work and in 
the family circle, to satisfy more fully their growing 
cultural and intellectual requirements, consistent with 
the socialist mode of life. 

Consequently, the satisfaction of material, cultur¬ 
al and intellectual requirements is an integral part 
of the socialist mode of life. In this sense, the socialist 
mode of life is inconceivable without either a steadily 
better satisfaction of reasonable material needs or a 
full intellectual life, without a developed socialist 
consciousness. 

Organising the interaction between the material, 
cultural and intellectual spheres constitutes a new 
historical task. It consists, on the one hand, in mak¬ 
ing the growing labour productivity in socialist so¬ 
ciety, and hence the growing well "being of aii citi¬ 
zens, serve the all-round development of abilities and 
talents for the benefit of each individual and the 
whole of society, and, on the other, in ensuring that 
the satisfied needs engender fresh initiatives aimed 
at making the socialist economy more efficient and 
perfecting the vital processes occurring in society at 
large. 
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Naturally, in dealing with this complex interac¬ 
tion one has to cope with numerous contradictions. 
Not all goes without a hitch, without certain temp¬ 
orary setbacks. Therefore, the practical realisation 
of the afore-mentioned aim demands that everything 
should be done for the benefit of the people, to 
booit the activity of the working people in the eco¬ 
nomic, political, social, cultural and intellectual 
fields. This requires a growth in social awareness 
based on a scientific foundation, an awareness which 
itself spells the satisfaction of a major intellectual 
need. 

An indispensable condition here is the ideological 
work conducted by the Marxist-Leninist party and 

i the socialist state. This work helps die working peo¬ 
ple to become aware of their complex and varied 
needs and to see what concrete steps, starting with 
material production and ending with the implemen¬ 
tation of the socialist principles of distribution, 
should be taken 10 as to provide, by socialist methods, 

i for the satisfaction of requirements which are repro¬ 
duced and developed in the very process of it. It would 
be hard to overestimate the importance of socialist 
consciousness in organising the working people's ef¬ 
forts in all branches of the economy so as to make 
combination of the interests of the individual, group 
and society a motive force of social progress. 

At the 25th CPSU Congress General Secre¬ 
tary of the CC CPSU Leonid Brezhnev said in this 
connection: ‘But it is necessary that the growth of ma¬ 
terial opportunities should be constantly accompanied 
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by a growth in our people’s ideological, moral and cul¬ 
tural level. Otherwise wc may have relapses into the 
philistine, petty-bourgeois mentality. This should not 
be lost sight of. 

' The higher the level of our society in its develop¬ 
ment, the more intolerable arc the still occurring 
departures from the socialist rules of morality. Ac¬ 
quisitiveness. proprictaiy tendencies, hooliganism, red 
tape and indifference to one’s fellow humans run 
against the very grain of our system. In combating 
such phenomena, there is a need to make full use of 
the opinion of the working collective, criticism in the 
press, methods of persuasion and the force of the 
law—all the instruments at our disposal.’ 1 

Ensuring the steady growth of the socialist eco¬ 
nomy and making production more efficient inevi¬ 
tably require an immense effort. But this is the sole, 
indispensable and dependable basis for the further 
balanced growth of living standards, and hence the 
satisfaction of the grossing material, cultural and 
intellectual needs. The socialist organisation of labour 
extends the vocialist character of the satisfaction of 
the requirements of man and society. 

This meant, in the first place, that the ever greater 
opportunities for the satisfaction of needs should be¬ 
nefit those, above all, who make a major contribution 
to material production. This refers especially to the 
needs of the working class and their satisfaction in 


1 Documtnh and Rttolutions. XX\'tk Congrtu of 
CPSU, p. 94. 
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accordance with its growing contribution to produc¬ 
tion, social role, and responsibility, but does not mean 
that the needs of the other classes and sections are 
overlooked. 

Linked with this aspect of the balanced develop¬ 
ment of the socialist character of the satisfaction of 
needs is another essential problem, namely, that all 
working people should earn the means necessary for 
the satisfaction of their needs by socialist methods, 
i.e., that they should be unable to derive unearned 
income. This means that an interrelationship be¬ 
tween production and the satisfaction of needs in so¬ 
cialist society is established and regulated through 
consistently applying the socialist principle of distri¬ 
bution according to work done. Consistent implemen¬ 
tation of the principle ‘From each according to his 
ability, to each according to his work’ is a potent 
driving force of economic and social progress. 

This principle rests on the objective economic laws 
of socialism and is, therefore, an objective necessity 
in socialist society. Its operation cannot be changed 
arbitrarily nor can the communist principle of distri¬ 
bution according to needs be ‘introduced* premature¬ 
ly. In his Critique of ihe Gotha Programme, Marx 
pointed out the conditions necessary for later passing 
on to the communist principles of distribution, viz-, 
overcoming the individual's subordination to the 
division of labour; abolishing the antithesis between 
mental work and physical labour; making work a 
prime vital necessity; and, of course, 'after the pro¬ 
ductive forces have also increased with the all-round 
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development of the individual, and all the springs of 
cooperative wealth flow more abundantly., , n 

Thus, a steady application of the socialist principle 
<»f distribution according to work done is the only, as 
well as the best, possible way to provide the condi¬ 
tions for passing gradually to the higher stage of 
development described by Marx. 

It is the source of the people’s growing affluence, 
as a result of their personal, socially useful labour 
recognised by society. 

Thus, the confidence drat die working people have 
on the strength of their own experience in that 
in socialist society their work serves the satisfaction of 
their own and social needs and interests is an im¬ 
portant advantage of existing socialism, which pro. 
motes the historic advance of socialist society along 
the road of progress and further flourishing. 

4. Working Time, and Free Time, Marriage 
and the Family, Education and Cuftur,- 
Lfnder the Socialist Mode of Life 

The socialist mode of life develops as the working 
man’s way of life at work and in his free time. Doing 
part of the life of an individual, working time, 
through its content, i.c., the character of the work 
and the relations in the work collective, influences 
his behaviour in his free time. 

1 Karl Mane, 'Critique of the Ooiha Programme 1 , in: 
K. Marx and F. Engels, Selected W'vtkt, in three volumes, 

Vol. 3, p. 19. 


SOCIALIST MODE OF LIFE 327 

Production activity is closely linked with educa¬ 
tion and culture. In socialist society, they are not a 
privilege of the few but are shared in common by all 
members of society. The further socialism develops, 
the more opportunities it affords the working people 
for general education and technical training, and the 
greater the extent to which socialist culture is embo¬ 
died iu the people's way of life. 

WORKING TIME AND FREE TIME 

Under socialism, socially useful labour and one’s 
personal part in the labour process arc held in high 
esteem by society. The most valuable trait of human 
character under socialism is man's profound re¬ 
spect for work. One’s own honest work and respect 
for the work of other' and lor the result*, of this work 
arc an integral part of socialist consciousness. There nei¬ 
ther is, nor can there lie, any other way of attaining 
personal well-being; there neither is, nor can there lie, 
any other cause of moral satisfaction and social pres¬ 
tige, besides one’s own work and services rendered to 
the people, the state, and socialism. 

This is the basis on which the correlation between 
working and free time develops under socialism. In 
the CSSR, over the years of building socialism, work¬ 
ing time ha3 decreased to 42.5 hours a week, and tor 
shift workers, to 41.5 horns. In the USSR, the work¬ 
ing week is 41 hours, and in the GDR, 43.75 hoors. 

With a minimum holiday of 18 weekdays two 
weekly days off, and legal holidays during the calen- 
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dar year, most of the working people have 129 clays 
free from work, which they devote to rest, social acti¬ 
vities, physical culture and sport, further education, 
etc. 

In the course of the scientific and technological re¬ 
volution. work i«, on the one hand, constantly enriched 
with creative elements and made easier through 
mechanisation and elimination of arduous jobs. On 
the other hand, with the change over to large-scale 
production, assembly-line methods and the organisa¬ 
tion of production processes on the basis of division of 
labour, work tends to become monotonous. These 
circumstance*, and the objective need for the further 
intensification of all production processes, affect free 
time, loo. 

The intellectual growth and social activity of the 
working people arc also promoted by various opportu¬ 
nities for skill improvement and participation in so¬ 
cial lile. Relations of mutual assistance and support 
develop in the process of work. The middle-aged are 
also enabled to pursue various jobs in accordance 
with their wishes. 

Since under socialism the working people them¬ 
selves arc the owners of the means of production, for 
the first time in human history, it becomes possible to 
reproduce labour power through an intelligent use of 
free time towards this end. Thus, a study of industrial 
workers' free time in the GDR and Other socialist 
countries indicates the priority of leisure requirements 
and activities directly connected with the reproduc¬ 
tion of labour power, such as physical relaxation, 
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vigorous outdoor exercise, varied intellectual activi¬ 
ties, and so on. The working people’s new social sta¬ 
tus and versatile cultural needs under socialism are 
evidenced by the wide range of varied social activi¬ 
ties they pursue in their free time and the longer 
time they spend on getting an education, improving 
their '.kills, and pursuing art and all sorts of hobbies. 

Of great importance to leisure is the abundance 
of cultural and intellectual benefits placed at man's 
disposal by art, the mass media and cultural institu¬ 
tions. A problem that arises here is that cultural in¬ 
stitutions, as well as the volume and standards of ar¬ 
tistic output, do not always meet the people’s con¬ 
stantly growing and varied cultural requirements. 

Thus, in the course of building a developed social¬ 
ist society the task arises of providing not only lon¬ 
ger free time, but also greater and more varied 
opportunities for its intelligent use. 

THE FAMILY AND MARRIAGE 

Under socialism, the family is the basic kind of 
human community. The communist and workers* 
parties see the promotion of stable family relations 
as a major aim of their policy. 

Social relations as a whole provide the foundation 
for tire socially secure existence of families under 
socialism. In socialist society, for the first time in 
history, the objective social prerequisites have emerged 
which have made it possible for family relations 
to develop without cither economic dependence or 
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social privileges. These relations usually rest on mut¬ 
ual love and respect, equality of the spouses and the 
parents' concern for their childien and their proper 
upbringing. Such hangovers of former family rela¬ 
tions as the authoritarian position of the head of the 
family, the subordinate position of women, insula¬ 
tion of the family from social influences, and obsolete 
patriarchal, feudal and prc-fcudal traditions are 
being eliminated on the basis of the new social rela¬ 
tions, the traditions of the socialist mode of life, and 
working-class ideology and morality. 

The close-knit socialist family exerts a strong in¬ 
fluence on the life of society. The family surround¬ 
ings and the moral atmosphere of the family give an 
impulse to the development of the socialist individ¬ 
ual and the socialist mode of life. Love and rela¬ 
tions between the sexes under socialism are part of 
a full life. They become natural signs of the cultural 
level of socialist individuals. Lenin stressed that ‘com¬ 
munism ought to bring with it not asceticism but 
joy of life and good cheer called forth, among other 
things, by a life replete with love’. 1 

The new, socialist family relations cannot take 
shape independently of the practical solution of di¬ 
verse social problems. Pursuing one’s calling and 
making progress in it, engaging in social work and 
improving one's skills, bringing tip children and, above 
all, influencing their general education and cha- 


1 Klara Zetkin, My Reeodtetiof n of L«»in, Forcing Lan¬ 
guages Publishing House, Msko-v, 1916. p. 61 
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i-acter formation, all these factors make exacting de¬ 
mands on all members of the family. From them 
spring numerous duties and obligations which re* 
quire much time and effort on the part of parents, 
and if both husband and wife woik, which is the 
case in most families, they can cope with them suc¬ 
cessfully and maintain the family's well-being only by 
sharing them, helping and supporting each other, and 
making full use of puhlic catering and other services 
provided by society. 

Roth social and personal interest in a stable and 
full family life stems, among other things, from the 
problems associated with the upbringing of children. 
Concern for children is typical of socialist society. 
Children arc the meaning and happiness of married 
life. To bring them up healthy and cheerful so¬ 
cialist individuals is a responsible public duty which 
parents in socialist society carry out jointly with 
teachers, socialist childrens and youth organisations, 
and the public at large. 

The Mnrxut-Leniniit parties and socialist states 
show particular concern for large families. Apart 
from considerable material aid, such families aho 
enjoy public recognition and arc held in great esteem 
in socialist society. 

The socialist state promotes a harmonious develop¬ 
ment of family relations. It systematically increases 
social consumption funds, improves living and work¬ 
ing conditions for mothers, and concerns itself with 
children's education and upbringing. This does not 
absolve families from their own responsibility in 
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bringing up their children and making good use of 
the opportunities they have. 

The equal legal status of both parents greatly 
enriches family life. This equality gradually wipes 
out the old pattern of family responsibilities. Both 
husband and wife are equally responsible for looking 
after and bringing up their children and share house¬ 
work. Women’s professional activities, an impor¬ 
tant expression of actual equality, exert a decisive 
influence on the shaping of socialist relations in the 
family. In the home, however, this process does not 
always go smoothly cither for men or for women. 
Despite a greater tendency towards a fair distribution 
of duties among family members, the burden of look¬ 
ing after the children and tire home falls mainly on 
women. Therefore, the socialist state and public or¬ 
ganisations spare no efforts to make it easier for 
women to take care of their home and children. 

Much is being done in the socialist countries to 
stabilise family relations, duly prepare young people 
fur married life, and give assistance to families con¬ 
cerning the birth and br inging up of children. The 
social measures include maternity leaves of several 
months (before and after childbirth), maternity and 
family allowances, and gratuitous medical care for 
expectant mothers and mothers. These measures arc 
intended to boost the birth rate, and they yield good 
results. In the GSSR, for example, the birth rate in 
1971-75 was 22 per cent higher than in 1966-70, 
placing the OSSR third in Europe in that respect, 

Family growth is greatly influenced by the improvc- 
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rnent of living conditions as vast housing construc¬ 
tion programmes are. carried out in all the socialist 
countries. The Marxist-Lcninist parties and social¬ 
ist community countries *ee the building lip of the 
family as a major objective of their policy aimed at 
improving living standards and cultural conditions. 

Socialist society provides favourable prerequisites 
for the family, but much depends on its members 
themselves. The development of the family is above 
all the responsibility of the spouses themselves. Some¬ 
times Conflicts arise which result in divorce. There 
may be numerous specific reasons for divorce. 
Yet ei common characteristic is that, since marriage 
is free from economic dependence, material ami 
properly considerations aie hardly ever involved. 
Greater mutual demands are made by the spouses 
on each other concerning the organisation of 
their life, its content, and the quality of conjugal re¬ 
lations. 

Socialist family and marital relations presuppose a 
community of aims in life, regular intellectual inter¬ 
course, understanding of each other's problems, and 
interest in the work and social activities of the other 
members of the family, besides one’s own. These re¬ 
lations rest on joint organisation of free time, mut¬ 
ual confidence, support and respect for each mem¬ 
ber of the family as an individual. Family life filled 
with intellectual content and marked by a high liv¬ 
ing standard is an important aspect of the socialist 
mode of life. 
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EDUCATION UNDER SOCIALISM 

According to the latest figures of the UN Food 
and Agricultural Organisation, the Earth u inhabit* 
cd by about 4,000 million people. More than 8CO 
million of them are illiterate (740 million in 1960). 
The number of people who can neither lead not 
write will probably keep growing, says the FAO sur¬ 
vey. In the USA, for example, 13 per cent of the 
total adult population is illiterate. Forty per cent— 
about 250 million—of all children on tire globe be¬ 
tween the ages of six and thirteen (800,000 in die 
United States) cannot attend school. These disgrace¬ 
ful facts of capitalist reality express die vices of that 
social system in the social sphere. 

The developing countries currently account for GO 
per cent ol the earth's illiterates. The latter make up 
46.8 per cent of the population in Asia, 73.7 per 
cent in the Arab and African countries, and 23.6 per 
cent in Latin America (UN statistics). 

An example of a cardinal solution of this problem 
is provided by the socialist countries. After the Octob¬ 
er Revolution, one of the first measures of the young 
Soviet Republic was to set up, in 1920, a commission 
to combat illiteracy. (There were about 10U million 
illiterates in the country at that time.) Illiteracy was 
stamped out in an exceedingly short time. As early 
as 1939, there were 15.9 million Soviet citizens Ijoast- 
ing a higher and secondary {complete on incomplete) 
education. There were 126.1 million such persons 
in 1977. 
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Cuba, the first socialist country in Latin America, 
brought the proportion of illiterates down to 4 per 
cent in ten years, and today has eliminated illiteracy 
completely. The socialist community countries have 
not only done away with illiteracy but simultaneously 
attained a much higher level in education than the 
capitalist countries. 

The socialist countries, in the course of building 
a developed socialist society, set out to improve the 
results attained during die cultural revolution. The 
socialist community countries arc at present carrying 
out a change-over to universal secondary education. 
New differentiated forms of secondary education arc 
being introduced with a view to developing chil¬ 
dren's abilities and talents. Specialised secondary and 
higher education, as well as the adult education sys¬ 
tem, arc being methodically expanded in accordance 
with greater social requirements and opportunities. 
This is one of die conditions providing for man’s all¬ 
round development in socialist society, greater social 
activity on the part of the working peoplr, ami the 
upgrading of occupational and specialised know¬ 
ledge and skills. 

The Marxist-Leninist parties, taking account of 
the social significance of these measures, determine 
the lines along which education and culture should 
he developed in the socialist community countries. 
Thus, the Bulgarian Communist Party, at its 11th 
Cotigress, defined the targets in the area of public 
education as follows: ‘During the five-year period, to 
complete, in the main, die switch-over to universal 
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secondary education. To ensure conditions for all 
young people to integrally combine instruction, cre¬ 
ative development and efficient work. To pay more 
attention to the vocational orientation of youth. To 
improve the training and retraining of teachers. 

*To see to it that the need for highly.qualified grad¬ 
uate experts in the national economy U satisfied 
more fully. ’To improve the content, organisation and 
regulation of the educational process, introduce mod¬ 
ern technical teaching aids on a large scale, and 
enhance the creative principle in college education. 

The uniform system of specialisation, periodical 
training at refresher courses and skill improvement 
will be developed further. Measures will he taken to 
raise the educational standards of production workers 
up to 40 years of age, to increase their enrolment at 
coucspondencc and evening schools. Workers with a 
secondary education should form the nucleus of the 
production force.' 1 

A system providing general education and voca¬ 
tional training, and further training for adults htu 
been functioning in the GDR ever since the 
mid-1950s. 

Pre-school education of children from the age of 
three is Carried on at kindergartens of an ordinary- 
kind and at day-and-night kindergartens open five 
days a week. Pre-school education promotes children's 
physical and intellectual development and helps 


' 11th Congress cf t ft if BCP . Sofa, 79 Mareh-2 April 
1976, Polishdat, Moscow, 1976, pp. 170-71 (in Russian). 
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prepare them for school. The kindergarten popula¬ 
tion increased from 645 per 1,000 in 1970 to 621 per 
1,000 in 1975. 1 

General education polytechnical (compulsory) sec¬ 
ondary school > are central to the education and in¬ 
struction of children and adolescents. During their 
ten years at school children and adolescents are in¬ 
structed in the fundamentals of the major sciences 
and humanities, in their native language and a for¬ 
eign language (e.g. Russian), and receive a musical and 
aesthetic education. Such subjects as Introduction to 
Socialist Production and a Day of Learning in Produc¬ 
tion, taught at all schools, provide for polytcchnical 
training, which is actively assisted !»y state and co¬ 
operative enterprises. Instruction in sports serves the 
pupils' physical and athletic development. In 1970-75, 
the proportion of pupils who passed to die 9th form of 
secondary school increased from 82.5 to 91.6 per cent. 
Year 1980 marks the transition to universal atten¬ 
dance of ten-year schools. The situation is the same in 
most of the socialist community countries. 

Ten-year school leavers have great opportunities 
for continuing their education. At extended polytech- 
nical secondary schools in the (1DR, as in other social¬ 
ist community countries, attention is focused on spe¬ 
cialised training of children gifted in mathematics, 
physics and humanities. 

Vocational training is carried on through a broad 
system of vocational school* for sccoml.uy school 

* Steliitiickei joftrbuch det DPP, hrrlin, 1976, S. 30. 
n-*m 
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graduates and working people in all occupations. In 
the GDR, ten-year school leavers are trained on a job 
for two or three years, depending on the trade they 
choose, after which they take qualifying examina¬ 
tions to l»e skilled workers. Vocational training is 
given by competent experts and instructors (special¬ 
ist teachers, master craftsmen and skilled worker in¬ 
structors) using the facilities of public and cooperative 
enterprises, offices and organisations, repair shops and 
sendee establishments. Vocational and theoretical 
training is given at 276 municipal and 693 factory 
vocational schools. Young people also have an op¬ 
portunity to receive vocational training along with 
their General Education Certificate at specialised 
vocational schools, which prepare them for entering a 
college in their chosen field. The vocational schools 
in the GDR have an annual enrolment of over 
200,000. In the socialist community countries, the 
right to education is guaranteed by the constitution 
and is provided fur by the public education and vo¬ 
cational training system. The state and public organi¬ 
sations see to it that all school leavers, after complet¬ 
ing their training, take up jobs or go on to college. 
Since 1973 in the GDR. more than 99 per cent of se¬ 
condary school leavers have been receiving vocational 
training. In contrast, in the FRG between the 
1970/71 and 1973/7+ school years, the number of 
places of instruction in the vocational training sys¬ 
tem was reduced by 56.8 per cent. As a result of this 
policy, for which the big concerns are to blame in the 
fir*t place, there will be about 1.4 million young pco- 
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pie in the FRG in 1986 without a chance of receiv¬ 
ing an adequate education. The newspaper of the big 
bourgeoisie, the Frankfurter allgerncinc Zeitung, 
wrote on December 19, 1976, about the 'worst crisis 
in education in the history of the Federal Republic’. 

The specialised secondary and higher schools form 
a harmonious system for training qualified experts at 
the middle and upper level. 

Between 1965 and 1976, the number of those 
graduated from specialised secondary nnd higher 
schools in the socialist community countries nearly 
doubled. 

Adult education and further training occupy a spe¬ 
cial place. A great contribution to building up the so¬ 
cialist mode of life i< made by combining the work¬ 
ing people's priceless experience with thorough 
knowledge of the natural and social sciences, and by 
constantly increasing technical qualifications and gen¬ 
eral knowledge. The number of workers in the GDR 
who attended classes in the system of education and 
further training increased from 532,830 in 1971 to 
655,500 in 1975. 

The system of specialised secondary and higher 
education by correspondence is being expanded. Col¬ 
leges, universities, scientific centres and management 
bodies conduct regular refresher programmes and take 
measures for improving the qualifications of person¬ 
nel. At extension universities one can obtain a certi¬ 
ficate of an 8-, 10- or 12-year school education, and 
bo trained in general education subjects, languages, 
pedagogics, psychology, shorthand and typing. 
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Owing to these varied opportunities for obtaining 
a general education and to the vocational and re¬ 
fresher courses training system, a uniform (albeit 
differentiated to a certain extent) national educa¬ 
tional standard is gradually being attained and 
the skill level of the working people is growing 
steadily. 

The achievements of the socialist education system 
in the GDR arc borne out by the fact that in 1L>75 
65.3 per cent of the gainfully employed population 
between the ages of 25 and 30 had a 10- or 12-year 
secondary education. The corresponding figure for 
those aged -15 to 50 was merely 13.5 per cent. 

Under socialism, there are none of tire marked so¬ 
cial distinctions arising from differences in education 
so typical of the capitalist countries. Nor docs the 
proWein of youth unemployment and the iinpottibil* 
ity for secondary school graduates to receive a spe¬ 
cialised education exist in socialist society. The 
growth in educational and skill standards is evidenced 
hv the steadily increasing numbers of citizens who 
have graduated from vocational and specialised 
schools in tire socialist community countries. 

Tlte steadily rising skill level of the working people 
is a common achievement of existing socialism. The 
number of graduate experts keeps growing in the so¬ 
cialist countries. The latter allocate more and more 
fund* for implementing the vast programme in the 
aiea of education, training thousands of young teach¬ 
ers every year ami opening schools and universities, 
scientific centres and colleges. 
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CULTURE AND THE SOCIALIST MODE 
OF LIFE 

The socialist cultural revolution crushed the domi¬ 
nation of bourgeois ideology in the life of society. In 
socialist countries, all citizens arc given an opportu¬ 
nity to master the scientific phylosophy of the work¬ 
ing class. 

Socialism has achieved much in tin* field of art and 
in preserving the cultural heritage. Great attention is 
paid to the development of art, literature, music, the 
cinema and the theatre. 

High demands are made on ideological content 
and aesthetic standards of artistic productions. 
Gustav Husak, General Secretary of the CC CPCz, 
-aid in this connection at the 15th CPC/ Congress; 
‘Our people make high demand* on culture, on 
artistic creative work. They want it to Uj deeply 
true ami convincing. Therefore, we appraise 
Works of art from the standpoint of both their artistic 
value and their ideological content. Art permea¬ 
ted with Communist Parly spirit, which, through 
socialist realism and a wealth of expressive means, 
reflects the many-sided life of the people and their 
struggle, will always I* supported by the Party and 
people.' 1 

Much attention is paid in the socialist countries to 


1 I5ih Congrtl! of the Cownuniji Part) vf Ctffhoslo- 
tai.ia. Frame, 12-16 April 1976, Polithdat, Moscow, 1077, 
pp. B2-83 (in Russian). 
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the development of cultural institutions. Thousands 
of new houses of culture. Clubs, cinemas, concert 
halls and theatres have been opened. In all socialist 
community countries new film studios, television 
centres and radio stations, including relay station* 
have been commissioned. More and more people 
listen to the radio and watch television. Much 
free time is devoted to reading hooks, newspapers 
and magazines, to listening to the radio, records, 
tape and cassette recordings and watching televi¬ 
sion. 

An artistic culture blending the historical achieve¬ 
ments of world art and national artistic traditions is 
developing in live socialist countries, and favourable 
conditions are being created for die development of 
all arts and genres. 

The network of printing and publishing houses, 
book shops and libraries is growing, the production of 
records, magnetic tapes and cassettes is increasing, 
■"id new theatrical companies, bands and orchestras 
are being formed. Academics, art schools, and special¬ 
ised secondary and higher education establishments 
have been opened or reorganised for training young 
writers, artists and musicians. Thus there has gradually 
emerged in the socialist countries a uniform pattern 
of artistic culture, socialist in content, which makes it 
possible to organise and develop all the arts. The 
growth irt artistic output in the socialist community 
countries creates the essential material conditions 
under which the working people can ‘secure the full 
development of all their capabilities ami equal rights 
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to enjoy all the achievements of science and 
art'. 1 

The Marxist-Lentnist parties in the socialist com¬ 
munity countries concern themselves with the develop¬ 
ment of creative artistic work and protect the achieve¬ 
ments of the national culture and the artistic tradi¬ 
tions of each people; they strive to use to an ever 
greater extent the progressive achievements of world 
culture to further the development of the socialist na¬ 
tional cultures, and favour their drawing together. 
Ever since they came into being, the Soviet Union 
and tire other socialist countries have spared neither 
effort nor money to protect, preserve ami restore 
historical architectural monuments and reconstruct 
urlvm ensembles. Particularly impressive arc the 
achievements of the Polish working people, who restor¬ 
ed the centre of the Old Town in Warsaw after the 
Second World War. Protection of relies of the past 
in the socialist countries is a matter of national im¬ 
portance and as such is carried out in a pl umed 
fashion and in accordance with the same principles 
throughout the territory of each country. Foreign vi¬ 
sitors to Moscow, Warsaw, Prague, Budapest, Bucha¬ 
rest, Berlin and other cities and towns in the socialist 
countries see for themselves that the protection and 
development of the cultural heritage there is based 
on a solid footing. This aspect of cultural policy is 
founded on the humanistic principles of working-class 

' V'. 1. Lenin. ‘Draft and explanation of a Programme 
for the Social-Democratic Party’, ColUdtd Workt, Vol. 2, 

p. 108. 
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ideology, which advocate the assimilation of ‘what is 
really worth preserving in historically inherited cul¬ 
ture—science, art, forms of intercourse—[so that itj 
may not only be preserved hut converted from a mo¬ 
nopoly of the ruling class into the common property 
of the whole of society, and may be further devel¬ 
oped’. 1 

Today music of every period and nation is played 
in the concert halls of the socialist countries, ancient, 
medieval and modern works of art are carefully 
preserved in art galleries, and great works of national 
and world literature are studied in school, becoming 
the people’s intellectual property. The slander spread 
by adherents of anti-communism about the ‘hostility’ 
allegedly shown in the socialist countries towards 
culture has long ceased to impress anyone. 

In contrast to capitalist society, with its economic 
conflicts, warped morality and perennial cultural 
crises, socialism ensures steady cultural progress. The 
wealth of intellectual culture and the socialist coun¬ 
tries’ possibilities in that regard arc increasing from 
year to year, while the growing cultural needs of the 
working people are satisfied owing to the advantages 
of socialism in diverse areas of social life. In the so¬ 
cialist countries perfecting the socialist mode of life, 
‘the true wealth is the developed productive power of 
all individuals*.* 

1 F. Engel*, ’The Housing Question’, in: K. Marx, 
F. Eriffth, SeUeled Works, in three volumes, Vol. 2, p. 312. 

1 Karl Marx, drundrure dtr Ktitik dtr f.olitiscken 

Okoncmit, Moskau, 1939, S. 596. 
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THE HISTORICAL ROI.E 
OF THE SOCIALIST COMMUNITY 


/. Emergence and Development 
of the World Socialist System 

Ever since the victorious Great October Social¬ 
ist Revolution in Russia the formation and strength¬ 
ening of world socialism has been the general 
trend in the development of history. 

In the course of its development, the new social 
system has been ever more fully and steadily realis¬ 
ing its fundamental socio-economic and political ad¬ 
vantages over moribund capitalism. 

Viewed from this angle, the history' of socialism 
falls into two long stages. The fust of them is charac¬ 
terised by the consolidation and all-round develop¬ 
ment of the new social system within the borders of 
nne country—the Soviet Union. The existence of the 
world's first country of victorious socialism was a 
giant step forward in the development of all man- 
kind, which decisively influenced the entire subsequent 
course of history. Capitalism as a world economic 
and political system was dealt a crushing blow. At 
the same lime, the existence of the Soviet Union gave 
the revolutionary forces, above all tiro international 
working class, a mighty weapon in their struggle fur 
remaking the world, 
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The second historical stage in the development 
of socialism set in after socialism went beyond the 
holders of one country and became a world 
economic and political system. The strengthening 
of thU system is the realisation of the advan¬ 
tage* of the new social system on an international 
scale. 

Each stage in the development of the world so¬ 
cialist system implies an ever more complete and all- 
round unfolding of the potentialities inherent in the 
socialist social system. 

The emergence of the world socialist system is inse¬ 
parable from the Great October Socialist Revolution 
and the existence and successes of the. first socialist 
country in tire world, from the Soviet people’s victory 
in the Great Patriotic War. The popular democratic 
revolutions in a number of European and Asian 
countries; their development into socialist revolu¬ 
tions; the establislunent of workers’ power in these 
countries; and the close alliance between the young 
socialist states ami the Soviet Union—all lime were 
a direct continuation of the cause of the Great Oc¬ 
tober Revolution and an international triumph of 
Marxism-Leninism. 

The emergence of the woild socialist system and 
the formation of a community of fiaternal socialist 
states marked the spread of politically organised so¬ 
cialism beyond the borders of one country. It caused 
radical changes in the internal development of each 
of the two opposite socio-economic systems and in 
the balance of force* between socialism and capita'.- 
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ism on the international scene. From then on, the 
new social system began to realise its advantages on 
an international scale. As a whole group of countries 
broke away from capitalism, the sphere of domina¬ 
tion of international capital was reduced, and its inter¬ 
nal positions were considerably weakened. The for¬ 
mation of the world socialist system wrought exten¬ 
sive, irreversible ■ lianges in the world capitalist econ¬ 
omy, speeding the collapse of the imperialist colonial 
system and the appearance on the world political 
map of a big group of developing countries. At pre¬ 
sent, the contradictions inherent in the economic and 
political development of the imperialist countries 
have been aggravated, and tire maturing of condi¬ 
tions favourable to the transition of more anti more 
countries and peoples to socialism has accelerated 
many times over. Capitalism has exhausted its prog¬ 
ressive potentialities both as n world economic and 
a world political system, though it still accounts for a 
big share of world industrial and agricultural output. 

The socialist revolutions in a growing number ol 
countries, which have become a starting point for 
and a determining factor in the emergence of the 
world socialist system, are a major condition for re¬ 
vealing the advantages of socialism on an interna¬ 
tional scale. The socialist revolutions carried out in 
the postwar period in many European and Asian 
countries have disclosed most deeply and forcefully 
the international character of the Great October So¬ 
cialist Revolution and the internalion. dust nature of 
socialism. 
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Lenin pointed out in his time that the October 
Revolution in Russia had marked the beginning of 
the irreversible process of the world's revolutionary 
renovation. He wrote: \. .the whole world is now 
passing to a movement that must give rise to a world 
socialist revolution .' 1 Indeed, in the period of the 
general crisis of capitalism, the further objective and 
subjective prerequisites of transition from the first 
stage of the world socialist revolution, which brought 
into being the sole socialist country in the world, to 
iu second stage, marked by the triumph of socialism 
in a number of countries and the emergence of a 
world Socialist system, have begun lo mature. 

Lenin stressed, besides, that the revolution in Rus¬ 
sia had blazed the path to socialism for other coun¬ 
tries ami peoples. Addressing the Ninth All-Russia 
Congress of Soviets, he said: 'This path of ours is the 
right one, for it is the path which, sooner or later, 
all other countries must inevitably take.’* 

It is through the revolutions which established the 
new social system in a whole range of countries in 
Europe and Asia that the advantages offered by so¬ 
cialism and enjoyed theretofore by one country oidy 
can now be reaped by many countries. Thanks to rev¬ 
olutions, socialism, with its inexhaustible potential 
tor economic growth and improvement of the pcO- 

1 V. I. I.rnin, 'Better Fewer, but Better*, Collect/d 

I i'arl.i, Vo|, '>3, p. 490. 

: V. J. Lenin, 'Ninth All-Run in Congreu of Si.A’ict*,' 
Coiitrttd h'orb, Vol. 33. p. 161. 
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pic's living standards, has been brought within the 
reach of hundreds of millions of people in different 
parts of tlie globe. 

The revolutions in Europe and Asia brilliantly 
corroborated tlic international character of Lenin¬ 
ism and the fundamental proposition of Lenin's doc¬ 
trine that the ti.insit ion to xx'ialiun is an irreversible 
process of history. In the epoch of imperialism and 
the general crisis of capitalism both countries which 
have attained a high or medium level of capitalist 
development and countries at a low level of capital¬ 
ist development (and t-.ven those at a pre-capitalist 
level) arc drawn into this process. This has dealt a 
heavy blow to anti-communion and revisionism, 
thwarting the arguments of all who would depict the 
October Revolution and the building of socialism in 
the USSR as a ‘quirk of history', a peculiarly national 
event that could not possibly happen anywhere else. 
Ike special significance of these revolutions lies iu 
tlic fact that in their development, just as Lenin had 
foreseen, they reproduced the more essential features 
of the socialist revolution in Russia and transformed 
it from a force national, in tire sense drat it was re¬ 
presented by a single country, into a force interna¬ 
tional, both socially and structurally. 

At live same time, it U easy to notice a whole range 
of specific features by which the revolutions in die 
countries of Central and South-Eastern Europe 
differ from the October Revolution in Russia with 
respect to their forms and methods. This is due above 
all to the difference in their levels of development 
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and to the specific alignment of class forces in each 
individu d country. 

A generalisation of the characteristic* and distinct¬ 
ive features of the initial stage of revolutionary 
changes in the countries of Central and South-Eastern 
Europe shows that the main specific feature of the 
revolutions performed in them was that they sprang 
from their peoples’ anti-fascist, national liberation 
struggles, The revolutions started as mass movements 
for national liberation. The Great Patriotic War of 
the Soviet people merged into a single stream with the 
struggle of other peoples enslaved by fascism and be¬ 
came a decisive factor in the successful outcome of 
this struggle. 

Seeking to profit by the historical fact that the iev¬ 
olutions in European and Asian countries were close¬ 
ly linked with the Soviet Union’s victory in the Sec¬ 
ond World War, and that the new social system in 
these countries was able, from the start, to rely on 
the assistance and support of the first socialist coun¬ 
try in the world, the enemies of socialism go out of 
their way to convince people of the allegedly 'anti-na¬ 
tional’ character of the revolutions in Central and 
South-Eastern Europe, which, they say, had noth¬ 
ing to do with the internal conditions or real needs 
of the peoples of the countries concerned. One can 
trace a definite continuity between these allegations 
and the interpretation, widespread in the West at the 
time, of the Great October Socialist Revolution as 
an ‘accident’, a 'quirk of history'. Bourgeois ideolog¬ 
ists deny the objective character of the socialist revo- 
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lutions, passing over in silence the connection of these 
revolutions with the vital requirements for social 
progress of the peoples of the countries of Central 
and South-Eastern Europe, and depicting the revolu¬ 
tionary transformations as a direct remit of the action 
of external force*. They are still trying to persuade 
the masses of this. They describe the exploiting classes 
and sections as ‘national forces’, when in reality these 
very classes, their parties anti leaders betrayed and 
destroyed national independence. 

The revolutions which established the People’s 
Democracies were thoroughly national and patriotic. 
They solved fundamental national socio-economic 
problems that could not have been solved under the 
old system in the people’s interest. These revolutions 
were the product of a determined struggle waged by 
the working class and all working people of the 
countries concerned. Assistance and support from 
the Soviet Union made the road to the new social 
system and the utilisation of its advantages much 
easier for the peoples of other countries. 

The emergence and development of the world so¬ 
cialist system reveal the international essence of so¬ 
cialism more fully than in the period when state-or¬ 
ganised socialism was limited to one country. In 
quantitative tenns, this process is characterised by the 
expansion of the sphere in which the objective laws 
of the socialist mode of production operate, as an 
increasing number of states arc involved in the 
building of the new social system. In qualitative 
terms, the international essence of socialism is 
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expressed in closer cooperation between socialist 
countries- in their economic integration, political 
consolidation, and the emergence id international 
features in different areas of social life. 

Today, the new social system lias been firmly 
established in a large group of countries in Europe, 
Asia and Latin America, ami has scored world-histor¬ 
ic victories. In the USSR, n developed socialist so* 
cicty has been built and the material and technical 
foundation* of communism arc being laid. A num¬ 
ber of fraternal countries have chalked up great suc¬ 
cesses in building developed socialism. Stable econom¬ 
ic and political ties have formed lie tween most of 
the socialist states. 

The emergence ami consolidation of the world 
socialist system and its turning into a decisive factor 
in the development of society have substantially 
altered tin* political situation on the glolrc. The histor¬ 
ical competition between the two different socio¬ 
economic systems that started with the appearance of 
the first socialUt stale in the world is now manifi-i- 
ing itself in diverse forms and on a large scale. 

Tire world socialist system is the direct social and 
economic opposite of the world capitalist system. 
Realising the advantages of the new social system on 
a national and international scale, it ensures the 
progress of the socialist states of which it is comprised, 
and their closer cooperation in every area of so¬ 
cial life. 

Owing to the uniform socio-economic nature of 
the social system in all socialist countries, objective 
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mutual lies which hind these countries into a definite 
community spring up between them. These ties re¬ 
flect the common social aims of the socialist states, 
their identical class nature, and stem primarily from 
the international nature of the socialist mode of pro¬ 
duction, which is founded on public ownership/ and 
the need to ensure favourable international condi¬ 
tions for the building of the new society. Simply by 
becoming socialist, every country is objectively opposed 
to world imperialism, taking its place on one side 
of the line dividing the world into opposite economic 
and political systems, These vital factors induce so¬ 
cialist states to form clow economic and political re¬ 
lations so as to attain tire common goals of internal 
development and tackle common international prob¬ 
lems. 

These relations extend under the impact of the 
objective processes of internationalisation of tlic so- 
i i.tlisl countries’ economic and political life, which 
they, in their turn, intensify. In the course of all¬ 
round cooperation, international economic propor¬ 
tions are established, the economic integration mech¬ 
anism is evolved and perfected, differences in cco- 


1 That tin public owmtliip of the mean? of produc¬ 
tion remains within die borders u( die Individual ceuntTic* 
docs ivoi hinder the development of socialist socialisation of 
production on an international scale and only imparts some 
tpcdfic features to it. Inherent in the development of so- 
cialist ownership are remarkable pidentlalities for the inter¬ 
nationalisation of production, which are, as a matter of 
fact, only jutt beginning to he realised. 


- 
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non tic levels arc reduced, and more common fea¬ 
tures appear in the socialist countries' way of life and 
in culture. 

A major part in this process is played by the com¬ 
munist and workers' parties of the socialist countries. 
The better the objective laws of soda: development 
are known, the more experience the Marxiit-Lenin- 
ist parties amass, and the more consistently the prin¬ 
ciples of proletarian internationalism are implement¬ 
ed in their policy, the fuller is the use made of the 
immense opportunities for the socialist states’ effec¬ 
tive cooperation and consolidation. 

The world socialist system—a social, economic, 
political, and ideological community of free, sover¬ 
eign, socialist nations—is a new historic al internation¬ 
al entity such as has never been known before. 
Simultaneously, it embodies inter national relations 
(social, economic, political, etc.) of a new, socialist 
type. 

The closest relations of genuine brotherhood and 
cooperation have been established among the social¬ 
ist countries which have voluntarily united in the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance and the 
Warsaw Treaty Organisation. T his is one of the chief 
reasons that the term 'socialist community’ lias lately 
come to be applied precisely to tins group of coun¬ 
tries that have become most closely united economi¬ 
cally, politically and ideologically. 

The socialist community is the core of the world 
socialist system. It expands as more and more social¬ 
ist countries join it. The CMEA lias been joined by 
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the Mongolian People's Republic, the Republic of 
Cuba, and tire Socialist Republic of Vietnam, The 
all-round development of the socialist community 
simultaneously implies the development of the entire 
world socialist system. The CMEA countries are 
steadily strengthening their tics with the other coun¬ 
tries in the world socialist system. In the past few 
year*, closer relations have been established between 
the CIMEA countries and Yugoslavia. Cooj»eration 
of tltc USSR and the other CIMEA countries, on the 
one hand, with the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea and the People's Democratic Republic of 
Laos, on the other, is developing steadily. Multilate¬ 
ral economic relations have been established with the 
People's Republic of Angola and socialist Ethiopia. 
The CMEA has also concluded agreements on co¬ 
operation with Iraq, Mexico and Finland. 

The community of fraternal socialist countries is 
an international alii nice of a new type. The socialist 
states, united by their common social system and 
ideology and their commitment to the cause of peace, 
socialism, democracy and national independence, arc 
developing their all-round cooperation on the basis 
of the principles of Marxism-Leninism and interna¬ 
tional solidarity, respect for the equality and sover¬ 
eignty of each state, non-interference in internal af¬ 
fairs, and mutual assistance. 

The ideological unity and political cohesion of the 
fraternal countries have grown stronger. Tire mech¬ 
anism of their political cooperation has taken 
shape and is functioning successfully. Their ideologi- 
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cal and cultural contacts keep expanding. Today, the 
community of socialist countries is the most dynamic 
economic force in the world and the key factor in 
world politics. 

The opportunities for all-round social and econo¬ 
mic progress inherent in the new social system can 
lx* fully realised under the present conditions only in 
the case of ever closer ami mote active international 
cooperation among tire socialist states. This is the 
cardinal feature of the development of socialism at 
the current stage. 

Thus, the CMKA countries have been enabled by 
their close cohesion to base the development of their 
national economies to an ever greater extent on their 
aggregate economic resources, organise mass produc¬ 
tion of many kinds of output with due account of 
their common needs, and streamline their national 
economic patterns consistently with the requirement* 
of scientific ami technological progress. They main¬ 
tain stable and all-round production, economic, 
scientific, technological, political, military, ideological 
and cultural contacts; common economic, cultural 
and intellectual life is intensively taking shape; 
exchange of experience in the building of socialism 
u proceeding on a large scale; full unanimity of 
views on all major contemporary issues luu been 
established; and a coordinated foreign policy is being 
carried out. 

Highly significant in this respect arc the following 
figures. In the past few years, on the basis of the so¬ 
cialist division of labour, the GMF.A countries met,on 
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reciprocal Ixuis, G2 |x*i cent of their import require¬ 
ments for machinery and equipment and 65 per cent 
for consumer goods. In recent years, economic rela¬ 
tions between GMF.A countries have been especially 
fruitful not only owing to a great increase in recipro¬ 
cal trade, but above all, because their cooperation 
was based on ihe implementation of the compre¬ 
hensive integration programme and closer ties be¬ 
tween fraternal countries in the sphere of production 

Referring to the relations that have been c<trd>- 
lished among the socialist state? voluntarily united in 
the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance and 
the Warsaw Treaty Organisation, Leonid Brezhnev 
said: ‘Now we all have a priceless common posses¬ 
sion. It is, indeed, not only that a whole group of so¬ 
cialist states came into being after World War II. 
There alio emerged what we call the socialist com¬ 
munity. ... Wc arc not speaking of an ordinary 
alliance of countries, but of a socialist alliance, 
founded on a common ideology and aims, on the in¬ 
ternational solidarity of the working people; an al- 
aliance led for the fust time by the working class and 
its tested vanguard—the communist and worker?' 
parties.' 1 

Thus, the socialist community is an integral part 
of the world socialist system. The economic and so¬ 
cial progress made by the Soviet Union andthcoth- 


' I>. I. Brezhnev, L< niiniim /.ur«i>m, R> cki i ilatyi (Fob 
low.nir Lenin** Course), Vcfl. 5. Nitinlal. Moscow, 197b, 
pp. 112-13. 
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er socialist community countries directly serves to 
strengthen the positions of the world socialist system 
as a whole, inspiring all socialist countries to utilise 
more fully the advantages offered by their mutual 
cooperation and to strengthen still further the unity 
of their ranks. Simultaneously, the term ‘community’ 
reflects best of all the genera) development tendency 
of the world socialist system as a whole, as the objec¬ 
tive laws oi the new social system demand that inter¬ 
nationalism and fraternal friendship and cooperation 
among the. socialist countries be strengthened in 
every possible way. 

The economic foundation of the world socialist 
system is the emerging and developing socialist world 
economy. This is an essentially new phenomenon 
which arises at a definite stage of development of 
world socialism after socialist revolutions have been 
accomplished in several countries. The starting point 
ot the formation, and simultaneously the determining 
factor in the development of the socialist world econ¬ 
omy is socialist socialisation of production. 

The qualitative socio-economic aspect of the world 
economy of a socialist type is determined by the sys¬ 
tem of socialist relations of production. 

As the diametrical opposite of the capitalist world 
economy, the socialist world economy is an entity 
comprised of the national economies of all socialist 
states which form the world socialist system with 
it% reciprocal ties. Hie national economic complex¬ 
es are included in the socialist world economy and 
determine its social structure. Both logically and 
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historically, the national economic, complexes precede 
the formation of the world economy, and their exist¬ 
ence is an indispensable condition for the emer¬ 
gence of the socialist world economic system. 

Examining the socialist world economy from the 
social, class angle, we sec what fundamental signifi¬ 
cance attaches to the truly historic successes scored 
by the working people ot the socialist countries in 
building socialism and communism and strengthen¬ 
ing the economic might of the socialist system, lhc 
socialist countries already account for over 40 per 
cent—and the socialist community countries among 
them, for about onc-third—of world industrial out¬ 
put. In the latter countries, per capita industrial 
output is over three times that in the capitalist 
count! ieJ. 

The communist and workers' parties of the social¬ 
ist community countries sires* the immense signifi¬ 
cance of the new Soviet Constitution embodying 
the sixty-year-long experience of the world’s first so¬ 
cialist country, for their own countries and for 
strengthening the forces of world socialism. 

Spokesmen of the member-countries of the Council 
for Mutual Economic Assistance emphasised the spe¬ 
cial importance for them of those constitutional pro¬ 
visions which read that the USSR, as part of the 
world system of socialism and of the socialist com¬ 
munity, promotes and strengthen' friendship, cooper¬ 
ation, and comradely mutual assistance with other 
socialist countries on the basis of lhc principle of so¬ 
cialist internationalism, and takes an active part in 
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socialist economic integration and the socialist inter¬ 
national division of labour. 

In the final count this is consistent implementa¬ 
tion of the great ideas of the 1917 October Revolu¬ 
tion under the present international conditions. 

As the world socialist economy develops and 
grows stronger, the socialist countries' economic tics 
become ever more tightly interlocked. Interaction 
between national economic complexes provides for 
a steadily growing internationalisation of production 
and of the entire economic life of (he socialist sttiti-s. 
From this it follows that the major structural cle¬ 
ment of the world economy consists in the interna¬ 
tional division of labour. It tics the individual econo¬ 
mics into a definite economic system. 

The world socialist economy is a factor drawing a 
growing part of the national productive forces into 
the international organisation of production, enhanc¬ 
ing tlie interconnection and interdependence of na¬ 
tional economic complexes, and creating fresh 
opportunities for individual countries' internal devel¬ 
opment and increasing the efficiency of their pro¬ 
duction. 

From this standpoint, socialist economic integra¬ 
tion. as a major stage in tire socialist internatio¬ 
nalisation of production and exchange, is of 
fundamental significance. The Comprehensive 
Programme of soc ialist economic integration reflected 
and specified the aims of the fraternal countries' 
concerted general |>olicy to promote economic in¬ 
tegration. 
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The growing cooperation and ever more closely 
coordinated actions of the CMEA countries notably 
help consolidate socialism** positions in the world 
economy, leaving the capitalist countries less freedom 
to manoeuvre in pursuing discriminatory economic 
policies against CMEA countries. Applying in a col¬ 
lective, coordinated fashion the results of the policy 
of international detente, the CMEA countries have 
been able to expand their mutually advantageous 
economic relations with many countries of the 
world. 

The socialist community of fraternal countries is 
an integral system. Its structural elements form an 
organic unity That is why putting to use the advan¬ 
tages of socialism as a system of cooperating coun¬ 
tries requires the all-round development of contacts 
between socialist countries in the relatively indepen¬ 
dent fields of economics, politics, ideology, science 
and culture, and is implemented in close coordina¬ 
tion. The political consolidation of the socialist states, 
indispensable to the growing might of the world 
socialist system, historically preceded their economic 
alliance. Phis docs not conflict with the fact that the 
economic sphere U the source of fundamental moti¬ 
vating factors responsible for the political coopera¬ 
tion and cohesion of the sovereign socialist states 
Simultaneously, the state of political relations exert' 
.1 considerable impact on the sphere of economic con¬ 
tacts. Politic:iI decisions made at the national and 
international levels have a palpable effect on the 
scope, direction and shape of economic relations 
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between socialist countries, as well as on their long¬ 
term development. 

The socialist countries' mutual relations in the 
field of politics, problems subject to joint discussion, 
the character of decisions made, the interstate mech¬ 
anism for their implementation—all these arc im¬ 
portant factors on whose operation the political unity* 
of the countries of the world socialist system depends. 
In the course of political cooperation, a common 
line is evolved on an agreed range of home and for¬ 
eign policy problems, moves arc coordinated, and 
joint long-range plans and programmes are worked 
out. Hie intensification o! economic and political 
contacts between socialist countries promotes their 
ideological unity, stimulating cooperation in the ideo¬ 
logical field. 

Tt is safe to <ay that one of tin* most typical fea¬ 
tures of developed socialism is the unity of two pro¬ 
cesses, first, the socialist countries’ closer internation¬ 
al cooperation in every area of social life and at 
every level of its organisation, and, second, greater 
economic, ptjlitic.il and ideological unity of the peo¬ 
ples of socialist countries and the convergence of 
their economic and social patterns. Each of these 
processes is simultaneously the prerequisite and conse¬ 
quence of the other, which is a powerful stimulus to 
their intensification. Decisions framed and adopted on 
an international basis—at the level of party leaders 
and heads of state, heads of ministries, drpm Intents, 
enterprises, etc.—play an increasing part in the eco¬ 
nomic, political and ideologic.il life of each country. 
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Therefore the definition of the world socialist sys¬ 
tem as a system of cooperating socialist countries doc? 
not fully express its real content at the current stage. 
The content of the world socialist system and of its 
natural nucleus, the community of fraternal countries, 
has been enriched with the progressive and stable re¬ 
sults of long and deepening international coopera¬ 
tion, both political and economic, between sovereign 
socialist countries. 

Broadly speaking, this is the formation of the 
elements of the socialist countries' international 
economic, political, cultural and intellectual structure 
and the international features of the socialist mode 
nf lif*-. Included here are the more significant results 
of socialist economic integration (fomiation of 
stable international economic proportions, unification 
of national planning and management methods, 
etc.); of the socialist countries' political cohesion (a 
coordinated foreign policy); of the ideological cohe- 
'ion (a common stand on all key points of Marxist- 
Leninist theory); and of the internationalist educa¬ 
tion of the peoples of the socialist countries (instill- 
mg a spirit of collectivism and internationalism in 
the masses and an awareness of die need for frater¬ 
nal friendship ami mutual support on the part of 
all the peoples of the socialist countries, and for 
joint defence of the gains of socialism). 
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2. Development of the World Soi ialist System: 

Lnu.'s (ind Tendencies 

One of (Iks central questions in the theory and 
practice of building the new social system in individ¬ 
ual countries and of perfecting the mutual coope¬ 
ration of the socialist countries Ls that of the laws 
and regularities of the formation and development 
of the world socialist system. It is necessary to in¬ 
vestigate this question so as to disclose the more 
important of the objective interrelationships in the 
inter national development of the socialist mode of 
production., determine the more essential aspects of 
the mechanism of international cooperation between 
socialist countries, and single out the historical pro*- 
|>ects of the development of world socialism. Study of 
the laws governing the development of the world so¬ 
cialist community is directly linked with the elab¬ 
oration of their policy by the communist and work¬ 
ers’ parties and the shaping of an effective mech¬ 
anism for regulating every level of the organisation 
o( social life in the socialist countries, and with the 
fundamental problems of the strategy and tactics ot 
the international communist and working-class move¬ 
ments. In other words, knowledge of the objective 
laws of socio-economic development and of how to 
frame policy in conformity with their requirements 
U a major condition for utilising the advantages of 
socialism in the world socialist system a< a whole and 
in its indivtdu >1 countries. 

The formation and consolidation of the world 
socialist system reives to enhance the international 
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character of the laws of socialism. The law's of social¬ 
ism Itcgan to operate in many countries with varying 
levels of development, which bears out their truly 
universal character. Then, new spltcres of their 
operation emerged, above all the sphere of coope¬ 
ration between socialist countries. The next to arise 
were the specific laws of each sphere and of the 
world socialist system as a whole. 

The material foundation of this system is the 
rapidly developing socialist world economy—a new 
economic structure resulting from the. afore-mentioned 
processes, 'litis economy as a whole and each of it* 
element? represent the immediate sphere of operation 
of tire economic law* of socialism. 

An important form of tire conscious application 
of the economic laws of socialism consists in the 
regulation of socialist economic integration and 
the elaboration of an international integration 
mechanism, The solution of these problems in prin¬ 
ciple through the joint efforts of the fraternal parties 
is of particular significance to working out a 
correct theoretical approach, since knowledge 
of the operation of the economic laws and their 
optimal application in the international sphere are 
necessary to harmonise the interests of the equal 
partners. 

Their universal operation is the first symptom of 
the international character of the laws of the socialist 
mode of production. It is the objective basis of the 
identity of interests of the socialist states, of their 
all-round convergence. 


I 
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I he universal character of the operation of the 
objective laws of the new social system, home out 
by the experience of all socialist countries, proses the 
unsound ness of conception; of the 'pluralistic social¬ 
isin' pi cached by bourgeois ami reformist ideologists. 
Fakincj advantage of the differences, which indeed 
fxht, in the methods of building socialism and in 
the forms of its existence, the differences springing 
from the concrete conditions prevailing in individual 
countries, the architects of pluralistic conceptions 
maintain that them arc different kinds of socialism. 



model' of socialism which develops in conformity with 
it' own laws and in contrast to other ‘national mod¬ 
els’. So, t lie re supposedly is 'socialism with a human 
tacc’, ‘market socialism’, ‘democratic socialism*, and 
so foith. Ail these conceptions arc directed against 
Marxism-Leninism, against existing socialism. Their 
objective is to erode ideological and theoretical basis 
of vvoild socialism, discredit the practice of building 
socialism, and distort the international essence of 
socialism so as to oppose tome socialist countries to 
others and undermine the unity of the world social¬ 
ist system. 

Heal life brings out, ever more fully and in various 
ways, the uniform essence of socialism, whatever the 
concrete conditions of its building. The international 
character of the operation of the laws of socialism is 
revealed with particular force in the socialist com¬ 
munity countries. Even within the borders of individ¬ 
ual countries the economic laws are beginning to 
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express not only internal conditions of development 
but also factors engendered by the growing inter¬ 
action between countries, economic integration, and 
intensification of the integral character of the world 
socialist system. Thus the law of saving time not 
only expresses the need to reduce expenditures of 
socially necessary labour proceeding from the con¬ 
ditions of national production but also stipulates a 
country’s, participation in the international socialist 
division of labour; the law of planned development, 
operating on national soil, also reflects (takes 
into account) certain interstate balances; the law 
of value not only expresses expenditures of na¬ 
tional labour but also correlates them with the 
socially necessary expenditures of the entire OMEA 
legion. 

The scope ami intensity of operation of the main 
economic law of socialism is determined not only 
by the opportunities for the growth ami improve¬ 
ment of socialist production in each country, but also 
by a set of factors ensuing from the extent of a coun¬ 
try’s participation in the international socialist divi¬ 
sion of labour and in the development of the socialist 
countries' multilateral cooperation. Lastly, the objec¬ 
tive laws of the world socialist system as a commu¬ 
nity of cooperating countries make themselves felt 
through their impact 021 each country's production 
and economic life at large. 

In this situation, national economies cannot he 
seen as closed spheres of operation of the economic 
laws of socialism, It becomes important to their 
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analysis to disclose die international factor in the 
functioning of these laws at national economic levels. 
In the socialist community, each national economic 
complex becomes a component part of a biggei 
compcx—the integrating economy of the CMEA 
countries—which is, in its turn, a part of lire world 
socialist economic system. 

The national and international aspects of the 
operation of the laws of socialism arc increasing!) 
reflected in the policy of the socialist community 
countries and the activities of their planning and eco¬ 
nomic. bodies. This is manifested in particular in the 
improvement of economic planning and management 
systems. Special mention must be made of mea¬ 
sures intended to bring into closer relation national 
economic performance and foreign economic rela¬ 
tions, to dovetail their mechanisms. We mean, first 
of all, tike establishment of a direct relation between 
sales of output on the international CMKA mar¬ 
ket and the results of enterprises' perfounance, 
and inclusion in national economic plans of special 
provisions on the execution of agreed integration mea¬ 
sures. There are also diverse other organisational 
and economic measures for extending the interna¬ 
tional specialisation of national economics, stimu¬ 
lating the development of export industries and 
encouraging the production of higher-quality export 
items. 

International economic cooperation develops, 
in the final analysis, under the impact of the gen¬ 
eral sociological law of correspondence between the 
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relation of production and the character of produc¬ 
tive forces, l ire requirement implicit in the normal 
development of modern productive forces is that 
tire process of reproduction should emerge beyond 
national border*. This requirement is met by the for¬ 
mation of international relations of production. Their 
socio-economic nature is determined by the specific 
laws to which a social system U subject, in the 
persent instance, by the economic laws of so¬ 
cialism. 

The operation of the economic, laws which direct¬ 
ly determine the development of relations between 
socialist countries with respect to the production and 
exchange of output meant for their mutual econom¬ 
ic turnover U especially obvious in the. international 
sphere. The first to lie noted it the law of saving 
time and its proportional expenditure by the cooper¬ 
ating countries. In the final analysis, the different 
forms of socialist countries' economic cooperation arc 
aimed at reducing the expenditure of labour, means 
and time required for the solution of Concrete eco¬ 
nomic problems, i.e., at gaining time. That is 
a major incentive, which spurs each country to 
broaden and deepen its economic tics with other 
countries. 

The methodical inclusion of national economic 
complexes in the international socialist division of 
labour and enhancement of their general economic, 
inter- and intra-sectoral, part manufacturing and 
technological specialisation arc of utmost importance 
to the rational use of social labour, and economy 
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of current and capital expenditures. The growing 
economic effect obtained by fraternal countries from 
their participation in integration measures attests to 
the wide range and depth of the operation of this 
law in the sphere of their mutual economic illa¬ 
tions. 

As the international, socialist relations of produc- 
lion develop and stabilise, the effect <»f the law of 
planned proportional development becomes ever 
more fully manifest. Socialist internationalisation of 
the productive forces, the growing socialist socialisa¬ 
tion of production, and the increasing effect of in¬ 
ternational elements of the directly social character 
of ]aIx.*Mi form the material basis of the development 
of the planning principle in the world socialist econ¬ 
omy. The interrelation between national economic 
complexes takes the form of a consciously regulated 
process in which the law of planned, proportional 
development manifests itself in the necessity and 
expediency of maintaining optimal proportions 
of exchange between countries and ensuring 
purposeful action and application of the other eco¬ 
nomic laws in the area of international economic 
relations 

The fact that the operation of this law extends 
to the sphere of the socialist countries’ economic re¬ 
lations proves that the methodically organised con¬ 
nection of all components of reproduction is inherent 
in socialism on both a national ami an internation¬ 
al scale, ibis connection presents itself as a universal 
form of the motion of economic processi-i. Its uli- 
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lisation makes it possible to direct production and the 
development of social life as a whole so at to achieve 
targets which meet the interests of individual 
countries and the socialist community as a whole. 
Balanced development in the international --as well 
as the- national—sphere makes it possible to main¬ 
tain consciously the necessary economic proportions, 
And the proportions that arc established are deter¬ 
mined by live entire system of the economic laws 
of socialism, its main law first and foremost. There¬ 
fore, die socialist countries' joint planning activities 
arc the main form of comckm* utilisation of the 
entire system of socialist economic laws in their in¬ 
ternational economic relations. 

The international socialist relations of production 
are not merely vehicles of balanced development. 
They also express the mutual relations between social¬ 
ist countries as owners of the products subject to 
international exchange. Consec]ucnlly. the interna¬ 
tional relations of production are a sphere of direct 
operation of the law of value. The Marxist dicta on 
the nature of commodity and money under socialism 
are fully applicable also to economic relations be¬ 
tween socialist countries. 'Thu does not, however, 
exclude certain differences in the operation of the 
law of value in national economies i.e,, within the 
framewoik of one economic structure regulated 
under a single economic plan—and its operation in 
the mutual relations between the relatively self-con¬ 
tained socialist economics. 

The economic processes occurring in all structural 
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elements of the world socialist economic system (in 
the socialist countries’ national economic complexes 
and in the sphere of their economic interaction) 
merge into one general process of the interna¬ 
tionalisation of production. This is manifested in prac¬ 
tice in the ever stronger interdependence among 
socialist national economics, and in the creation of 
the structurahreproductional and organisational pre- 
requisites for them to function ns an integral eco¬ 
nomic whole. 

It is safe to say that as fat as the development of 
the world socialist economy is concerned the focus 
of all the economic laws of socialism is the interna¬ 
tionalisation of production. It is the result of the joint 
action of all the laws of socialism, and simultaneous¬ 
ly as the most significant form of their motion and 
development. The expansion and intensification of 
the internationalisation of production indicate that 
the socialist socialisation of production has emerged 
beyond national borders. 

The internationalisation of the socialist economy 
find* its embodiment above all in the socialist eco¬ 
nomic integration programme. The forms and me¬ 
thods of cooperation employed in the course of in¬ 
tegration me aimed at building within the frame- 
i rk "I OMEA an essentially new entity, an in¬ 
tegrated socialist world economy. I hat is exactly 
why stable international economic proportion? of an 
inter- and intra-sector.il and territorial kind are ac¬ 
quiring increasing importance, an ever greater num¬ 
ber of industries in the integrating countries arc be¬ 


ginning to l»e- developed in accordance with a coor¬ 
dinated plan, and interstate production amalgama¬ 
tions operating on a profit-and-los* basis and diverse 
international coordinating bodies are corning to play 
a more prominent part. In these circumstances, de¬ 
velopment of the international relations of produc¬ 
tion becomes ever more essential to the economic 
progress of individual CM ft A countries. 

The formation of an international structure of 
production within CMEA is accompanied by the 
establishment of an appropriate organisational struc¬ 
ture regulating the status of it-, individual parts. As 
national and joint planning become interlinked and 
the national economic management systems draw to¬ 
gether. there emerge elements of a single economic 
planning mechanism regulating the functioning of 
the integrating CMEA economies. This occurs within 
the framework of national-state ownership of the 
means and implements of production- Ami the same 
processes arc stimulated within the framework of the 
whole of the community by the increased degree of 
actual socialisation of production and by the inten¬ 
sification of the social character of labour within 
national borders. 

The socialist community's experience unmistakably 
suggests that the internationalisation of social life 
in socialist countries constitutes the most general 
tendency in the establishment and development of 
the socialist system on an international scale. Inter¬ 
nationalisation is one of the most essential aspects 
of every sphere of the social life in every socialist 
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country'- economic, political, ideological. and cultur¬ 
al. The tendency towards internationalisation is a 
determining factor in the development of the pro¬ 
ductive forces, constituting the essence of the policy 
of the communist and workers' parties. It represents 
the most common significant trait in the develop¬ 
ment of every form of the fraternal countries' coope¬ 
ration. being responsible for the closer interaction of 
national economies, coordination of basic foreign po¬ 
licy aspects, and the directions, forms and methods 
of ideological work. 

This tendency results in the socialist countries' 
all-round drawing together, through the growing 
uniformity of their socio-political structures as the 
differences in the quantitative compositions (i.r M 
the share in the social structure) and qualitative 
composition of the working class in the *oriali*t 
community countries are rapidly levelled off and the 
similarity of their forms and methods of socialist 
economic management increases. Most of the *ocialut 
community countries are now at the same stage of 
social development, the stage i»f building a developed 
socialist society. All this is the result of a long and 
complex historical process. TIu* process id drawing 
together gives rise to new, f>crfect forms of interna¬ 
tional interaction in all sphere* of social life. The 
most important of them is the all-round sharing of 
experience and the internationalisation of its best 
features The political tics between socialist coun¬ 
tries are enhanced ami there is closer cooperation 
between them in the area of ideological work and 


in every sphere of cultural and intellectual life. In 

t other words, developed socialism presupposes more 
perfect forms of internationalisation not only of the 
economy, but also of the political, ideological, cul- 
tiir.il and intellectual spheres, and of the way of life 
of the peoples of the fraternal countries. 

The socialist community countries have evolved a 
common programme of struggle for strengthening 
peace and international security and for effective 
international cooperation. They have undertaken to 
defend together the gains of socialism from any 
hostile encroachments and arc effectively cooperating 
in the Warsaw Treaty Organisation. 

Extension of the economic and political contact* 
between socialist states is the key factor in ^length¬ 
ening their idrologic.il cohesion, in inducing them 
to develop cooperation in the ideological sphere. 

Developed socialism L* characterised by the greater 
spiritual and cultural convergence of the socialise 
community countries The national culture of each 
country increasingly absorbs all that is new and 
valuable in the cultural life of othei socialist coun¬ 
tries. Through steadily growing international con¬ 
tacts, national intellectual, ideological, theoretical 
and artistic values, socialist and internationalist in 

( content and character, are increasingly incorporated 
in the cultural fund of the socialist community as a 
whole, thereby laying the foundations for the emer¬ 
gence an«l development of a communist culture of 
all mankind. 

Simultaneously more common features appear in 
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the way of life of the peoples of socialist countries. 
As a result of the fraternal countries’ drawing togc- 
ther in all areas of social life and the growing inter* 
course between them, the conditions of material, cul¬ 
tural and intellectual life there become more similar 
and much the same principles of conduct in the 
family, work collective and society arc followed. The 
notion ‘socialist way of life* becomes more and more 
an international concept, without implying any 
standardisation of men's personalities or impeding 
the growth of national identity. 

One major outcome of the internationalisation of 
production and social life in socialist countries is 
the rapid evening out id their socio-political and 
economic development levels. One of the greatest 
advantages of the new social system is materialised 
in this process. Socialism not only proclaims the 
equality of all countries and peoples, but also pro¬ 
vides the necessary material conditions for it. pro¬ 
ceeding from tlvc identity of the fundamental inter¬ 
ests of the socialist countries, all uf which have a 
vital interest in quickly building the material and 
technical facilities necessary to the growth of living 
standards and culture. The international aspect of 
this problem consists in the fact that abolishing the 
economic lag of individual countries is objectively 
the common concern of all socialist states ami simul¬ 
taneously their paramount internationalist duty, 
which impels live more developed socialist countries 
to render fraternal assistance to the less developed 
•ties. 


SOCIALIST COMMUNITY'S HISTORICAL ROLE 377 

It must be mentioned at this point that the Soviet 
Union’s assistance to fraternal parties in carrying out 
socialist industrialisation was an important factor in 
the evening out process, especially at the initial stage 
of the formation of the world socialist system. 

On an international scale, this process involve! the 
elimination of essential difference! in the levels of 
development of individual countries, of their eco¬ 
nomic Complexes. Essentially, therefore, it is a com¬ 
bination of the two interrelated processes—of per¬ 
fecting national economic complexes a< key elements 
r>f the world socialist economy, and streamlining 
individual national economies relative to one 
another; this is indispensable m the progress of the 
world socialist system as a whole and to the real¬ 
isation of the advantages inherent in it. 

The coordinated common course pursued by the 
communist and workers’ parties in the fraternal coun¬ 
tries founil expression in the adoption in 1971, by 
the 25th CMEA Session, of a Comprehensive Pro¬ 
gramme for the further extension and improve¬ 
ment of cooperation and the development of the 
socialist economic integration of the CMEA member 
countries. The Programme is a collectively formu¬ 
lated international policy document of the fraternal 
countries and will he iallied out stage by stage over 
a period of 15 to 20 years. 

The Comprehensive Programme envisages meas¬ 
ures for assisting the industrial growth of less develop¬ 
ed countries by giving them every opportunity of 
taking part in specialising production and organising 
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il along cooperative lines, aiding them to ensure high 
technical standards for specialised output, helping 
them to design. build ami commission projects bring¬ 
ing tlrem to the stage of large-scale production, 
granting them international loans on easy terms, and 
so on. 

I he Comprehensive Programme gives special pro¬ 
minence to the problems involved in providing for 
the accelerated growth and greater efficiency of the 
economy of the Mongolian People's Republic. The 
CMEA countries decided to work out special meas¬ 
ures towards these rods. taking into account Mon¬ 
golia’s natural and economic conditions. These 
measures include joint construction and exploitation 
of industrial ami other projects by the countrie% 
concerned through contributions of financial, mate¬ 
rial and technical means and manpower, and assist¬ 
ance in bringing them ter mastering planned capaci¬ 
ties. and so on. 

Today in Mongolia several major industrial enter¬ 
prises are under construction, prospecting for min¬ 
erals is conducted on a large scale, and effective 
measures are being carried out in agriculture. Suc¬ 
cessful economic development has turned Mongolia 
friKu a backward stock-breeding country into a rap¬ 
idly developing agro-industrial one. 

Signal successes in economic, development have 
been chalked up by Cuba, which actively cooperated 
with the Soviet Union and other CMEA countries 
even before it became a member of the organisation 
itself. The fraternal countries' assistance to Cuba's 
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economic development is growing. ’I hrough the joint 
effort of the CMEA countries, Cuha'* nickel facil¬ 
ities arc being notably enlarged and a number ot 
other major economic projects are under way. 

It is estimated that between 1950 and 1976 in 
the CMEA countries the difference (between max¬ 
imum and minimum figures) in per capita produc¬ 
tion diminished from 3.2 to 1.3 limes for national 
income, from 5 to 1.7 times for industrial output, 
and 2 to 1.7 times for agricultural output. 

The results of the economic levelling oft of the 
CMEA countries can he seen in the updating of the 
economic patterns of once less developed countries, 
improved technical equipment of their economies and 
the rapid growth of the people's living standards. 
Between 1950 and 1976 the share contributed to 
national income by industry' and construction in¬ 
crease! from 43.4 to 58 9 per cm l in Bulgaria, from 
49.6 to til.6 per cent in Romania, from 11.1 to 30.8 
per cent in Mongolia, and from 15 to 63.8 per cent 
in Poland. All European CMEA countries are de¬ 
veloping high technology industries. Much progress 
has been made, too, in bringing the fraternal coun¬ 
tries' scientific and technological development to a 
more uniform level. 

All European CMEA countries have also drawn 
much closer together in the production of major 
industrial goods. Thus, whereas in 1950 the ratio 
between the maximum and minimum |>er capita 
electric power generation was about 10:1, in 1975-76 
the gap was narrowed to 2.5:1. Similarly, the diffc- 
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rence between the maximum and minimum figures 
was reduced over tlic same period from 360:1 to 
2.7:1 in steel production, from 31:1 to 8:1 in ch«*m- 
ic.il fibres, from 18:1 to 1:1 in mineral fertilisers, 
from 2.8:1 to 1.9:1 in cement, and from 3.1:1 to 
1.1:1 in cotton fabrics. 

As their economic, scientific ami technological 
potential grew stronger, the CMliA countries were 
able to take part in the international division of 
labour on a more equal footing. This is seen in the 
emergence of a clear industrial pattern in their ex¬ 
ports. Thus, the proportion of finished industrial 
goods (machines, equipment and transportation facil¬ 
ities, consumer goods, chemicals, fertiliser, building 
materials, etc.) in Bulgaria's exports increased from 

3.7 per cent in 1950 to 57.6 per cent in 1976. and 
over the same period increased from 15.9 to 59.9 per 
rent for Hungary, from 0.9 to 11 per cent for Mon¬ 
golia. from about 20 t« 61.7 per cent for Poland, 
from 11.6 to 53,5 per cent for Romania, and from 

57.7 to 74.6 per cent for Czecltodovakia Per capita 
volumes of export increased many timet over. 

It does not io the least follow from the objective 
law of evening out of the development levels of in¬ 
dividual countries that all socialist countries must 
develop at exactly the same rate. On the contrary, 
it is just l>ccausc the less developed socialist coun¬ 
tries advance at a relatively faster rate that they 
attain the level of those better developed, and the 
whole of the fraternal community makes fresh gains. 
In the socialist world, the evening out of individual 
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countries’ development levels is a major means oi 
harmonising their national-state interests, in contrast 
to the capitalist world, where this process only tends 
to aggravate inter-imperialist contradictions. 

At picscnt tlie communist and workers’ parties arc 
concentrating their attention on employing the major 
advances achieved after the first few years oi car¬ 
rying iKit the Comprehensive Programme in the 
economic drawing together of the fraternal countries, 
and nuking good use of the resultant opportunities 
for developing mutual cooperation so as to extend 
further the international socialist division of labour 
and intensify socialist economic integration. It is on 
this basis that the work on coordinating the CMEA 
countries' national economic plans is conducted and 
the prospects for their long-term socio-economic de¬ 
velopment are determined, 

3. The Socialist Community 
os a New Type 
of International Relations 
Among the Socialist Countries 

The all-round progress of the world socialist com¬ 
munity is linked with the development of the prin¬ 
ciples of proletarian socialist internationalism. The 
establishment and consolidation of developed social- 
i in is seen by the communist and workers' parties 
as their common, internationalist t:i'k, dealt with in 
each country with regard for concrete conditions. In 
the process, the content and forms of fraternal coun- 
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tries' mutual cooperation arc enriched and their 
joint efforts in tackling the fundamental problems 
involved in the building of socialism and communism 
come to play a greater role. 

'Proletarian internationalism is the incut important 
principle—a principle which life itself has confirm¬ 
ed-- by which Communists an* guided in carrying 
out their activity/ stales die CO CPSU resolution 
On the 60th Anniversary of the Gnat October So¬ 
cialist Revolution. 'It is of central importance to the 
entire theory and practice of scientific communism. 
It is under the banner of inlet nationalism that the 
October Revolution triumphed and the first social¬ 
ist state consolidated its portions,, that the world 
socialist system has emerged, and the socialist com¬ 
munity is developing and gaining in strength, and 
the international communist and working-class move¬ 
ment is growing and becoming increasingly united. 
The CPSU has always been guided by the vital 
international interests of socialism, of the entire revo¬ 
lutionary movement.' 1 

With the emergence of unialiim beyond the bor¬ 
ders of nne country on,l the formation of the world 
socialist system, proletarian internationalism become* 
the foundation of the extensive social practice of 
socialist states and a cardinal factor in their eco¬ 
nomic and cultural life. It i< the unshakable foun¬ 
dation of the international relations of the socialist 


1 On the 60th Anniversary of the Great October 
■Socialist /icioiuiicn, p. 21. 
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type that have been established among the fr.tleiii.il 
countries. 

In the new historical conditions proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism has come to determine not only the 
tasks and purposes of the international working-class 
struggle against capitalist exploitation, aggressive 
imperialist policy and national enslavement; it now 
also comprises the tasks and purposes of the countries 
of the world socialist system in building socialism 
and communism, developing and strengthening 
interstate socialist relations, and consolidating 
the international positions ol the world socialist 
system. 

In the scholarly literature of the socialist com¬ 
munity countries the opinion has become fumly 
established that proletarian internationalism, realised 
in the system of the socialist countries' interparty and 
interstate relations, is being further developed and 
extended, as with the consolidation ol working-class 
power in these countries, the strengthening of actually 
existing socialism becomes the principal aim ot pro¬ 
letarian internationalism, and the ruling communist 
parties become its main subject*. The term 'socialist 
internationalism’ is used to designate these new pro¬ 
perties acquired by proletarian internationalism in 
the context of the world socialist system. 

The economic and socio-political basis of socialist 
internationalism is social ownership of the imple¬ 
ments and means of production, which holds undi¬ 
vided sway in socialist national economies, ami a 
new class .structure, whose determining feature is 
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iIn* leading i<»!<* of the working cla*w in clow alliance 
with the peasants. This profoundly alters the objective 
basis of international working-class solidarity, creat¬ 
ing economic and political prerequisites for uniting 
the worldng class and all working people into a 
fraternal curnmunity of equals for the purpose of 
building a new social system. 

Socialist internationalism has become the leading 
home and foreign policy principle of the countries 
of the world socialist system. Guided by Lenin's 
precepts on the methods ami forms whereby socialist 
countries can influence world development., the com¬ 
munist and workers' parties of the fraternal coun¬ 
tries build their policy on a class basis, with due 
account of the historical prospects for the develop¬ 
ment of the world revolutionary process. 

One cardinal feature of socialist internationalism 
is the constant concern shown by cadi ruling com¬ 
munist party for building up the positions of the 
entire world Socialist system, for promoting friendship 
and cooperation with all the other socialist nations, 
and for enhancing the unity and cohesion of all so¬ 
cialist countries. 

Sm i ilist internationalism implies, in particular, 
disinterested aid to less developed countries by more 
economically advanced ones, and the readiness of 
each country to contribute to the consolidation of 
the world socialist system. 'Every Communist Party, 
which has become the ruling parry in the state, hears 
historical responsibility for the destinies of both its 
country and the entire socialist camp/ slates the 


SOCIALIST COMMUNITY’S HISTORICAL ROLE 385 

Declaration of the I960 International Meeting of 
Communist and Workers’ Parties. 1 

Explaining the meaning of socialist internationalism 
at the current stage, the fraternal countries defined 
as its cardinal feature the internationalist duty of 
jointly defending the gains of socialism and repulsing 
die attacks of international counter-revolution. ‘The 
defence of socialism is an internationalist duly of 
Communists,' state the documents of die 1969 In¬ 
ternational Meeting of Communist and Workers' 
Parties* 

Since socialist internationalism is characteristic of 
relations between sovereign socialist countries, it 
implies consistent observance by them of die prin¬ 
ciples of equality, mutual benefit, respect for terri* 
torial integrity and independence of states, and non* 
intervention in their internal affairs. These general 
democratic principles acquire a new character in 
relations between socialist countries, being applied 
in an organic unity with purely socialist principles. 
Just as the struggle for democracy, when carried 
through, inevitably develops into n struggle for so¬ 
cialism, so the full implementation of the principles 
of democracy hy the socialist countries affords grounds 
for regarding these principles as part of the total 


' The Snuggle {or Peace, Dtmoa«cv and Socialism, 
Progress Publishers, Mc*eow, 1%3, p. 51. 

* International Meeting of Cimmunitt and IPor/.rn* 
Tarliei, Moscow I960, Peace and Socialism Publishers, 
Prague, 1969, p. 23. 
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combination of the principles of socialist internation¬ 
alism. 

In relations between socialist countries tbe general 
democratic principles of international relations are, 
for the first time, tilled with real content, correspond¬ 
ing to their inner essence, instead of being a mere 
formula concealing the partners' actual inequality, 
ns is the ease in relations between capitalist coun¬ 
tries. In addition, it must be stressed that unswerv¬ 
ing observance of general democratic principles by 
socialist countries in their relations with non-social¬ 
ist countries, and above all in their relations with 
developing countries, is a major factor in making 
the whole system of international relations incur 
democratic. 

Socialist internationalism i< organically linked with 
the unremitting struggle waged by the socialist com¬ 
munity countries for peace and international secu¬ 
rity. The notions 'socialism' and ’peace' are insepara¬ 
ble from the socialist countries’ struggle for si length¬ 
ening peace and for translating the Leninist 
principles of peaceful coexistence into practice. This 
struggle is the international cause of Communists 
in all countries; it constitutes the main line of the 
working-class struggle for bringing about die inter¬ 
national conditions most favourable to the success 
of socialism. Socialist internationalism, which makes 
the socialist community stronger, thereby fortifies 
the main material and spiritual bulwark of world 
peace. 

Thus, experience shows that the internal rccjuirc- 
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mcnls of the socialist states as well ns the conditions 
<»f their struggle against the countries belonging to 
the opposite social system objectively call for die 
association of the countries of victorious socialism 
in a unified front, in a close-knit socialist community. 
The cohesion and close unity of the fraternal coun¬ 
tries are the strongest guarantee of their national 
independence and sovereignty. That is why the gen¬ 
uine internationalism of tbe policy pmsued by the 
socialist states manifests itself above all in their 
efforts to strengthen the unity of their ranks and 
achieve ever greater political consolidation and eco¬ 
nomic rapprochement. The more solid the ranks of 
the socialist states, the more mcceisfully they can 
deal widi their internal problems and build up their 
international positions; any tendencies towards isola¬ 
tion greatly harm both the country evincing such 
tendencies ami the whole of the socialist community. 

The new type of international relations and the 
principles of socialist internationalism underlying 
these relations are a world-historic achievement of 
world socialism. Socialist internationalism is the main 
and determining means whereby the advantages of 
socialism arc realised in the context of the w-hole of 
the world socialist system. The experience and achieve¬ 
ments of each socialist country coanc to be shared 
by all the other countries, while each separate coun¬ 
try, in its turn, is able to apply the other countries' 
achievements on its native soil and to draw on their 
frutcrnal ambiance. 

Describing the relations that have become est.ib* 
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1 is! ifj between socialist community countries, 
Leonid Brezhnev points out that 'these relations 
now encompass virtually all aspects of life. But 
although their si ope i' an important factor, this is 
not the only one. The very nature of these relations 
i< such that not only pm lies. not only state bodies, 
but also the working people are taking a direct part 
in developing them. Millions, upon millions of people 
arc becoming increasingly aware that their destinies 
arc linked together and arc coining to feel an ever 
greater mutual sympathy and respect. This is what 
makes the big family of socialist countries close-knit 
and strong.’ 1 

Socialist internationalism, which is the main avenue 
for realising the decisive advantages of socialism as 
a world economic and political system, is being 
attacked by all adversaries of the new social system. 
Tile imperialist ideologists and politicians arc trying 
hard to disunite the socialist countries, to tear them 
away from the Soviet Union, to separate them from 
one another, and leave them to face world imperi¬ 
alism alone. Ibis is essentially the aim of the contem¬ 
porary anti-socialist doctrines of 'building bridges', 
exercising a 'differentiated approach’, and so forth. 
Sapping proletarian internationalism becomes para¬ 
mount in the eyes of the world bourgeoisie to preserv¬ 
ing its class domination. Internationalism is assailed 
by anti-communists of every stripe and hue, who 

’ L. I. Biezhnov, Our Course: Peace and Socialism, 
Novasti Press Agency Publishing Home, Moscow, 1970, 
p. 82. 
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seek to disunite and weaken the revolutionary and 
democratic forces of today. Revisionists of the right 
ami ’left’ hue have hastened to join the common 
stream of struggle against proletarian, socialist inter¬ 
nationalism, seeking to sap from within the unity 
and cohesion of the international working class and 
its communist vanguard. 

Distorted interpretation of the essence of prole¬ 
tarian internationalism is one of the main lines of 
the struggle against it in present-day conditions. In¬ 
ternationalism is emasculated of its class nature and 
reduced merely to the postulation of equal rights. 
The allegation that the genuine equality of parties 
is incompatible with their international solidarity 
has become part of the stock in trade of lire anti¬ 
communists, while this solidarity itself is depicted 
as the. communist parties’ submission to the dictates 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 

Another direction of the onslaught on proletarian 
internationalism is exclusive concentration on the 
local conditions in which different communist parties 
have to fight for democracy and socialism, to the 
detriment of the general principles of their anti- 
imperialist struggle. Thus, the purely national tasks 
of certain contingents of the international working 
class were raised to an absolute and opposed to its 
international tasks. This was the source of the con¬ 
ception of various ‘national’ models of socialism. 
Pluralism, which was allegedly to supplant proletar¬ 
ian internationalism, was proclaimed to be the lead¬ 
ing principle of the international communist move- 
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nitiit. A lucks on internationalism were particularly 
fierce during die preparations for the Berlin Confer¬ 
ence of the Communist and Workers' Parties of 
Europe. The bourgeois press prophesied that die 
meeting would come to nothing because die 'Com¬ 
munists will fail to reach an agreement'. 

Under these circumstances, the convocation and 
successful holding of the conference of 29 European 
communist and workers’ parties dashed the reaction¬ 
aries’ hopes that the Communists of Europe would 
fall out, that their activities would be confined to 
purely national interests. The Conference helped 
the communist parties of different countries to work 
out common positions on a number of major issues, 
which were reflected in the jointly prepared docu¬ 
ments adopted l)y die Berlin Conference. The final 
document of the Conference pointed out that the 
communist panic* would develop their international, 
comradely, voluntary cooperation strictly observing 
die equal rights and sovereign independence of each 
party. 

In analysing the problem of the realisation of the 
advantages of socialism oil an international scale, 
it is very important to take into consideration the 
fact that the socialist community was formed by a 
voluntary union of sovereign states with different 
levels of economic and political development. Each 
socialist state is an independent, sovereign country, 
but at die same time, by virtue of the socio-economk 
nature of the new system, all socialist coun¬ 
tries pursue the same goal in their social devclop- 
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ment and have the <ame vital interests, which pro¬ 
moter their unity, close alliance, and coordinated 
action. Therefore, the main condition for imple¬ 
menting the principles of socialist internationalism 
is the harmonisation of the national and international 
interests of the socialist countries, their drive for 
unity, comradely cooperation and elaboration of a 
common stand and mode of action on key political 
issues on the basis of the parties' equality and 
voluntary cooperation. 

The harmonious combination of the national and 
international interests of the socialist countries, 
embodied in the practical activities of their commu¬ 
nist parties, shows that in the world socialist system 
there. i< no antagonism between each country's nat¬ 
ural desire to enhance its national sovereignty and 
national identity, and the continually developing 
cooperation and economic ami political drawing 
together of the socialist countries. Furtheunore, life 
shows that closer international cooperation with 
other socialist countries is just what ri needed for 
strengthening the statehood of every socialist country. 

I his cooperation U a major source of their economic 
growth and consolidated international positions. 

The economic, growth of all socialist community 
countries without exception, their greatly increased 
international prestige and outstanding contribution 
to the solution of urgent international issues, all are 
real evidence of the fact that the stronger internal 
and international positions of each socialist country, 
on the one hand, and the all-round development of 


- 
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the fraternal countries’ cooperation, on the other, 
represent a single process, growing might and cohe¬ 
sion of the socialist countries community. 

For all that, it would he wrong, to say the least, 
to assert that llir problem of harmonising the national 
and international aspects of the socialist countries’ 
development is resolved automatically. Practice 
shows that this is a complicated and responsible task 
requiring each party to have a great measure of 
class awareness and a highly developed sense of in¬ 
ternationalist duty. Otherwise it is easy to slip into 
nationalism or into a utilitarian attitude to politics. 

Lenin defined for the international communist 
movement the key criterion for harmonising specific 
national features with general international principles 
of building socialism. The unity of the communist 
and working-class movement, he noted, ‘demands 
not die elimination of variety or the suppression of 
national distinctions (which is a pipe dream at 
present), but an application of the fundamental 
principles of communism ... which will correctly 
modify these principles in certain fmrtit ulnn, cor¬ 
rectly adapt and apply them to national and national- 
state distinctions. 11 

This precept of Lenin's guides the communist and 
workers’ parties when they elaborate their policy 
for strengthening the positions of socialism in each 
country, enhancing the unity and cohesion of the 

’ V. I. Lenin, * •'Left-Wing’' Communism—an Infantile 
Disorder', ColUcitti Works, Vol. 31, p. 92. 
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entire socialist community and developing effective 
all-round cooperation between socialist countries. 
Tin*, pivot of this policy is the dialectical unity of 
the common aims ami tasks of all socialist countries 
and the specific, particular problems determined by 
the concrete conditions of each country's develop¬ 
ment, by its economic, scientific and technological 
potential, geographic location, and so on. 

The socialist countries and their working class are 
staunch fighters for the implementation of the prin¬ 
ciples of proletarian internationalism, in which the 
interests and requirements of the revolutionary 
struggle of the international working class find con¬ 
scious reflection. Nevertheless, the working class of 
the socialist countries is a class wielding power, a 
class building and perfecting actually existing social¬ 
ism on a national and international scale. The range 
of its international interests as a ruling class is ex¬ 
panding and growing more complex. Along with 
interests determined by the requirements of the in¬ 
ternational working-claw struggle for social emanci¬ 
pation, llw* working class has interests related to the 
consolidation of socialism that has already been built 
within the borders of individual countries and the 
world socialist system. 

The source of the intrinsic, truly international 
identity of interests of the socialist states lies in the 
uniform socio-economic and political nature of their 
social system, which is the reason why they belong 
to the. world socialist system, have common allies 
and fees in the world arena, and common tasks 
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which objectively face individual countries and the 
socialist system as a whole. T hat is why their com¬ 
mon international interests express the more essential 
aspects, conditions and factors in the development 
of each socialist country and of the world socialist 
system as a definite economic ami political entity 
of socialist slates. 

As the socialist countries draw together economi- 
cally and become politically consolidated, as their 
entire social life becomes internationalised, their na¬ 
tional-state interests grow more closely interrelated. 
Characteristic of each integrating country is an 
absolute and relative growth in the share of its in¬ 
dustrial and agricultural output (and consequently, 
of national income) which goes for satisfying the 
needs of the fraternal countries. Accordingly, pro¬ 
ducts received from other CMK.A countries come to 
account for a growing share of domestic productive 
anti personal consumption and the socialist coun¬ 
tries’ economic interrelation is inevitably intensified. 

The growing interrelation of the individual coun¬ 
tries* national-state interests manifested itself partic¬ 
ularly clearly in the CMEA countries’ decision to 
draw up a coordinated five-year plan of integration 
measures and introduce a special section in each 
country's five-year plan providing for these measures 
to be included in the national economic develop¬ 
ment programmes. In this way. from the very start 
each country sets aside the financial, material and 
manpower resources necessary for carrying out the 
agreed integration measures. 


Soill A LIST COMMUNITY’S HISTORICAL ROLE 395 

The common international interest in developing 
cooperation is. however, seen through the prism of 
the individual countries’ specific interests and there 
may be a reitain discrepancy between particular in- 
torrsU within the framework of tlie general integra¬ 
tion process. Tire focal point of this discrepancy are 
factors which make it objectively more difficult to 
bring a country’s expenditures on integration meas¬ 
ures into exact balance with the economic effect it 
gels from them during each specific interval of time. 
Apart from this, countries with different economic 
development levels have a varying degree of inter¬ 
est in carrying out some integration project or other. 
What happens is that national-slate interests fail to 
coincide in time, as it were. What has been of vital 
interi 't to the more economically advanced coun¬ 
tries in the more or less distant past, is so to the less 
dcvelojreil countries at ihe present moment. 

In practice, in order to ensure common success, 
fraternal countries sometimes have to slow up or lim¬ 
it thr- scale of a domestic project, especially when 
a joint project requires that a part of the national 
resources Ire set aside for it. This happens, for ex¬ 
ample, when economic or military assistance must be 
given to other countries. 

Yet those contradictions lretween particular inter¬ 
ests arc comparatively easy to overcome, exiting ns 
ihey do within the framework of a more important 
interest shaml by all. Realising the need for devel¬ 
oping miiprocal cooperation, the fraternal coun¬ 
tries find mutually acceptable decisions on particular 
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problems. The policy of the socialist community 
countries, aimed at eliminating the differences in 
their economic development levels, effectively fur¬ 
thers the. convergence of their national-state interests. 

Harmonisation of national-state interests is a ma¬ 
jor sphere of the activity of the communist and work¬ 
ers' parties in the socialist countries. It is effected 
through numerous channels and at different levels 
of party, state and economic management. Very im¬ 
portant in this respect are bilateral and multilateral 
contacts between party and government leaders who 
discuss a wide range of problems of mutual interest, 
evolve uniform standpoints, and determine common 
positions. We must especially stress the participation 
of the fraternal countries’ leaders in party congres¬ 
ses and international meetings of communist and 
svorkers’ parlies. Harmonisation of interests is based 
on the norms and principles of mutual cooperation, 
worked out jointly by the fraternal countries and 
formalised in such basic documents as international 
treaties of friendship and cooperation, the basic prin¬ 
ciples of the international socialist division of labour, 
the CMEA Charter, the Charter of tin- Warsaw 
Treaty Organisation, and the Comprehensive Pro¬ 
gramme for the Further Extension and Improvement 
of Cooperation and the Development of Socialist 
Economic Integration by the CMEA Member Coun¬ 
tries. 

The harmonisation mechanism includes mutual 
exchanges of delegation* of party and government 
officials anti systematic meetings of economic man- 
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agen, experts, scientists surd cultural figures at which 
they tackle concrete problems of cooperation in dif¬ 
ferent areas of social life. ‘We have learned to cope 
successfully with our day-to-day tasks and patiently 
work out fair solutions to problems that cannot be 
resolved in capitalist conditions/ Leonid Brezhnev 
said. ‘And in doing this, we have learned to har¬ 
monise the interests of each with the interests of all 
and to cooperate, sweeping aside everything that may 
hinder or complicate our joint progress.' 1 

The activities of the Council for Mutual Eco¬ 
nomic Assistance, tire Warsaw Treaty Organisation 
and representatives of the fraternal socialist countries 
in die United Nations and other international and 
regional bodies, in which they act in concert on 
die basis of a jointly elaborated platform arc an im¬ 
portant put of the mcchani'tn of harmonising na¬ 
tional-state interests 

Over the past few years, notable progress has been 
made in ideological cooperation between communist 
and workers’ parties. 1'his is quite natural because 
at the current stage of building socialism in frater¬ 
nal countries and building communism in the USSR, 
increasing significance attaches to the communist edu¬ 
cation of the masses and to efforts to raise the level 
of social consciousness. Apart from this, in view of 
the current intensification of the ideological struggle 
between the old ansi the new worlds, it is necessary 
to step up the advance of Marxism-Leninism and 

' L. I. Brezhnev, Following Lenin's Count, pp. 80-31. 
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proletarian internationalism and rebuff bourgeois and 
revisionist ideology. The work conducted by the com¬ 
munist and workers* parties to cducalc the nuissis 
in the internationalist spirit; propagation of tl»e suc¬ 
cesses achieved by tire peoples of tire fraternal coun¬ 
tries in building socialism and Kniummi.Mii and devel¬ 
oping mutual fraternal cooperation; explanation to 
the masses of the role and significance of the world 
socialist system as the greatest gain of the interna¬ 
tional working class- all this plays a substantial part 
in harmonising national-state interests. 

Socialist Economic Integration a> a 
General Tendency 0/ the Socialist 
Comm unity's Dei eloj>ment 

As most of the CMKA countries entered the pe¬ 
riod of building developed socialism, mature social¬ 
ism was built in tlic USSR, and it l>ecame tbr ocdei 
of the day to boost the efficiency of socialist produc¬ 
tion so as to accelerate the growth of the people’s 
living standards, much higher demands came to he 
made by the CMEA countries on their reciprocal 
economic cooperation. The communist and workers' 
parties have set the task of making fuller use of the 
advantages offered by the international socialist divi¬ 
rion of labour so as to achieve an upsurge of pro¬ 
ductive forces in each socialist country and consoli¬ 
date the positions of world socialism at large. The 
Comprehensive Programme is being successfully trans¬ 
lated into practice. 

In elaborating the conception of socialist economic 
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integration, Marxist scholars have debunked the bour¬ 
geois and revisionist concepts of integration, which 
gloss over its class nature and reduce integration mere¬ 
ly to closer interdependente of national economic 
complexes. Marxists proceed from the. premise that 
the character of the social system determines not 
only the purposes and economic and social effects 
of integration and its historical limits, hut also the 
organisational fonm «>f die integration process. 

Capitalist integration is a process of drawing to¬ 
gether of national economies based on capitalist 
ownership. Its subjects arc the capitalist monopo¬ 
lies and capitalist states. Capitalist integration, tlveie- 
fore, serves the interests of monopoly capital. The 
economic effect of capitalist integration is evaluated 
above all from the standpoint of providing better 
conditions for monopolies’ operations, increased mo¬ 
nopoly profit anil intensified exploitation of labour. 
Capitalist integration may he seen as ;i certain in¬ 
ternational kind of state-monopoly capitalism and 
simultaneously as a means in the struggle waged 
by the monopolies and state-capitalist associations for 
the recarving of markets and spheres of influence. 
Integration has, to a certain extent, given the rul¬ 
ing class in developed capitalist countries more scope 
for manoeuvring, alfoiding some opportunities for 
the growth of productive forces and application of 
the advances of science and technology. Neverthe¬ 
less, practice has shown conclusively that capitalist 
integration does nothing to remove capitalism's in¬ 
herent antagonisms. 
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It is significant that capitalist integration has plain¬ 
ly revealed two antagonistic development trends. One 
is towards integration at state level, where the par- 
lies agree to share a common market. 'Hie other is 
towards the formation of multinational corporations. 
The latter largely aim to wreck the measures pur¬ 
sued by the Common Market countries. One instance 
of this is the Eurodollar, which is not controlled 
by the West European states. The antagonism be¬ 
tween the two trends in capitalist integration in¬ 
creases as the multinationals wax stronger, 

I he consequences of capitalist integration are well 
known: big blocs and large-scale industry grow strong¬ 
er while small and medium-sized concerns go out 
ot business; different areas of the integrating region 
become unevenly developed; workers arc subjected 
to mass dismissals and hundreds of thousands »f farm¬ 
ers go bankrupt; the people's political and social 
rights are violated. The historical trends of capital¬ 
ist integration corroborate Iamin's analysis of 
the capitalist internationalisation of production, 
which showed that it was riddled with contradictions 
and had no prospects. Lenin wrote that ‘inev¬ 
itably imperialism will burst and capitalism will be 
transformed into its opposite hug before one world 
bust materialises, before the “ultra-imperialist", 
world-wide amalgamation of national finance capi¬ 
tals takes place’.’ 

1 V. I. Lenin, ‘Preface to N. Bukharin's Pamphlet, 
Imp/tiolilfH and the Wen Id EconomyCollected Works, 
Vol. 22. p. 107. 
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The first half of the 11170s was marked by a sc¬ 
ries of events which forcefully demonstrated the eco¬ 
nomic and political instability of modern capitalism 
State-monopoly capitalism proved utterly unable, to 
stop galloping inflation. Prices have soared to a lev¬ 
el at which the very foundations of the capitalist 
economy arc undermined, the living standards of 
millions of working people have dropped abruptly, 
and the struggle of the working class, the urban and 
rural petty bourgeoisie, students and intellectuals for 
their economic and political rights has assumed un¬ 
precedented dimensions. The. growing instability of 
modern capitalism and the further aggravation of 
intcrimpcrialist conflicts weir manifested in the worst 
economic crisis ever to beset the capitalist world, 
protracted and profound monetary and energy cri¬ 
ses. In the light of these facts, it becomes clear that 
integration processes in the world capitalist econo¬ 
my can ikk lid capitalism of its incurable vices, mod¬ 
ify its exploitative nature or retard mankind's pro¬ 
gress towards the liual triumph of socialism. 

A fundamentally different historical tendency is 
present in socialist economic integration. Hie inte¬ 
gration process is consciously regulated by the coun¬ 
tries concerned on the bai-is of profound knowledge 
of tin- economic laws of socialism and their ever 
more purposeful and comprehensive application. 

Sex ialisi economic integration is carried out by 
making use of the advantages stemming from social 
ownership of the means of production and planned 
economy. 


to :«? 
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That U why socialist economic integration, by its 
very nature, methods and historical aims, is immense¬ 
ly superior to capitalist integration and is the high¬ 
est social type oi integration, which eventually will 
result in that ‘single world co-operative ’ 1 whose estab¬ 
lishment was considered by Lenin to be the most 
important law of the development of world social¬ 
ism. 

Integration is decisive to bringing into play the 
more essential advantages of socialism as a world 
economic and political system. It yields the great¬ 
est economy of working time for the entire region 
of integrating countries, and is in line with the his¬ 
torical course of development of the whole socialist 
system. Integration is based on the dialectical unity 
of two principles, the objective and the subjective. 
It rests on the objective tendencies and laws of the 
development of the socialist mode of production, ami 
at (he same time it is systematically regulated and 
consciously directed. 

The Comprehensive Programme notes that ‘the 
extension and improvement of economic, scientific 
and technological cooperation and the development 
■of socialist economic integration by the CMEA mem¬ 
ber-countries is a process that is consciously and sys¬ 
tematically regulated by the Communist and Work¬ 
ers’ Parties and the Governments of the CMEA 
member-countries. It is. a process of the international 

1 V. I. Lenin, 'Speech to die Third Workers' Co-opera- 
live Congress', Collected Wotkt, Vol. 28, p. 333. 
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socialist division of labour, the drawing closer of 
their economies and tin- formation of modern, high¬ 
ly effective national economic structures, of a grad¬ 
ual drawing closer and evening out of tlieir eco¬ 
nomic development levels, a formation of deep ami 
enduring ties in the basic branches of the economy, 
science and technology, an expansion and consoli¬ 
dation of the international market of these coun¬ 
tries, and an improvement of commodity-money re¬ 
lations .' 1 

The Comprehensive Programme reflected and 
made tangible the fundamental principles of the so¬ 
cialist countries' integration policy. The CMEA coun¬ 
tries clearly defined the purposes of socialist eco¬ 
nomic integration. It is aimed nt ensuring a more 
rapid development of productive forces in all CMEA 
countries, attaining the highest possible level in sci¬ 
ence and technology, raising tin: economic efficiency 
of social prodm lion and achieving a maximum 
growth in social labour productivity. Successful inte¬ 
gration is a model of development in the com.se of 
which the opportunities provided liy the scientific ami 
technological revolution are organically combined 
with the advantages of socialism as a world eco¬ 
nomic system. 

' Comprehensive Proftomme for the Eli rthet Extension 
and Improvement of Co-cpt’aiicn and the Development of 
Seaaliit Economic Ini? {ration by the CMEA Member- 
Countries, Xovasti htti Aftcocy Publishing House, Mos¬ 
cow, 1971, pj>. 14*15, 



SOCIALISM AS A SOCIAL SVSlfM 




SOCIALIST COMMUNITY $ HISTORIC A I. ROLE 


m 

The Comprehensive Programme Can justly be de¬ 
scribed as a strategic plan for developing long-term 
economic cooperation between socialist countries. 
It proceeds from the need to intensify the process 
of internationally pooling material and financial re¬ 
sources for the purpose of solving the fundamental 
national economic problems of the socialist coun¬ 
tries. 

Socialist integration implies respect for the parti¬ 
cipating countries’ national sovereignty and indepen¬ 
dence. non-intervention in their internal affairs, the 
full equality and mutual advantage of the partners. 
As ii stated by the Comprehensive Programme, it 
takes place on a voluntary basis and involves no estab- 
IUV.ittent of supra-national bodies. 

The characteristics of socialist economic integra¬ 
tion include the growing role of coordinated eco¬ 
nomic policy to ensure efficient regulation of integra¬ 
tion processes, and comprehensive development of 
diverse forms of joint planning. The measure* effect¬ 
ed by the OMEA countries for the balanced devel¬ 
opment of integration vividly reflect the leading and 
guiding role of their communist and workers' parties. 

Plan-based development is a universal method by 
which all integration measures are effected and 
which prrvndi' every area and form of the fraternal 
countries' reciprocal cooperation. It lias become es¬ 
tablished practice -which is constantly being im¬ 
proved—to coordinate five-year and long-term eco¬ 
nomic development plans: expansion of production 
is planned jointly; consultations arc held on key prob- 
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Inns of economic policy; economic, scientific and 
technological forecasting i< carried on jointly; and 
experience is shared on how to improve national 
planning and economic management systems. 

Since the Comprehensive Programme was adopted, 
the GMEA countries have made notable progress in 
carrying out its targets and providing conditions for 
tackling major national economic problems. Social¬ 
ist integration enables the fraternal countries to co¬ 
ordinate the main lines of their long-range stiuctural 
policy and pool their efforts to deal jointly with ur¬ 
gent socio-economic problems, many of which simp¬ 
ly could not be tackled single-handed. 

One major current problem is that of fuel and raw 
materials. Its solution is essential to keeping industry 
and the population well supplied with natural re- 
sources, the requirements for which are increasing. 
It is well known that under capitalism the solution 
is attended with great difficulties and crises. In the 
world socialist economy, on lire other hand, this prob¬ 
lem is dealt with on a fundamentally different ba¬ 
sis. Uninterrupted supply of fuel and raw materi¬ 
als to industry is one of the major achievements in 
the socialist countries, resulting from die collective 
approach to tackling national economic problems. 

Thanks to their coordinated policy in develop¬ 
ing their fuel-producing and extracting industries, 
the CMKA countries are able to meet their princi¬ 
pal needs in a planned fashion for long periods 
ahc.nl. The powerful t'ncl-and-cnergy complex they 
have built allows them to supply their needs entirely 
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with what is produced within the l>ordcrs of the re¬ 
gion. 

A big contribution to this has been made by the 
Soviet Union. Between 1971 and 1975, exports of fuel 
(in cool equivalent) from the USSR to the other 
CMEA countries amounted to 562 million tons or 
76 per cent more than in the preceding live years. 

The CMEA countries deal with the fuel and raw 
materials problem mainly by pooling material and 
financial resources for joint development of mineral 
deposits, most of which are in the USSR. I his en¬ 
able* them jointly to build projects which are high¬ 
ly capital-intensive, take a long time to complete, 
and lie far away from their Soviet Union's western 
borders, 

Closely connected with the fuel and raw materials 
problem is the CMEA countries’ energy problem. 
It is tackled according to plan through their joint 
efforts on the l*s»* of concerted long-term energy 
policy. The main methods used arc building up the 
power industry and carrying out measures to ensure 
closer interlocking between national power grids. 

The IJOtb CMEA Session discusses! the plan for 
the long-range development of national unified elec¬ 
tric power systems operated by the CMEA countries, 
including cooperation with Yugoslavia's electric pow¬ 
er system, and approved the measures proposed. 1 
It is a major international project, which, when im* 


1 See: Ekvwmh'htikoj* totrudnfchttlvo stran rAfaiet 
SEV, No. 4, 1976, p. 31. 
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piemen ted, will result in lower construction Wats of 
power plants and transmission lines and cheaper power 
generation and supply. 

Atomic power engineering is gaining prominence 
in providing the CMEA countries with energy re¬ 
sources. Agreements and protocols have been signed 
under which the Soviet Union will give tcchni- 
ral assistance in building atomic power station* in 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, tbr GDR, Hungary, Po¬ 
land, and Romania. Some of these station? have al¬ 
ready been commissioned. 

Since they have an advanced engineering indus¬ 
try, which is developing at a faster rate than other 
industries in the CMEA countries and the machine- 
building industry in the West, the CMEA countries 
have all the prerequisites to jointly decide on how 
to supply their own requirements for machinery and 
plant and extend cooperation in using the latest results 
of science ami technology, developing and intro¬ 
ducing up-to-date machinery and processes, increas¬ 
ing mcrhnnkilkin and automation in the engineer¬ 
ing industry, and building project? and additional 
facilities requiring big capital outlays by the Coun¬ 
tries concerned. The CMEA countries and Yugosla¬ 
via have signed several dozen multilateral agreements 
on specialisation and cooperation in production. 
These agreements are concerned with the manufac¬ 
ture of cars, ships, tractors and farm machines, rhem 
ical plant, construction and road-lniilding machines, 
efficient digital pmgi ammed-control machine 
tools, electronic computers, glass-blowing machines. 
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certain chemicals and other products as well. Be¬ 
side* multilateral agreements, the USSR lias concluded 
many bilateral agreements on specialisation and 
cooperation of production with CMEA countries and 
Yugoslavia in the fields of machine-building, heavy 
engi nee ling, equipment for the light and food indus¬ 
tries, etc. 

As the multilateral agreements were carried out, 
it became clear that the greatest economic effect was 
obtained from concentrating the production of spe¬ 
cialised goods. It is proposed to have about 75 per 
cent of all engineering items manufactured in just 
two countries, with some 50 per cent made in one 
country The process of forming internationally spe¬ 
cialised industries, subindustries, types of production 
and of typification and unification of articles units 
and ports is under way in the CMEA countries. One 
can name the production of battery- and motor-driv¬ 
en trucks in Bulgaria; buses and large-scale produc¬ 
tion of motorcar units and parts in Hungary; ship¬ 
building, chemical engineering, textile engineering, 
production of forging-,md-pressing equipment, and 
passenger-car building in the GDR: shipbuilding, 
production of construction and road-building ma¬ 
chines in Roland; chemical engineering and heavy 
truck building in the USSR and Czechoslovakia; 
Oil-extracting equipment and locomotives in Romania, 
etc. At present the $S5R accounts for about 95 per 
cent of thr CMEA countries' output of mechanical 
shovels, and Hungary and thr Soviet Union, for about 
80 per cent of buses. Bulgaria supplies to the 
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other CMEA countries aliout 99 per cent of its out¬ 
put of battery-driven trucks; Poland, over 70 per 
cent of its shipbuilding output; the GDR, more tlca.ii 
75 per cent of its output of passenger cars. 

As a result of coordination of plans for 1976-RO, 
notable progress was made in expanding production 
specialisation and cooperation in machine-building, 
above all in tin* automobile, machine-tool and trac¬ 
tor industries and in the production of machines 
for the light and food industries. This will help raise 
the level of specialisation in the production of 
certain kinds of machinery and equipment, bring 
the volume of their production to an optimum, ami 
reduce sma'-hatch production, thereby increasing 
the economic effec t of coordinated specialisation and 
coo|>«ration measures. 

Over a number of years, the CMEA countries 
haw developed facilities for the production of con¬ 
sumer goods, foodstuffs especially, taking into account 
national traditional specialisation, five available 
skilled labour and local raw materials. This has in¬ 
creased the opportunities for reciprocal exchanges, 
including contract items. 

Thus, while in 1961-65 the Soviet Union import¬ 
ed consumer goods worth 3,500 million transfer¬ 
able roubles, in 1971-75 the figure rose to about 9,000 
million roubles. In the current five-year period, co¬ 
operation between the CMEA countries in this area 
will be extended a great deal. 

In the coming years, cooperation between the 
CMEA countries in the field of agriculture and food* 
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stuffs production will he greatly intensified. The. fra¬ 
ternal countries' joint effort' ensure accelerated intro¬ 
duction of industrial methods in agriculture and thor¬ 
ough updating of equipment at food Industry enter¬ 
prises. Besides the food programme, the socialist com¬ 
munity countries are faced with the task of satisfying 
scientifically determined standards of consumption of 
clothing and shoes, of the principal kinds of house¬ 
hold appliances and of everyday service*. Particular 
attention will he paid to radically improving the quali¬ 
ty and increasing the. variety of all goods and ensur¬ 
ing their uninterrupted supply. Ensuring n larger out¬ 
put and an ever greatei variety of consumer goods 
implies maximum use of all development reserves in 
group B (consumer goods) of social production. 

The coordination of the national economic plan' 
for 1976-80. which was more inclusive and many- 
sided than in the past, reflected the requirement 
of the Comprehensive Programme for a long-range 
comprehensive approach to dealing with key eco¬ 
nomic problems through the joint efforts of the fra- 
ternal countries. As a result of coordination, recip¬ 
rocal deliveries by GMEA countries in 1976-80 ex¬ 
ceeded 300.0011 million rouldc*, ini-icasing more than 
50 per cent over the preceding five-year period. The 
principal result of plan coordination i< that it has 
made it possible to solve the vital problems of sup¬ 
plying the countries* economies with fuel and raw 
materials, facilitated the further development of mod¬ 
ern branches of machine-building, the light and 
food industries and agriculture, and, in the final ana- 
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lysis, helped to create conditions foi a new and con¬ 
siderable growth of the economy and of the living 
standards in all the fraternal countries 

The experience accumulated by the GMEA coun¬ 
tries in organising multilateral cooperation in major 
spheres of the economy paved five way for working 
out a collective, plan of integration measures. The 
approval by the 29th GMEA Session, held in June 
1975, of a coordinated plan of multilateral integra¬ 
tion measures to be effected in the socialist commu¬ 
nity countries in 1976-80 was of fundamental sig¬ 
nificance to the further consolidation of planning 
principles in the activities of die GMEA. Nine soci¬ 
alist countries which account for one-third of world 
industrial output coordinated, consolidated into a 
single five-year plan their major joint integration 
measures and aggregate capital investments estimated 
at about 9,ODD million transferable roubles. Head of 
the Soviet delegation. Chairman of ihe Council of 
Ministers of the USSR Alexei Kosygin, noted in his 
speech at tin* closing id the Session that framing such 
a plan was a ‘novel event in out cooperation, the be¬ 
ginning of great and exceedingly important work in 
uniting our effort* and resources to deal with such 
basic problems as the development of power pro¬ 
duction, ferrous and non-ferrous metallurgy and 
machine-building, and the provision of foodstuffs and 
other agricultural products to all community coun¬ 
tries’. 

The agreed integration plan includes measures for 
expanding capacity in the fuel-producing and raw 
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material* industries at the expense of the countries 
concerned. One of these projects is a pulp factory 
near Ust Iliiusk which will produce 50(1,000 tons 
of pulp a year. Tire Soviet Union will contribute 
more than half of the capital investments in this 
project. The other CMEA countries will invest an 
aggregate of 327.0 million transferable rubles. The 
parties will receive 205.000 tons of pulp annually from 
Ust Ilimsk, each in proportion to the share con¬ 
tributed to the construction of the factory, 

I lie 2,750-kilometre transcontinental Soyuz gas 
pipeline running from Orenburg to the western Sov¬ 
iet border has been completed. It is the longest gas 
pipeline in the world, with the highest capacity ever. 
When it comes into operation, the European GMEA 
countries will receive 15,500 million cubic metres 
of natural gas annually. The gas pipeline was built 
with long-term credits from fraternal countries and 
with the assistance of their building organisations. 
More than 25,000 builders from five soc ialist coun¬ 
tries took part in its construe lion. 

The truly internationalist spirit of the CMEA coun¬ 
tries' economic cooper a lion is *een in the Coordi¬ 
nated Plan, which envisages the building of addition* 
al nickel capacity in the Republic of Guta through 
the joint efforts of the fraternal countries. When all 
the plants of the mining complex go into operation, 
Cuba will produce more than 130,000 tons of nickel 
a year, nr about a quarter of world output. Under 
the plan of integration measures the Mongolian Peo¬ 
ple’s Republic is to be given broad assistance with 
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;i view in speeding ii» oonomit: development. To 
help Mongolia develop its lich natural resources, an 
International Geological Expedition was set up to 
carry out comprehensive minerals prospecting. The 
woik will be financed by CMEA countries with gift 
loans us well as on easy terms. 

Successful implementation of the Comprehensive 
Programme has allowed the CMEA countries to car¬ 
ry out jointly still other major projects in key areas 
of production. At the same time, the communist and 
workers' parties feel that the opportunities afforded 
by socialist integration for accelerating economic- 
growth and making production more efficient have 
yet to be used to tbe full. To have the advantages 
offered by the international socialist division of la¬ 
bour and international cooperation in production used 
to more benefit, the* communist parties of tbe fra¬ 
ternal countries arc working tirelessly to further im¬ 
prove tlse reciprrn d economic ties and intensify the 
integration processes in tlic world socialist eco¬ 
nomy. 

Long-term special-purpose programmes constitute 
an essentially new form of the CMEA countries* co¬ 
operation in the area of planning, which develop* 
arid supplements the already existing forms. These 
are integrated systems of measures—coordinated as 
to resources, deadlines and responsible parties-Tor 
dealing in a systematic fashion with major economic 
problems. Special-purpose programmes arc to ensure 
an effective pooling of efforts by the countries con¬ 
cerned for tackling together long-range problems in- 
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volvcd in launching certain necessary ty|>cs of pro* 
due lion, developing extensive specialisation and co¬ 
operation, accelerating the progress of science and 
technology and the use of their achievements in the 
economy, and, in the final analysis, facilitating the 
solution of the key tasks set by tin*, fraternal parties 
in the course of building socialism and com¬ 
munism. 

Spec ini-purpose programmes will contain specific 
measures for satisfying the CMEA countries' eco¬ 
nomically justified requirements for the main kind? 
of energy, fuel and raw materials and developing 
the engineering industry through extensive speciali¬ 
sation and coo|rcration in production, as well as meas¬ 
ures for satisfying requirements for staple fcxxls and 
onsumei goods, and upd ltd developing trans¬ 
portation link? between the CMEA countries, light¬ 
ly linked with the goal of further improving tlw* 
people's living standards, these programmes will help 
speed up the building of socialism and communism 
and augment the socialist countiies’ economic might. 
They will also facilitate the evening out of the eco¬ 
nomic development levels of the CMEA countries, and 
will contain multilateral measure* aimed at speeding 
up the economic development of the Republic of 
Cuba and the Mongolian People’s Republic. 

The implementation of special-piiTposc program¬ 
mes will elevate cooperation itself to a new 
level which will promote still further the progrev* 
of eath country and the fraternal community as 
a whole. 
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Coordinated, interlocked use of the industrial, sci¬ 
entific ami technological potential? of the fraternal 
countries provides broader opportunities for more 
quickly raising the efficiency of the socialist econ¬ 
omy. Optimally balanced and highly efficient devel¬ 
opment of production in each country is achieved 
as the existing economic and other conditions favour¬ 
able to it are more fully used and new ones are 
systematically provided. The fraternal countries’ mu¬ 
tual interest in greater international mobility of pro¬ 
ductive resources is increasing. As these countries 
join their efforts, more rational economic propor¬ 
tions take shape in each of them. The plan-regulated, 
growing cooperation of tin* labour of the peoples of 
the socialist countries is a potent factor in the eco¬ 
nomic development of each country and the work! 
socialist system as a whole. 

The results of the implementation of the Corn* 
prehrnstvi* Programme to date conclusively show that 
the correct economic strategy has been chosen. After 
the Programme was adopted, economic growth rates 
increased in all CMEA countries and their econom¬ 
ic, scientific and technological cooperation expand¬ 
ed. These successes were scored because the frater¬ 
nal countries jointly tackled the major economic prob- 
Icm? involved in the building of socialism and com¬ 
munism. The development of cooperation and closer 
coordination among CMEA countries helped strength* 

I en socialism's positions in the world economy and 
made it more difficult for capitalist countries and 
their economic blocs to discriminate against CMEA 
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countries. Collective, coordinated in ot the result' 
of international detente led to the expansion of eco¬ 
nomic tics between the CMEA countries and all the 
countries of the world. 

The successful economic cooperation among GMEA 
countries, their stable economic growth anti the 
socialist economies’ immunity to economic and mone¬ 
tary crises have raised the prestige of the socialist 
community and its economic headquarters, the 
CMEA. The latter has been recognUed by many 
international economic- bodies, while a number id 
countries have expressed their desire to cooperate 
directly with the CMEA and its agencies. All these 
positive changes show that the Comprehensive Pro¬ 
gramme has proved to be the main avenue of devel¬ 
opment and extension of the* socialist division of la¬ 
bour. The communist and workers' parties of the 
fraternal countries are steadily developing and im¬ 
proving everything newly born from the implemen¬ 
tation of the Programme, jointly working out the 
prospects for the further development of the integ¬ 
ral tonal process. 

5. The Socialist Community 
and [VorM Drveiofrtnent 

lire development of the socialist community is 
closely linked with general world development. In 
the modern world, with its ever more dynamic so¬ 
cial, economic and political processes, consolidation 
of socialism’s internal and international positions it 
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•hr main direction of social progress. Socialism, with 
its steadily growing economic might, humanitarian 
•deals and foreign relations of a new type, is the 
main political, social and ideological factor behind 
all progressive changes occulting in the world. The 
socialist community, a reliable bulwark of the peo¬ 
ples fighting for national and tocial emancipation, 
it a mighty and dependable force safeguarding 
peace and international security, 

Thanks to their unity, solidarity and mutual sup¬ 
port, the socialist countries have succeeded in solv¬ 
ing some major issues in the past few years. One 
outstanding result of their concerted efforts was the 
general recognition of the sovereignty of the German 
Democratic Republic and its admission to (lie Unit¬ 
ed Nations. The most important results of the lib¬ 
eration struggle of the European peoples during 
arid after the Second World War were formalised. 
The inviolability of the western frontiers of Poland 
and Czechoslovakia was internationally confirmed. 
Conditions were created for stable peace and good- 
neighbourly cooperation in Europe and beyond it. 
The efforts of US imperialism to torpedo the build¬ 
ing of Socialism in Cuba came to nothing and so¬ 
cialism lias taken deep root on Cuban soil. In Viet¬ 
nam, imperialism's biggest attempt after World War 
If to destroy a socialist state by armed force and 
cru«h a nation;]] liberation revolution suffered 
failure. As a result of Vietnam's historic victory and 
the reunification of the country, the Socialist Repub¬ 
lic of Vietnam lias Ix’comc a major factor of peace 
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and progress in Asia. With the triumph of the patriot¬ 
ic forces in Laca and the coming to power of its 
Marxist‘Leninist vanguard, the People's Revolution¬ 
ary Party of Laos, the family of socialist countries 
has grown even larger. 

Safeguarding peace in Europe, Asia and the Mid¬ 
dle Last and curbing the aims race and attempts 
at imperialist aggression, the socialist countries are 
fighting for what mankind holds dearest—for the 
right to life, for deliverance from the threat of a 
nuclear holocaust, for tlu: people's right to choose 
freely their path of development. In doing this, the 
fraternal sociali$t stales actively contribute to pro¬ 
viding favourable international conditions for pro¬ 
moting the social progress of all peoples in all coun¬ 
tries. The consistent, energetic efforts of the socialist 
community countries for peace, international detente 
and disarmament, unite in a single powerful stream 
the interests of people throughout the world. Detente 
opens to the socialist countries the prospects for more 
consistently applying the objective laws of socialism, 
making broader use of all its inherent advantages 
and. above all, foe more fully satisfying man’s ma¬ 
terial, cultural and intellectual needs. International 
detente thwarts the imperialist reactionaries’ attempts 
to profit by the invented “communist threat” which 
they peddle to befuddle the masses and spur on the 
arms rare. Peaceful coexistence undine.*, as it were, 
the capitalist socio-economic relations to the nar- 
r«AV hound* of capitalism's natural laws, which give 
free rein to its contradictions. International detente 
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multiplies the national and social emancipation 
forces. Recent events have clearly demonstrated that 
in die conditions of detente it is not so easy for 
the imperialists to suppress national liberation 
movements or for the We item power* to intervene 
in the internal affairs of newly independent 
countries. 

The socialist countries’ peace, polity was confronted 
for decades by an aggressive imperialist strategy 
which aimed, at first, to wipe out socialism organ- 
bed into a stale, and then, as the latter grew stron¬ 
ger. to ’roll back’ or ‘contain socialism. During the 
fairly long rohi w,u period, leading politician] and 
ideologists in the imperialist countries proceeded 
from the assumption that political tensions, the arms 
race and an absence of any significant economic con¬ 
tacts between countries with different social systems 
would harm the socialist countiie* sufficiently to pre¬ 
vent them from coping with their internal and in¬ 
ternational problems on their own. TIu; chief defect 
of the imperialist strategy was that it had been evolved 
without any consideration for the leading socio¬ 
economic tendencies of world development, which 
wrought radical changes in the international balance 
of fours and in tin- nature and pattern of interna¬ 
tional economic and political relations. 

Reality has shattered the hopes of tin- aggressive 
imperialist groups to sap socialist cooperation from 
within In recent years, economic anti political rela¬ 
tions between the socialist countries have become 
closer and more fruitful than ever before, while the 
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Warsaw Treaty Organisation and the Council fot 
Mir.uaI Economic Assistance luve been functioning 
much more efficiently. 

The growing many-sided influence exerted by the 
world socialist system on the processes occurring in 
the world today is due principally to the changed 
international balance of forces. It was not before 
the) r had lost their military Superiority and realised 
that another world war, far from allowing them to 
accomplish their ends, would inevitably result in the 
destruction of capitalism, that the ruling circles of 
the imperialist powers began to recognise in prac¬ 
tice the principle of peaceful coexistence. 

lire main direction of the present shift in the 
world balance of forces lies in the economic sphere. 
The socialist community countries are winning more 
and more positions in the economic competition with 
capitalism. Speaking of the new trends in world de¬ 
velopment originated by the victorious Great Oc¬ 
tober Socialist Revolution, Lenin wrote that they 
would I ms dictated by the struggle ‘Ik tween two meth¬ 
ods, two political and economic systems-—the com¬ 
munist and the capitalist'.' Lenin described the strug¬ 
gle between socialism and capitalism as a set of fac¬ 
tors whereby the socialist world actively influenced 
the capitalist economic and political systems so as 
to ensure its own complete and final victor)'. In the 

* V. I, Lenin. ‘Speech Delivered n*. a Mw r e of Activist! 
f the M scow Organisation of the P.C.P. (B), December 
6. 1020’, CeUettid Wcrkt, Vol. 3t, p. 4S6. 
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spirit of I.cnin’s analysis of the relations between 
the two opposite socio-economic systems the influ¬ 
ence of socialism on capitalism should be regarded 
as an objective law of the socialist mode of produc¬ 
tion. a major form in which the advantages offered 
by the new social system arc realised on a world 
scale. 

The growing might of the socialist states, the in¬ 
creasing appeal of the socialist ideals, the practical 
building of communion and socialism, and the ef¬ 
fective foreign policy of the socialist states proside 
the historical setting in which countries, classes, po¬ 
litical parties and public movements interact. 

One characteristic feature of the age L the overall 
growth of the Communists' influence. This growth 
is inseparable from the increasing might of the world 
srjcialist system, from the close alliance between the 
communist and workers’ parlies in live fraternal coun- 
tiii < and the conummbt panic- in the capitalist and 
developing countries. TIr* world communist move¬ 
ment is the strongest and most influential move¬ 
ment of the present times. Under the Commu¬ 
nists' influence, the main tendency of political devel¬ 
opment itt the industrialised capitalist countries 
comes to consist in the growth of the workers' mili¬ 
tant, class activity, the extension of their goals and 
demands, and the development of their struggle for 
their immediate interests into action against the *latc- 
monopoly system as a whole. 

The Soviet Union and the other fraternal countries 
ate always on the side of the peoples fighting for 
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independence and social progress, and against colo¬ 
nialism, neocolonialism, racism and apartlieid. The 
firm support consistently rendered by the socialist 
community countries to the peoples' struggle for na¬ 
tional liberation, and against the imperialist policy 
of inequality, oppression and intervention in the home 
affairs of young states was an important factoi in 
changing the political map of the world. 

The developing nations justly associate the policy 
pursued by the socialist community countries with 
the social and state system established there, with 
the nature of socialism. 

In Condensed form, socialism's influence on tin- 
historical destinies of mankind is typified by the so* 
cialist countries’ approach to the solution of the prob¬ 
lem of peace and war. In the socialist states, tin- 
peoples have found, for the first time in world his¬ 
tory, a force repudiating war as a means of attain¬ 
ing politic?.; ends. l<> ensure a lasting peace is the 
majoi objective of the state policy of the socialist 
countries, supported by their whole might and in¬ 
ternational prestige This approach does not deny 
the peoples' right to wage just wars for independence, 
fot national and social emancipation, nor does it 
boil down to pari fistic appeals for peacefulness In 
the policy pursued by the socialist community coun¬ 
tries the struggle for peace is associated with the idea 
of social progress, with the need to shift the global 
opposition of the two world systems to the sphere of 
economic competition and political and ideological 
struggle while observing the principles of peuce- 
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ful coexistence of countries with different social 
systems. 

Examination of the reasons that caused the cap¬ 
italist countries to embark on peaceful coexistence and 
cooperation with the socialist countries shows that 
besides the growing might of the socialist system, 
there are factors springing from the general crisis 6f 
capitalism at its present stage. Abrupt changes in the 
economic situation, tlie energy and monetary crises, 
inflation, mass unemployment, further and hardier 
aggravate the conflicts of capitalist society. Ihc 
scientific and technological revolution is inexorably 
advancing, and the internationalisation of all areas 
of human activity compels the capitalist countries to 
seek to establish contact with the socialist countries. 
Objective economic laws, which require broader in¬ 
ternational exchanges of commodities, expertise, and 
scientific information, act as a force shattering 
discriminatory imperialist economic barriers. 

The communist and workers* parties of the fra¬ 
ternal socialist countries believe that the problem of 
international security, of establishing lasting and 
constructive peace in die whole world and on the 
European continent in particular, i< not a purely 
political one. Therefore, it cannot lx resolved merely 
by political means. International security de¬ 
pend? a great deal on economic cooperation between 
countries with different social systems. Stable eco¬ 
nomic relations promote coojieration between coun¬ 
tries in foreign relations and provide a suit of eco¬ 
nomic foundation for peaceful coexistence. And a* 
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tcnsiom relax, economic contacts l-rtwcen tlic two 
systems extend and intensify. 

Proceeding from Lenin's analysis of the world econ¬ 
omy and opportunities for using it in the in iciest 
of peace and socialism, the socialist community 
countries support the development of large-scale and 
lasting economic ties, free from discrimination and 
inequality, between countries with different social 
systems. Development of such tics will help to ce¬ 
ment peaceful relations with the capitalist countries 
and enhance the impact of the word socialist sys¬ 
tem on the world economy. While advocating the 
idea of developing lasting, extensive economic, rela¬ 
tion! between countries with different social sys- 
terns, the socialist countries give full consideration 
*0 objective factors and trends in world development 
and the need to provide for their own interests 
which stem from the parallel existence of and inter¬ 
relation between the two world ay* lei ns. Practice 
shows that tlie difficulties involved in organising eco¬ 
nomic cooperation between countries with differ- 
ent soiial systems arc by no means insuperable. 

Xot so long ago, bourgeois economists and poli¬ 
tician* claimed that capitalist Europe could get along 
perfectly well without any contacts with social¬ 
ist Europe, as capitalist integration pirxumably spared 
the Western economy the 'onerous' necessity of co¬ 
operating with 'non-market economics’. In reality, 
however, the Common Market has become the scene 
of conflicts and Squabbles and has done nothing, in 
fact, to rid its members of the economic crisis, in- 
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fintion, currency upheavals nr trade rivalry- In this 
situation, the unacccptability of die sum race anil 
extravagant military spending L> made all the more 
obvious. A number of states clearly tend, relying on 
socialism's peace policy, to avoid being drawn into 
gambles, In the international arena, the major cap¬ 
italist countries, too. have to reckon with the so¬ 
cialist community countries. 

The aim of the policy condut led by the socialist 
community countries is to bring about a change in 
the world balance of forces in favour of socialism 
and to use it in the interests of social progress and 
tlie consolidation of universal peace Fully in keep* 
ing w ith Lenin's teaching, die foreign policy pursued 
by tlie.x: countries is founded on the principles of pro¬ 
letarian internationalism and peaceful coexistence. 
The internationalism of the fraternal countries' for¬ 
eign policy i; manifested in the fan that they spare 
no efforts to mppoit and develop the world revo¬ 
lutionary process, consolidate socialism's internal and 
international positions, and to jointly lifeguard the 
gains accomplished by the peoples of the socialist 
countries. 

Peaceful coexistence, of countries with different so- 
i i.d systems implies that war must he excluded from 

their interrelations, and all problems and disputes be¬ 
tween them, complicated as they may be at time*, 
i be settled by peaceful mean* and regulated un¬ 
der agreements founded on equality, mutual conces¬ 
sions and mutual benefit, Peaceful coexistence <>f so¬ 
cialist arid capitalist states also includes as il< im- 
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portant component equal and mutually advantageous 
political and economic cooperation and coopera¬ 
tion in the development of science and technology. 

One major landmark on the road of strengthening 
peace was the Conference on Security and Coopera¬ 
tion in Europe, of which Leonid Brezhnev had this 
to say at the 25th CPSU Congress: ‘The results 
achieved are well worth the expended energy. The 
participants in the Conference have collectively re¬ 
affirmed the inviolability of the existing frontiers. A 
«et of principles has hern worked out for governing 
interstate relations conforming fully—in letter and 
spirit—with the requirements of peaceful coexistence. 
Favourable conditions have thus been created foi 
safeguarding and consolidating peace on the entire 
continent." The understandings reached at the Con¬ 
ference put East-West relations on the solid foun¬ 
dation of peaceful coexistence and determine the 
concrete directions and forma of coopeiatinri in 
economic, scientific, technological and cultural 
fields. 

It is in the interest of all peoples not only to out¬ 
law war hut also make it impossible by destroying 
its hardware under international agreements. This 
is the aim that the socialist community countries arc 
consistently striving to achieve. Today this objective 
is more vital than ever. Mankind i< tired of sitting 
upon mountains of arms, yet the arms race spurred 


1 />■ v uni. iiK anti It/loiulicnt. XXI'th Con^ifis fAc 

CPSU, |>p. 22-23. 


SOCIALIST COMMCMlYS H1STOHICAL RULE 427 

on by aggressive imperialist groups is Incoming more 
intensive. 1 

A positive solution to the problem of mutual re¬ 
duction of armed forces in Central Europe by the 
NATO and Warsaw Treaty countries would be a 
major factor in stopping the arms race. Foe this pur¬ 
pose. a conference was convened in Vienna, at which 
the Soviet Union made several constructive propos¬ 
als. Regrettably, fmthex progress is being obstruct 
cd by the West's trying to secure unilateral advan¬ 
tages. 

Fime has shown that the 1968 1 maty of the Non- 
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which was signed 
by more than a hundred states, is an effective 
barrier to the spread of nuclear weapons. An inter¬ 
national convention on banning and destroying bac¬ 
teriological weapons, based on a draft submitted by 
the Soviet U nion, has come into effect. It envisages 
the removal of a whole category of highly dan¬ 
gerous mass destruction weapons from national mil¬ 
itary arsenals The Soviet Union and fraternal coun¬ 
tries are taking step* to speed up the convocation of 
a World Disarmament Conference. It is expected to 
make a useful contribution to the settling of the ur¬ 
gent disarmament problems, focusing the attention 
of the greatest possible number of countries on them 
Unfortunately the arms race cannot he stopped yet 
because of the capitalist countries’ position, which 
the Maoists support. The arms race is swallowing up 
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more and more means and resource!. The world is 
currently spending at the very least 250,000 million 
dollars a year on armaments. The danger of this is 
obvious. It is impossible to continue developing de¬ 
tente for any considerable length of time while the 
countries' military potentials increase and weapons 
are being improved and stockpiled. 

Congresses of the fraternal parties have substanti¬ 
ated the objectives of the further struggle for peace, 
international cooperation and the peoples' freedom 
and independence, proceeding from the need to con¬ 
centrate the efforts of peace-loving states on elimi¬ 
nating the remaining flashpoints of war, embodying 
international detente in concrete forms of mutually 
beneficial cooperation between states, and stamping 
out all vestiges of colonialism and all manifestations 
of inequality, diktat and exploitation in international 
relations. The 25th CPSU Congress put forward a 
proposal to conclude at the earliest possible time on 
the non-use of force in international relations. Im¬ 
plementing this proposal would nuke it possible to 
relieve the peoples of the louden of the arms race 
and turn t«» peaceful uics the colossal means now 
being spent on it, thus drastically reducing the war 
danger. This is an objective towards which the fra¬ 
ternal communist and workers* parties of thr soci¬ 
alist community countries will bend every effort. 


CONCLUSION 

This book is a summing up of the real proccsse* 
of socialist development occurring before the eyes of 
this generation, in which millions of men and wom¬ 
en are taking an immediate part 

These proersv** are. characterised altove nil by the 
achievement of developed socialism, a fact record¬ 
ed in the Soviet Constitution, which states that 
‘developed socialist society is a natural, logical stage 
on the rood to communism 1 . At this stage socialism 
is developing on its own foundations and its crea¬ 
tive forces and the deeply humanitarian nature arc 
becoming increasingly evident. That socialism is not 
a brief, temporary stage has been proved in history, 
but neither is it endless or static. It is a dynamically 
progressing system which develops not only in breadth 
but also qualitatively, as the socio-economic laws 
arc more thoroughly understood and applied. This 
feature is due to the high development of the pro¬ 
ductive forces and tin- improvement of production 
relations. The new historical stage, of socialism's 
development is an organic continuation cl the pre¬ 
ceding stages in the progress of socialism. 
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It is a natural, logical stage in the socio-economic 
maturity of tin- ness system during the first phase, 
of communist society. In his article, entitled A 
Historical Stage on the Road to Communism', 
Leonid Brezhnev wrote: 'The experience of the 
USSR, of other countries of the socialist community 
testifies to the fact that laying the foundations of 
socialism, that is. abolishing the exploiting classes and 
establishing public ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction in all sectors of the national economy, does 
not yet make it possible, to launch the threet tran¬ 
sition to communism. Before this certain stages of 
the development of socialiun on its own basis must 
he traversed .' 1 

Developed socialism is characterised by a combi¬ 
nation of the advances of the s< ientifie and techno¬ 
logical revolution and the advantages of the socialist 
economic system, a drastic turn towards intensive 
methods of economic development and a new level 
and scale of production, which make it possible tn 
deal directly with the tasks of laying the material 
and technical foundations of communism, ensure the 
steady growth of the people's living standards, and 
score major successes in the economic competition 
between socialism and capitalism. 

Socialism’s dynamic development is a series of 
interdependent transitions front lower to higher qual¬ 
itative states. The entire historical process, includ¬ 
ing the current stage of maturity, can be grasped 

’ ItVM Mtrxiit Review, Vol. 20, No. 12, 1977. pp. 3-4. 


[ only provided «oc iu-cconomic life i< regarded as a 
dynamic process, taking into account the prospects 
for social progress. 

Developed socialism is characterised by a high 
degree of maturity of the whole system of social 
relations. Socialisation of the economy reaches a much 
higher level, and state (belonging to the whole of 
the people) and cooperative forms of socialist prop¬ 
erty steadily draw closer together. 

At the stage of developed socialism, the potential¬ 
ities of tho first phase of the re.. formation 

manifest themselves most completely. 

At the stage of socialism’s maturity, its own so¬ 
cialist material and technical foundations and the 
titpc of worker that corresponds to them arc the 
necessary conditions for the fullest possible manifes¬ 
tation and utilisation of all the economic laws of 
socialism. 

In examining these features, the authors set out to 
show that the fact of the material conditions of 
socialism being adequate to the system of socio-eco- 

( nomte relations does not mean in the least that all 
nun-antagonistic contradiction* and difficult problem' 

( of social development disappear. Engels wrote: \ .. if 
all contradictions arc once for all <lis|»osed of ... 
world history will be at an end ’. 1 
As socialist society advances, becoming ever more 

• F. Lngeli, 'I aid wig Feuerbach and the End 6f Cl**- 

I dcal German Philosophy', in: K. Mftix and F. Engels, 
Selected lfn*A/, in three volume*, Vol. 3, p, 342. 
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mature, old rontradirlions are surmounted and new 
ones emerge; which fill the application of the eco¬ 
nomic laws of socialism with a new content, without 
cancelling the socialist nature of the new phenomena 
of socialist reality or the essence of its economic 
laws. 

Tho new social phenomena, which spell far-reach¬ 
ing, qualitative socio-economic changes in the so¬ 
cialist basis and the system of the political supemntc- 
ture and in the totality of the material, cultural and 
intellectual conditions of social life, have provided 
living materia) for a new advance in the social un¬ 
derstanding of reality hy the CPSU and the frater¬ 
nal jiartics of the socialist countries, and for evolv¬ 
ing a new sim ia| category -developed sOcUtlUt 
society. 

The conclusion drawn by the CPSU and the fra¬ 
ternal parties as a result of theoretical analysis and 
cognition of the new stage in the historical develop¬ 
ment of socialism corresponds to the precepts of the 
founders of Marxism-Leninism on this point. ‘In 
acquiring new productive forces/ Marx wrote, 'men 
change their mode of production; and in changing 
their mode of production, in changing the way of 
earning their living, they change all their social 
relations.' 1 And further: ‘The same men who establish 
their social relations in conformity with their ma¬ 
terial productivity, produce also principles, ideas 

1 K. Marx. 'The Poverty of Philo; pity' in: Knr| Marx, 

Frederick Ength, ColUfted Vol. G, MOSCOW, 1976, 

p. 166. 
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.md categories, in conformity with their social rela¬ 
tions.' 1 

Uu: CPSU and the fraternal communist and 
workers' parties loyal to Marxism-Leninism, translat¬ 
ing into life the ideas of scientific communism, have 
carried out their plans for building socialism, and, 
on the strength of the ample international experience 
of the world socialist system, of the socialist com¬ 
munity, evolved through scientific analysis a new 
f<xtn of social motion, which combines a socialist 
maturity of labour and human relations, on the one 
hand, and communist principles, on the other. 

It is rigorous scientific analysis of the real pro¬ 
cesses of socialist development iu the various coun¬ 
tries which have built iu foundations that has made 
it possible not only to elucidate the specific features 
of this development in individual countries, but 
also to disclose the general laws of building socialism, 
which provide for realising, under concrete condi¬ 
tions, the advantages offered by socialism to the 
extent that the people* of the socialist countries and 
their vanguards succeed in applying the economic 
and general laws of socialism. 

Contemporary Marxist-Leninist science includes 
the stage of developed socialism in the totality of 
the general laws of building socialism, having proved 
through its analysis of the development of pro¬ 
duction relations and material, political, cultural, in¬ 
tellectual, and ideological processor under socialism 

1 Ibid. 
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which has been built in the main that this stage i* 
not a national phenomenon, blit the element of re¬ 
currence and regularity in soc ial phenomena occur¬ 
ring in different six Lalist countries which comprises 
a social category amounting by its character to a 
general law. 

Thus, 'develojred socialist society' is not merely 
a new—and moreover ideological—term, as is alleged 
by bourgeois propagandists with their itch for 
twitch words, but a social category which has a so¬ 
ciological, an economic, an ideological, and other 
aspects ju Well. 

Its criteria—and hence, the criteria of tire gradual 
coming to maturity of the socialist system at different 
stages of its development manifest themselves in 
the content ami level of maturity tr>f the relations of 
production and their correspondence to the produc¬ 
tive forces. Together, these criteria determine the 
extent to which tlw essence, and consequently lire 
goals, of socialism arc materLaljseU, and its economic 
laws awl natural features manifested. The maturity 
of socio-economic relations and their reflection of 
the whole system of the economic laws of socialism, 
which ensure a comprehensive solution of both eco¬ 
nomic and social problems, are tire basic, the most 
general criterion of developed socialist society, 

« • • 

Tlic evidence provided by contemporary reality 
and the processes that have already taken shape 
make it possible to grasp in theory the most distant 
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vista* of socialist development progress to com- 
munistn, Those processes arc, and will continue to 
he. much more regular in occurrence and complex 
in essence than was assumed at one time or another 
not very long ago. 

With every step, socialist society in individual 
socialist community countries and in the socialist 
community at large shows, on the strength of the 
actual practice of socialist relations, that the dynam¬ 
ic development of socialism, which U its social 
law, it an ascending movement involving struggle 
against the forces of tire old society, which is needed 
by the working people not only to improve their liv¬ 
ing and working conditions, their socio-economic 
relations and their social system, but also so that they 
can ‘heal themselves, too*. It h a continuous process 
containing elements of qualitative changes, which 
gradually develop into a new state characteristic of 
the new historical stage of social development. 

The historical outcome of production is man 
entering into social relations. As was shown in this 
bunk, a new type of man and worker, an active and 
conscious maker of social relations, is tlic major 
advantage of socialism, which makes for the realism 
of the socialist economic system. peace, and a new 
balance of forces in the world. 

1 lie socialist world has shown how to lessen the 
dependence of men's interests and conduct on the 
influence of things, inculcating a duly proletarian 
psychology which raises men above live world of 
things and rids them of the blighting influence of 
«• 
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petty individualistic ambitions ami base passions as 
liangovri's from the old world, as vestiges of bour¬ 
geois and petty-bourgeois ideology'. 

With live moulding of the new man, new social rela¬ 
tionships will arise, especially relations of production, 
which will naturally become more complex as the 
division of labour extends and integration proces¬ 
ses advance both within a given social production 
and between countries. 

Man’s struggle with the forces of nature, adapting 
them to the needs of society, occupies an ever more 
prominent place in the system of social ties anti 
relationships, which arc concentrated on realising 
general laws of socialism. This aim is attained as a 
result of the development of man as the main pro¬ 
ductive force, and of man’s expanding knowledge 
and rUing ability to master nature and the latest 
advances of science and technology, his greater 
awareness of the social worth of his labour and bis 
role in society. 

Socialist development in socialist community coun¬ 
tries U marked by a growing socialisation of produc¬ 
tion accompanied by a change in the diameter of 
production relations, viz., exchange of the results 
of labour within newly formed production (and 
scientific) amalgamations docs not need to be expres¬ 
sed in terms of commodity as conditions arc estab¬ 
lished for keeping account of labour in concrete 
terms in accordance with economically valid stan¬ 
dards, i.c., in collation with them. There is a move¬ 
ment of use value* within production amalgama- 
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tinns in accordance with the plan of production 
which expresses definite economic relations. This 
aspect of production relations is indicative oi tho 
nature of the future communist relations which 
have no commodity form but are of an economic 
nature, for the relations of production, whatever the 
shape they may assume, arc economic relations. 
Appropriation of the means of production and pro¬ 
ducts of labour as a social relation will not disap¬ 
pear; it advances together with production, and 
only its forms change. And just as appropriation, 
having historical forms, changes, so do all aspects 
of the relations of production, while retaining theii 
economic nature. The essence of economic relations, 
while acquiring different historically determined 
forms, will be preserved and will express relations 
connected with the production, distribution and 
consumption of material goods. Consequently, with 
the disappearance of commodity-money relations 
at the higher stage of communism, economic relations 
in general will nut end. 

Economic relations will also be preserved when 
exchange of equivalents as an expression of com- 
modity-mnuey relations lias disappeared. 

It is of utmost importance to the further develop¬ 
ment of socialist social relations and socialist pro¬ 
duction, and to the development nf socialist owner¬ 
ship of the means of production into communist 
ownership, to perfect production itself, as a process 
of perfecting relation* of property. 

Socialist society’s requirement for raising labour 
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productivity implies i change in ehr mode of pro¬ 
duction in technology, organisation, implements and 
objecLs of laliour; a change in cooperation: a reduc¬ 
tion in the expenditures of live labour; a change in 
the type of enterprise and worker, which must ulti¬ 
mately result in a change in the conditions of pro¬ 
duction, in the drawing together and gradual fusion 
of the two forms of property (state and cooperative), 
and in the development i>f mm ialist relations of 
production into communist ones. 

Socialist production embodies the unity of labour 
and its objective conditions. This makes it similar 
to communist production. But, for a variety of 
objective reasons, it has not removed exchange 
values and their exchange. This is what makes it 
different from communist production. When the 
objective conditions lending to the disappearance of 
such exchanges accumulate socialist production will 
develop into a purely communist mode of produc¬ 
tion. 

Having united labour and projserty, socialist pro¬ 
duction turned the process of labour into tlu- mate¬ 
rial prerequisite of the whole system of production 
relations, thereby taking the first step on the rood 
to abolishing the isolation of individual producers 
and the exchange of values. 

In their turn, the relations of communist owner¬ 
ship of the means of production will be a prerequi¬ 
site and the objective conditions of directly social 
labour, which makes the exchange of values unnec¬ 
essary. 


CONCl.L'SfON *80 

These conditions, in Marx’s definition, ‘are also 
products of labour, of ivorM-hiitoric (our italics— 
Et /.) labour; of the labour of a social community— 
of its historical development, which dors not ensue 
from the labour of individuals or the exchange of 
their labour.” 1 

Developed socialist vicietv shapes the conditions 
for a gradual change in the character of laliour, 
the fmther extension of the division of social labour 
md its development into communist labour. These 
conditions are created in the process of labour itself, 
of 'its historical development*, which occurs on a 
socialist material basis, in whose structure elements 
of the material and technical basis of communism 
emerge. They rise, grow and develop in the structure 
of the same productive forces that served to establish 
tlevi-loped socialist society, to help its production 
relations mature. Following the definition formulated 
hy Mane, we arrive at the conclusion that there 
are in the structure of the material conditions of 
mature socialism, of its social labour, elements of 
the Vorld-historic. labour’ which comprises the more 
general properties of labour as a material prere¬ 
quisite of the economic process, properties which 
manifest themselves more and more a' the unjust 
division of labour is abolished and the antithesis 
and then the essential differences between mental 
and physical work are eliminated. 


' Kail Marx, Gtundriae tier KtMk it* palilisehtH 
fltionomie, S. 414. 
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Thus elements of relations and of social produc¬ 
tion characteristic of the higher stage of communist 
society mature gradually in the course of the devel¬ 
opment of socialist society, of the whole system of 
economic relations at the stage of their maturity. 
This determines the historical place of socialism, of 
its current stage, the developed socialist society, a* 
a natural result of liistorical development. 

* » * 

In conclusion, wc shall set out the system of major 
advantages offered by socialism both in the eco¬ 
nomic sphere and in socio-political, ideological, cul¬ 
tural and intellectual life as a whole. 

The key advantage of socialism objectively lies 
in the fact that the economic basis of socialism 
makes it possible for economic laws to he applied in 
the interest of society as a whole. Owing to this, 
in socialist society the relations of production more 
closely correspond to the character of the productive 
forces. 

Socialism is marked by a higher degree of sociali¬ 
sation of production based on public ownership. 
The advantage ensuing from this lies in the changed 
relation between the worker and the means of pro¬ 
duction, and harmonisation of the economic interests 
of society, the group, and the individual, 

The supreme goal of socialist production is the 
satisfaction of the grossing material wants of man 
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and the whole of society. In this lies tlie immense 
superiority of socialism over capitalism, whose aim 
is to secure the highest possible profit through in¬ 
tensifying the exploitation of man by man. 

With the abolition of private property and the 
exploitation of the majority by a minority, parasitic 
consumption was ended, and the socialist principle 
of distribution (‘From each according to his ability, 
to each according to Ills work’) was firmly estab¬ 
lished. 

The socialist system of management rules out eco¬ 
nomic crises and anarchy in production, and provides 
for a balanced development of the economy on 
a national scale, which makes it possible to develop 
industries as a complex and concentrate the resources 
of the socialist society on carrying out major 
national programme*. 

Another advantage offered by socialism lies in the 
opportunities for applying to the fullest possible 
extent the latest advance* of science and technology 
in the interest of the whole of society, given the 
unfolding of men's creative abilities. Thus, socialism 
creates conditions above all for the development of 
in a ti ax the prime productive force. 

An advantage of socialism is the development of 
socialist emulation, which is in every respect supe¬ 
rior to capitalist competition produced by the anta¬ 
gonistic. contradictions of capitalism trampling hu¬ 
man dignity underfoot in the name of profit. 

Realisation of the economic advantages of socialism 
makes for stable economic growth as well as higher 
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efficiency and belter performance on the pari of all 
membem of society. 

From the totality of socialist economic rein lions 
and socialism's advantages then? issue historically 
new yardsticks of the efficiency of social production, 
which express the economy of social labour in the 
interest of society as a whole; and the provision of 
favourable conditions for the all-round develop¬ 
ment of the individual, rational utilisation of natural 
resources, especially power resources, .and nature 
conservation. 

One great advantage offered by socialism lies in 
a new type of international economic relations, in 
the development of socialist economic integration 
within the CMFA framework, 

Speaking of the advantages of socialism, it should 
hr taken into account that its progressive character 
as a social system is manifested not only in the rate 
at which its productive forces grow or the share, 
of material! benefits afforded Ivy society to man, liut 
also in die methods by which his wants are satisfied, 
the prospects for the development of his perception 
of values, and in the further prospects for the all¬ 
round development of the individual. 

Having (hanged the connection between the work¬ 
er and the means production socialism has 
strengthened man’s confidence in tire morrow, in 
his future. These arc the factors in the light of which 
the tttivantages of socialtlto in the social and politi¬ 
cal field* are appraised. 

Socialism's major political and social advantage 
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is live passing of power into the hands of the work¬ 
ing class and the working people, the existence of 
a historically new socialist state system. At the stage 
of mature socialism, essential changes occur in the 
entire political system of society as the state of the. 
dictatorship of the proletariat develops into a social¬ 
ist state of the whole |ieoplc. 

The socialist system is founded on a new type of 
socio-economic relations, which have acquired a new 
type of exponent, and on new principles of socialist 
morality, above all the principle of 'one for all. and 
all for one', which Ills taken root in the system of 
«xiali*i social relations in contrast to the capitalist 
principle that homo homini iupus est. 

The socialist system rests on a broad social foun¬ 
dation, which is embodied in lire alliance of the 
workers, peasants and intelligentsia. 

Marx’s prediction that labour will be the sole lord 
and master of the activity of individuals who have 
achieved freedom, combined at the same time with 
the individual’s responsibility to society, has lierome 
firmly rooted in socialist reality. 

The superority of socialism consists in the changed 
character and content of labour, free from ex¬ 
ploitation, in tire enhanced creative nature of socia: 
labour, and in the elimination of the defects of the. 
former inequality in the division of labour, which 
limited the development of man’s creative abilities. 

'l ire socialist ihai.ictei of consumption has pro¬ 
duced new, socialist forms of distribution of the 
aggregate social product, such as the formation of 
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social consumption funds and their distribution 
irrespective of the amount and quality of work done 
|>y ,m individual, which contain, to a certain extent, 
elements of the communist methods of distribution. 
As labour productivity increases, the aggregate social 
product and national income grow* and a larger 
share of consumption accrues to each member of 
socialist society, The socialist law of population i' 
given greater scope. There are more material facili¬ 
ties for ensuring good working and leisure conditions, 
building up health service-s and developing the 
system of educational establishments moulding the 
coming generations of builders of communist society. 

It is an advantage of socialism that claw antago¬ 
nisms have been stamped out in socialist society, 
the class structure has changed and further social 
homogeneity has been achieved, the alliance of the 
workers, peasants and intelligentsia led by the work¬ 
ing class and its Communist Party has been strength¬ 
ened further, the classes are drawing together more 
and more, and class differences are Ixdng gradually 
obliterated. 

One major social achievement of socialism is that 
it has abolished the antithesis between mental and 
physical work and lie tween town anti country and 
provided the conditions similar for townspeople and 
villagers. 

Citizens of socialist countries are guaranteed the 
right to work and leisure, health protection, main¬ 
tenance in old age, in sickness and in the event of 
complete or partial disability or loss of the bread¬ 
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winner, the right to housing, education and enjoy¬ 
ment of cultural benefits. 

An advantage of socialism consists in its having 
solved the nationality question by strengthening the 
peoples' friendship, educating the masses in the 
spirit of proletarian internationalism and socialist 
patriotism and forming a new, socialist community 
of people. 

Features of the conduct, character and world 
outlook of members of socialist society, shared by 
all social gToups in a given country and independent 
of any ?ocial or national differences, gradually 
acquire decisive significance in socialist countries 
when their social relations reach a certain level of 
maturity. 

Further advantages of socialism arc: the moral 
and political unity of the people, the changed 
status of women, their absolute equality in the system 
of socio-economic relation*, opportunities for the all¬ 
round development of young people. 

A universal advantage of the socialist political 
system is the further consolidation of democracy in 
the social system, and the increased activity of public 
organisations expressing the will of the workers and 
all working people rallied round the communist and 
workers' parties as the vanguard of the working 
class and all labouring sections of socialist society, 
and shaping their policy on the basis of Marxist- 
Lcninist theory and proletarian ideology. 

It is under socialism that the true meaning of 
democracy as the people’s rule has been disclosed. 
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Only under socialism have the masses aolucved actual 
l ivil and political equality and democratic principles 
been extended to all area* of social life, including 
production relations. Socialist democracy, just like 
die system itself, is continually developing and im¬ 
proving, consistent with the general criterion for¬ 
mulated by Lenin, that under socialism, 'for the first 
time in the history of civilised society the mas/ of 
the population will rise to taking an independent 
part, not only in voting and elections, but also i« 
l/u everyday administration of the state'.' Ai its 
social relations reach maturity, socialist society 
gradually makes active participation of tlie masses 
in government central to political development. 

As we see. the idea, of die social advantages offered 
by socialism should not be limited to superficial com¬ 
parisons of the number of dungs—c.g., cars or 
whatever- made available to one group of the imp¬ 
utation or another, but comprises live totality of 
circumstances in which man finds himself in society, 
includes the extent to which prov ision has been made 
for the aH-round development of bis abilities and 
their application in the interests of the individual 
himself and the whole of society, which creates dies*: 
conditions for him, predetermining Ids future career, 
die meaning of his life, the character of his activities, 
the future of his family, of bis children, and of 
social progress at huge. There is no measuring the 

' V. I. L«*nin, 'Tlie Stale and Revolution', CalUeted 
»Wi, V. I 2f>, \>p. 467-68. 
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values of social development, the indicator* of so¬ 
cial progress in sophisticated computers or ultra¬ 
modern cars or articles of luxury, which a society 
divided by private property affords to the class of 
property owners who sway the destinies of the 
oppressed millions. 

And the more die apologists of capitalism shout 
about freedom in capitalist society, the more grossly 
human rights are violated, the more naked violence 
becomes, and the more acute arc the economic, 
social, political, ideological, cultural awl intellectual 
contradictions which arc shaking the foundations 
of capitalist society, and the more acute the class 
antagonisms and the struggle between the ruling 
groups, political parties and social groups which 
have seized control of the political institutions of 
the capitalist political structure. 

In order to distract the attention of broad sections 
of the world community from tlie iniquities of the 
contemporary capitalist system, its apologists increas¬ 
ingly plunge into anti-Sovietism and anti-rommu- 
niun, resorting to Blander and distortion of socialist 
principles and the facts of socialist reality, and play¬ 
ing up difficulties and outstanding problems, seeking 
in this way to weaken the force of attraction of the 
ideas of Marxism-Leninism, of real socialist develop¬ 
ment. 

In view of all that has been said, let us sum up 
the basic advantages offered by socialism in the 
cultural, intellectual and ideological fields. 

A major advantage of socialist society, in which 
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working-class ideology and Marxut-Leniniit philns- 
ophy are predominant, is that the masses are drawn 
into active cultural and intellectual creative work. 
Socialism endow* culture, which, developing, em¬ 
bodies the. I test spiritual values produced by in.in* 
kiu<l, with a deeply popular character. It imbibes 
the variety and wealtli of society's cultural and in¬ 
tellectual life, being based on high ideological com¬ 
mitment and proletarian humanism. 

Ihc expression of the principles of collectivism 
•md cooperation in the human relations, and a higher 
level of general education and know-how con* 
s’.itute another advantage of socialism. Univer¬ 
sal education h a great gain of socialism, which 
makes it possible to shape harmoniously developed 
i ilizens of socialist countries. 

Another advantage of socialism lies in the lofty 
moral outlook of the citizens of socialist society, 
which shapes a socialist way of life. 

‘Clommuniwn is a question of humanity and not 
of the workers alone.' 1 Hence, the advantages of so¬ 
cialism, whether in the economic, social and polit¬ 
ical fields or in the ideological, cultural and intel¬ 
lectual sphere, are of an international charader. 


Frederick Engels, ’The Condition of the Working-Class 
in England’, in: Karl Marx. Frederick Engels, Collected 
Wtrfo, Vo!. 4, Moscow, 1975, p. 582- 
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